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Preſent you with this ſport T rea- 
tife ; carry it in your Hand as a 
= Clockwhich a great Princewore 
in a Ring: It ftriketh every Hour of 
the Day, and agreeth with Reaſon, 
as true Dials with the Sun. 
| Tf you read it with Attention, 
you will find it Great in its Little- 
neſs, Rich in its Poverty, and 
Large in its Brevity. . 
If your Mind be fram d for the 
moſt ſolid Entertainments of Devo- 
tion, this will delight thee, and car- 
ry thee on ſmoothly in thy regular 
Courſe, and learn thee that ſure, but 


happy Skill of working in thy Soul 


the Virtues thou deſireſt. 
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The PREFACA. 


on the Wings of Devotion thoi 
mareft ſoar up to Heaven, and fly 
away Fer, the Troubles and Cares 
May this little Manual be to the ; 

Reader of that Conſequence, as to | | 
zncreaſe his Piety and Devotion 
and may he weigh what he reads 


with that ſeriouſneſs which befit:s | | 


a thing wherein both his H. appmeſ: 

and Duty 3s concerned. 

T ſhall conclude with the Wards 

the royal Preacher, Eccl. xii.13. 

Fear God and: keep his Command 

ments: For this is the hole 47 
o Man. 
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Meditations for New-Tears-Day. 


Bleſſed Lord, who, as upon this 
Day, received'ſt the holy Name of 
Feſus, being ſo named of the Angel! 
before thou waſt conceived in the Womb : - 
| give thee all poſſible thanks and praiſe, for 
aking good the gracious purport of this 
hy Name, in ſaving thy people from their 
O Bleſſed Feſas, ſince by the Impoſition 
of this adorable Name, the Holy Ghoſt hath | 
ade a publick Declaration that thou art 
ame into the world to ſave ſinners, ſave me. 


(4 


I 


— — — ee ings — 
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229 m 
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Father. | 


_ preſerve our whole 


2 Meditations, e. Part I. 


(I beſeech thee) who am the chief of fin- 
zers ; and let me taſte and ſee how Fracions 
the Lord is in the healing inffnence-of- this 
Name: A Name which is exalted above 
every Name, even by God himſelf; which 
makes it highly reaſonable, ht at the 


Name of Jeſus every knee fhonld bow, in q 


Heaven, in Earth, and under the Earth, 


and that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that 


Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the 
II. 


In obedience to which Divine Dercee, I 


proſtrate my ſelf before thee, O Lord,.I wor- 


thip thee, O Chriſt, and humbly beg thee 
on my knees to 0 Jeſus, my Saviour. 


O my immaculate Lord, thou hadſt nc 
Luſts to mortifie, no Corruptions to re- 


nounce, no new Nature to put on, and ye 
didſt permit thy Fore-skin to be circumci- 
ſed, that we might learn thereby to put 4 


avay all filthineſs, and ſuperfluigy of nanugh 
zineſs : Let, this thine infant-Wound cir 
cumciſe our Hearts, purify our Hands, anc 

lan blameleſs and un- 


defiled: And ſince there is a Fountain open. 
20 the Houſe of David, for fin and for un. 
cleanneſs; let the Blood of Chriſt, who thre 
the. Eternal Spirit offered himſelf withon: 
Spot to God, parge our Conſcience from dea. 
works zo ſerve thee the living God, that be 
4 i 


IIe 


fd Le EE 


han Fu”, 


1. ; Part I. Efaculations, &c. 3 


ing cleanſed from all filthineſs of the Fleſh 
us | __ Spiriz we may perfect Holineſs in thy 
nis Fear. ©. 1 8 „%% . 


ch | The Prayer. 
in | A God, who madeſt thy bleſſed 


| Son to be circumciſed, and obedient to 
hat |} the Law for Man; grant me, I beſeech thee, 
the | the true Circumciſion of the Spirit, that my 
; Heart, and all my members being. moriified 
from all tale and carnal luſts, I may 


e, I , all things obey thy bleſſed will, through 
BY the ſame zby 595 Yes Chriſt our Tord. 5 
thee Amen. : 1 

ur. GE EE 5 3 3 
p< Þ Ejaculations for the Morning. : 


4 ye. i. J Riſe thou that ſleepeſt ( ariſe my dull 
unci A and drowſie Soul) and Chriſt will 
ut a” give thee Ligbt. 85 | 


angh 2. To thee, O Lord, do I lift up my Eyes, 
| cir my Hands, my Heart, from this Bed where 


„ anc. W my Body hath taken its nightly Repoſe, to- 
d un wards thy Heaven, where my Soul expects 
»wew's her eternal rer. | 
r un. 3. My voice ſhalt thou hear betimes in the 
othro Morning; in the Morning will I direct my 
it h. Prayer unto thee, and will look up. 
2 dea, 4. I confeſs, O Lord, that I am utterly 
rat bc- unworthy to enjoy this bleſſed Light, which 
wy . 2 I have 
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4 Morning Prayer. Part I. 


J have ſo much abuſed to thy great diſho- 
nour; much more the Light of Grace, by 
which thou leadeſt me to that of Glory : 
And that it were juſt with thee, for ever to 
deprive me of theſe happy Lights, and to 
— 85 me to the Terrors of eternal Dark- 
ACC Re wo, 


Morning Prayer. 
| 0 Moſt holy, merciful, and gracious God, in 
_& whoraTlive, move, and have my Being; 
to whom I owe all the comforts of this life, 
aud of that which is to come; from a ſenſe of 
_ theſe, and thy preſervation of me the night 
paſt, I deſire to praiſe thy holy Name for all 
rh goodneſs and Rindneſs towards me; but 
mare eſpecially I adore and praiſe thee for 
| thy mnfinite love and compaſſion to Mankind, 
in ſending thy Son to become Man, and to 
die for us, to ſave us from our ſad and 
loft ſlate of Sin and Miſery, and to pur- 
chaſe and promiſe Pardon and Salvation to 
' ug who had utterly undone our ſelves: O 
„ give me grate to accept and partake of it, 
[4 upon the gracious conditions of Repentance 
and Obedience on which it is offered to 
me by the Goſpel, that I may never neg- 


lect ſo great Salvation, nor by impenitence 
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Part IJ. Morning Prayer. 7 


In, and brought forth in iniquity, ſo ever 
fince, as thou haſt added to the number of my 
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an my dying 20 


8 Norning Prayer. Part I. 
a oe: ME | = 
And what fhall I ſay unto thee, becanſe of | 
eſe things * Tribulation and Anguiſh, In- 
eiagieatium and Wrath, is the due portion of 
them that do evil; aud if thou ſhouldeſt abau- 
cow ite and caſt me ont of thy fight, I muſt 
eornfeſs that thou art righteous, and that J 
reap 624 the fruit of my own ways, and ſuf- 
fer the deſerved pani Ken of mine iuiqui- 
iy. But, O merciful God, who art ſlow to 
auger, and of great pity, and who wouldeſF 
Have none to periſh, but all to come to Re- 
pentance; work in me, I beſeech thee, a true 


aud hearty Repentance, ſuch as thou haſt. re- 


quired and.wilt accept, and let the merits of 


cy Som render it effettual to the forgiveneſs 


of my fins: O let the Bload of Chriſt, who 


through the Eternal Spirit offered himſelf 


without ſpot to God, purge my Conſci- 
ence from dead works to ſerve the living 


God; and puriſie my ſoul from all unclean- 


eſs, that 1 5 agg: the power of his Death 
in, and riſing unto righteonſe 
zeſs, in having my old man crucified with 
him, that the body of my fia may be deſtroved, 
that henceforth 7 may #0t ſerve ſin, but live 
as becomes the pe! 4 Chriſt. e 
. 7 


; Let thy Grace, 1 beſeech thee ; teach aud: 
enable me to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly 
[uſts, and to live ſuberly, 1 and. 

G 


godly in this preſent World; and let the ſame 


Grace 


Part I. 


Grace repair thoſe decays of my Nature, which 
have been made by my ſin; and make up what- 
ver damage any others have ſuſtained by iy 


E wickedneſs; and let not thy Name and Hu- 


OR. ons, 


nour ſuffer, but glorifie thy ſelf in and by 


me, who have been ſo inſtrumental to th 
Dijhonour : Let an awful. ſenſe of thee and 
thy Holy preſence be always upon my mind, and 


prirify my moſt ſecr et thoughts and att;ons „ and - 


C : ; 8 
do thou take poſſeſſion of me, and re iu nie 


in ſuch a manner that all my affedioas aud 
thoughts, words aud actions, inay be ſanctiſi- 
ed by thy Grace, and tend to the promotion of 


thy glory. 


Bleſs and preſerve me this day both it my 
Soul and Body, in my going out and com- 
ing in, and in all that I ſhall ſet my hands 
unto ; keep me from all evil, but eſpecially 


5 


from fin, and quicken me by thy grace unto e- 
very good work, that ſo I may ſerve thee with 


a free aud chearful mind, and make it my 


meat and drink to do thy blejſed will, and 


improve more and more in all thoſe habits of 
virtue, which are requiſite 10 fit and prepare 


me for the happineſs of Heaven. Theſe mer- 


cies, and whatever elſe thou knoweſt to be moſt 
convenient for me, I do humbly beg, in the 
Name, and for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt our 
only Mediator and Advocate, who maketh In- 


' tercefſion for us, and hath given us confidence 


to come unto thee in his Name, and hath 


B 4 taught 


Morning Prayer. 2 
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8 Ejaculations, &c. Part J. 


taught us 10 ſum up all our Pra ers in 1. bit 


ou words, ſaying, 


Our Father, Se. | 


2 Er at going "Beth. 


ORD, preſerve my going out and 
coming in from this time forth for 


evermore. Give thy Angels charge over 
me, to kecp me in all my ways. 


2. Set a watch, O Lord, defore my 


Mouth, and keep the door of my Lips. 


G let not iy Heart be inclined to any 


evil thing; let me not be occupied in un- 
yoaly works. : 
4. Hold thou up my goings in thy paths 
- that, my footiteps | 
HE ED . Lead me fe 


{li Ip not. 


, * 2 
halt be tay h 
4 ” * 
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in thy ſight as the Incenſe, and the 


lifting up of my Hands be as the Evan: 
Sacrifice. 
21. O give thanks unto the Lord, for heis 


good, and his Mercy endureth for ever. 
3. For thou, O Lord, haſt granted me 


thy loving kindneſs in the day time, and 


therefore in the night ſeaſon I will think on 
thee, and make 112 Prayer to the God of 


my life, 4.0 


in thy truth, and learn Y 
ne, for thou-art the God: of aig. 4 


"FA * xs T my e 0 L be ſet forth 


= n U 


— 7 


Tax, 


I. Part IJ. Evening Prayer. 9 
bis 4. O thou that ſaid'ſt Ler there be licht 


and there was light, open mine Eyes that I 


'F 11cep not in Death. | 
F. Conſider and hear me, O God, and 


hide me under the ſhadow of thy wings, and 


let my Soul reſt in thee. Amen. 


Evening Prayer. 


1 and Everlaſtiug God, and in Fe- 
= ſus Chriſt our moſt Merciful and Graci- 
ous Father, I thy finful and unworthy Crea- 
ture, do here moſt humbly preſent my ſelf be- 
fore thee ; to confeſs my ſins, and to beg thy 


bewail my abuſes of them. 


WRT ure, having a backwardneſs to all Good, 
ad 2 great readineſs and inclination to all 
| Evil, But I have defiled my ſelf vet much 
worſe by my own actual fins and wicked cu- 
nis. Thou haſt given me a Law which is 
Il, juſt and good; but I have broken this 
Law from day to day, and alſo ſlighted and 
abuſed the riches of thy Grace diſcovered in 
the Goſpel, and not ſuffered thy Goodneſs to 
lead me to . 1 
And now, O Lord, what can I expect, ha- 
ving done theſe things, but to be utterly ab- 
bor; ed and forſaken ne? that 15 iadeed 
7 F b 7 


pardon, to acknowledge thy mercies, aud 10 


I confeſs, O Lord, I am deſiled in my very 
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the due reward of my ſins. Bat O thou mer- 


10 Evening Prayer. Part J. 


ciful preſerver of men, who freely pardoneſt all 
that truly repent, who 8 . Repentance to 
all that ask, aud inviteſt all to ask by pro- 
»1fing to give: Give me, JI beſeech thee, a 
deep and hearty Repentance, a ſincere contri- | 
Zion, a true ſorrow for, and a perfect hatred || 


of all my fins, with a firm reſolution to for- 


Jake them. And then according to thy good- 
neſs, let thine Auger and thy Wrath be turned 
away from me; look upon me in thy Son my 
bleſſed Saviour, who came into the world fo 


| ſave ſinners; and for the mercies of his ſuf- 


Ferings pardon all my fins; my fins of weak- 


 weſs and ſurprize, of wilfulneſs and delibera- 


tion, particularly thoſe of this day; forgive 


my kuown, and cleanſe me from my ſecret 


Sins. To : 


os „„ 5 
And becauſe I am not ſuſficient of my ſelf 
79 avoid any evil or perform any good, be thou 
gracioufly preſent with me to preſerve me from 


the wy aud aſſiſt me in the other: enable me, 


by thy holy Spirit, to overcome every corrnf! 
and ſinful inclination, to mortifie every vile 
tuft aud irregular paſſion, and to bring both 
my Soul and Body under the government if 
Reaſon and Religion. Endue me, good Lord, 
with a ſpirit of true and fervent Devotion 10 
thee my Creator and Redeemer, with an up- 
right, juſt and charitable heart to all my 
acrighbours, aud with a temperate, Aa 

js 


ibera- 
give 
ſecret 


- 


uy ſelf 
e thou 
e from 
ble me, 
"Orrupu 
ry wile 
J both 
nent of 


Lora, 


tiou 10 


an up- 
all my 
nu ented 


and 


and Temporal. Ib. 


Part 1. Evening Prayer. TT 


and humble mind in every condition aud ſtate 
of life unto which thou ſhalt pleaſe to call 


me; that ſo I may follow the example, aud 
come to the temper of my bleſſed Lord and 


Maſter, and to ſuch a divine and heavenly 


ſp:rit and diſpoſition, as may fit me to dwell 


with him for ever. 
And I deſire to return my thankful acknow- 
ledgment for all thy mercies both Spiritual 
0 bee for my Creation, 
for my continual Preſervation, that of this 


day in particular, and all the bleſſings of this 


life: but above all for thine ineſtimable lyve 
in the Redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. I thank thee according to my 
poor ability, from the very bottom of my. heart, 
for his manifeſtation in our fleſh; for the 


charitable. teſtimonies he gave of his love to 
mankind in the courſe of his life; for that. 
aſtoniſhing grace in ſubmitting himſelf to die 


for us; for his glorious Reſurrection and A, 
cenſion to Heaven; for his Iuterceſſion for us 
at thy right hand; and for his ſending to us 
the holy Spirit, to enlighten, our minds with 
the knowledge of thy will, and to ſged abroad 


thy love in our hearts. Tthankthee, O Lord, 


that thou-haſk pardoned ſo many dffences, and 
fo graciouſly importuned me to return to my 
duty, and afforded me ſo long a time and 
ſpace of Repentance. I thank thee for all 


which 


the helps and 9 kl thy holy Spirit 


. 
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12 Lijaculations, &c. Part I. 


which thou haſt already favoured me withal; 
that thou haſt ſo frequently made good moti- | 
ons in my Soul, inſpired me with holy thoughts \ 


aud devout affedtions, and inclined my will 1 


| _ ways to the choice of that which is good. | 
J bleſs: and praiſe thee for all the means of || 
Grace, and for the hope of Glory; and I be- 
ſeech thee to give me that due ſenſe of all thy 
- mercies, that my heart may be unfeignedly 
. thankful, and that I nay ſhew forth thy praiſe 
not only with my lips but in my life and con- 
verſarion, by giving up my ſelf to thy ſervice, 
and by walking before hos in holineſs and 
- righteonſneſs all the = of my life. 


Tale me into thy care and protection this 
. night, keep me by thy Grace from all works of 
" darkneſs, and end me by thy Power from 
all dangers; give me a quiet and comfortable 
repoſe, and when I awake' in the morning, 
Belp me to employ all my renewed ſtrengtb to 
thy honour aud 3 through jeſus Chriſt, in 
whoſe bleſſed 5 and Words I recommend 
my ſelf and all thy people to thy infinite 
J.... 
Our Father, c. 0 
 Epaculations at going to Bed. 
1. J Hill lay me down in peace, and ſleep ; 
. = for thon, Lord, only maleſt me todwell 
in ſafety. LET: 


2. Have 


of the Planets: To know thee, O Lord, 
. . 


Part I. Meditations, &c. © 13 


| 2. Have mercy upon me this N ight, O 
| bleſſed Jeſus, who didſt die and revive for 


us, that whether we awake or ſleep, we 


ſhould live together with thee. | 
3. Protect and defend me, O Lord, by 
thy heavenly Grace, from all dangers, "this 


night, and all. the days of my life; in the 


hour of Death, and in the day of Tg | 


good Lord deliver me. 
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Sunday Morning's ie warns 


1. 


OS let us lay aſide the Cares of this 
World, and take into our minds the 


Joys of Heaven; ; let us empty our heads 


of all other thoughts, and r that up- 
per room to e et God. 4 
Retiring from the many diſtractions of 


this life, and cloſely recollecting all the 


forces of our Soul; ſo to purſue in earneſt 

that one neceſſary Work, the ſecuring to 

our ſelves the e 3 of Heaven. 
Miſerable are they, O Lord, who ſtudy 


all things elſe, and never ſcek to taſte thy 5 


ſweetneſs ; miſerable, though their skill can 
number the Stars, and trace out the ways 


1. 


* Y . 
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14 Prayers for Sunday, Part J. J 


1s to be truly wiſe, and to contemplate thee, 
the higheſt Learning. I 


EBW 


Send forth thy light, O thou Morning- | 
ſtar, and lead us to thy holy hill: ſend fort! 


* * 


thy Truth, O increated Wiſdom, and bring 


us to thy bleſſed Tabernacle. 


A: Prayer for Sunday | Moine 


0 Eternal and moſt Glorious God, I hum 
bly beſeech thee to prepare my Soul 10 


worſhip thee this day acceptably, with 're- 
We aud godly 2 3 Hl. 23 with that 
Fait. that works by love, parifie my heart 
from all vain, or worldly, or ſiuful thoughts, 
fix my affections on things above, give me 
grace to receive thy word, which I ſhall 
Jew this day, in an honeſt and good heart, | 


and to bring forth fruit with patience. 


Pardon all my ſins, and let them not hin- 


der the aſcending of my Prayers and Praiſes 


unto thee, nor the deſcending of thy mer- 


cies and graces upon me. Let my private 


Dewotions' ſo fit and prepare me for thy 


public Morſbip, that all thiue Ordinances 


may be profitable io me, that by thy Grace 
derived from them, my whole life may be ac- 
ceptable to thee, in and through my bleſſed | 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. e 


- A Prayer 


* 
£ 
if 
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15 


Part I. Prayers fon Sunday. 15 


A Prayer for Sunday Noon. 
FP) Thou God of infinite Compaſſion, 1 bleſs 


\ 


and praiſe thy Name, for this hap- 
py liberty which thou vouchſafeſt me of mak- 


ing my addreſſes 0 thee in thine houſe of 
; et me never want or neglect 
zhe Light of the Goſpel : pardon and re- 


lieve as well my blindneſs as my backward- 


Prayer. 0 


neſs hitherto, which hath rendered me un- 


profitable under it, and make me ſo duly 


ſenſible of my abuſe or miſimprovement of 
the tenders of thy Grace aud Mercy, that 
I may henceforth obey all thy godly moti- 
ons, til my experience of thy Love fill me 
with joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 


A Prayer for Sunday Night. 


[ Praiſe thee, O God, I thank thee for all 


the means of thy Grace and the hope of thy 


Glory. And it is a new favour that I may 
thas praiſe and bleſs thee both in the Aſſem- 
blies of 2 % People and in my own Retire- 


ments; O give me a heart to delight in it, 
and in all other duties of a Chriſtian Life: 
That obeying the holy Goſpel in all things, aud 
being never weary of well-doing, I may find 


thy unwearied goodneſs extending it ſelf to 


immortal life and vliſs through Chriſt Je- 


fuse 
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16 » Meditations, &c. Part J. 
ſus. Grant, O bleſſed Jeſus, that thy holy 


laws may be more deeply engraven on my 
Heart: At that prota ne 72 hade 3 
z his day, may be ſo faithfully preſerved aud 
kept in mind, as to become the rule of my 
life, or the ground of my hope, and a power- || 
Ful motive to univerſal obedience to the end 
of my days. O that the remainder of my 
days may be the better for this day; and the | 
Holy reſt we obſerve here ou Earth may be a | 
beginning of that eternal reſt which we wait | 


| | for at F ſecond comiug / Amen. Come : 
Mleditations for Monday. 


I 


| glorious Lord, who 


'þ E Je are they, 
| _ every where adore, thy Majeſty, and 


© | live on Earth, as in the ſight of the King of 
1] Heaven, and every - moment have God in 
'q ihn | 
| | The all-ſeeing eye of God looks down 
14 to this lower World, and beholds all the WW 
14 ways of thc children of Men: if we go out, 4 
[1 he marks our ſteps; and when we retire, 


our Cloſet excludes 8 We: 

While we are alone, he minds our de- ( 
figns, and the ends we aim at in all our 

1 0 Studies; 


Part I. Prayers for Monday. 17 
Studies; when we converſe with others, 


we do them or our ſelves. 
IV. 


* 
1 ; 
# 
f 
: } 
- 


ſpend our time; and our darkeft Night con- 
ceals not our Works from him: If we de- 
ceive our neighbour, he ſees the fraud, and 
hears the leaſt whiſper of a Nlandering 
Tongue. 


A Prayer for Monday Morhing. 
LE, Alu, bry God, who of thy Goodneſs he 
EE reſerved me from tht perils of the _ 
5 4 Ras a 2 vro £44 me zo rhe. - 
who 
and 
g of , ſanchfie aid ͤ V 7 
dg in Body bs Ihe ways. of thy* Laut, Tn ry TY 


the © works. of thy. Commandments. that 
through thy moſl aer Protection I may 


own Wi: preſerved from all evil both this. Lord 
the Word for ever, ee 2 RES Chriſt our Lord. 
Out, Amen. Eo 


— 


A Prayer for Monday Noon: 
de: 0 Holy Lord, who requireſt Trath in the ir- 


8 parts, keep v me from relapſing into 


dies; thoſe 


he obferves Our Deportment, and the good 


All the day long he conf dereth bor we 
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always judge of my ſelf as thou judgeſt if | 


and the night were created and governed, 


Creature here proſtrate before thee; pars 


Countenauce ſo ſhiue upon me, that ner 


18 Prayers for Monday. Part I. 
thoſe fins I have :repented of, and from 
continuing in fin without Repentance; 0 | 


ſuffer me not to ſpeak. peace to my ſelj 


when there is no peace; but grant I may | 


my ſelf, till J am at perfect peace with thee, | 
and by purity of heart be N zo ſee 
thee in thy Kingdom, through Jeſus Ohriſt. 


Amen. 


me, that | may never be at peace 4 | 
[ 


A Prayer for Monday Night. 


0 Moſt Glorious God, who, dwelleſt in zhat 
Light. auto which no mortal eye an 
approach, by whoſe Providence both the day 

aud who haſt made the out-goings of the 
morning and evening to praiſe thee, lool 
down in merc _ me thine unworthy 


don all my fins, and let the light of thy 


ther the Prince of Darkneſs may have any 
power over me, nor the works of Darkneſi 
overwhelm me: but that by thy mighty 
Protection] may be defended both in Bo- 
dy and Soul from all perils and danger 
this night, and for evermore, through Jeſus] 
Chriſt my Saviour and Redeemer. 
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Meditations, &c. 19 
Meditations for Tueſday. 
Ord, how ſecure and quiet they do live 


1d protects; the day goes ſmoothly over 
their Heads, and ſilent as the ſhadow of a 


Dial; the Spirits of their Fancy run calm 


nd even, and ebb and flow in obedience to 
eaſon; all their delight is to think of Hea- 

en, and meditate on the joys they ſhall one 

day poilets. „„ 


. 


in, and by its fawning outſide gains admit- 


tance; it promiſes at firſt all joy and hap- 


pineſs, but ſoon diſcovers its pernicious in- 
ent; ſoon it grows bold to undermine 


their repole, and open a Door to all their 


enemies. 
III. 


$o, at a little Breach in the Walls of a 


City, a whole Army pours in its numerous 
Body, enſlaving all that ſubmit to their vi- 
olence, and deſtroying all that make head 


to reſiſt: and ſuch, alas, 1s their confuſi- 


on, who once have yielded to the firſt aſ- 
lault of any paſſion ; immediately a throng 


of tumultuous ſpirits croud into their heads, 


and utterly conſume the little remainder of 
weir Peace. no. 


A Prayer 


whom thy Grace continually preſerves 


Till ſome unruly paſſion preſles to come 


ts Pier, for Tueſdny. Part I. 
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- ae-:a thankful heart, make me truly ſenſible | 
my thankfulneſs to thee, by an entire obedi- 
er my ſelf ip wholly to thy diſpoſal, and to 
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A Prayer for Tueſday Morning. 
FJ: Lord, I ſee and bewail the Corruption of | 
my own Nature, my Averſion to good, aud 
Lucliuation to all evil: O do thou mortifie my 
Luſti, and quicken thoſe Seeds of virtue which | 
Holy Spirit hath planted in me. Create in 


0 


0 
0 
1; 


my obligations to thee, and let me expreſs 


( 


eence to all thy holy Laws; enable me to re- 


ue thee with all the powers of my Body aud 
for the ſake of Jeſus) 


* — 7 4 » Yr 
e 
* AJ 3 * * * 2 


ee, ane, 
t ana body in the 


= 2 r Ren Ye 
6 ts Pfr. 
1 * 4. 


$4 ena, A he LEGS 

Fifie and govern both my. | 
Ways of thy Laws, and in the works of thy 
Commandments, that throagh thy moſt mighty 

rotection both here and ever, I may be pre- 
ſerved in body and ſoul, through our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


A Prayer for Tueſday Night. 
MMI Of mighty God, I beſeech thee give thy 


Ü Angels charge over me, to keep me 1 
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ng. | rant me a moderate and refreſhing ſleepy 
on of Wb a5 may fit me for the duties of the d 
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Meditations for” mid, 


() The diſtraction of a life led by humour, > 2 5 
and the miſcrable thraldom of bein x 
ſabjeèt to our Paſſions! How often do the 
engage us to contend with others, and ib. fs 
ter all our days with ſtrife and envy! How 25 FE 
ten do they quarrel even among them 
eycs, and raiſe 1 in our own Foſoms! pes Bo 
If they by chance agree in one defre, 3 
they many times vex us by their being ab. = 
appointed ; if they perhaps ſometimes due. 85 3 — 
cted, they ſeldom produce the expected con- 
n tent; if they delight our corrupted taſte; *- 
and we reedity ſwallow their unwholſon ES | 
Lord ſweetneſs; then 'tis, alas, they moſt of all 
undo us, by feeding the Duma a . . | 
aul Diſeaſe. | ESSE £2 
Eu A ur 4 BE: LE: 
ve thy Vain at the beſt, an mort are t e abel 
wp Z ments Of this World; which. after. A little 
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Part J. Meditations, Nc. 2 
or any plague come nigh my dwel ling: "= s 


toe; fat oe ry woe 7 


22 Prayers for Wedneſday. Part I. 


flattery, betray us into ruin. Save us, O 
Lord, or elſe we periſh; awake, and with | 
thy ſpeedy Mercy reſcue thy ſervants ; ſend! 
down thy powerful Grace to fortifie us a | 
gainſt all the furious Aſſaults of Paſſion and 
Temptation; Let Reaſon and Faith, and i 
thy Love be more and more enforced and 
{trengthened in us. _ - 


A P rayer for Wedneſday Morning. 


' A Lmighty God, who alone canſt order the 
EE unruly wills aud afffectious of ſinful 
Men, grant that I may love the thing which 
thou commandeſt, and deſire that which thou 
doſt promiſe ; that ſo amongſt the ſundry aud 
manifold changes of the world, my heart may 
ſurely there be fixed, where true joys are tt 
be fond, through - Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen, | „ v | 

A Praycr for Wedneſday Noon. 

Eliver me, O Lord, from the occaſions! 
fin, ſucceed my watchfulneſs, and lead 
me not into temptation ; perfect the work tha 
haſt begun, and cheriſh the good purpoſes thou 
haſt wrought in me, that they may become 
rooted habits of Virtue; aud make, O Lord 
pray thee, even my paſſions ſervants to thy 
Grace, change my rude Anger into a ſeverity 
againſt my ſelf, and a prudent Zeal again) 
| Fe 


art I. Part IJ. Meditations, &c. 23 


us, O | 
d with | orouſueſs to offend, aud an awful reverence 
; ſend F thy ſacred Name. Amen. Es 
Us a. N 8 6 - | | oy | 
4 un FA Prayer for Wedneſday. Night. 
ed and Y) Moſt gracious God, T bleſs and praiſe thy 
inually heapeſt upon me, particularly for thoſe 
"N19, 6b T hawe#his day received from 205 Pa 
don, I befeech thee, ull the fins and negligences 
der the which ] have been at any time guilty, and 
ſinfulſſet them not hinder the continuance of t 
wiel hrercy aud favour towards me, on which all the 
ch thou ken; of my life depend: I commend my ſelf 
ary and thy gracious protection and bleſſing this 
art may 


are 10 


fend me ſleeping and waking ;, that reſting iu 
+ Lord, 7 | 


hy peace, living in thy fear, and dying in 
7 e I maybe raiſed by thy power unto 
everlaſtin | life, through Jeſus Chriſt Iny Sa- 
oon. Nriour. Amen. | 
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md lead AM Lt nts | 3 OP 
may Meditations for Thurſday. 


ofes thun Eliver us, O Lord, from asking of 


becomt! thee what we cannot receive without 


O LordWſGanger to our ſelves, and from receiving 


fs f0 thy 
ſever) 
/ again 


7 


thers, and ruining our own Souls. 


Deliver 


e fins of others: convert my Fear into a ti- 


Name for all thy mercies which thou con- 


pight and ever, beſeeching thee to ſave and de- 


what we cannot uſe without offending o- 
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bounty, that We omit ta perform our own | 


of an undiſciplin'd life. If we beg Grace 


A Prayer for Thurſday Morning. 
the people that walked in darkneſs have ſeen 


Light ſhined; Lord, grant that in thy Light 
Prepare 'mne eyes to behold the illuſtrious 
fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of Dark- 

a Child of the ee e the Day. Let 


24 A Prayer for Thinſday. Part I. 
Deliver us from prefiyming ſo on thy 


duty: Still to our Devotions let us join our 
beſt endeavours, and readily comply with 
the motions of thy 1 0 „ 
If we deſire of thee to relieve our ne- 
ceſſities, let us faithfully begin to labour 
with our hands, and not expect a bleſ- 
ſing from the Clouds, on the idle follies 


for Victory over our paſſions, let us 
conſtantly ſtrive to reſiſt their aſſaults, 
and uſe the proper weapon againſt every 


Holy Jeſus, thou art the Sun of Righte- 
/ . ouſneſs, by whoſe riſing upon the Earth 


a great Light, and * them that dwell in 
the land of the ſhadow of Death hath the 


I may ſee Light :- Let the Light of thy Grace 
ſplendor of thy Glory : Let me have no longer 
neſs, but rather reprove them, by walking as 


ruth direct me to, and the 


the Light of thy 
Tt ot | Light 
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Lb. of thy Grace ſupport me in the way to 
1 thy % and life eri Amen. g | 
.own | 0 


in our 


en A Prayer for Thurſday Noon. 


Moſt bleſſed God. N as thou haſt reſerved 
5 0 me hitherto this Jay, ſo bleſs 4 beſeech 


ir ne- 


thee, the remaining part of it: That endea- 
labour ¶ vouring. ſincerely in all my deſigns, words, de- 
| bleſ- res and actions to approve my ſelf to thee, as 
follies NY good and faithful ſervant, I may with a 


Grace 
let us, 
aults , 
every 


good Conſcience preſent my ſelf before thee in 
the conclufion of it ; and with the greater 
confidence of thy gracious acceptance renew 
y praiſes, and commend my ſelf to thy bleſ- 
, and hope for thy continued protection, 
rough Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be glory for 
ung. Nr. Awen. „„ 


er A Prayer for Thurſday Night. 

e | +1 | | | | | 

ve ſeen fAL1mighty God and moſt merciful Father, to 

well in whoſe power and goodneſs I owe my Being, 

ath the ud all the Bleſſings that I enjoy; accept I 

y Light Weſeech thee, m Thanks and Praiſe, for all the 
Grace Nlercies thou haſt this day vouchſafed to me: 

4 Pardon all my fins, which make me unworthy 

0 longer I thy Mercies, and teach me ſo to uſe the 

f Dar. eſbngs thou giveſt me here, that I may at 

Ming as Welt be fit for thoſe which are at thy right 

y. Let and for evermore. Amen. 

„% » » 7 


Light . * Me di- 
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Meditations for Friday. 


() Thou our gracious and indulgent Fa- | | 
8 ther, who freely pardoneſt all that tru- | 
bf repent, who givelt repentance to all that 


ask, and inviteſt all to ask by promiſing to 
give; make us ſeriouſly ſearch into our 
own Breaſts, and heartily lament our many 
failings. Eo 

Make us ſearch diligently for our boſom- 


ins, and ftrive to caſt them out by Prayer 
and Faſting. All we can offer thy offended Þ 
XIajeſty to pacify the Juſtice of thy wrath, Þ 
is only an humble Eye bathed in tears, and a 


penitent Heart broken with contrition. 
„„ 8 


Only a firm reſolve to change our lives. 
And even all this we muſt beg of thee: Pre- 
ſerve us, O Lord, by thy powerful Grace, 
that no temptation ſurprize or overcome us, 
reclaim our wandring fancies, and guide and 


fix them to attend thy ſervice. 


A Prayer for Friday Morning. 
0 Moſt bleſſed God, I adore and humbly wor- 


ſhhip thee, I acknowledge my dependence un 


thee, in thee 1 live and move, and to thy Boun- 
% 7 wwe all the good things I enjoy. I thank 
eher fur preſerving me this night, and for rai- 
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ſiug me up to the light of another day; Keef 

5 in 158 ſows Home all fin and 4 er, at 
ſo direct me in thy ways, that thy Word be- 
ing my Rule, thy Grace my Guide and Afſiſt- 
t © ance, thy Goodneſs my pattern aud example, 
q | thy Foys may be everlaſting recompence 
rand re dvar d, through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt 
my J 


A Prayer for Friday Noon. 


cr Þ 0 Eternal God, the giver of all good things, 

give unto thy Servant ſo fervently to deſire, 
th, 142h:1y zo underſtand, and conſtantly to perſe- 
da] vere in the practice of all thy Evangelical Pre- 
 [Ecepts, that no oe bor gen of this World, nor 
all the Powers of y 


ell may be able to with- 


yes. draw my Heart from thee, or my Actions from” 
pre- the rule of Righteouſneſs; but let thy Teſtimo- 
ace, ¶ wes be ever both my. Counſel and Comfort im 
us; M Pilgrimage upon Earth ; that in the end I 


may ſafely arrive at thy Kingdom in Heaven 
to aſcribe for ever, F 
Glory be to the Father, c. 
As it was in the beginning, Cc. 


wor- | A Prayer for Friday Night. 
Ae Praiſe and Adore thee, O Lord of Heaven 
thank. en Earth, that by thy merciful Provideacc 
4 rain. ade been preſerved this day paſt, aud am 
ſong bere proftrate again before ther; nc! only 14: 
GC 2 > 


. 
1 Heul!“ 


28 Meditations, &c. Part I. 


health and ſafety of Body, but in Integrity of | | 
Heart, I hope, and with a ſincere purpoſe to | 


continue always thy faithful Servant. 


Pardon, O merciful Father, whatſoever I 


have done or omitted this day, contrary to my 


reſolutions and obligations, and grant that F 
the ſenſe of my paſt miſcarriages may render 


me more careful and vigilant for the Time to 
come. Let thy bleſſed Spirit be always preſent 


with my mind; to recollect my diſtractions, 
and awaken my conſiderations, and warn me 
of my dangers, that I may never be ſurpriſed | 
by any temptation to fin, but continue ſtedfaſt 
in my duty; and make it my conſtant care to 
approve my ſelf to thee in well-dowg ; that ſo 
living in thy fear, I may die in thy favour, 
reſt in thy peace, and reign with thee in thy 

Flory, through the Merits of Jeſus Chrilt ] 


thy Son our Saviour. Amen. 


8 
"VO 


— 


Meditations for Saturday. 


Each me, O Lord, that ſafe and eaſie! 


method of cenſuring my ſelf, to be 
acquitted by thee; every night let me fit as 


an impartial Judge; and ſtrictly examine 
every thought, word, and action of the day 


paſt. - 
Imploring thy Pardon of what I have done 
amiſs, and the aſſiſtance of thy Grace for the 
time 


— — 1 —˙ » GOES —˙⅛—⸗· 
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time to come. If I perhaps find ſome little 

thing well done, when weighed. with the 
allowance indulged our frailty ; let me re- 
turn all the glory to thee my God, and beg 


thy Grace to continue and improve it. 
| ME. 


Lis thy Hand that ſows the Seed, and 
thy Blefſing alone that gives the IHercaſe; 
thus let me once a day, at leaſt, look home, 
and ſeriouſly enquire into the ſtate of my 


Soul: Whatever my weakneſs or. malice 


IV. 


4 may have don e, let me ſpeedily undo by al 
| 5 hearty contrition. 


= Letnot the Sun go down upon my wrath,” 
nor on any other unrepented fin: Let me 
every day write at the foot of my account, 


Reconcil'd to my God, and in charity with 


all the World; that going to bed with a 


quiet Conſcience, I may fall aſleep in peace 


Prayers for Saturday Morning. 


| 0 Thou ever bleſſed Majeſty, who filleſt Hea- 
ven and Earth with thy preſence, and art 


always liſtening to the ſupplications of a World 


| of Creatures that hang upon thee, open, I be- 


ſecch thee, thine ears of mercy to me thy unwor- 


thy Creature, and accept my praiſe aud thankſ- 
givings for all the mercies both 2 aud 


eapeſt upon 


Temporal which thou continually h 
"02 Nie. 


30 Prayers for Saturday. Part I. 
me. I praiſe thee, I bleſs thee, I give thanks to | 
- Zbee for thy Son Jeſus Chriſt manifeſted in the 
fleſh to deſtroy the works of the Devil. TI thank 
thee for all that be hath done and ſuffered, and 
i ſtill doing at thy right hand in order to our 
Salvation; I thank thee oa on me this 
hoſt] 


laſt night from all perils g 


whereas thou 4 juſtly have ſuffered me 
ro ſleep in death, 
and heinous fins wherewitth I have from time to 


time offended thy —_ Majeſty. 


T have finned, and what ſhall T fay unto 
thee, O thou preſerver of men? I have left un- 
clone zhoſe things which I ought to have done, 


and have done thoſe things which Tought not 
to have done, and there is no health in mes * 
But than, O Lord, have mercy upon me 4 mi- 


ſerable offender ! ¶ thou, who depref not the 


death of a finuer, but rather that he would. 
turn from his wickedneſs and live, have mer- 


cy upon me, ſpare me, aud reſtore me, who 
4 here in all humility confeſs my faults, and 
deſire to be penitent for them. 

. OO 
Hlave regard to thy bleſſed Son, who is our 
Advocate with thee, C Father, and the propi- 


tiation for our ſius; for his ſake mercifully 


grant unto me true repentance, and thy hol 

Spirit, which may teach and enable me tov 

pleaſe thee hereafter in all things, to deny all 
| angodlineſs 


and bodily, and 
_ for raifigge me up tO ſee the lig Z of another day 5 


by reaſon of thoſe manifold 


Fr, 
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urngodlineſs and wordly Inſts, and to live god. 
| gractons protection; and grant that this day I 
Vall into no fra, nor run into any kind of danger; 


bus that all my doings being ordered by thy go- 


= fence towards t. 
| fo af af I nay come to thine eternal joy, thro" 
(Of 


| fiſt and overcome all temptations to fin ; from 


Se 


ly, righteonſly, and ſoberly in this preſeat world. 
Keep me all this duy in thy fear, and under thy 


dernance, I may keep a Conſcience void of f 
ce, and towards all men; that 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, iu whoſe Name Ire- 

commend my ſelf and all mankind to thine in- 

finite mercy, ſaying as be hath taught me, 
Our Father, 22 : STA, 


A Prayer for Saturday Noon. 
God, who Rkuoweſt the frailties and infir- 
mities of my Nature, aud in the midſt of 
how many dangers I live, being continually 
ſabject to the deceits of the World, the Fleſh, 
aud the Devil; vouchſafe me the aſſiſtance of 
2% All-powerful Grace, and enable me to re- 


the ſnares of the World, the eh e of my 
Nature, the arts and deſigns of the Devil, from 
the miſchief of evil Counſel, the infection of | 
bad Example, a great danger, and an invinci- 1 
ble Temptation, ir bas deliver me. 

Let every mercy have its due effec upon me, 
every opportunity of Repentance make me bet- 
ter, and if a temptation prove too hard for es 

| | Ps bez 


„ Rn , Pack 


let me nor ſleep with an unrepented fin in my ö 
boſom ; but gi ve me a penitent Heart, a watch- 
ful and upright Conſcience; let thy Goodneſs | 


and Beneficence be my Pattern, and make me 


aſeful in the ſtation thou haſt placed me in: 
give me an Heart, and give me Wiſdom and 
Ability to do good; and 15 fuch a temper and 

diſpoſttion of foul, as delights in the good of 
others, recommend me to that Charity that 


Ii pleaſed with 2 of well doing. 


0 good God! To whom every thing is poſſible, 
ſaunctiſie my re and let thy graci- 

. ous aids ſupply all ny defects, and ſo help my 
iufirmities, that I may live in thy love and 
fear, die in thy favour, and be prepared for 
the great account I am to give, and be re- 
ceived with thy faithful ſervants to the joy 
of thy Kingdom. Amen. e 

A Prayer for Saturday Night. 

OH glorious God, the Fountain of all 

' Goodneſs, and all Grace, from whom An- 
gels and Men, and all Creatures, have re- 
cei ved all the good that is in them, all they have 


and all they can do is intirely owing to thee ; I 
acknowledge the infinite obligations thou haſt 
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laid upon me to love and ſerve thee; but with | 


Came and ſorrow muſt confeſs, that I baue not 
loved nor ſerved thee as I ought; nay I have 
diſgonoured thee, and offended thee as I ought 


not, 
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= mot, doing what thou haſt forbidden, and not 1 
doing what thou haſt commanded. In my | 
= thoughts, in my words, in my actions, by all 
the ſenſes of my Budy, and all the powers of my | 
| Soul, I have broken thy righteous Laws, infinite 
| ways, by uumberleſs tranſgreſſions ;and to make 
| all Is out of meaſure ſinful, I have gone on 

in a daily courſe of repeating theſe 3 
ons againſt thee, notwithſtanding all thy calls 
to, and my own purpoſes aud vows of amend- 
ment; yea, this very day I have not ceaſed 
to add new ſins to a former guilt. 
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Aud nou, O Lord, what ſhall Ido, or whi- 

= ther ſhall I fly * How can I hope for Mercy, that 
= have deſerved the rigours of thy Fuſtice! But 

| fince it is thy Will that I fhould repent and 

live, look down, O Lord, in mercy upon me, who 
am unfit and unworthy to look up unto thee, 

and give me that godly forrow which worketh 

repentance ; forgive and put away all 75 fans, 

| and offences. Recerve me, O merciful Father, 

| aud be reconciled unto me in the mercies and 

| merits of thy dear Son: For his ſake reſtore 

| me again to thy grace and favour, aud the 

| light of thy eee and eſtabliſh me 

| with thy free ns Es” 
And let (I beſeech thee) thy good Spirit help 

ny infirmities, and teach me ſo to pray unte 

| thee, as to labour and ſtrive my ſeif, and ſo 

% labour and run, 1 may obtain; let it 


Dis 
22 {E 7 
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ue ver leave me nor forſake me, nor be with- 
arawn from me, but be aliving principle of all 
virtue in my Soul, and bring forth the fruits 


of univerſal Holineſs in my life and ye 
tion. Let my mind be ever poſſeſſed with a 


powerful ſenſe of thee, and ardent love to thee, 
and an holy care io pleaſe and obey thee in all 
things. Let the very ſame Mind and Spirit 
be in me, which was in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; 
zhe ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding and the 
fear of thee ; the Spirit of meekneſs, humility, 
purity and charity, that I may do thy will 
with ſuch chearfulneſs, zeal, conſtancy, pati- 


_ ence, and perſeverance as he did. 


IV. | 


Aud that my Ingratitude for wy former [© 


Bleſſings may not make me unwort 


and in- 
capable of the future; I deſire humbly zo offer 
#p this my Evening Sacrifice of Praiſe and | 
Thank; dave for all thy goodneſs and loving- 


| kindneſs multiplied and continued upon me aud 


upon all mankind. That thou haſt been pleaſed 
ro create us men after thine own Image, the 
moſs excellent of all the viſible works of thy 
hands; and when by our own fin and fall we 
had made our ſelves worſe than the vileſt of all 


thy Creatures, thou wert yet pleaſed to find out 
a means of redemption and reconciliation, by the 


death and ſatisfaction of thine own only Son. 


And haſt farther vouchſafed in ſome meaſure | 


ro fhed abroad in our hearts the good gifts and 
graces of thy holy Spirit; to excite, enable, 
ps d | and 
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and encoarage us in the performance of our 


| 7 duty here, and to ſeal to us the good hope of 
ts eternal Happineſs with thee hereafter. For 
= theſe and all and every of thy bleſſings apper- 
© taining both to this life, and that which is ts 
come, which are infinite for number, and for 
= worth unvaluable, and every way unſpeakable, 
aud which thy Providence inceſſantly heaps uf - 
on all Mankind, and particularly upon me thy 
= moſt undeſerving ſervant ; Ithankfally return 
my Heart and Soul in a moſt grateful acknow- 
: ledgment of thy infinite Bounty, and my own 
| unworthineſs ; with the tribute of all poſſible 
= love, howour, and 3 beſeeching thee, to 
: thy unſpeakable Bleſſings, 
to add yet this one more, even an Heart to im- 
= prove them tp thy Glory aud my own Salvation 
In theſe holy thoughts and defires T recommend 
my ſelf to thy gracious protection this Night; 
let me find them ſo freſh and lively in my 
soul, when I awake in the Morning, as to diſ- 
| poſe and fit me for the duties of thy worſhip 
and ſeruice. And the ſame mercies which 1 
beg for my fer J defire for the reſt of May- 
| k:2d, that they may know thee,aud acknowledge 
| thee, and be guided unto, and walk in the way 


| that leads to everlaſting life, through Jeſus 


Chriſt our bleſſed Saviour. In whoſe powerful 


name, aud comprehenſive words, I continue to 
pray as he hath taught me, ſaying, 


Our Father, Sc. 
506 A Prayer 


JV 
” Prayer to be uſed by a little : 


Child. 


O Los d, my moſt loving Saviour and merci- 8 
ful Redeemer, who commandeſt that lit- 


tle Childen ſhould come unto thee, and didſt 


take them up in thine Arms, lay thy hands up- 
on, aud eſt them; Lookgraciouſly upon me, 
who am one of thy Children, devoted to thy Ser- 
vice. Have compaſſion on the weakneſs of my 
tender years, and keep me from all Evil and 

Danger both in Body and Soul; make me al- 


ways mindful of my Creator in the days of m 


 Toath,and of thatBaptiſmalVow that was made f | 
iu my name, That 1 ſhould forſake the Devil | 


and all his Works, the Pomps and V anities 
of this wicked World, and all the ſinful 
Laſts of the Fleſh. Make me dutiful ta my 
Parents, loving to my relations, obedient to my 
Governors and Inſtructors, and courteous and 


and Man. Guide and ſanctiſie me by 


Honour and glory of thee my God, aud my own 


Happineſs both here and hereafter ; and this 
[ beg, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Our Father, c. 


A Grace 


humble to all, that as I grow in years, I may F 
grow in grace and wiſdom, and be in favour | 
 avith Gd, 
hy Holy Spirit, that the longer I live, the bet- 
ter I may be, tothe comfort of my Parents, the 


ate 


WPart]. 37 


Grace before Meat. 
Leſs, O Lord, unto us, the uſe of theſe 


| Grace after Meat. 
God, who haſt created us by thy Power, 


7 () preſerved us by thy Providence, re- 
| deemed us by thy Blood, and at this time 
fed us with thy 
= Name be bleſſed and praiſed now and ever- 
more. : 


good Creatures, thy holy 


4 ſhort Preparation for the holy 


Sacrament. With proper Devo- 


ions before, at, and after the 


receiving thereof. 


2 Chron. xxxiv. 18, 19, 
Ood Lord, pardon every one that pre- 
pareth his Heart to feek God, the 


| Lord God of his Fathers, though he be not 
| cleanſed according to the purification of the 


A Pre- 


D thy Creatures: make us to receive them 
ſoberly and thankfully, and in the ſtrength 

Jof them to ſerve thee faithfully, through 
© Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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Preparation to Examination. 


() Lord, I do not preſume to come to 
that great Feaſt of thy Body and Blood, 
upon the leaſt opinion of my own worthi- 
neſs; for when I reflect on my ſinful life, 


I am even afraid to come, leſt I ſhould eat | 


and drink my own darnnation. 


„ 


But when I canſider thy ingnite Mercies 


anto Mankind, and thy own Words calling 


all Men without Exception; and knowing 
that thy crucified Body is not only Food to 
- nouriſh, but Phyfick to cure: I beg leave, 


that am but duſt and aſhes, to come to thy 
holy Table, ard with my weak Faith to feed 
upon ſome 1 the ee of Life. 
& coufels, © Lord, I have no Wedding: 
Garments on me, but I come to ſeek them 
at thy Croſs, from thy bitter ſorrows to de- 
rive into my Soul. a godly ſorrow working 


Repentance to Salvation. 


17 68 6 
From thy broken Body, a a broken Heart, 
from thy warm Blood flowing from thy 
wounded Side, Zeal and Fervency; that I 


may admire, love and ferve thee, my 9g, | 


as I ought to do. 1 
come, O dear Jeſus, to fetch Humility, 


Patience; Temperance, Sobriety and Cha- 


E 


part I. 


55 


I come, O Lord, to fetch a new life from 
thy holy and bleſſed Reſurrection; to which 

end, bleſs, O Lord I beſeech thee, this my 
Z examination, which by thy divine aſſiſtance 
am now to make before thee. 


VII. 4 


Thou knoweſt, O Lord, what a partial 
= examiner fleſh and blood will be unto it 
© ſelf, unleſs thou guide and direct me by thy 
holy Spirit; ſtrengthen therefore my weak 
Memory, that I may call to mind and hearti- 
iy bewail all the evil acts I have done, and 
the good ones I have omitted 


. ; 


Make my Conſcience freely to accuſe, 


to judge and condemn my ſelf for every fin 
[ ſhall find my ſelf guilty of; and if after 
my Examination, any of my . fins ſhall re- 


main undiſcovered to me, Lord pardon 
them in that heap of ſin which I bring unto 
thy Croſs to be forgiven. Amen. 


A Prayer before Examination. 


0 Moſt great and glorioas God, the ſearcher 
_ of Hearts aud trier of the Reins, who art 


every where preſent, and from Thin no dark- 


neſs 


Examination. "2s 


Writy, and whatſoever elſe thou ſeeſt needful 
for me: Bury all my fins in thy grave; my 

tony heart, my natural corruptions, and 
vile affections. C 
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49 A Prayer before Eaamination. Part I. 


eſs can hide us; Thou compaſſeſt my path 
and my lying down, and art acquainted with 


all my ways; there is not a word in my] 


Tongue, nor a thought in my Heart, but 
thou, O God, knoweſt it altogether. Thou 


knoweſt that my heart is deceitful above 
all things and deſperately wicked, ſo that I 
cannot without thy aſſiſtance find it out, nor 
underſtand the errors of my ways. Help me 
therefore, O my God, help me, I beſeech thee, 
20 know my ſelf and the true frame and tem- 
per of my ſoul; ſhewthou me wherem I hate 
off ended thee in thought, ꝛue rd, or deed; give 
me a true and a penitent ſight and ſenſe of all 


my fins, let not my ignorance blind me, nor my 
corrupt heart decerve me, nor the common 
practice of the World delude me into a falſe 
opinion of my ſelf; but enable me, I humbly 
befeech thee, to find out all my ſins, together 
with all the aggravations of my guilt; make 


me truly vile in my own eyes, aud heartily ſor- 


ry for all my miſdoings; enable me to hate and 


torſake every evil way, and to turn unto thee, 
by an unfeigned Repentance, and a ſincere 
and hearty Obedience to all thy holy Laws, 


that I may haue my fruit unta Holineſs, and 
the end everlaſting life, through Jeſus Chriſt 
my only Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


| : | 7 


— 8 
path | | } 
with | : | o I ) 

m Heads of Examination. 

Ts £ O My Soul, now in the preſence of the 
a, J Almighty, uſe thy utmoſt diligence to 
e ſearch and examine thy own Conſcience, 


how thou haſt managed thy whole life, 


vice. 


hee, | | 34 FE, 5 
or Z Haſt thou endeavour'd faithfully to live 
according to GoTo: Haſt thou 
2 renounced the Devil and all his Works, the 


with all the covetous Deſires of the ſame, 


2% aud all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, fo as 


falſe Inot to follow, nor be led by them? 


er Haſt thou believed all the Articles of the , 


nate NChriſtian Faith? 
5 e Mc 


* 


Haſt thou believed in him, who is Truth 
it ſelf, and fear'd in all things to offend his 
Divine Majeſty? _ 8 

Haſt thou loved him (who is perfect 


eads Love and Goodneſs) above all things, with 


all 


which God gave thee to employ in his Ser- 


pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, 


4nd Haſt thou kept God's holy Will and 
1 Commandments, and walked in the ſame. 
care Fall the days of thy life? 5 


and N ore particularly as to thy duty towards God. 


* 


HFaſt thou honoured his holy 
his Word, and whatever hath any relation | 
unto him; and haſt thou ſerved him truly 
not only upon the Days which are ſet apart 


- honoured and obeycd the Kin 


42 Heads of Examination. 


Strength? 


Haſt thou worſhipped him acceptably 25 
He hath required, in Spirit and in Truth? 
Haſt thou given thanks unto him for bis 
midi Mercies and n and impro- | 


ved, them to his Glory ? 
Haſt thou put thy whole truſt and confi- 
dence at all times in him, and called upon 


him by Prayer and Supplication in all thy 
wants and neceſſities ? 


N ame wand 


for his ena, but all the . of 
o 


A. to thy Duty coward; thy Neightoar. 
Haſt thou loved thy N eighbour as thy 


ſelf, and done unto ali and every Man as 


thou wouldeſt they ſhould do unto thee in 
the like ſtate and condition of Life? 
Haſt thou, as a dutiful Child, loved, ho- 


noured, and ſuccoured, upon occafi ion, ſo 


far as thou wert able, thy Natural Farents, 
Father and Mother? 


Haſt thou (as a good and loyal Subje&) 
[ the Civil 


Father of his Dominions] and all that are 


Halt 


put in Authority under him ? 


Part I. FAT 
all thy Heart, and Mind, and Soul, and 


t J. Part]. Heads of Examination. 43 
and Haſt thou reſpectively ſubmitted thy elf 
Mo all thy Governors, Teachers, Spiritual 
Paſtors and Maſters, and ordered thy ſelf 
owly and reverently towards all thy Bet- 
ers: JJ 1 
Haſt thou hurt or injur d any body by word 
rdeed, or been true or juſt in all thy Deal- 


oſt thou bear any Malice, Hatred or 


25 


his 
pro- 


ah 


15 Revenge in thy Heart, which is as Murder 

the fight of God? Wl 9 892 

and Haſt thou kept thy Hands from picking 
tion Ind ſtealing, pilfering or purloining; which 
ruly ſpfually lead on to greater wickedneſs? 
part Halt thou refrained thy Tongue, that un- 


s of uly Member, from evil-ſpeaking, lying and 
andering, which are vices ſo common in 

be World? 35 

„. Haſt thou fallen among vicious Compa- 
I, which, alas too often, engages into fol- 


1 a5 d the fin of others breed virtue in thee? | 
e in Halt thou taken notice of any good ex- 
mple, which thy gracious God preſents 


„ho- excite thee; and didſt thou immediately 


. ſo Peſolve in thy heart, to follow and ini- 
ante ate it? e e 


ect) As to thy duty towards thy ſelf 


Haſt thou preſerved thy Body in Tempe- 
ance, Soberneſs and Chaſtity, mA with 
8 eſnly 


* 
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and his proſperous Condition made thee re. NM 


nivance, or incouragement, or command 
or perſuaſion, and ſo increaſed thy ow 


— 
cc oat Woe SAS 3 * 


Eartb, who perfeciy hateſt all nigqui:", 
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#44 4 Prayer after Examination. Part I Har 
fleſhly Luſts; ſuch as Gluttony and Drunk- 
enneſs, Fornication and Adultery? 1 

Haſt thou not ſometimes coveted or de. -/ 
fired other Mens Goods; or hath not the . 
greatneſs of another moleſted thy Peace, Wy 


Haſt thou /abour'd truly (with content. al 


ment and diligence) o ge? thy own living;Mpe: 


aud to do thy duty in that ſtate of life, uni pre 
which it hath pleaſed God to call thee? Wea; 
Haſt thou tempted others to fin, by con- 


8 by furthering the Damnation of thy es 
„ „%% : | en 
11 Te, 5 1 | | | 12 

A Prayer after Examination. Þ|<- 


* 


Thou moſt dreadful Majeſty of Heave;. "nl 


and will not be reconciled. to any impeniten 


Sinner, huw- ſhall I, a miſerable polluted ¶ gr 


Wretch, dare to look up unto thee ; or take th 1;; 
holy Name into my defiled Moath. | 


_ T coufe 5 0 Lord, I am a moſt grierou i, 


9 


and abominable Sinner, and do altogether de- „ 


ſerve thy Wrath and Indignation. How ma-W 5, 


ay aud foul are the fins which thou haſt nou i þ 


enabled me to diſcover in my ſelf! Sins a. 
gainſt thee my gracious God, againſt 'my 
i | Neighbour 


art I art I. 4 Prayer after Examination. 47 
runk. Neighbour, and againſt my Self, the leaſt 


which is enough to condemn me to endleſs 


Ir de. Miſery! and whither then would not ſuch a 


t the N inſtitude of foul Tranſgreſſions ſink me, if 
eace, Wy Mercies were not infinite, and thy Pati- 


ee re. 
beſe in compariſon of thoſe which I cannot 


tent all 10 mind, but are nevertheleſs naked and 


ving; pen to thy All-ſeeing Eye. My ſims, O God, 
um re many and great, moſt of them often re- 
5 | 


con- 
nand, 
own 
F thy 


Wea, O Lord, with ſhame aud Sorrow I con- 
beſs I have ſlighted and neglected the means 
Grace, and by that very Patience and For- 
bearance which ſhould have led me to Repen- 
zence, I have encouraged my ſelf to fin more 


0 


Engagements, I have treacherouſly revolted 


e u 
Qui", 


o me: Tea, the ſtupid inſenſibleneſs of my 
un heart, even now when I remember theſe 
en hinge, brings new accuſations againſt me; 
luted N r feel not that deep Humiliation, that 
ke 10 biercing Grief, that Hatred and Indignation 


f 


wainſt my Sins, and my ſelf for cheriſhing of 


ern my Heart, that fervent Love of thee, that 


er dM vue Zeal for thy Honour, that hungering de- 
id. fre after Righteouſneſs and [Holineſs that 


Tuo 
us a- by 1 
. 'my 5 III. 
1bour 


ſhould be in me. 


ce truly wonderful] Yet alas! how few are 


eated, and become cuſtomary and habitual: 


el: Nay, after the moſt ſolemn Vows and 
rom thee, and ſet at nought all thy 7 


hem, that I ought to have: Neither do I find 


my Conſcience condemns me, my Sins cry s 


thy Son, and to conſult thine own Bawels an 


| for I have finned againſt thee, be mercifi 


renounce all my fins, and do here abhor m 
| ſelf in duſt aud afpes before thee 5; O hide nu 


ver more for my unworthineſs ; break my hean 


for Sin and for Uncleauneſs ; deliver me from 


46 4 Prayer after Examination. Part 

5 . III. | | 
And now, O my God, what can I ſay fi 
my ſelf after all this. TI have nothing to pled 
in my own excuſe, I have nothing to fly unt 
but that Mercy.which I have ſo long abuſed; 
loud againſt me, ſo that unleſs thou wilt b £ rp 
pleaſed to liften zo the interceding Blood E X j 


Compuſſions, and from thence lo fetch Argu 


| $ 
ments of Mercy, I am undone for ever by my 


ewn fooliſh choice. Wherefore for Jeſus ChritÞ® 
his ſake, have mercy upon me, heal my Soi 


zo my Sin for it is great. Thon haſt promiſei| 
10 receive returning Sinners, to blot out then 
Iniquities, and to heal their Back-ſlidings. . 


defire, O Lord, to return unto ther, I hate ani 


thy fare away from me, but humble my So _ 


into true Contrition, that it may be an accep . 
table Sacrifice unto thee. © i 
Cleanſe cud purifie my Soul in the Blood if K 
Jeſus, that Fountain which thou haſt opened 4 


1 


zhe power of Sin and Slavery of my Luſts. O 
let thy Holy Spirit take poſſeſſion of my Soul, Wy, 
and ſo rule and reign in me, that I may m 
more be govern'd by my own corrapt Will, 
| 3 „ + OEM 


ut Part T. Meditations, &c. 47 
Wor deceived by my own falſe Heart, nor be over- 
me by my own unbridled Paſſions ; work in 
Nie à perfect hatred of all that thou hateſt, 
d a true love of all that thou loweſt; 
Prengthen me by thy Grace to reſiſt and over- 
me all Temptations, and to perſevere and 


. 1 4 in Faith and Love, and all Goodneſs, 
, deny all Ungodlineſs and wordly Laſts, and 


e live righteonſly, ſoberly aud godly in this 


Booking for that bleſſed Hope, and theglorions 
nppearing of the great God. and our Saviour 


I good works, In his bleſſed Name and moſt 
prevailing Wordt, I here recommend unto 
bee all the defires and needs of my Soul, 
and of thy whole Church. 8 
Our Father, c. 


> 4 
4 ——— r F'Y mi 
——— - 
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* 


editations on the H. Sacrament. 


| 


Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 


ſhall find reſt unto your Souls: For my 


» 
7 
IT 
= 

"* 

© 
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oke is caſie, and my burthen is light. 


preſent World; patiently and comfortably 


Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that 
e might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
puriſie unto himſelf a peculiar people Zealons 


'd Ome unto me all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt : 


For I am meak and lowly. in heart, and ye 


II. 


j 
| 
| 
| | 
g 
| 
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48 Meditations, &c. Part I. 


Does my Saviour invite me, and ſhall 


o? Shall a Sinner dare to fit down at hi 
Table? Does he invite, and ſhall I not go! 

Shall a Wretch preſume to refuſe his Call? 
Riſe then, my Soul, and take thy ſwiftet 
wings, and fly to the preſence of this great 


Myſtery. i 1 


A Feaſt of holy Bread, and holy Wine 
in repreſentation of thy moſt Sacred Bodi 
broken, and Blood ſhed for us, where thou 
deareſt Jeſu doſt freely give thy ſelf to the 


meaneſt Gueſt ; a Feaſt of Peace and Love, ne 
and incomparable Sweetneſs, to which thine Al. 


own bleſt Mouth ** kindly calls us. 


Come to me, ye that labour for holineſs, 
and are oppreſs'd under the weight of your 
ſins: ye that hunger after Heaven, and thirlMyi 
to drink of the Fountain of Bliſs, come to 


me, and I will refreſh you with the Wine of 
Gladneſs and the Bread of Life. 
| * 


< 
* 
» 


Come ye that are reak, that ye may be 
ſtrong; and ye that are ſtrong, leaſt ye be- 


come weak: Come, ye that have leiſure, and 


here entertain your time; come ye that are Hi 


| buſy, and here learn to ſanctifie your Im- 
ploymert ; come all, and gather freely oi 
this celeſtial Manna, and fill your Souls 


with the food of Angels. 


3 VIE 


et Il. Ileditations, &. 49 
mr 


it his ridegroom, that I may ſafely come to this 
$0: Marriage-ſupper? Have I conſidered how 
4 


Fhaſt theſe eyes ſhould be, which go to be- 


ſumes to eat the bread of Heaven? But moſt 
pf all, have I conſidered how All- celeſtial 


Vine hat Soul ſhould be, which aſpires to an uni- 


Bodi pn with the Body of Chriſt ? | 


. LEE 6 + tbe Eh 5 
o the Look, my Heart, look well into thy ſelf, 
oe nd ſtrictiy ſearch every corner of thy breaſt : 


ve; how infinitely unworthy ſo divine a 
Edacrament! yet are we called by him that 


incl, Wn command, by him that ſees and pities 
your pur miſeries ; he bids us come, he ſurely. 
thirlWrill receive us, and with his bounteous ful- 
me t0 ** 


peſs ſupply our defects. 
1 VIII. NY Ee 

Go then, my ſoul, to that ſacred Table, 

nd take thy part of that delicious Banquet ; 


ay beſo all inflamed with love, and joy, and 

e be-Mope, and quench thy holy thirſt with that 

> and pring of Life. When thou haſt taſted 

at are Wis everlaſting ſweetneſs, and feeleſt his 

r Im. Weavenly Streams flow gently on thee ; open 

1 . hy happy breaſt, and ſuck thoſe Waters in, 
O 


Ind let them freely run over all thy Pow- 
18. N 


But ſtay, am I dreſt like a friend of the 


hold the God of Purity? Havel conſidered 
How clean that mouth ſhould be, which pre- 


Alas, how poor, and dull, and empty are 


Ne 
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48 Meditations, &c. Part! 


II. 


Does my Saviour invite me, and ſhall I 
go? Shall a Sinner dare to fit down at his 
able? Does he invite, and ſhall I not go! 
Shall a Wretch preſume to refuſe his Call! 
Riſe then, my Soul, and take thy ſwiftei 
wings, and fly to the preſence of this great 


* 


A Feaſt of holy Bread, and holy Wine, 
in repreſentation of thy moſt Sacred Body 
broken, and Blood ſhed for us, where thou 
deareſt Jeſu doſt freely give thy ſelf to the 
meaneſt Gueſt; a Feaſt of Peace and Love, 


a 


and incomparable Sweetneſs, to which thine Al. 


own bleſt Mouth oy kindly calls us. 
IV. 


Come to me, ye that labour for holineſs, 
and are oppreſs'd under the weight of your 
tins: ye that hunger after Heaven, and thirſt vi 
to drink of the Fountain of Bliſs, come to 
me, and Iwill refreſh you with the Wine off 
_ Gladneſs and the Bread of Life. 


V. 


Come ye that arc weak, that ye may beſÞ 


ſtrong ; and ye that are ſtrong, leaſt ye be- 


come weak: Come, ye that have leiſure, and 
here entertain your time; come ye that are 
| buſy, and here learn to ſanctifie your Im- 
_ ploymert ; come all, and gather freely of 
this celeſtial Manna, and fill your Souls 


with the food of Angels. 
as 


= 


VI. 


rt], art J. Aleditations, &c. 49 
all! But ſtay, am I dreſt like a friend of the 
t his Bridegroom, that I may ſafely come to this 
go! ¶Marriage-ſupper? Have I conſidered how 
2all! rhaſt theſe eyes ſhould be, which go to be- 
ifteſt hold the God of Purity? Have I conſidered 
great how clean that mouth ſhould be, which pre- 
I mumes to eat the bread of Heaven? But moſt 

I pr all, have I conſidered how All-celeſtial 
V ine, Fithat Soul ſhould be, which aſpires to an uni- 
Body pn with the Body of Chriſt? 5 
thouxg „%% 90 
0 the Look, my Heart, look well into thy ſelf, 
ove, Band ſtrictly ſearch every corner of thy breaſt : 
thine Alas, how poor, and dull, and empty are 


e; how infinitely unworthy ſo divine a 
5 Pacrament! yet are we called by him that 
ineſs pm command, by him that ſees and pities 
your pur miſeries; he bids us come, he ſurely 
thirſt pill receive us, and with his bounteous ful- 


me t0Weſs ſupply our defects. 
ne offs P P'Y VIII. 


Go then, my ſoul, to that ſacred Table, 
| Ind take thy part of that delicious Banquet; 
ay beo all inflamed with love, and joy, and 
e be. Nope, and quench thy holy thirſt with that 
2, and pring of Life. When thou haſt taſted 
at are his everlaſting ſweetneſs, and feeleit his 
r Im-Weavenly Streams flow gently on thee ; open 
ly of hy happy breaſt, and ſuck thoſe Waters in, 
Souls ſind let them freely run over all thy Pow- 


by [y, | 
VI. = D | þ, 


f 


heart, and turn thy barren heath into a frui- 


Soul, and all that is within me praiſe hs 
Holy Name, who ſaveth thy lite from de. 


that the Characters of thy Love may be ſoff * 


May I now moſt affectionately call to] 


Let them fink deep to. the root 'of thy! ö 


ful land, fruitful in holy thoughts, and pious Þ 
words, fruitful in oa, and juſt, and cha- 


| ritable deeds, fruitful to thy. ſelf, in thine 45 y 
own improvement, fruitful to others in thy n 
good examples, Praiſe the Lord, Om 


ſtruction, and feedeth thee with the bread 
of Heaven. ER 
Meditations at the Lord's Table. f 
IT is but too apparent, bleſſed Lord, hon 
L apt we are to forget thy dear Love to us 


© -} 
1 < 


and thy bitter Sufferings for us; our contiÞ 


ſent ſtupidity and indevotion do plainly de- 
clare it. Praiſed therefore be thy Goodneſs|M: 
for theſe lively Emblems of thy moſt meri- "RN 
torious Croſs and Paſſion, O that I could 
behold them with the ſame affections, with 
which I ſhould have been moved, had I 
been a Spectator of thy, Crucifixion. OS 


nual tranſgreſſions publiſh it, and our pre- J7 


deeply imprinted upon my Heart, that no 
time nor temptation. may wear them out. 


- ming, the humility of thing Incarnation, the, 
merit of thy Death, the power of thy Re-, 
„ 5 ſurrection e 


{ 


| Part . Prayers, KC. 71 
ſurrection, and the glories of thine Aſcen- 


b fion. 

O how much do we owe thee, moſt 
EZ bleſſed Redeemer ! How great is the price 
which thou haſt paid for the Ranſom of us 
I miſerable Sinners: What ſhall I render un- 
to thee for the incomprehenſible benefits 
thou haſt beſtowed upon me? Alas, I have 
no return to make, but a poor worthleſs 
Heart; and this is yet a further inſtance of 
_ Ethy Goodneſs, that thou expecteſt no other 
. {teſtimony of Gratitude, but my ſelf and my 
ble: ncere affectionnss. 


* * . hn 


Prayers. 


ET ET che words of my Mouth, and the 

21, meditations of my Heart, be acceptable, 

* in thy ſight, O Lord, my Strength ang my 
WRedeemer, e e 


Meſt gracious God, who of thy great good. 
_ Hh A eats this holy ec abou, "xg 
W-0ntinual Remembrance of that ever prevail- 
Sacrifice, which thou in thy infinite Wife 
Vom and Love haſt appointed, aud accepted up- 
Mi the Croſs for us miſerable Sinners; make us 
Fruly ſenſible of all our Sins againſt thee, aud of 
he great love of thy Som in ſuffering for us: 
md accept us in him to the Praiſe aud Glory 
f thy Grace, D 23 11 


* :e U 


vince us; affect, a 


 looſeneſs and wanarings of our thoughts; fix, 

unite, and fill our hearts with an awe, a 

dread, and reverence of thee, with thought: 

and ee. affections and meditation, 
e 


to the work we are now to engage 


_ fart 


thou ſhalt ju 


0 Bleſſed Jeſus, I am not worthy to come 


42 | | Prayers, &c. Part J. f 


II 


O Thon that lookeſt down from Heaven, that 


faſhioneſt the hearts of men, and conſidereſt 
all their works, enlighten, enliven, and con- 
15 „ and 175 us; oꝛun, 


accept, and bleſs us; call in and reſtrain the 


in, that we may attend upon thee without 


diſtraction, and improve this opportunity fin- 
cereiy, and aprightly, with as oboe Soul, 


and heart and ſtrength, to thy Glory and our 
great e N here, and in the day when 

e the ſecrets of mens hearts 
by Jeſus Chrilt. ——_ 


near ſo great a Myſtery, but thou cant 
make me worthy ; and e Jam a ſinner, 
T come to offer the Sacrifice thou haſt com- 
manded. O pardon my offences, and receive 


me graciouſiy for * fe. 


I lament, O my Cod, my deteſtable Iniqui- 
ties, for having ſo long, ſo often, and ſo ob- 
ſtinately offended thee; O moſt mercifs| 
Lord, pardon me for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake; 


O hear his dying Groans, regard his Agony 


* 
NK eee tw. 


1 


= — — — 


rt I. 


that 
ereſt 
cou- 
Wn, 
2 the 


fox 
e 


5 4 
g bes thou remember no more, but be thou my God, 


and I will be thy ſervant. Amen. 


trons 


aud bloody Sweat, by his Croſs and Paſſion 
let my ou 


Part I. Meditations, Kc. 53 
be blotted out. I defire now to 
rene my Covenant to thee, and to ſeal it 
with this Sacrament. Lord, pat thy Laws 


into my Mind, and write them in my Heart, 


and for the Paſſion of thy dear Son, which I 


vou commemorate, be merciful to my Un- 


righteouſueſs ;, my Sins and my Iniquities do 


Seeing the Table ſpread, and the Ele- 
Ss ments es - 15 
Hou, O my God, haſt prepared a Ta- 
L ble for me; whoſoever eateth thereof, 
ſhall never hunger, or drinketh, ſhall never 


A . . . 
Lord, grant that I may ſo eat the Fleſh of 
thy dear on Jeſus Chriſt, 25 drink his Ela 


that my ſinful Body may be made clean by his 
Body, and my ſoul waſhed through his moſt 


Precious Blood; and that I may evermore 
| dwell in him, and he in ne. 


If time may permit this may be added. 


Alas, how poor, dull and empty am I! 
O Lord, how infinitely unworthy ſo Di- 
vine a Sacrament ! In my beſt attire, O 
Lord, I am fo ragged, that I am even a- 
ſhamed to ſee my ſelf: Well may I then 

or ES with 


— ——— 1r1——ñ— ——— s 
9 . 


with ſhame and bluſhing come into the pre- 
fence of holy Angels, and much rather be 


74 HMeditatiuns, &c. Part J. 


abaſhed to appear before the purer FS bod of 
thy infinite Glory. What is man, O 
that thou art thus mindful of him! What 


am I, the unworthieſt of Men, that thou 


ſhould'ſt invite me! O this kindneſs is too 


much for Man to receive, tis infinitely more | 


than the mean Creature can deſerve; but *tis 
a kindneſs ſuitable to a God to beſtow, 
whoſe goodneſs like himſelf is infinite. It 
is in obedience, Great Lord, to thy Com- 
mand, that I now preſent my felt before 
thee, and in a due acknowledgment of th 

1 aithfulneſs, I come to partake of thy Blei- 

198. e 


Mben thou heareſt the Miniſter ſay, [Draw 


near with Faith and take this Holy Sa- 
crament] then lift up thy heart 30 God, 
and ſay, „ 


O Lord, I am not worthy, by reaſon of 
my manifold ſins, to appear before thee; 
but ſeeing it hath pleaſed thee in mercy to 


call me, behold, in humility and obedience 
come to thy Table. I come to teſtifie 


my ſenſe of thy Love, O Heavenly Father, 
in fo loving the World, as to give up thy 
only Son, to die for loſt Mankind. 


hen 


rd, | 


Part I. 5 Meditations, &c. Ty 


art I, 

#3 be ben you hear the Miniſter read the words 
es old F Chriſt's Inſtitution, and ſee him order 

Lord, = zhe Bread and the Mine, „ 1 85 
What I adore thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, for inſtitu- 

thou ing this holy Saarament, O let thy Divini- 


ty thus ſtampt upon it, ſtrike into my Soul 


Sa holy awe in approaching it: O create in 


t 'tis MW me ſuch heavenly diſpofitions as may make 
tow, me meet to partake of ſo heavenly an Inſti- 
It tation; and for thy Mercy's fake pardon all 
om- my ſtupid forgetfulneſs of thee, and ingrati- 
fore ¶ tude to thee ; and create in me fuch a thank- 
thy fal and Hvely remembrance of thy dying 
Zel- Love, as may excite me to give up my. ſelf 
intirely to thee, as thou didſt give up thy felf 
8 on the Crofs for me. „ 
5. To which this may be added. 
704, O my dear Lord 5525 thou heavenly 


Phyſician of all human Nature, thou great 

and glorious and eternal King, remember I 

1 of WM beſeech thee, all the bitter pains thou didſt 
ee; WW cnaurcinall thy ſacred Members, when thou 
to didſt ſuffer upon the Croſs for me, and let 
nce not my Soul be loſt which coſt thee ſo dear. 
ifie Make me feelingly and thankfully to remem- 
Wer, der, how all thy precious Body was rent and 
thy torn, thy ſacred Limbs tortur d and rack'd, 
thy Head pierc'd, thy Bones disjointed, and 

- all thy Body broken for me. Let me never 
hen forget this Love of thine, nor ever offend 
| thee more. 2 4 When 


cr Y 
£ a. . 


Fs Alieditations, &. Pant], 


tinual remembrance of the Sacrifice of thy 
Death, and of the Benefits we receive there- 


ticularly for my Sins, be ever freſh in my 
ſuch a remembrance of thee, as is ſuitable ta 
work in me all thoſe heavenly affections 


Which become the remembrance of thee my 
crucified Saviour, and which may. render me 


didſt take our Nature into a perſonal Union 


full Propitiation, and therefore we are per- 
Mitted to eat of it: And ſeeing the Body 


not queſtion the love of the Father to Man- 


then you ſee the Bread broten, and the Win 
19 pPoured out, ſay, © 


O crucified Jeſus, who at thy laſt Supper 
didſt ordain this holy Sacrament for the con- 


by; let the Propitiatory Sacrifice of th 
Death which thou didſt offer upon the Crols 
for the Sins of the whole World, and par- 


remembrance. O do thou now fix in me 


the infinite Love I am to remember, and 


acceptable unto thee. _ 
If there be time this may be added. 

I believe, O eternal Son of God, that thou 

with thy ſelf, that thy Soul was made an 


Offering for Sin, and that Offering was ac- 
cepted of the Father; thy Sacrifice made a 


and Blood of my Crucified Saviour, I can- 


kind. God the Father, it appears, did ſo 
love the World, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son to die for Mankind. God the 

| Son 


art. Meditations, QC. 77 
don, I ſee, is willing that many ſhould be 
partakers in the Merits of his Death; for he 
2s inſtituted this Bleſſed Sacrament, and 
Qovites all men to it. With Angels then, and 


F thy Mirchangles, and all the glorious Hoſt of 
here. WHcaven, I praiſe and admire the Love of 
* thy God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
"roſs Moly Ghoſt : 1 praiſe and adore the ever 
par- fleſſed Trinity, for the Redemption of the 
my World by our Lord Feſus Chriſt: And I 


ome, O bleſſed Saviour, now, to take and 
Fat thy Body which was broken for me; I 
ome, joyfully to drink of that Cup which 
5 the New Teſtament in thy Blood, which 
Blood thou haſt ſhed for the remiſſion of the » 
ins of many, and invited all believing Souls 
o partake of. % 
merciful Jeſu! Create in me a mighty 
unger after this Bread of life, this Bread | 
hich came down from Heaven; and let - {| 
his immortal Flood inſtil into my weak and 5 
anguiſhing Soul new ſupplies of Grace, 
ew Life, new Love, new Vigor, and new 
Reſolutions, that I may never more faint, 
r droop, or tire in my duty. 5 

Or this, as time ſpall permit. 
Pardon me, O Bleſſed Jeſus, and eyery 
dne here preſent that prepareth his heart to 
ck thee, though we be not cleanſed ac- 
ording to the Purification of the Sanctua- 
: Let inward and ſpiritual Grace accom- 
D's r 
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58 Adeditations, &c. Part. I. 
- Pany the outward and viſible Signs, that 


W My God, I am here proſtrate before thee! 


 glerions Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſh, 


morials of his Wounds aud Blood, I utterly al- 


the Holy Elements may be Bread of Life, 
and Wine of Conſolation to all our Souls; 
and by the ſtrength and comfort we receiye 
at this Heavenly Feaſt, let us be more ena- 
bled to run the ways of thy Command- 
ments; O let us find that thou haſt wrought 
all our works in us and for us; and then 


not unto us, but unto thy Name fhall be F 


the Glory. 


Here the. Deyout Communicant may dedi· No 
cate himſelf to God, as followeth. In 


and ] hope with a 877 loyal and ſincere 


Heart to offer up my Soul and Body to thee Wn 


aud vow an everlaſting Obedience to thy 24% n 


ſed will; for Jeſus ſake refuſe not this poor 


 Oblation, which though it be infinitely unwor-¶ bi 


thy of thine acceptance, is the beſt thing I am tc 
able to preſent unto thee; it is all I 285 fe 
give, and all that thou te es To thee,0 


do from henceforth eternally devote my ſelf 
and all my Faculties; and here at the Table iff 
my bleſſed Samiour, and upon theſe ſacred me. 


jure all known and wilful Sins aud Rebellioms, MO 

and particularly all ſuch. as have been hereto! 

for e moſt dear to me, faithfully promiſing by ſh 

:hy gracious alſiſtauce from henceforth 1 Vn Is 
_ erde 


t. I. 


that 
Life, 
ouls; 
ecelve 
ela- 
nand- 


ought 
then 


All be 


ded; 


1 


» thee, 
ſiucere 
2 thee, 
„ bleſs 
5s poor 
nor. 
gan 
ave 10 
hee, 0 
Ghoſh, 
ny ſel 


able ff 


A me- 
rly ab- 
lliung 
hereto- 
ing by 
t ob- 


ſerve 


Part J. E jaculations. - 750 


Verde thy Laws without any reſerve or eXcep- 
tion. Thou art my witneſs, O my God, be thou 
ſalſo my helper with thy continual Grace, and 


0 foall I be faithful to thee according to my 


beart's deſire. Amen, Amen. 


Ejaculations before the Bread 


II. Ake haſte, O my fainting Soul! Be- 


hold thy gracious Maſter is dealing 


his Bread to thoſe that hunger after Righte- 
ouſneſs ; and if thy deſires be as great as thy 
neceſſities, they will make thee run to par- 


take of his Bounty; be not diſcouraged with 


thy unworthineſs, for he gives to all men li- 


berally, and upbraids no man: Lord give 
me evermore of that Bread, that my Soul 
may be nouriſhed to eternal Life. 


2. My Saviour with all the benefits of his 
bitter Death and Paſſion, doth now come 
to ſanctifie and comfort my ſinful Soul; in 


full aſſurance whereof, I am now to re- 


ceive theſe Signs and Seals at the hand of 


his Miniſter. 77 


3. O Compaſſionate Jeſu, who wert con- 
ent to be bruiſed and broken to ſatisfie my 
offended God; be pleaſed to give thy Self 


and the merits of this thy Paſſion unto me. 
O ſtrengthen my heart by a lively Faith, 


and open my mouth by fervent deſires, ſo 


ſhall I take and eat this, which thou haſt 


prepared for me; and I beſeech thee make 
: e 
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Ejaculation, &c. Part J. 
it unto me, thy holy Body and Blood, and 


let it cleanſe my Soul, and make me thine 


for ever. 


As the Bread is coming t0 you, ſay, 
Let thy Body, I beſeech thee, O Lord je- 


ſus Chriſt, wh:ch- was given for me, preſerve 


my Body and Soul unto everlaſting life. Amen. 


. den you take the Bread, ſay, 

With all Humility and Thankfulneſs of 
Heart I take this ſacred Pledge of thy Love, 
O deareſt Saviour; be it unto me according 
to thy Word. Let thy Cracified Body deliver 
me from this body of Sin and Death, and feed 
my Soul to Life eternal. Amen. 


Aer the Bread. 

O bleſſed Jeſus, let this heavenly Food 
convey into my Soul new life, new vigour, 
and new reſolutions; that my Faith may 


daily increaſe, my Soul be filPd with thy, 


Love, and transform'd into thy Likeneſs, 
for which I will ever adore and love thce. 
Amen, | ” . 2 


Ejaculat jons before the Cup. 


15 () What Preparation doth my gracious 


Matter make for me, who thinks it 


not enough to give me his bleſſed Body, with 


the merit of all thoſe torments which he 
EI. ſuffer'd 
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uffer d in the Fleſh; but is pleaſed alſo to 
Dour out his moſt precious Blood, that I 
may drink thereof. Behold, Lord, I thirſt, 
and this Wine of joy makes me more im- 
patient to taſte of this Cup of Salvation and 
hankſgiving. Thou that haſt prepared it 
for me, make it thy holy Blood unto me, 
and then it ſhall cleanſe my Soul, and make 
me thine for ever. 8 0 
2. O Lord, thou tookeſt into thy hand the 
up of trembling, thou drankeſt out the very 
dregs thereof, and thy precious Blood was 
poured out like water for my fake: O let 
this Blood of thine purge my Conſcience 
from dead works, to ſerve thee the Living 
God, and grant that a perfect image of thee 
in all divine virtues, may be formed in me, 
and be ever dearer to me than Life it ſelf. 
3. Sweet Jeſus, ſuſtain me by this Bread, 
refreſh me with this Wine, recover me with 
this Portion, cleanſe me by this Effution ; 
that I may now receive joyfully, return 
thankfully, live righteoufly , and die hap- 
0 | Ft, 
As the Wine is coming ta you, fay, 
Let thy Blood, I befeech thee, O Lord 
Jeſus C Hriſt, which was ſhed for me, pre- 
ns my Body aud Soul unto everlaſting life. 
TTW. gs. 
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Ejaculations after the Cup. 


1. at fhall JI render unto the Lord for 
| all the Benefits he hath done unto me 
What Thanks, what Praiſe ſhall I render 
unto thee my gracious God, for permitting 
me to drink of this Fountain of Life, the 
precious Blood of thy dear Son? 
2. How comfortable, O bleſſed Fefws, is 
this. Cup of Salvation to me, which was ſo 
bitter and diſtaſtful unto thee! This is the 
Blood of the New Teſtament; O let it be 
unto me for the Remiſſion of Sins. Let ſt 
ſeal unto me the pardon of all my fins paſt, 
and enable me to refiſt and conquer all 
Temptations for the time to come. Let it 
purifie and cleanſe my Soul, and make. it a 
fit habitation for thy ſelf, and do thou take 
poſſeſſion of me, and rule and reign in me 
„„ 554d 
3. Bleſſed Saviour, thou haſt loved us, and 
waſhed us from our fins in thy own Blood ; 
therefore to thee be Glory and Dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 5 = 
4. Worthy: art thou O Lamb that waſt 
lain, to receive Power, and Riches, and 
Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour, and 
Glory, and Blefling. Therefore Blefling, 
and Honour, and Glory and Power, be to 
him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Part I. A Thankſgiving. 63 
Add this if time permit, but let no private 
Devotions prevent your joiniug with the 
Miniſter in the Prayers appointed to be 
uſed after the Sacramen 
O Sovereign Lord and blefled Saviour 
jeſus, who by the ſole motive of thy mercy, 
didſt humble thy Soul to Death for our Re- 
demption, and aſcend to thy Father for the 
full accompliſhment of our Peace; graci- 
ouſly apply to our Souls the infinite merits 
of thy ſacred. Paſſion ; and with thy preci- 
ous Blood cleanſe us from all our Sins; nail 
them to thy Croſs, hide them in thy Wounds, 
bury them in thy Grave, that they may die 
in us, and we live in thee, the life of Grace 
here, and the life of Glory hereafter, where 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, thou 
liveſt and reigneſt in the Unity of the Glo- 
ſons Trinity, one God, World without end. 
men. | e | 


A Prayer at Home after the Sacrament. 


0 Moſt gracious and moſt merciful Father, 
thou art a liberal Benefactor to thy Cre- 
ation, a never-failing Friend to Mankind, 
and a moſt tender lover of Souls, for whoſe 
everlaſting welfare thou haſt been always con- 
ſulting, aud haſt left no method of Love un- 
attempted to reſcue them from ſin 5 miſery. 
| 5 | | een 
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be rendred unto thge, for that aſtoniſhing in. 


rating the Death and Paſſion of my bleſſed 


that thy acceptance of my beſt Performances 


wows and reſolutions which I have made un- 


64 _ A Thankſgiving. Pantl, 
O bleſſed, for ever xo be thy great. Name, 


for the experience I have had of this thy Fa- 
therly Goodneſs. Eternal thanks and praiſe 


lance of thy Love, in giving thy Son to die 

for me, to reſens me from ee death, and 

reſtore me to thy favour, which my Sins had 

Forfeited. ; 1 bf 
[. 


At this time particularly, I praiſe and bleſs 
thy Holy Name, for that opportunity which 


thou haſt this day given me, of commemo- 


Redeemer, aud alſo of partaking of his Merits, 
in the participation of that Holy Ordinance 
which he hath appointed. I have devoted my 
Self intirely to thee, and muſt acknowledge thy 
ſervice to be the moſt perfect freedom, and 


lays new obligations upon me to love thee more 
and ſerve the better: Lord, pardon all the 
weakneſſes and defects which I have been 
guilty of in the performance of this great Du- 
ty, and I beſecch thee to alſiſt me with thy 
Grace, that in the whole conrſe of my life 1 
may ever be careful to fulfil and perform thoſe 


zo thee. 
Pn hs 6h 
Aud if at any time I ſhould be ſo unha 
as to offend thee wilfully (which I bee 
thee to prevent for thy mercy and e 
F 


MERE 


by ſuc | 
partake more and more of his Grace, and live 
better and better, till I get an abſolute vic- 


th 


© dawyn of the eternal day. 


art I. Meditationt, &c. | 8 7 | 


Fa, 7 me ſpeedily to recover my ſelf by a i 


fern] 


epentance, and renewed reſolutions 
greater care and diligence, and to apply my 
elf to my bleſſed Saviour to beg his pardon, 
o renew my Covenant with him, and to im- 
lore more earneſtly the power of his Holy Spi- 

it for 4 againſt all temptations; ther 


frequent Communion with him, I may 


70 over all thoſe ſinful luſts and aſfections 


uhich have prevailed over me. Hear me, 0 
ny God, in this and whatever elſe thou knows 


jt io be needful for me, even for Jeſus Chriſt 
bis ſake, in whoſe Name and Words Far- 


er pray. EE 
Our Father, De. 


Meditations to be uſed at any time. 


To ö 3 . 
How ſecure and ſweetly do they ſleep 
who go to bed with a quiet Conſcience, 


ho after a day of faithful induſtry, in a 


ourle of juſt and pious living, lay down 
heir wearied heads in peace, and ſafely reſt 

the boſom of Providence? 5 
If they awake, their conſcience comforts 


em in the dark, and bids them not fear 
he ſhadow of death, no, nor even death it 


er; but confidently look up and long 117 | 
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maſtery over the paſſions that moleſt us, and 


fill as much time as this life deſeryes ? Does 
leiſure we can ſpare from this? 
Let the ungodly purſue their wicked l. 
berties, and t 

what's that to thee, my fonl, who ſhalt not 
_ anſwer for others, unleſs thou ſome way 
. makeſt their faults thy own? ? 
deavour; but if they will not hear, follow 


truth; follow the truth that leads to life, 


low his Patience in what he ſuffered. Fol- 
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Let this therefore be our care, to note, 
cenſure and correct our ſelves : to ſtrive for 


diſmiſs from our Thoughts what no way 


Are not our occaſions buſineſs enongh to 


not the other at leaſt deſerve every minute of 
V 
y and do as they think fit: 


Thy pity may grieve, and thy charity en- 


thou thy God, follow the way that leads to | 


Follow the ſteps of thy beloved Fefxs, who 
alone 1s the way, the * and the life. 
Follow his Holineſs in what he did; fol- 
low him that calls thee with a thouſand pro- 
miles ; follow him that crowns thee with in- 


finite rewards; follow thy faithful Lord, Of 
my Soul, to the end, and thou art ſure in 


the end to poſſeſs him for ever. u 


Medi 


Part 1 ut I. Meditations, &c. 6 


> note, 
ive for 
us, and 
o Way 


Meditations upon DE ATH. 
Hall we ſtill be complaining, Our life is 
) but a ſpan, and that expoſed to innume- 
I ble forrows? Does not the very ſhortneſs 
2ngh to 


date its miſeries? Do not thoſe many mi- 
> DoesWrics commend its ſnortneſs? kh 


Rk: 2 - "To | 
Should we not rather rejoice at the ſight. 
death, that whenever it comes, {till brings 
s advantage? If in our age, tis a Haven 
f Repoſe, and ought to be welcome aftes 
long a Voyage. 8 
if in our youth it events a thouſand Ca- 
ny, mitics, 2 thouſaud. allgere of ruini OU 
ity en {us ; - if by an ordinary Sickneſs, tis the 
followMurſe of Nature; if by an outward Vio- 
eads tof82ce, tis always the will of Heaven. 
to Ife. id | 
s, who 8 
life, ere are? We are ſure there can be but 
ne for us: Dying is an act to be done but 
nce; and once well done we are happy 


Ir ever. 5 
d pro- „ 55 
vith in- Lord we eonfeſs thy decrees are juſt, and 
ord, ON” ſelves the cauſe of all our miſeries; we 
fare in Rerifice our youth to ſport and folly, and 
| ur manly years to luſt and pride. 91 
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Medi- 


What need we fear how many deaths 


68 Meditations, &c. Part! 
to die; then we bewail the ſhortneſs of ou 


then complain death takes us unawares. Ou 
days are perhaps too few to grow rich, or fe 
_ tisfie the ambition of a haughty Spirit. 


but to trim our Lamps, and wait thy com- 


if ſtill it go on in growing better; no mat- 


blown down before it be ripe. 


8 
Me ſpend our old age in craft and aya 
rice, and begin not to live till we are read 


time, when our ſelves have prodigally thrown 
A 


We lead a looſe and negligent life, and 


f C0 
But to be taught the love of God, and 


the meek and humble life of Jeſus, requires 
not ſo much a number of years, as the faiths i 
ful endeavours of « 5 23 mind. 
Could we beſtow, on the improvement" 
of our Souls, the time we ſo vainly trifle a 
way; our day would be ſhort enough not { 


to ſeem tedious, and long enough to finiſh 
our appointed task. 80 dh 


And what, O Lord, is our buſineſs here, 


ing? but to ſow the immortal ſeed of hope, 
and expect hereafter 1 reap the increaſe? 
No matter how late the fruit be gathered, 


ter how toon it falls from the Tree, if not 


All 


e — —— 
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art. I. A Prayer,” &c. dy 
re 3 . 
O thou moſt juſt, but ſecret Providence, 


y will, whoſe powerful hand can wound 
nd heal, lead down to the grave, and bring 
ack again 1 

| 1 55 ee, © 


Strike as thou pleaſeft, our health, our 
ves, we cannot be ſafer than at thy diſpo- 
al: only theſe few requeſts we humbly 
ake, which, O may thy clemency vouch- 


„ and 
Or {4 


5 - s 


ate to hear. 7 
I, and Cut ns not off Nog 4 midſt of our follz 
2quirelll © + Bo eget "perk 


: Faiths oned ; but make us, Lord, firſt ready for 
hy ſelf, then take us to thy ſelf, in thine 
emen un fit time. 
1 RE ny 2 
gh no A Prayer at the hour of Death. 
) 1 IN the midſt of this Life, we are in Death; 


thee, O Lord, who for our Sins art juſtly 


s here, iſpleaſed; yet 0 merciful Saviour remeni- 


Com- 
f hope, 


aſ-> Bled; give not up this thy departing 


Death : Lord, remember uow thy great Mercy, 


theres, d thy bloody ſuffering, death and paſſion ; 


o mat- 
it not 


All 


ho governeſt all things by the counſel of 


or ſuffer us to expire with our fins unpar- 


of whom then may we ſeek for Succour but 


er the work of thy hands, and the purchaſe of 
reature unto the bitter pains of eternal 
t thy bowels melt in tender Compaſſiun to- 


erde this perſon in his great emtremity : ſunt 
Gd nh ans up 


FA 


7⁰ 4 Bm. Pai 
1 Hell and 22 Heaven that he may bei, 
 #hoſe things which belong unto his Peace. 
Lord deſtroy not; 0 Lord, forſake not; 
Tord moſt 2 0 God moſt mighty, U "lol : 
and merciful Number, thou moſt-worthy Jul 
Eternal, ſuffer not this 2 * at” 2 Ju 
hour, for any pains of death to fall fromthe 4 . 
But we beſt erh thee, condudt hi im throught 3 Y: 
Valley of the ſhadow of death into ſbe Lal 1 
of Our Fate e | Amen. = 

ather, S. 0 


” HY MN. 5 


| 1, | 
, I $ 105 fr us and our Wy hearts, | 
7 0 mighty Lord, 20 = our - parts, 
But act well what thou gift | 
2 not in our weak pow'r to male 
One ſtep ot ay we undertate, 
Dulaſs thou us OR" „ 


What thou haſt given, thou canſi FEY 
And when thou wilt, new gifts canſt Wake ; 
All flows from thee alone. | 
When thou didſt give it, if ar thine; 
When thou retoo aff, "twas not nine; ; 
Thy Will in. all 1 . 
1 might | erhaps too pleaſant prove, 
Too much attractive of my love; 
So maße me lef5 love thee. _ 4 | 
| Som 


wth Att 7* 
ome things there are thy S criptares ſay, 


Had Reaſon proves, that Heaven and bey 
Do ſeldom well agree.” 


af 
behulbs 


ce. 13 


* N 
A, | ord, let me hen ft calmly. 1 


2 reſt contented with my own z J 


10 . 1 That is, what thou alla g. 
2.1 ; 1 ' Leep thou my ming ſerene aud fr ee, 
"Lal en to think on Heaven and #hee, 


| And what. tho —_ beſtow A. 


Tiere let me have my portions, Lend, 

here all. my. loſſes: b reſtor' d, 

No matter 25 Falle a | 

rt not enoug that we a 

nd love 7 4 our. Aleſt — 4 A 

"boſe goodneſs Frogs u. there? 

reat Cod, af thou art one, may: we 

75 one another all agree, . 
Aud in thy praiſe conſpire : 

lay Men at Angels join and ſiung 

ferne Hymns ts thee their Kin 2 


4 Aud make * alt n Chair. ; 
i A HEMN, 
3 8 


Y Cd. 70 the aur ſelves a Wwe owe, 
And to thy bounty all we have, 
ebold to thee bur praiſes bow, 

"a humbly thy acceptance crave. 


Som 


— v 
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rr r 


* * 


His pour, his will #0 help our end, 


if we enjey a free Eſtate '} 


Thou mad'ſt our Lot to bear that rate, | 


3 . 
If we are happy in a Friend, 
That very Friend tis thou beſtow'ſt ; 


[s juſt ſo much as * allow'ſt. 5 


Our only Title is from thee; 


Which elſe an Og CEO would be. 


If we have health | that elbe d ground, _ 
Which gives the Mufick to the reſt; 


It is by thee our air is ſound, == 


Our Food ſecur d, _ Phyfick bleſs. 


If we have hope one day to view 
0 bliſful 


The glories of thy 


face, 1 


Each aro of that refreſhing Deu | 
Muſt fall from — and thy. free Crate. 


7 


| Thus then to thee our Praiſes bow, 


Aud humbly thy acceptance crave, 
Since tis to thee our ſelves we owe, 
Aud to thy bounty , We ave. - = 


Glory to thee, Great God alone, 


Three Perſons in one Deity ; 
As it hath been in ages gone, 
May now, and ſtill for ever be. 
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PART I. 


We „ + ddI RIS, 
ö 89 3 WAA 
rr 2 3 # . 
IT NS» Re EO Wes 
BER) | E * 


MEDITATION I. 
Repentance and Amendment of Life. 


Wa. iii. 4. Let us ſearch and try our w ays 
and turn again anto the Lord. 


z 5 . 
NE are now ſo much nearer our Grave, 
and all the World is grown older by 
year; the Portion of the wicked is ſo 
uch leſs, and the time of puniſhment is 
arer approach'd. The ſufferings of the 
tient are ſo much diminiſhed, and their 
pes of delivery 10 2 increas'd. 
They who have ſpent this year in ſin and 
ly, ſee all their 5 now . 
ike 


Grace, 


74 of. Amendment of Life. Pin uf J 


fear of revenge, and the beft that can fol 


have wiſely ſpent their time, and made ano 
ther new ſtep towards Heaven, they ſee . 


ther for eternal Ages. 


thou inſtruct us in this great and wife T ruſh 


that the things of this world are of little inf 


life; but what are we nearer the end iff | 
Soul, this day, this year, that has broueſ 4 


future Bleſſedneſs ? Have we 'increas'd of 
eſteem of Heaven, and ſettled its tovemi 


any known temptation, or faithfully reſil ak 


5 y - 
tike a dream. They ſee all is paſt but 3 


low it is a bitter Repentance; but ſich 2 


Joys come to meet them in the way, aug 
{till grow bigger as they come, till by a ob 
ly death they join in one, and dwell tage 


Hh 4 

O chou bleſſed Author of all, our Hope 
and perfect ſatisfier of all our Wiſhes Du 43 
and let every day renew it in our mind 
port, {ſince its Joys and Griefs laſt but for 
time; but the future State moſt infinite 
Concerns us, where life and death endureſ | 
ever. e ; 
IV. 


We are nearer indeed the end of of 
which we live? What have we done, 1 


lory to God, and advanced us towards 


ſtrongly in our Hearts! Have we avoid 'þ 


what we could not avoid ? Have we int 4 
rapted our cuſtomary faults, and checf 
the vices we arc moſt inclined to? Orb: 


Part II. The Prayer. 77 


we embraced the opportunities of good 
which the Mercy of Providence has offer'd 
to our hands? Have we induſtriouſly con- 
trived occaſions to improve, as we are able, 
our ſelves and others ? 
co Ws „ 

Alas! dread Lord, what do we ſee, when 
ſeriouſly we look into our guilty ſelves, 
when we reflect on our former years, nay 
even the Follies but of this one day? ſo 
many hours miſpent in nothing, ſo many a- 
buſed in worſe than nothing. 

mina Pardon, O meek Redeemer, what our 


_ in paſſions have done, and favourably ſupply 
ut for} 


what our weakneſs has omitted; make us 
2 hereafter more carefully watch, that our 
dure time unprofitably flide not away; make us 
chuſe every day ſome fit retreat, to ſtudy the 
= knowledge of our ſelves and thee ; our ſelves, 
so correct our many Infirmities; and thee 
to adore thy infinite Perfections. 


The Prayer. 


oven 0 Eternal and moſt gracions God, I adore 
. thy Mercy and Goodneſs, that thou doſt 
iy our inſirmities, paſs by thouſands of our 
lies, inviteſt us to repentance, and doſt of- 
er ut pardon ; becauſe we are miſerable, aud 
ne ecauſe we need it, and becauſe thou art good, 
E 2. aud 


. . ˙ 1 ⅛˙ͤe . ¼ ] — > As 99s cam... _ 


76 Type Clories of Heaven. Part II. 


meſs lead me to repentance, and my 


2 


the whole courſe of my life. 
85 . 


Grant me the aſſiſtance of thy Grace, ſv 
carefully to reform my life, and ſo induſtri. 7 
ouſly to do all my duty, that I may never 

zranſgreſs thy holy Laws, but that it may be 


the work of my liſe to obey thee, the joy ff 


my ſoul to pleaſe thee, the ſatisfadtion of a 
my hopes and deſires to live with thee in th 


Kingdom of Glory, through Jeſus Chriſt nf 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Amen. - 


* 


MEDITATION IL 
| Of the Glories of Heaven. 


Pſal. Ixxxvii. 2. Very excellent things a 
ſpoken of thee, thou City of God. 
T ET them, O Lord, ſeek other Da 
who expect no Felicity from thee : L 
them fill up their time with other Emploj 
ment, who,think thy Rewards not wor 
their Labour; as for me, my chief — 


Fd 


1 


YES 
. 


2 
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zance bring forth the fruits of Godlineſs in 
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and delighteſt in ſhewing mercy I beſeech by 
thee let me never abuſe thy Mercies, nor turn 
thy Grace into wantonuneſs, but let thy Good 


Repen. 


22 


N 


* 


ors 


. 


© 
N 


. 
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Part II. Of the Glories of Heaven.* —— 


W ſhall be to meditate on the Glories prepared 
for thy Servants above; all the few Years 


turn . 
Good. have to live ſhall be ſpent in purchaſing that 
depen- one Eternal Day. | 


oo „ Oo | 
That Day whoſe brightneſs knows no 
Night, nor ever fears the leaſt Eclipſe; 
EZ whoſe chearful Brow no Cloud o'er-caits, 
nor Storm moleſts the paſſage of its Rays, 
but it {till ſhines on ſerene and clear, and 
W fills with ſplendor that ſpacious Palace; it 
needs not the fading luſtre of the Sun, nor 
the borrowed ſilver of our Moon: the Sun 
that riſes there, is the Lamb; and the Light 

that ſhines, the Se God. 5 

O how beauteous Truths are ſung of thee, 
thou City of the King of Heaven. Thy 
Walls are raiſed of precious Stones, and e- 
very Gate is one rich Pearl : Thy Manſions 
are built of choiceſt Jewels, and the Pave- 


n. ment of thy Streets is tranſparent Gold: A- 
long in the midit of thee rnns a cryſtal Ri- 
gs ol ver, perpetually flowing from the Throne 
> 2 of God ; there all along thoſe pleaſant Banks 
. does moſt deliciouſly grow the Tree of Life, 
| healing all Wounds with its balmy Leaves, 
Deli and making immortal all that but taſte its 
ee: Fruits. 5 ; | | | | 
mplo) IV. 


© won Thus is the Holy City built; thus is the 
 conteny new Jeruſalem 0 O bleſt and glori- 
5 - ous 


* 


78 The Prayer. 


Tongne with Pſalms of Praiſe. 


lures to entertain us? 
0 V 


be bani 


make me fit to enter into them. 


May 1 


{till think on my Country above, and there 


eſtabliſh my eternal home: where I hope to 
dwell perpetually with my God, and be fil- 
Jed for ever with the ſweetneſs of his Pre- 
lence. e | 


The Prayer. 


Moſt glorious God, 


flrengthen my Faith 


in the belief of the inviſible things of the 
other World, that it may enable me to conquer 
this! imprint in my Soul ſuch a lively Image 
of that future State, as may make me run 
with patience and chearfulneſs the race which 
is ſet before me. O let me not chuſe my por- 

N 7:04 | 


Part II. Par 
ous City! how free and happy are thy glad. 
Inhabitants: Every Head wears a Royal | 
Crown, and every Hand a Palm of Victo- 
ty; every Eye overflows with Joy, and every | 

Behold, O 
my Soul, the Inheritance that we ſeek : and 
where can we find more Riches to invite FS 
ns? Behold the Felicities to which we are | 
called, and where can we meet ſuch Plea- | 


28 then all vain and worldly Defires ; | 
'd ever from moleſting my Peace. 
Deſcend thou bleſſed Heaven into my Heart, 
or rather take up my Heart to thee; thy | 
Joys indeed are too great to enter into me; 


p 


art II. Of God's Providence. 79 
ig ion in this life, let me not exchange the Crown 
ud Glories of Eternity for the he 58 and 
anities of this world, but fix my ho, 


I 


Fat having this hope in me, I may parifie 
ny ſelf as thou art pure; and grant that by 
he aids of thy bleſſed Spirit, 1 may be ſted- 
aſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that my labour 
Hall not be in vain in the Lord; that by pa- 


1 
2 > Wd 
es * 
2 


LY 
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MEDITATION Ul. 
Of Gods Providence. 


I Pet. v. 9. Caſt all your care upon God, 15 
| he careth for you. 


. 
'Y God, in every thing I ſee thy Hand, 
and in every paſlage thy gracious Pro- 
Evidence. Thou wiſely governeſt us in all 
our ways, and preventeſt with thy. Mercies 
all our wants. Thou calleſt us up early in 
the Morning, and giveſt us light by the 
beams of the Sun; that we may every one 


1th 
the 
ner 
age 
un 
ich 
- 
1 


þ be on 
EF hoſe immortal pleaſures beyond the Grave : 


rent continuauce in well-doing, I may ſeek 


labour 


80 Of God's Providence. Part II Par 


labour in his proper work, and ſv fill up tie 


little place appointed for us in this World: 
Doing that ſervice to thee, and that good: 
to Mankind, which thou our great Lord nes 
and Maſter requireſt = =. 4) 

Thou provideſt alſo a reſt for our wear ane 
Evening, and favoureſt our ſleep with a ſha-Þ 


dy darkneſs, to refreſh our Bodies in thus! 
peace of Night, and ſupply the waſte of ou bl 
decaying Spirits. Again, thou awakeſt ou Yea 
drowſie Eyes, and bidſt us return to our bleſl 
daily Task. Thus has thy Wiſdom mix} 0 
pur Life, and beauteouſly - interwoven it | 
with Reſt and Work, whoſe mutual change 5 


tweaten each other; and both prepare us 3 
for our greateſt Duty, that of finiſhing here 
the Work of our Salvation © N 
e __— pats 
Lord, how thy bounty gives us all things 
_ elſe, with a large Rs Hand. ON Hea 
Fields at once are covered with Corn, and 
our Trees bow under the weight of their 
Fruit; at once Thou filleſt our Magazines 
with plenty, and ſendeſt us whole ſhowers 
of other Bleflings. Only our time thou di- 
ſtilleſt by drops, and never giv'ſt us two mo- 
ments at once, but takeſt away one when 
thou lendeſt another, to teach us the price 
of ſo rich a jewel. 5 + 0 


| bt 
ao 
IV. 


art II. Te Prayer. 81 


„„ TOs 
That we may learn to value every hour 
and not childiſhly ſpend them on empty tri- 
fes; much leſs maliciouſly murther whole 
days in purſuing a courſe of fin and ſhame. 
Lord, as thou haſt thus taught our Igno- 
France, ſo let thy Grace enable our Weak- 


ear : r Weak- 
8 . eſs wiſely to manage the time thou 758 
the zus, and ſtill preſs on to new degrees of Im- 


Wprovement ; that in our few, but well-ſpent 
ears, we may purchaſe to our ſelves a 

bleſſed Eternity. 
V 


wy O thou, in whoſe indulgent Hands are 
nge both our Time and our Eternity ! Whoſe 
. 2ſt covidence gives every Minute of our Life, 
here and governs the fatal Period of our Death! 

O make us every Evening ſtill provide to 

paſs with comfort that important Hour: 
ings Make us {till balance our accounts with 


Ou Heaven, and ſtrive to encreaſe our Treaſure 
ut bad * . 
with thee, that if we riſe no more to our 


her *<quaintance here, we may joyfully awake 
oo zmong thy bleſſed Angels, there to unite | 
ver our Hymns with theirs, and ſing Hallelu- 
18 jahs for evermore. On 

0- | | 3 
* Ihe Prayer. 


"_ OA bleſſed God, all things are permitted, 
; acted, or diſpoſed by thee, who art Mi. 
IV dom and Goodneſs it {i and ſo, art the re- 
| 5 ſult 


82 


The Prayer. 
ſult of the moſt perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſ; 


Part II. 


Of whom 
an of Goodneſs that ory 
Creation. I put my ſelf whol 


and Body for ever. 
ſhort time which thou ha 


day come; that whenſoever thou 


into the joy of thy Lord. 
merciful Father, for the ſake of Jeſus Chrilt 


MED 


ſhall I crave Pardon and Proviſ. 
on, Succour and Relief, but of thee, the Oce- 
the whole 
wholly into th 
Hande, with an humble faith in thy infinit 
Mercies, truſting thee both with my Soi 
JI wait on thee for thi 
gracious Aſſiſtance, to enable me faithful : 
zo diſcharge my duty in roy condition iff 
Life; that I may fo carefully employ thi 
appointed me i 
ſpend here, in doing all thoſe good work 
which thou haſt prepared for me to walk in 
and ſo to make up my accounts before that great 
ſhalt call 
me hence, I may give ſuch an account of thi 
Talents wherewith thou haſt iutruſted mM 
that I may receive that joyful Sentence, Well 
done, good and faithful Seryant, .enter thou 
Grant this, 0 


II. I art II. Of Aliction. | 83 


0 þ 


7 aff iction. 


MO MEDITATION IV. 


Of bearing of Affiftion 


4 Pal. exix. 92. Unleſs thy Law had been my 


delight, I ſhould then have periſhed in mine 


My God, in vain do we beg to have 


thy heavy hand taken from us, ſo long 


Ws the Cauſe remains; my Sins have been 

many and great, I deſerve all the evil that 

Wl ſatter, and all that thou haſt threatned, 

even the utmoſt rigours of thy vengeance. 

And yet ſuch is thy Goodnels, theſe Afflicti- 
ons I labour under are not the wounds and 

bruiſes of an Enemy, but the chaſtiſements 
Jof a Father: thou layeſt thy Rod upon me 
only with a Deſign to reprove and reform 

me, for thus thou haſt explained the nature 
aud intent of thy own Diſpenſations. 


My Son, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtning of 
the Lord, nor faint when. thou art rebuked of 


bim: For aubom the Lord loveth he chaſtneth, 
and ſcourgeth every Son whom he recerveth e 
ye endure chaſtning, God dealeth with yon 
ar with Sons : for what Son is he, whom the 
Father chaſtneth not? Furthermore, we have 
bad Fathers of our * which. gorrected us, 


and 


* 
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much rather be in ſubjection to the Father i 


. vertheleſs afterwards it yieldeth the peaceatl: 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs, unto them that am 


Nations. 


. Rod, but I will fly to thee for ſuccour; 


and we gave them Reverence, ſhall we ut 


2 and live? For they verily for a feu 
ays chaſtned us after their -own pleaſure, bu 1 
he for our profit, that we might be partalen 
of his holineſs. Now no 3 for thei 

preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievors : nr. 


exerciſed thereby. - 
3 15 . III. . ; 
What can more illuſtrate the Wiſdom d 


God, than the converting our bittereſt ca 


lamities into occaſions of our virtue and 
happineſs ? And which of all our calamitie g. 
is more likely to contribute to our Refor- 
mation than thoſe which our moſt wiſe and 
gracious God thinks fit to lay upon us! 
Confider, O my Soul, who chuſes for thee, 
and learn to reſign thy felt to his Diſpoſals; 
for they are the appointments of one who 
is wiſer than thou, and who loves thee bet- 
ter than thou loveſt thy ſelf; conſider allo 
why he chuſes thus, and learn to improve 
under the ſeeming harſhneſs of ſach Diſpen- 


 Bleſfed be thy Name, moſt gracious God, 
for this very Affliction, with which thy Fa- 
therly Wiſdom hath now thought fit to 
chaſtiſe and try me; I cannot flee from thy 


and 


uties 
for- 


thee, 
ſals; 
Who 


alſo 
rove 
pen- 


30d, 
Fa- 
t to 
thy 
Our; 


and 


Part II. 


Ind beg that thou wouldſt aſſiſt me with 
Patience, and turn all my Afflictions to my 

Poul's advantage. In all thy Dealings, I 
now thou art Juſt, and Wiſe, and Good, 
Ind that all things ſhall work together for 

Hood to them that love thee. Therefore if 
t be for my Geod, let this Cup paſs from 
Ine; if it be for my Good, let it remain with 
Ine; let my afflictions continue till thy gra- 
rious purpoſes are accompliſhed in me; and 
when thou ſeeſt me ſufficiently humbled, 
Wand reformed, then, and not before, do thou 
Neetreſh, and raiſe, and deliver me out of 
them: In the mean time, I beſeech thee, to 
give me ſach an humble ſenſe of my own 
guilt, as may work in me a quiet and con- 
tented ſubmiſſion to thy Will, that I may 
{neither unduly decline, nor unthankfully mur- 
mur at the weight or length of my Suffer- 


The Prayer. © 8 


ings, but receive every Diſpenſation of thy 
Providence, with ſuch a Spirit and Temper 
as becomes my Duty, and may render it ſer- 


viceable to the ends which thou in thine infi- 
{nite Wiſdom deſigneſt to accompliſh by it. 


The Prayer. 
0 Moſt gracious God, and merciful Father, 
' 1 humbly adore thy Goodnefs and Mercy, 
even whilſt I ſuffer by thy Fuſtice; for thou 
doſt not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
Children of Men; but deſigneſt thy puniſp- 
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flickion I muſt ſtill ſay, Righteous art tho 


member mercy, and though my fins have pri 
_ voked thee to ſtrike, yet conſider my weaknueſ;l 


in me the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs 
that ſo theſe light afflictions, which are but 


Jeſus Chriſt ny Saviour. Amen. 


8 The Prayer. Part IMart 
ments as A means t0 beep us from greater 
vis; I heartily acknowledge, O Lord, uu 
all I do or tan ſuffer, is but the due rewar 
of my deeds, and therefore in my greateſt fff 


O Lord, and upright are thy Judgment, 7 


But, O Lord, I beſeech thee in judgment r 


N 
7 2 

7 Et), 

NN 

3 
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and let not thy ſtripes be more heavy or mon 


Sue, than thou ſeeſt profitable for my Sou 
| Gwe me, I beſeech thee, a great reverence Peal 
thy Wiſdom and Fuſtice, an intire confident 
i thy Goodneſs and Charity, and a thankful 
remembrance of all thy paſt mercies to mh 


and ſo patiently to endure what thou lay 
»por me at preſent, that it may bring fon 


for a moment, may work for me a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of Glory, 761i 


t II Wart II. Againſt Pride. 87 
44 MEDITATION . 
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0 43 Againſt Pride. 
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ents Prov. xi. 2. When Pride cometh, then cometh: 


n ſhame, but with the lowly is wiſdom. 
kueſsl 1I 


Peak no more proudly, vain Duſt ; nor 
BE) provoke any longer the Living God. 
zeal up thy lips in humble ſilence, and with 
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Remember how the Earth opened her month, 


eye Remember how the Clouds rain'd fire and 
fon brimſtone, and buried whole Cities in their 
ef pn aſhes! Remember how the general De- 
e bufWuge o'er-ſpread the world, and ſwept away 
mort Amoſt all mankind! Remember and ask 


Whe cauſe of all this Ruin, and tell it aloud: 
0 the bold Offender FA 


Sfach ſwift Deſtruction. Sin threw the An- 
gels down from Heaven, and chain'd them 


tout of Paradiſe, and turned that delicious 
Garden into a Field of Weeds. O God, 
how terrible is thy mighty Arm, when thou 
ſtretcheſt it forth to be avenged of thine E- 
nemies! O Sin how fatal is thy deſperate 


Di 


— need a ae Sad ets ne Seen er — 
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Wrembling remember his dreadful Judgments. 
u ſwallowed up alive ſo many hundreds! 


Tell him, *twas Sin, that drew upon them 


ſup in eternal Darkneſs. Sin baniſhed Adam 


we repeat theſe amazing Truths, and no 


ners, and ſtill go on in the ways of fin 

Even while we fing Praiſes, O gloriowſ 
Lord, it is our duty to rejoice with tren-WE 
bling before thee. What ſhould corruptelſ 
Nature then do, when it ſees it ſelf ready to 


Strike thou our hearts, O thou infinite 


aloud when we are tempted and ſay, dare 
vou commit this evil and fin againſt God? 


88 Againft Pride. Part... 
Malice, that pulls on our Heads the verge 
ance of Heaven. 1 | 8 


O iny Soul, how dull and ſenſeleſs ar 1 
we, to ſleep ſecure, as if all were ſafe! Cu 


tremble at the Wrath of the Divine Juſtice 
Can we conſider the deplorable end of Sin 


&*..- 
= : 


_ offend thee? What ſhould a guilty Conſc ;/ 
ence do, when it ſees it ſelf upon the brim hi 
of ruin by offending thee? | om, 


Majeſty, with an awful reverence of thy 

reat Name. Correct our many Levitie 
into a pious ſadneſs, and break our proud 
hearts into an humble contrition. Still, C 
Lord, let a lively ſenſible Conſcience cry 


dare you commit this evil and run upon the 
fire of divine Vengeance? Are you not . 


fraid to provoke his Wrath, to plunge you. 
into. everlaſting 'T'orments ? By thy Judg- Wh. 
ments in the World, thou, O Lord, expet-|.,;, 
eſt that the Inhabitants thereof ſhoulg learn Ne 
Righteouſneſs. Grant, Lord, that I may 
e always 
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ert II. The Prayer. 89 
ways do ſo, that ſo thy Judgments on 


# thers may prove Mercies to me. 
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{tice} WW) Meek and lowly Jeſus, who reſiſteth the 

4. BY Proud, and gi veſt Grace to the Humble, 
In 


An 22/t placed Poverty of Spirit in the Front 
Ou” by Beatitudes, as the Foundation and 
rl BE -0:1d-work of thy holy Religion: Teach me, 
upteiſ ſeſeech thee, this excellent Grace of Humi- 
dy ol ty, and grant that I may hate and ſhun Pride 


755 the moſt dangerous and deſtructive Vice, 
ri 


finite, 
f thy 
Vities 
roud 


lende ro the Pit of 1 


read of thy Glorious Majeſty, as may deſtr 
u me all Pride and Sell. Conceit, aud — 


= * appear as baſe and vile in mine Own 

eien, as my Sins have made me in thine. 

Lo Make me 7 ſenſible of the Corruptions of my 
I 


Nature, my many heinous violations of my 


1 the aty, my vile Ingratitude to thee, my greateſt 
ot -BWBcncfator, and the great imperfeckions of my 
2 beſt Services, and that whatever I have done 


bat is Ee, is owing to thy graci- 
m 


peel: Mus aſſiſtance, that ay never arrogate to my 
_ lf what ſhould be 212% thine. 
vays | III. 


Which defiles every thing, however otherwiſe 
ſommendable and excellent, and naturally 


{ Give me, 0 N Bleſſed God, ſuch an awful | 
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that deſpiſing my ſelf, I may be accepted h 


fed Servants, in the Kingdom of eternal Cl. Neſſe 
ry. Amen. 8 . — 


Prov. xii. 24. The bord of the diligent ſhall 


thou place thy chief Felicity? And whither 


and Prudent of the World, and learn 
them to chuſe their intereſts. Do they not 


mmneean to ſpend moſt of their life? Do they 
there project their Manſion-ſeat, in a Coun- 


90 Feainft Sloth. Part Il Fart 
„%% Na! 
Let me never think of my ſelf more high. {ri 
ly than I ought to think, but in lowlineß | 
of mind eſteem others better than my ſelf 


"xa A; 


zhee, and advanced to thoſe Honours wii 
which thou wilt crown thy humble and deſp. 


wt Boop, <p 


lis. tt. 
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MEDITATION vi. i 
Lein Shth 


bear rule, but the ſlothful ſhall be und 


tribute. 1 

Etire, O my Soul, into thine own bo- 
ſom, and fearch what thou aimeſt a 
in all thy thoughts: Examine, where dot 
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tend thy ſtrongeſt deſires? Go to the Gren 
there increaſe their Eſtates, where the) 


try through which they paſs as Travellers re 
No more, my Soul, ſhould we build 0. 
2 | | el 


e 


Hart II. Againſt Sloth. Or 
tt hopes on the ſandy foundation of this 
high Mriing Earth. —_ 
inet II. „ | 
O thou eternal Being who changeſt not, 
Et art the cauſe and end of all our Changes! 
Who ſtill remaineſt the ſame rich fulneſs 
cy (elf, aud the ſame bright Glory to all thy 
Wcfſed ; teach us, O Lord, to uſe this tran- 
tory world as Pilgrims returning to their 
loved home, that we may only take what 
ur Journey requires, and not think of ſet- 
| Ing in a foreign Country; but wiſely diſ- 
dſe our Treaſures ſo, as to be happy where 
Wc muſt always be, without any trouble or 
FDolcſtation. : D „„ 


When thou haſt found thy happy end, 

d found it the only good that laſts for 
er; ſtudy, O my Soul, to know (till more, 
d ſtill more value thoſe immortal Joys. 
trie for ſo glorious a Prize with thy Whole 
rce, and the utmoſt endeavour of all thy 
culties. Purchaſe at any.rate that bleſt in- 
ritance, and wiſely neglect even all things 
le, all that would divert thee from thy ho- 
courſe, or but retard the ſpeed of thy ad- 
ance. For though the leaſt in the Kingdom 
i Heaven be happy enough, where every 
eſſel is filled to the brim, yet to enlarge 
ur Capacity to the leaſt higher degree, de- 
ves the buſieſt diligence of our whole life. 


IV. 
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 doſt 
nither 
Iren 
n of 
not 
they 
they 
Oun- 
lers! 
our 


beſt 
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Corn? And we, for whom all Nature 


of God commands even his Angels to war 


_ our ſelves? 


up; be thou the quickning life of all m 


_ 
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F CR gs; 
Shall the induſtrious Bee endure no re ur. 


but fly, and ſing and labour all the dy ag 


Shall the unwearied Ant be running up af 


Ora! 
down, to fetch and carry a few grains =: 
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faithfully works and tires it ſelf in perpeu 
al motion, for whom the tender ProvidenW 


continnally ; for whom the holy Feſzs can 
down from Heaven, and ſpent a whole li 
in continual labour: Shall we ſleep on i 
drowſie ſloth, and not tir a finger'to he; 


Awake, my Soul, and chide thy flug 
an 


thoughts, let their ſtupid folly plan le 
know, we have a ſtore to provide, as Cal 
as Ants, and infinitely richer than the! 
poor hoard. We have a work to do as wh": 
as Bees, and that which is infinitely CweaghWly 
er than all their Honey. What can \W'z: 
nobly enrich an immortal Soul, as {till Han 
be gathering a ſtock for Eternity? Wir 
can ſo highly delight one that every day inte 
proves, as daily to ſee the increaſe of MlM- 
hopes? 5 at 


„„ 
O bleſſed hope? Be thou my chief dt 
light, and the only Treaſure I covet to li 


Actions, and ſweet allay of all my Suff 
8 ing 
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gs; ſo ſhall I ne'er refuſe the meaneſt la- 


art [] 


0 ur, while I look to receive ſach glorious 
e du Vages. So ſhall I ne'er repine at any tem- 
up ral Loſs, while I hope to gain ſuch eter- 
ains Mal Reward. Lord while we breath, make 


5 live to thee; and when we expire, depart 
erpeuſ thy peace: That, whether we live or die, 
ideng e may be always thine, and live with thee 
Wat lite everlaſting. „„ 
can 1 1 5 
ole li 
Dn uM 
© he 


The Prayer. 
Moſt bleſſed God, who in thy holy Goſpel 
F aidſt Sentence the {lothful aud pat Hock 
Ile Servant 20 be caſt into outer darkneſs, 
Jugol ” rant that I may nor ſtand here all the day 
plainiWele, „ut may 2 all diligence to make my 


s wd-alling and Election ſure. Make me in 
the ne meaſure uſeful to my ſelf and others, 
1s well oth as 20 this life and that which is to come. 
(wealWly Soul is continually beſet with many and 
an 8 :2:122t adverſaries; O let me not fold my 
till ande to ſleep in the midſt of ſo great dan- 


Wraj 
ay1 
of hi 


rers, but watch and pray, that I enter not 
Into temptation ; and learn and labour to get 
ay own living, and to do my duty in that 
ate of mylife, unto which it hath pleaſed thee 
bo call me. Let me not . er, the precious 


ef dine thou haſt give me wherein to prepare 
to lor Eternity. Let every thing I do for the 
11 maintenance for this frail life, put me in mind 
zuffe 


a providing for a better; and whilſt I la- 
1 g 
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Eccleſ. i. 14. J have ſeen all the works F 


tences; you weary your bodies with reſt 
labour, and afflict your minds with perpetu 
Care; day and night you are ſtill perplen ua 
ſtill buſily plotting to compaſs your onl® © 


D. Of the Panities. | Part] Part 


Sour ſor the meet that perifſheth, let m 
tain that which endureth to eternal Il 
Grant this for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Ama 


„ - 


MEDITATION Vl 
On the Vanities of the Worllf 
are done under the Sun, and behold, al 
vanity and vexation of Spirit. 


T En me, you eager lovers of the wot 
1 what *tis you aim at in all your pt 


ends. Tell me what are thoſe ends you Hel 


long have ſought ; and I will tell you w.] 


you ſoon will find. While there are min 


ny, they do but diſtract your thoughts, at 
often engage them to quarrel among then 


ſelves. One end, and one alone is the wi 105 
to true and laſting Peace; and on that on Ce 


muſt all the reſt depend. a 
: 8 
Tis true, perhaps you will ſay, and) 
that rule we guide our lives; whate'er W A 
undertake, our ultimate deſign is only to Hg. 


i hap! 


appy. Tis to be happy that we ſtrive to 


Ing others; *tis to be happy that we run af- 
er pleaſures, and covet in every thing our 
own proud will. But you, alas! miſtake 
Pour Happineſs, and fooliſhly ſeek it where 


Jo catch the Sun, when they ſee it ſetting 


Wravel on, and tire themſelves in vain ; for 


Juſt ſo we fooliſh mortals judge, and are 
juſt ſo deceived, when we think to meet 


alas! has now no Paradiſe ; but all its fruits 
are weeds and thorns, all dangerouſly mix'd 
ith occaſions of fin; all ſprinkled over 


ve ever paſſionately love, but till in the 
gend it made us repent? Nay, the beſt end 
was heartily to repent, and learn by our fal- 
ling to tread more ſure. 

. IV. © 
Pity us, © Lord, who live below in the 
dark, (till wiſhing for reſt, but finding none; 


eyes, and ſhine upon us with thy beauteous 

light; convince us throughly that there is a 
and better World than this, a happier People than 
eder whole we know : Let us every day begin 


y to our Journey thither, and fit our ſelves for 


happy that bleſſed placc. V. 


art II. of the World. * 


e great, and enrich our ſelves by defraud- 


ls not to be found: As filly children think 
Vs they think) at ſo near a diſtance, they 
Whe thing e 5 another World. 


ith Heaven upon Earth This World, 


with the -bitterneſs of forrow. What did 


ſcatter thoſe miſts of paffion that blind our 
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If thus our nature tend to happineſs, there; 
Aure ſome happineſs to content our nature 


ſtreams than Milk and Honey: look up a 
lightful than the 


— — 


| Thrones, and all the heavenly Saints Ir. 


Clemency of our gracious Sovereign, to pa- 


56 5 Of the Vanities Part ll x at 


V; 


ſure the All-wiſe Creator has provided mem j 


to ſatisfie the appetites which himſelf hh... 


made. Doubt not, my Soul, the bouny|l 


N 


of thy Lord; but turn all thy fear on thin x 


own unworthineſs ; Look up and fee a rid Ind 
delicious Land, that flows with ſweet 


ſee a gloriqus on, incomparably more den; 
0 eons Courts of Kings We 
behold the bleſſed Angels ſhining on thei | 


umphing with their Hymns. Great is te.: 


DOVE ure 
don the offences of repenting Sinners: Great], 
is the bounty of our glorious Lord, to crown;.. 


with Rewards his faithful Servants. Thou. hes 
lands of Saints attend in his preſence, andM; 


Millions of Angels wait on his Throne, all . 


beauteoully rang'd in perfect order, all joe 


fully ſinging the Ai =; of their Creator. 
I 


But look up yet higher, O my Soul, and 1 
ſee the glorified Humanity of thy dear Re- Mior 


deemer, that bleſſed Feſzs who died for ui; | 
on the Croſs, and now invites us to partake ie 


of his Crown; ſee and rejoice in thoſe eter- Mio 
nal Honours which Heaven and Earth juſt- Mr « 
ly pay to their King; look up once more, Mil is 


and it thou canſt, look infinitely higher, and; 


humbly 


t Il 5 dart II. - of the World. 97 


ea dumbly admire the unconceiyable myſtery ; 
1 vonder now and adore the Sovereign Dei- 


dureh, ellentially full of its own bleſt Light, 
cas 
f has 
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435 When thou haſt ſeen all this, my Soul, 
* 8 leating wonders, then turn down thine Eye 
* Wowards this Earth again, and ſee the petty 
fig Z hings that are wont to entertain our Minds : 
8 ti 
is the 
0 pat: 
Gren 


"TOWN 


y pleaſure, compared to the Bliſs of an e- 
Fernal Paradiſe? What is a Bag of Money, 
r a fair Eſtate, if compared with the Trea- 
ures of Heaven? How narrow there do 
ur greateſt Kingdoms ſeem ? How ſmall a 
Circle the whole Globe of the Earth? Ci- 


) * uſſe World, as a ſwarm of Ants, running 
1c, Ap and down, and juſtling one another, and 
5 My naking all this ſtir for a few Grains of Corn. 


| „ 
Ws O Heaven! let me again lift np mine 
1, and 

ir Re lorious Proſpect. There let me ſtand and 


for uM; ; Ce Wy Th 54 
"take, ſteady fight, till I have look'd my 


L eter- 
1 jult- 


more ll is an idle Dream to thoſe real Joys, an abſo- 


er, an | 
IX: 


U Des Nite nothing to that Felicity. 5 


Hull and overflowing into all his Creatures, 
Eyhich ſhine as little Beams derived from him. 


Ind ſtay'd and dwelt a while among thoſe | 


hat is a name of Honour or amomenta- 


[ how ies and Towns like little Hills; and the 


yes to thee, and take a tuller View of that 


If into this firm Judgment: All that the 
noſt proſperous Fortune can here poſſeſs, 
r even the largeſt Fancy poſſibly imagine, 


PP. 
O Glorious Feſ#, in whom we live, ad ho 
without whom we die; mortifie in us al of 
ſenſual deſires, and purifie our Hearts will 
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thy holy Love; that we may no longer e 
ſteem the Vanities of this World, but plac 
our affections entirely upon thee. = 


1 * 
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g V Hon A Lord, and I my ſelf in l 
ſeuſible, that I live in a world that i 

l 


Ii Full of vanity and temptations, that my N 
zure is weak, and ready to yield to them; 
that my affections are apt to wander aft 
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it vauity; and that ſudden paſſions du oftentimi 
10 | rrauſpor me from my duty. TI therefore bun. 
; 1 8 bly eſeech thee, ro giue me ſuch a. ſtrong au 
i" lively ſenſe f thy all-ſeeing eye, and of t 
8 life to come, as may over-awe all ſiuful mM? 
. | | Tious in me, and br eak the force of the ſtrong: 
i eſt temptations that aſſault me. O let me NC 
i not chuſe my portion in this life, let me ni vh 
i# _ exchange the Crown and Glories of Eternity 
1 far the Pomps and Vanities of this World 
i Jo this end ſeud zby Holy Spirit into 1 ct 
I'll Heart, to teach me to deny all ungodliniW 
1 aud worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righte iy 
1 ouſly, and godly in this preſent evil Worli 
and to bave always in remembrance the great" 
account which I am to give at the laſt day" 


before thy Tribunal. Lord, ſo fit me for th 4 
| A 


* Jour of Death, that I need not fear the day 
an Cl Judgment. Amen. 


If an Pfal. xci. 1. Hhoſo dwelleth under the Defence 


hat iid f the Muſt High, fhall abide under the fha- 
y Ni dow of the Almighty. rh. 
then i 

ate I 


ti me OT unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
e hun. 
ug ani 
5 2 
ul mi: 
ſtroug- 
let me 
me ni 
ger nit) 
World 
ato ml 
odlineſ 
righie. 
Worli. 3 | 
e greuf P uard watches but in vain: We know, and 
oft der experience tells us, unleſs thou reach 
for th orth thy hand, we are preſently in danger 
o t linking; every ae” an of our day 17 8 

2 Its 


we all the Glory. When we have applied 
dur utmoſt Cares, and uſed all the diligence 
hat lies in our Power; what can we do, it 
we do not look up to thee, and ſecond our 
endeavours with Prayers for thy Bleffings ? 
vhen we have implored thy gracious mer- 
y, what can we do but ſubmit our Hopes, 


3 
We know, and thou thy ſelf haſt taught 


but unto thine own bleſt Name give 


ind expect the event from thy free Good- 


s, that unleſs thou defendeſt the City, the 
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by thy ſtrength. Even the Line we now 
repeat muſt beg its breath of thee, and ſtop 
if thou denieſt it. If thou denieſt, who can 


| 
i compel thy Will, or call in Queſtion thy 
1 Decrees? Are we not all thy creatures, ( 
i PRE God, and as helpleſs Children, 
ft hanging at the Breaſt of thy Providences ! 
1 Are we not all as Clay in thine Hands, to 
| f * frame us into Veſſels 5 a uſe thou pleaſeſt 
| | ' Behold, we confeſs, O Lord, in thee we 
i live, in thee we move and have our Being; 
4 all our ſufficiency proceeds from thee ; and 
ity our ſucceſs depends on thy favour. Others 
i may tell us the way we ſhould go; but thou 
18 alone canſt enable us to walk in it. Others 
N may inſtruct us in the Paths of Virtue, but 
ih even they muſt firſt be taught by thee : They 
if mult be moved by thee to act that Charity; 


i and ſo all at laſt is reſolved into thee. 
* „„ % 

| Should we preſume, O Lord, to divide 
[ thy Grace, and proudly challenge any ſhare 
i to our ſelves, thy mighty Truth ſtands up 
againſt us, and our own infirmities will 
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q examine our hearts, and ask who works all 
4 their actions in them; ſure we muſt needs 
9 bow down our Heads, and from our low 
| duſt, humbly ſay, Nothing are we, O Lord, 
but what thou haſt made us: Only our fins 
| | are 
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fiſts by thee, tand every ſtep we take moves 4 


plainly confute us. Shouldeſt thou ſeverely 


t II. 


10ves if 


now 
ſtop 
) can 
1 thy 
8, C 
dren, 
Ces * 
8, to 
aſſt! 


ee we 
eing; 
M and 
)thers 
t thou 
Others 
e, but 
They 


jarity; 


divide 
7 ſhare 
ds up 
8 will 
verely 
rks all 
needs 
ir low 
Lord, 
ur fins 


art 


are intirely our own; which, O may thy 
Grace extinguiſh for ever. 


Protection. = 11 


V. 
O may all Self- preſumption die in us, and 


our whole confidence live only in thee : May 
eyen our Frailties make us more ſtrong, and 
our being nothing teach us to be humble: 
So ſhall thy Power, O God, be magnified 
in our Weakneſs, and thy Mercy triumph 
in the Relief of our Miſeries. 
all we have from thee, and why ſhould we 
W boaſt as if we had it of our ſelves ? Thou art 
my Saviour, whom then ſhall I fear? Thou 
art my Protector and Defender, of whom 


We receive 


then ſhall I be afraid? 
V 


Thus do we depend, O Lord, on thee, 


and happy are we in this dependence, did 


we but know our own true Intereſt: We 
and our whole concerns are depoſited with 


God; and where can we find a better hand 
to enſure. them? Is he not wiſe enough to 
chuſe ſafely for us, who diſpoſes all Nature 
in ſuch admirable Order? Has he not pow- 
er to go K with his purpoſe, who 
commands the Wills of Men and Angels? 


do our ſelves? He feeds the Fowls of the 
ir, and cloaths the Lillies of the Fields. 
ithout his Providence not a Sparrow falls 
0 the Ground; and ſhall we miſtruſt his 
F 3 d Care 


ants he, perhaps, an Inclination to favour 
Jus, who deſires our felicity more than we 
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his Prophet by the ſervice of a Raven: He 
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102 Of the Almighty's, &c. Part II. 


Cure for his Children? Under his Govern-· 
ment we have liv'd all this while, and cans. 
we now ſuſpect he'll forſake us? gon 


1 . 1 5 
He has ſhewed his bounty in extraordina- on 
ry Favours, and will he deny us his leſſer 


Bleflings ? He has freely beſtowed on us his wh 
deareſt Son, how ſhall he not with him give He 


us all things elſe! All that are truly uſeful 


to carry us on our way, and bring us at 


length to his eternal Reſt. If our necefl: b 
ties be the effects of our Folly, we muſt not 
preſume he'll maintain us in our fins. Ra- 


ther we ſhould ſtrive to moderate our Ap- 


petites, and correct the Vices that have bred 


theſe Miſeries. But if our wants be inno- 


cent and prefling, he'll ſooner do a Mira- 


cle than break his Word; his Word, which 
he ſo often has ſolemnly engaged, ſo often 


proved by a e ee 

Ask but the former Ages, and they will 
tell you the Wonders he wrought in favour, 
of his faithful Servants. He multiplied the 
Oil in the poor Widow's Cruiſe, and fed 


dried the Sea into a Path for his People, and I); 
melted the Rocks into ſtreams of Water to] 
quench. their thirſt: He made his Angels 


| Stewards of their Proviſion, and nouriſh'd n 
them in the Wilderneſs with the Bread of 


Heaven. Still, O my God, thy eternal Cha- 
. | rity Þ 


t II. part II. The Prayer. 103 
vern· ry retains the fame Affections for thoſe 


d can {What rely on thee; ſtill thy All- ſeeing Wiſ⸗ 
om governs the World with the ſame im- 


dina- 
lefler 
Us his 
n give 


ow the Streams of thy Mercy run more 
rong, and have wrought to themſelves a 
Larger Channel, ſince thou broughteſt down 
the Waters from above the Heavens, and 


uſctul N ppen'd in thine own Body a Spring of Life, 
us A and Joy, and Bliſs, to revive our Hearts, 
ceſli-Wnd overflow them with a torrent of ever- 
it not Waſting Pleaſure. i 
Ra- 
r Ap- & . 2 | 
: bred e The Prayer. 
inns ) Eternal God, I am not able of my ſelf to de 
ira- 


any thing without thy Almighty help; let 
which by Fri Sep 3.5 watch 1 N jars 50 me 
often 7a my ways to thy Glory, and my own hap- 
 ['neſs; grant that I may not place my Foys 
md Hopes in the things of this Life, which 
periſh and cannot ſatifie, but in thee, the 
Fountain of all true Felicities, Let thy mer- 
ry guide me in the paths of Righteouſneſs, 
and give me the fear of thy Name, and knit 
2 Hears unto thee, that neither Life nor 
Death, Principalities nor Powers, may ever 


ge Fou who art full of Compaſſion and Mercy, 
riſh'd jong-ſuſfering, and plenteous in Goodneſs and 
id ot Fj ruth, be thou always my Protector and De- 
Cha- ender, 10 keep me from all evil both ghoſtly 

F 4 aud 


2 


menſe unalterable Goodneſs. Nay, ſurely 


he able to ſeparate me from thee. And 


ty, whoſe Sorrows are permanent, and Def 
lights paſs quickly away; a World whe 
the Innocent are condemned with Sham 
and the guilty acquitted with great Applauſe 
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and bodily; make me ſo run the ways of thi 
Commandments, that by performing that i i 
ſed Race, I may arrive at that Heaven 
| Kingdom which thou haſt prepared for g 
them that love and fear thee, through je 
_ Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


MEDITATION R. |, 
Love not the World, ar 


1 John ii. 15. Love not the World, neitu 
the things that are . in the World; if af 
man loves the World, the love of the u 


_ ther is not in him. 


W HY do we ſtill purſue this Worl 
and ſo eagerly ſeek its fond EnjofD 
ments? A world of Vanity and falſe Dl 
ceits, a world of Miſery and fad Diſaſter 
whoſe croſſes are ſolid, and comforts em C 


Be 


9 
8 


OLI 
HR 


Where often the Wicked are advanced 1 
Honour, and the Virtuous oppreit by Dil 
grace; where Friends fall oft, and Kindreſ 
forget, and every one minds only his pil 
vate Intereſt: ” I 


Part II. Love not the 


105 
this crooked World, 


World. 


II. 
Vet are we taken with 


and blindly court its painted Face; we make 
ſome fordid Paſſion. Miſtreſs of our Heart, 
and negle& the pure and amiable Love of 
Jeſus, whoſe Goodneſs to us gives us all 
we have; whoſe Perfections in himſelf are 
more than we can conceive : Thou art, O 
2 glorious Feſzs, the beauty of Angels, and 
the everlaſting Joy of all thy Saints; thou 


art the Heaven of Heavens it ſelf, and in 
thy fight alone is the fulneſs of Bliſs. All 


this thou art, and infinitely more; 
alas, how few eſtee 


and yet, 
m thee ! 
: 5555 
The World, (we dearly know 


„ too often 


bas deceiv'd us, and our Raſhneſs takes no 
eare not to be undone again. Thou never, 
O Jeſus, haſt fail'd our hope, and yet our 


Dulneſs fears to rely on thee; the World 


Liſtracts and embroils our Spirits, and wretch- 
med We delight in our Miſery : Thou always, 
O Feſz, filleſt our Hearts with peace; and 
lenſeleſs We are weary of thy Happineſs : 


81 he World calls, and we faint in follow- 


*. 


plauſe. 
ced t( 
y Dil 
1ndret 
his pr. 

5 


Sham 


* 


ing it; Thou calleſt, and we are ſtill reliev- 
ed by thee; yet is our Nature fo ungrateful- 


Ny perverſe, we run after that which tires, 
and abandon that which refreſhes. Some- 
Wines our Lips ſpeak: gloriouſly of thee, O 
thou living Fountain of eternal Bliſs. Some- 
times we reliſh thy ſweetneſs, and decry a- 


\ 


| 106 Love not the World. Part II. 
ik loud the Poiſon of the World; but we are! 
| ſoon inticed by its gilded Cup, and efilyf* 
1 forſake the Waters - SS 1 * 
O bleſſed Jeſu, who took'ſt upon thee all 
our frailties, to beſtow on us thine own per- 
fections, teach us to prize the Joys of Hes. 
ven, and part with all things elſe to put 
.Chaſe thee: Make all the Pleaſures of this £ 


Wt All this is true; and yet the World i the 
1 lov'd, and our Nature inclines to affect is N for 
j Vanities : *Tis loved, and fo it juſtly de- Re 
ſerves to be, did we truly underſtand its real ou 
value: Our life indeed ſeems mean and tr- to 
vial, and all things about us troubleſom Th 
and dangerous; yet, O my 'God, is theitÞWliv« 
conſequence excellent in this, that they are the 
our only way of coming to thee! This Ser 
World, and this alone is the Womb that Þ {r 
breeds us, and brings us forth to fee thy cr 
light. This is alone the proper Machine, I wWe 
NE ES __ whereu 


wherein thy hand has ſet our lives; to learn 


8 are * Pay ; i 
ally the art of managing it right, and wind up 


our ſelves to thy glorious Heaven. 


O that we had that happy Skill! how 
ſoon would every thing help to advance us. 
Whether we eat or drink, or whatever elſe 
an innocent hand can undertake, if we re- 
gard our end, and order all things to the 
improvement of our minds, they inſtantly 
change their peculiar Name, and deſervedly 
ere preferr'd to become Religious. Riches 
themſelves, and imperious Honour, have 
not ſo perverſe and fixt a malice, but a pru- 
dent uſe converts them into Piety, and makes 


*aſhi- ¶ them fit Inſtruments of higheſt BliG. 
em 1 


bu Our very delights, (O the goodneſs of 
s but our God!) may be temper'd with ſo wiſe 
Jau allay, that his mercy accounts them as 

patts of our duty, and fails not to give them 

1d b their full reward, while they are entertain'd 
Qt is for the health of our bodies, and the juſt 
de-. Refreſnment of our wearied Spirits; and both 
ts real our Bodies and Spirits conſtantly employ'd 
d tr. to gain new degrees of the love of Heaven. 
leſom Thus, gracious Lord, every moment of our 
their lives we may ſtill be climbing up towards 

are tee: Thus may we {till proceed in thy 
his Service; even then when we moſt of all 

b that lerve our ſelves; and then it is indeed we beſt 
e thy ſerve our ſelves, when we are buſielt in what 
chine, we call thy Service. F 6 VIII. 
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108 The Prayer. Part I. 


_ diſhonour thy Name, when we only miſchie 
our own Souls. O bleſſed Feſw, King of, 


tle Grace! Thou who by all we can do pre-Þ* 


ſelf haſt done: Inſtruct our gratitude to 


ro uſe this World ſo as not to abuſe ite enabh 


Thou ſweetly vouchſafeſt to ſtyle that ty 
Glory, which in very truth is nothing buÞ# 
our Intereſt; thou kindly complaineſt we 


Clemency, and great Rewarder of every li- 
tendeſt no gain; but beſtoweſt on us all th | 


confecrate all to thee, fince all by thy boun- 
ty will redound to our ſelves. Let us take 
our minds off from tranſitory things, and 
fix them on thoſe which are eternal. 4 


C = 
0 Bleſſed Lord! crucifie the World unt 1 


me, and me unto the World; teach mM 


me to renounce all its Pomps and Vanities, ¶ mr 
and that friendſhip with it which is enmity 

with thee; Lord, I beſeech thee, grant me hi 
and all thy People Grace to withſtand the 
temptations of the World, the Fleſh, and the vit 


Devil, and with pure hearts and minds 1] ur, 


us 
ber 


follow thee the only God, through Jeſus Chrilt 
our Lord. Amen. "— 


r. 


MEDI. Ge 
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MEDITATION X. 
. Of Man's Redemption. 


1. FEpheſ. i. 14. In whom we have Redemption 
pre. rbronghhis blood, even the forgiveneſs of . 
Ome now and hear, you that fear our 
Lord, and I will tell you what he has 
gone for my Soul; hear, and I will tell you 
Bhat he hath done for yours, and the Won- 
gers of his Bounty towards all the World. 
When we lay aſleep in the ſhades of no- 
Fine; his Almighty Hand awak'd us into 
Being; not that of Stones, or Plants, or 
Beaſts, over which he has made us abſolute 
Lords, but an accompliſh'd Body, and an 
Immortal Spirit, and but little inferior to his 
Elorious Angels; he printed on our Souls 
Bis own ſimilitude, and promiſed to our 
Obedience his own Felicity; he endued us 
with Appetites to live well and happy, and 
4s 10 furniſn'd us with means to ſatisfie thoſe Ap- 
Uhrilt petites, creating a whole World to ſerve 
Nas here, and providing a Heaven to glorifie us 
hereafter. - | 0 


Thus didſt thou favour us, O infinite 
Goodneſs, but what return did we make 
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110 Of May's Redemption Part l | 


Satisfaction, before the Pleaſures of Part 
the unhappy ſource of all our Milſeris 


farther on, till they exacted at laſt a delug 


World, had not our wiſe Creator foreſon 


power of 


e 
N 
Je 


= 


I 
1 

* 

19 f 
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XD 

"= 

222.44 

8 
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to thee? Bluſh, O my Soul, for ſhame, 2 fet 


ſo ſtrange a weakneſs, and weep for grid U. n 
at ſo extreme an ingratitude. We childih VO 


ly prefer'd a trivial Apple before the Lu be) 
of our God, and the Safety of our om 
Lives; we fondly embrac'd a little necdl«g 
diſe and the Eternity of Heaven. Bebo 


which {till increas'd its ſtreams as they wen 


of Juſtice, to drown their deluge of Iniqu-W 
ty: And here alas! had been an end «fff 
Man, a fad and fatal end of the whole 


the danger, and in mercy prevented the e- 
tremity of the ruin, reſerving for himſelf i 
few choice Plants to repleniſh the Earth 
with more hopeful Fruit; yet they grey 
quickly wild, and brought forth ſour Grapes, 
and their Children's Teeth were ſet on edge; 
quickly they aſpired to an intolerable pride 
of 3 their wickedneſs againſt the 
nn 
| . 


Juſtice was now provok'd to a ſecond 


Deluge, and to bring again a Cloud o'er the 
Earth; but Mercy diſcover'd a Bow in the 
Cloud, and our faithful God remembred o 
his Promiſe, allaying their puniſhment with 
a milder Sentence, and only ſcatter'd them 
Born the Place of their Conſpiracy ; which 
= yi 
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ne, al get his Providence turn'd into a Bleſſing, 
My making it an occaſion of peopling the 


Edbeyed again, and neither feared his Judg- 
(ments, nor valued his Mercies ; but with 


J dis goodneſs E ankind. Then 

ge ſclected a private Family, and encreas'd 
Ind govern'd them with a particular tender- 
beſs, giving them a Law by the hands of 


ſelug ! Angels, and engaged their Obedience by a 
niqu-outand Favours; but they likewiſe neg- 
1d of |ctted their God and Heaven, and fell in 
vhole Jove with the ways of Death. 
eſe „ a 

je ex. 1 When thou hadſt thus, O deareſt Lord, 


Ear beyond their power to cure; when the 
grew ght of Nature prov'd too weak a Guide, 
rapes and the general Flood too mild a Correcti- 
edge, Won; when the Miracles of Moſes could not 
pride ſoften their Hearts, nor the Law of Angels 


the bring any to perfeAion ; when all was re- 
duc d to this deſperate State, and no imagi- 
nable hope left to recover us; behold, the 


cond Eternal Wiſdom finds a ſtrange Expedient, 


r the the laſt and higheſt Inſtance of Almighty | 
n the! Love; himſelf he reſolves to cloath with 


nbred our Fleſh, and come down amongſt us, and 
witn] die o redeem us. 


. 
s 3 
7 8g 
vhich 2 


. World. Still their rebellious Nature dif- 


I graceleſs emulation propagated Sin, as far 


nuſed many Remedies, and our Diſeafe was 


if 112 Of Man's Redemption. Part. 

ol Wonder, O my Soul, at the Mercies {ff 
the Lord! how infinitely do they tranſcai 
Even our utmoſt Wiſhes: Wonder at 


ſteries of his heavenly Doctrine: Had iſ 
been other than Man, we muſt needs h . 
wanted the powerful Motive of his ho be 
Example: Had he been only God, 
could never have ſuffer'd the leaſt of tho 
Afflictions he ſo glorioufly overcame : Hi 
he been merely Man, he could never ha 
overcome thoſe infinite Afffictions he ſo pi 
ji tiently endured. In thee, O bleſſed S]]. 
| our, the two. Natures of God and Ma 
were ſo myſteriouſly united, without eite 
change or confuſion, that they made i 
thee, but one Perſon, one Mediator, on 
Lord. „%%%; K 5 5 
. : 


; VVV | | 1174 
Soon as this bleſt Decree was made, d 0 
ſending the Son of God to redeem Ma- 
kind, immediately his goodneſs was read e 
to come among us, had our ungracios 
World been ready to receive him; but we le 
as yet, were too groſs and ſenſual, and u- 
terly incapable of fo pure a Law; we wer e 
immerſt in cares and pleaſures, and wholly |: 
indiſpoſed to be allur'd by unſeen rewards. 
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rt II. Of Man's Redemption. 113 
Wunile we were thus unfit for thee, O thou 
od of pure and perfect Holineſs ! thou 
rcies N Praciouſſy was pleaſed to ſtay for us, and 
nſcaß l that time prepare us for thy coming; 


at ti 


ty 


rom the Beginning entertaining us with 


„ iti hope, and through every Age confirming 

: bur Faith. How early, O my God, gidft 

d: W = 
p] 


Jeſign 


Whoa engage to relieve us? The Seed of the 
e Me 
Jad ih 


man ſhall break the Serpents Head. How 


Wſten didſt thou repeat thy promiſe to Abra- 


1s han 


am: In thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of 


S ha be Earth be bleſſed. 


od, ht 


er hat 
ſo pr 
Sm. 


Ma rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a branch 


Vall grow out of his Roots, The Spirit of 


either 
ade il 
„ ol 


de, d 
Man- 
read) 
AC1OUS 
it we, 
ad ut- 
> Were 
rholly 


yards 


While : 


: Hull) unqueſtionable Tokens, to give notice 


of thy coming? Behold, a My ſhall con- 


reive aud bear a Son, and his. 


How many times did thy Mercy invent, 


ame ſpall be 


Kalled God with us: 7. ny et come forth 


be Lord ſhall reſt upon him; the 


; Spore of 
Viſdom and Underſtanaing ; the 


pirit of 


Counſel and Might; the Spirit of Knowledge 


and of the Fear of the Lord. I will raiſe 
them up a Prophet like unto Moſes ; and will 
Put my words iu his Mouth, and he nal! 
Meal unto them all that I command him. And. 
thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be lit. 
te among the thouſands of Judah, yet out of 
bee ſhall he come forth that is to be the ru- 
er in Iſrael; whoſe going forth has been of 
eld, even from the Days of Eternity. 8 

es "Ree 


boy, 
oy 
2 
8 . 
2 


: 
- f 
. 


commanding firſt all the Angels of God iff 


thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance; a 


ſeſſion. 


and in ſoft and gentle words foretel tif 
ſweetneſs. He ſhall come down like rain i 
on the mown Graſs, as Showers that wat 


m — a 9 * 
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der Shepherd, and gently lead thoſe that ai 


Eis arms, and carry the weak in his BoſonW 


The 1 Reed he fhall not break, mt 7 


ä—;1y— ũ —— — — i pact Ae — 
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how the Eternal Father introduces his 50% 


worſhip him. Thon art my Son, this day bf 
T begotten thee; Ak of me and I will gi 


zhe uttermoſt parts of the Earth for thy pit 


wn „ 
It is too little that thou raiſe up txIMF. 


Tribes of Jacob, and convert only tw" 
dregs of Iſrael, Thou art appointed i 


Light to lighten the Gentiles, as well as ſh 
be zhe Glory of thy People Iſrael. Hark boli 
the antient Prophets rejoice in the Meſſis 


the Earth. He fhall feed his flock like a u 
with young: He ſhall gather his Lambs will 


quench the ſmoaking Flax. In his days fry 
zhe righteous flouriſh ; and abundance ig 
Peace ſo long as the Moon endureth. Thalfy 
ſhall the Eyes of the Blind be opened, al, 
the Ears of the Deaf ſhall be made to hear. y 


Then 7 77 the lame Man leap as an Hart 
e Tongue of 9 5 Dumb fhall ſing. 

IX. 5 

Thus did thy holy Servants propheſie oi 
thce ; Thus did their Children ſing thy Praiſes. 


13 eſſed be the Lord our God, who only does 


the end of the World; they who dwell in 
ak ilderneſs, ſhall kneel before him, and 
Enemies ſhall lick the Daft ; The Kings 
Tharſis aud the Iſles ſpall offer him Pre- 
s; the Kings of Arabia and Saba ſhall 
ig him Gifts; Yea all the Kings of the 
Berth ſhall fall down before him, and all 
ations ſpall do him roms 


r be ſhall deliver the Poor when he cry- 
By, the Poor alſo and him that hath no 
ber; be fhall ſpare the Poor aud Needy, 
wan “ preſerve the Souls of the Poor: He fhall 
aeem their Soul from deceit and violence, 


s wit) p 
Boſon 2 


BY 
s fad 


Cold of Arabia: Prayer alſo ſhall be made 


0 thou eternal King of Heaven and Earth, 


Ert: So rule us here, that we may obey thy 


„ ani e, jo favonr us hereafter, thas we may 


' hear $29) thy Glory, 
Hai 
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1 wrt II. Of Man's Redemption. 117 
uderful things and bleſſed be the Name of 


= Majeſty for ever; His Dominion fhall 
„% . fo Sea, and from the River 


4 precious ſhall their blood be in his fight. 


We fall live, and to him fhall be given of © 
er unto him, and daily ſpall he be praiſed. 
Wake good to thy Servants thoſe happy Predic- 
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lation of himſelf once offered, a full, 77 3 


aad ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation an 


but by the power of thy Grace bring all, eu 


” Particularly, T beſeech thee, to give me, i 
urgent need I have of a Saviour, and uf d 5 


Fered, and is ſtill doing at thy right hand, 
order to the cleanſing my guilty aud polluti 
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The Prayer. 
I. 

& merciful Father, who of thy tender ln F 

zo Mankind, didſt give thine only Son J. 

Chriſt to ſuffer. death upon the Croſs for wht 


Redemption, who made there by his ou 


0 Moſt gracious God, and m of 1b 


WW ( 8 
faction for the Sins of the whole World. Era 
that the effects of this Redemption may ble 
ani verſal as the deſign of it, that it may be 
the Salvation of all: O let no perſon by i 
penitence and wilful fin forfeit his part ini 


the moſt obſlinate Sinners to Repentance. 


fiaful Creature, a right underſtanding A 
thoſe things which thy Sou hath done and ſuf 


Nature, and to the reſtoring me to thy gra 
and favour: and let not all this be in val 
and nſeleſs to me, leſt I become eternally mi 
ſerable, and loſt to all hopes and poſſibilities 
of comfort; give me grace to accept of, an 
embrace the tenders of thy Love, and to cont 
ply with thoſe gracious terms of Salvation 
which thy Son hath procured for, and prop 
ſed to me in the Goſpel. lll 
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art [ct II. On the Frailties, &c. 117 
n I 5 

I confeſs I have too much neglected this 
7% eat Salration, but thou with infinite pati- 


Fee doſt fell wait to ſee if T will accept of 


ler ln 


„ Je 


for u ring may ſoften my heart, and melt me into 
un M ne aud tears of penitential Sorrow, for 
ing ſo long abuſed the tender mercy of ſo 


20 god 4 Cod. I deſire now to reſign and give 


** | : ead me in thy truth and teach me, for thou 
ay „the God of my Salvation. Le? thy Word 


by in Fi my Kale, thy. Grace my Guide and Afſiſt- 
t ini 
A ed q 
gy my everlaſting Recompence aud Reward, 
Bro the Merits and Interceſſion of thy bleſ- 
4 Son my Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 
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MEDITATION XI. 

»ollate 
y $76 
„ Vail 
iy m 
li 
f, an 
0 con 
vation 


prop 
4 III 


Ffal. xxxix. 4. Lord, make me to know mine 
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16; that 1 may know how frail 1 am. 


I 


Nhappy we, the Children of the Duſt! 


3 why 


Percy: O that thy forbearance and long ſuf- 
ny ſelf to the conduct of thy holy Spirit. 


Pee, thy Goodneſs my Pattern and Example, 
by Promiſes my Encouragement, and thy 


on the Frailties of this Life. 


end, and the meaſure of my days; ; what it 


why were we born to ſee the Sun? 


— — wen 
r 3 
: det > 8% PRs 


_— * 2 7 * 
. r r a AS. 8 * 
3 83 — 

— — 


ü * 2 4 a q 
— An VO — —— - - 


118 On the Frailties Parti 


ſery, and unkindly rejoice to hear us e 


the few days we live are full of vanity, a 
our choiceſt pleaſures ſprinkled with bitta 


years we have lived, and ſhall never li 
them over again; but the longer we li 


more, and worſe: We begin our race iſ 


why did our Mothers bring us forth to ni E 


Whither, alas! has their Error led us? . 
how fad a condition doth our Birth eng 
us? We enter the World with weepwſ® 
Eyes, and go out with ſighing Hearts; 


neſs: the time that's paſt is vanithed u 
a dream, and that which is to come, is |, 
yet at all. The preſent we are in, ſtays bh 
a moment, and then flies away and ne 
returns: already we are dead. to all ti 


the ſhorter is our life, and in the end y : 
become a lump of _ _ 1e 


O vain and miſerable World, how fad! # 
true 1s all this ftory? and yet, alas! this || 
not all; but new Complaints remain, an 


contemptible weakneſs, and our who 
courſe.is a progrels of dangers. If we eff 
ſcape the Miſchances of a Child, we pal 
on to the raſh Adventures of Youth : If wt 
out-live theſe ſudden Storms, we fall into 


far more malicious Calamities: Our own 
ſuperfluous Cares deliberately. conſume us - 
and the Croſſes of the World weary outer 
our Lives. Should we by a ſtrange fuccebWhe 
o'ercome all theſe, and ſtill bear up ou 

| proſperouwt 


Part II. of this Life. 119 


Froſperous head, we are ſure at laſt old Age 


o nil find us, and bow our ſtrength down 
s eh o the Grave; the Grave, from which no 


Privilege exempts, nor any Power controlls 
== Commands. þ 
| III. 


XZ The Rich muſt leave their Wealth be- 
ind them, and the Great ones of the World 
e crumbled into Duſt; the beauteous Face 
Eſt be turned into rottenneſs, and the pam- . 
Egcr'd Body become the Food of Worms: 

The buſie Man muſt find a time to die, tho? 
Wis full employment ſpares none to provide 
yr it: Even the wife and virtuous muſt 


er Sibmit to Fate, and the Heirs of Life it 
e lia ei be the Priſoners of Death. This when 


ES cc, I weep and am afraid, ſince we all 
muſt drink of the ſame cold Cup; all mult 


go down to the ſame dark Grave, and none 
fad Fan tell how ſoon he may be call'd. 


15 an 75 To day we are- in health among our 
ace Friends and Affairs, and to morrow arreſted 
hol z the hand of Death: Nature may faintly 
We roggle for a time, but muſt yield at laſt 


'e pa Ind be buried in the Earth. At laſt we muſt 


ere leave of our neareſt Relations, and bid 
[1 moe long farewel to all the World. Perhaps 
r OW te People may talk of us a while, ſometimes 
ne V8 we deſerve, and often as they pleaſe : 
ry Out Perhaps, our Bodies once laid out of fi ht, 
ſuccel F< ſhall be no more remembred than it we 


1p ours had 
[per OU 2 
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120 Of a guilty Conſcience. Part I 
had never been: Only our good or «" 
_ deeds will follow us beyond the Grave, a 

make us happy or miſerable to Eternity. 


The Prayer. 


; Ged, the ſtrength of all them that pt F 
their truſt in thee; mercifully accept i 
Prayers, and pity my Frailties and Infin 


ties: And becauſe through the weakneſs > 

ny mortal Nature I can do no good thi. 

without thee ; grant me the help of thy Cru 

that in keeping thy Commandments, I 

pleaſe thee both in Will and Deed, thru 

| Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. =” 

| MEDITATION XII. 

It Of a guilty Conſtience, and i. 

I Nan of Hel, 

It ; —. | 

I Rom. ii. 15. Their Conſcience alſo bear , 
ti  nitneſs, and their thoughts the mean whi 

6 accuſing or excuſing one another. 0 

5 WHY do you laugh, unhappy Wretch«W" 
175 VV who tire your ſelves in the ways 0 

[| fin? Ways, that indeed ſeem —_— ö U 
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wt Ul N 
rſt; but lead to danger, and end in ruin. 
"BEV hy do you boaſt your pleaſant life, who 
ie aſleep in the arms of death? Awake, 


_ 
9 
"2 
9 


1 
I 


WF ancies : awake and fill your Eyes with pe- 


on them, but the wrath of God, nor 
over them, but _ "i Confuſion. 


auh There every Vice ſhall have its proper 
woos [ orment. . The Laſcivious ſhall burn in 
nquenchable Fire, perpetually flaming from 


{Weir own paſſions. The Glutton and the 
rretchePrunkard ſhall vainly figh for a drop of 
ways oY ater to cool their tongues. The furious 
ooth ad cholerick ſhall rage'like mad Dogs, to 

fil 2 _ their 


Wart II. Of a guilty Conſcience, &c. 121 


oor Souls, and ſhake off the golden dreams 
What delude your crazy Heads with empty 


Wea of bitterneſs. They ſhall wiſh the 
ountains to fall upon them, and cry to 
We Hills to cover them; but nothing thall 
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| the Spiteful and Envious ſhall only gnaw (M 


deplore their loſs of time, and languiſh with F 


all, and wound and pierce the very center 


' ſelves deprived of the bright and bliſsful 


will not fave them; when they ſhall fee 


not 


deep ſhades of eternal Darkneſs; and the 
| blefled Feſus who came into the World to 


122 Of a guilty Conſcience, Part Il. a 4 
their own only vexation. The thoughts of a 


and torment their own minds. The riches . 
of the Covetous ſhall be as Thorns in a Ml 
man's ſide. The Proud {hall be thrown down 
to the loweſt contempt, and be loaden with 

utter diſdain. The Slothful ſhall miſcrably , 


orief for their Og Ones 
But, O what horrid Pangs will ſeize then , 
of their Souls! When they ſhall ſee them- þ 


Viſion of God: When their offended God 
ſhall deſpiſe and reject them, as if they were 
not his Creatures; when he that made them 


themſelves eternally baniſhed from the ſweet Þ 
and: gracious Preſence of Jeſus, who will MW 

bh their Saviour, becauſe they would 
not take him for their King: when they 
ſhall ſee, that God, who made them to en- 
joy his Glory, will now caſt them into the 


fave Sinners, will ſay unto them, Depart 
from me, I know "yy not. Ln. 


Then ſhall they curſe the day of their 
Birth, and the unfortunate Companions that 
led them into Sin ; they will curſe this vain 
on . deceitful 


II. Part II. and Torments of Hell. 123 
Of Mfeceitfu! World, that drew them on in the 
a W115 of Perdition. Are theſe, alas, the 

nc ill ſay, the effects of thoſe fond deſires, 
u %%% gratifications we made our chief Feli- 


wn oy ty? Alas, what do now our wanton Liber - 


with 7 es. avail us? what the fugitive pleaſures 
_ at we ſo eagerly purſued? what comfort 
WI 


Fceive we now from thoſe empty Honours, 
n thoſe faithleſs Riches that tempted us to 
=! They are all vaniſhed away like a ſha- 
. o, and gone as a Cloud of Smoak that is 
enter WY 

xi We puniſpment of them endure for ever, and 
{Sful are bur Spirits with perpetual anguiſh. 
God hus ſhall they cry, and none will regard 
were 


* | none to pity them. 1 E | 
* Beſſed be thy gracious Providence, O 
) 


Jod, that with ſuch tender care forewarns 
Jof our dangers. O fave us too, dear. 

ord, from all thoſe dangers. O fave us 
r thy mercy's ſake; ſave us, and make us 


vould 

they 
O en- 
to the 


d the inn make us miſerable to ſuffer. Quicken 


rld to br apprehenſions of the ruinous effects of 
Jepatt , and with thy terrible threatnings check 


r unbridled paſſions ; that if thy glorious 
omiſes moye not our hearts, the fear at 


theit Wt of Hell may fright us into heaven. 


15 that 
us vain i 
>ceittul 


ter d with the wind: But the remorſe 


em; thus ſhall they mourn, and there ſhall. 


Eriul to do, what when we have done, 


(3-3 The 


. ˙—⸗̃ 
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of Man that doeth evils Give me Grace 


when "tis too late, where weeping al 
wailing will not aſſuage but augment m 
Sorrows. , e 


| Prepare 


Part II 


The Prayer. 
Lord, the great and dreadful God whi 


" Wrath is revealed from Heaven again 
all ungodlineſs aud EE of Men 
ard who wilt render Tribulation and t 
gniſh, Indignation and Wi rath to every H 


40 regard the power of thy Wrath, a 
wow to bewail my fins, that I ſorrow u 


cc 
Let thy Judgments affright me from cu 
tinuing in Sin, and produce in me that hen 
ty Repentance and godly Fear, by which| 
may x the place of everlaſting Tormel 

for the Devil and. his þ Por al 
be admitted into that Kingdom which .th 
haſt prepared for the Righteous before i 
Foundation of the World; Grant this, | 
gracious God, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. l 
men. e 4 

_ 


ME 
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MEDITATION XII. 


42 Of the ſtate of the Godly. 

24 Pi Pet. i. 3. According as his Divine Power 
ry „ah given unto us all things that pertain 
race uno Ti: and godlineſs, through the know-. 
„ eage of bim that hath called us to glory 


and virtue. 


J. 

HV do you mourn, you Children of 
the — 475 to whom belong the Pro- 
Miſes of Bliſs? You who feed on the plea- 
ant fruits of Piety, and the continual feaſt 
f a good Conſcience; who taſte already 


0W 1 


2g a 
ent m 


om (il 
at hea 


which| e ſweetneſs of hope, and hereafter ſhall 
ornme ſatisfied with the fulneſs of fruition. 
ls, pat can moleſt your happy ſtate, whom 
cod has choſen for himſelf; adopted into 
fore Mis own Family, and defign'd for Heirs of 
thin, ihe Kingdom of Heaven; that bleſſed King- 
ke. Mom, where all delights abound, and ſorrow 


and tears are baniſhed quite away ? 


| Where none grow Sick, grow Old, or 
lie; where all flouriſh in perfect health, 
nd live an immortal Life, in all the Beau- 
and Vigor of an eternal Youth : Where 
one are perplext with cares or fears, . bur 
all dwell ſecure, and free for ever: Where 

9 15 „ we 


M 


126 Of the ſtate of the Godly. Partl l 


we ſhall no more be ſubject to change, n 
more expoſed to the danger of temptation 
where we ſhall no more be croſt by other 
no more diſquieted by our own Paſſionfi 
but have a ſerene tranquillity perpetually wit 
in us, and innumerable joys all round 
dout us. „ 
5 III. 


Ioy in the excellency of our glorified by 
dies; Joy in the perfections of our entail 
Souls; Joy in the ſweet Society of Saint 
Joy in the glorious company of Angel 
Joy in the raviſhing fight of our beloved) 
ſas; Joy in the bliſsful union with the ad 
rable Deity. All ſhall be Joy, and Love, uf 
Peace, and all N or eternal Ages. 
Let then the Servants of our Lord rejiq 
and ſing: Sweet is the yoke of thy Lon 
dear Lord, and light is the burthen of thi 
Commands: But oh, how far more rich at 
thy faithful Promiſes ! How infinitely. grei 
are thy glorious Rewards! When every d 
vine Virtue in us ſhall be rewarded with i 
proper Crown and Glory. The humbk 
there ſhall be highly exalted, and the pod 
in ſpirit advanced to be Kings: The mee 
ſhall poſſeſs that holy Land, and the mourn 
ers be comforted with eternal Refreſhments 
The pure in heart ſhall ſee the God of Pu 
rity : and the lovers of Peace have the pri 
vilege of his Children. | 

3 V. The 


part. II. Of the of the Godly. 127 


They who hunger and thirſt after Righte- 
Wiſes ſhall be filled, and the merciful en- 
W-rtain'd with the embraces of mercy : They 
ho ſuffer Perſecution for Righteouſneſs 
ae, {hall receive a great Reward : They 
nat are Teachers and enli 
ne bright as the Stars: 
uin any thing for God ſhall receive an hun- 
A red-fold; and all the Juſt ſhall live in Glo- 
Wy for ever. Then ſhall they bleſs the true 
Friends that at any time reproved their fool- 
Ih courſes, and were inſtrumental to con- 
Wert them to the ways of Bliſs; they ſhall 
less each charitable hand that was aſſiſtant 
o their Happineſs; they ſhall praiſe and ad- 
ire the Mercies of their God, and ſing a- 
oud the Victories of his Grace. With joy- 
ul wonder they ſhall {: 
Wf hoſe little pains we too 
airs for the petty Loſſes we ſuffered * Happy 
we! who denied our ſelves a few Toys; and 
are now advanced to theſe high Felicities, 
all paſs away, and our 
ry ſhall but then ſeem to begin; yea when 
Millions of Millions are 
ot be nearer its end. 


en Others, ſhall 
hey who relin- 


Is this the effect 
are theſe the Re- 


lions of years ff 


paſt, our glory ſhall 


Thus ſhall they all rejoice, and no 
diſturb them, and all the Hoſt of Angels 
ſhall join with them in the high praiſes of 
God. O ſweet A of a pious Life! 


O happy 


0 happy conſequence of a holy Death! E. 
_— to be freed from whatever can af- 


= Sf 0 God, and ſing eternally the wonders 
_ of thy Glory. 12 
Do Bleſſed by thy gracious Providence,O God, 


Happineſs; wooeſt us with motives ſo at 
to work upon us; the love of our ſelves, 


5 0 Moſt glorious and. 3 bleſſed God, in 
| whoſe preſence is fulneſs of Foy, and at 


128 The Prayer. Part Il 


ternally to enjoy whatever can de- 


4 
ht. We ſhall hereafter adore thy bleſſed 


fli 
Ii 
e 


VII. 


that with ſo large a bounty wooeſt us to our 


and our own great intereſt : As thou haſt pre- W Pe, 


_ pared ſuch Felicities for us, O may thy grace I e 
: prepare us for them! O may this beſt of the, 


works take up all our time; at leaſt take Woy/ 
up the beſt of our time; at leaſt every morn · ¶ na 
ing, let us renew our hope, and cloſe the C. 


evening with the ſame ſweet thoughts: Let n 


us not faint and we ſurely fhall ſee a proſ- 


: perous iſſue out of all our ſorrows. Still 1 


let us labour, till let us ſuffer ; our trou- 


dles are ſhort, and our joys eternal. 


The Prayer. 
. 


whoſe right hand there are pleaſures for ever- 
more; vouchſafe me, I beſeech thee, the Aſſiſts 
ance of thy holy Spirit, that I may diſcern 
more aud more the incomparable and ſurpaſ- 


ſong 


5 — am 


part II. The Soul's Choice. 


ts 
ve Greatneſs of that Felicity which thy royal 


Bun wHl beſtov upon our advanced Spirits 
55 of rewards and re- 


1d Bodies, in the World of re 
ompences, where thou thy ſelf art the Source 
and Fountain of all Happineſs, and the only 


atisfyiug Object: of or 85 deſires. 
0 when ſhall ] be admitted into thy bleſſed 


preſence, there to ſee, and admire, and love, 
Band adore thee for ever! O : 
clear view and lively ſenſe of thy adorable 


ive me ſuch a 


Perfectious, as may transform me into thy 
likeneſs, and unite my will moſt perfectly to 
thee, that beholding thy preſence in righte= 
ouſneſs, when I wake np after thy IkReneſs, I 
may be ſatisfied with it; grant this, O my 
God, for the ſake of thy dear Son Jeſus Chrilt 
my Saviour. Amen. EC 
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MEDITATION XIV. 
The Soul's Choice. 


Pal. Ixii. 5. My Soul, wait thou only upon 


God, for my hope is in him. 


Ome now, my Soul, and chuſe, for Life 


and Death are ſet before thee : Chuſe, 


while thy gracious Lord allows thee time 


and day, left the * and darkneſs over- 


5 take 


eee ee 
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130 The Soufs Choite: Part Il 


take thy neglect: Chuſe, but remember thy 
Eternity is concern'd, and examine e'er thoy 
makeſt thy reſolve: Call all the pleaſurg 
of the World before thee, and ask if any d 
them be worth ſuch pains: Ask if the van 
forbidden things thou loveſt, deſerve thy al. 
fection better than hy [NTT 
Are they more worthy in themſelves, d 


| beneficial to thee, that thou mayeſt juſtly pre. 
fer them before thy Redeemer ? Doſt thou 


expect to be at reſt, and ſatisfied by enjoy- 
ing them? or everlaſtingly happy by their 
procurement? Will they protect thee at the 
hour of Death, or plead thy Cauſe at the 
day of Judgment? Ono! They but deceive 
me with a ſmiling Look, which I too often 
have prov'd by dear experience; *tis Heaven 
alone that yields a true content; 'tis Heaven 
alone that fills us wi eternal delight. 
Say then, my Soul, Take away your Flat- 
teries, falſe World, and leave me free for 
better thoughts: Turn thou thy face to me, 
dear Jeſu, and keep mine eyes ſtill fix'd on 
thee, that I may look continually on thy 
glorious Beauty, and be raviſhed for ever with 
the charms of thy ſweetneſs. O infinite 
Goodneſs, tis thy ſelf alone I chuſe, Thou 
art my only happineſs for ever. I ſee my 
portion hereafter depends on my choice 


here ; but my choice here, O Lord, depends 
i | 0 


I part II. T* Coups Choice. 131 


yon thee. O my deareſt Lord, do thou chuſe 
e, woes my uninſtructed Soul to chuſe 
thee. make me chuſe to love thee, till 


a come to ſee thee; and then I am ſure I 
ain cannot chuſe but * thee. 
af, J V. 


Here we, alas! move flowly in the dark, 
led on by the Argument of things not ſeen; 
or but did we clearly ſee what we ſay we be- 
pre: lieve, we ſhould ſoon change the courſe of 
non our Life: Did we but ſee the damned in 
oy their Flames, or hear them cry in the midſt 
cir MW of their Torments; how ſhould we fear to 
the follow them in their fins, which we know 
the MW have plunged them into all thoſe Miſeries ? 
ive ¶ How ſhould we ſtrive againſt the next temp- 
ten tation, and caſt about to avoid the danger? 
yen Or did we but ſee the incomparable Glories 
yen of the Saints; or hear the ſweet harmoni- 

ous Hymns which they continually ſing ; 
bow ſhould we ſtudy to imitate thoſe holy 
at- W ways in which we know they arrived at all 
for their happineſs? How ſhould we ſeek all 
ne, © occaſions of improvement, and make it our 
on buſineſs to work out our Salvation? 
ith Nay, did we but firmly believe what we 
te every one recite in the Apoſtle's Creed, what 
ou would we do to attain thoſe Joys? What 
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5 „ % mod? 


— . 5 —— . — 
e — 07208 7 2 - <= 
; 73S) g 3 ä % * * tt vie — 4 Y — IT. 
I 8 * ks mins nm. £040" HR. _ — — — — — — . — — —— png. veg . m_ — — N. 1 2 — = I 2 - r - — 
3 1. a . I . 2 — — þ «. 6 SDS £47 1 —_— — — 2 * - a as. ws — — — r__p—o——— — — — => 
— — — ———— . —— —-— — — 0 8 
Sy * * — — 4 — CAME * a - — — — — — ſd j X 4 
— —— ae 85. . 1 * 8 — I 2 2 8 
- — 8 1 _— 2 r Pads 
0 * ws; - 2 - * — - 1 4 2 * * Hoch > Pk Fo n wht + - AE S * es ES 4 y — 
s = wh , „ . 1 . r * 23934 1 2 — — 3 
N * 8 : b . bt ** i — Os © _ CITE 
” . 8 Cha — 8 — 8 4 8 — — LY 


* 2 
— I_S 


rt > mere TDI 
26% w —_ 
r p 3k — 2 . — — ara = 


— — 


. 
oo 


* — Sos 

— 
— * — by — 
. ͤ — 
—ů — — * 


* 


132 Dye Soul's Choice. Part ll 


mon? Would the pardon of an injury be tool 
hard a Law, or the making reſtitution too dey 
a price? Durſt we return to our ſins again? q 
 Tpend our time in idleneſs and folly? Yet a 
this is as ſure as if we ſaw. it, and would moy 
us as much, it we 8 conſidered it. 
If we ſeriouſly conſidered what we ſay we 
believe, we ſhould never live as we do. Which 
of us doubts, but e'er long we ſhall be turn. 
ed into duſt? Yet which of us lives as if wel 
thought to die? Pity, O gracious Lord, the 
trailties of thy Servants, and ſuffer not ou fre, 
blindneſs to lead us into ruin. Supply out will! 
want of ſight by a lively Faith, and ſtrengthen but t. 
our Faith by thy powerful Grace: Make u that 
remember 'tis no Children's ſport to gain oi bing 
loſe the Kingdom of Heaven: Make us chuſe fre! 
wiſely, and purſue our choice, and uſe lle 5 
well the means, as we the end. and 
O ſet thou right the byaſs of our hearts, 
that in all our motions we may draw oft 
from the World; that we may {till incline 
towards thee, and reſt at laſt in thy holy ſh 
| Preſence. Thou art our Lord, and we will 
{crve thee in fear; thou art our God, and 
we will love thee in hope: What will it 
profit us to gain the whole world, and loſe 
our own Souls? Or, what ſpall we give iu 
exchange for our Souls? = 


art I 


Thc 
} ly 
1d pr 
uſe 
yo 70 
| S ar, 
o 
ſuch 
Le a 
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The 


art II. Fe on 133 
The Prayer. ” 


1 7 Thon moſt excellent Being, thou infinite- 
t ally Hh amiable and adorable Majeſty, I bleſ# 


pd praiſe thy name for giving me liberty to 
rhuſe ſo great a good as thy ſelf for propound- 
1g to my will ſuch everlaſting happineſs, aud 


ver drawing me from thoſe ways, which are 
hich t ontrary to my peace and ſati faction here, by 
urn Nach powerful motives to well-doing. O give 
wells 72 ſenſe of thy goodneſs that L may. 


beer prefer any thing in my eſteem, and de. 


ou bre, and choice, before thy favour and good- 
ou towards thee. Whom have I in Heaven 
hen but thee? and there is none upon Earth 


eus that 1 can deſire befides thee. There is no- 
a0 ching in Heaven or in Earth my Soul can de- 
uſo fre be/ides thee; for there is nothing deſira- 
e but as it is thine, of thee, and from thee, 
and bears ſome Impreſſion of thy Excellence, 
ur brings ſome imitation of thy Love; there 
rts, it nothiug worth deſiring, or having, but thou 
off art able to be, and do, and give. I can de- 
ine WW fire nothing upon Earth; I can enjoy nothing 
5) Heaven, but thee; here and there thou 
Fill art and ſhalt ever be my all-ſufficient ſatis- 
nd factory Portion, my everlaſting All! O my 
it God, make me ſo in love with the Beauties 
% of Holineſs, that I may at laſt be partaker of 
in the Glory that ſhall reward it, through the 
| Merizs of Jeſus my Saviour. Amen. 
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MEDITATION I. 
On the Lords Dr. 
Pſal. cxviii. 24. This is the Day which th 

| 7 e 


ord hath made, we will rejoice and bf 


© glad in it. 


D Ehold t INE 
B 8 Op i aſſembled in the Zell 
D Choirs, and the bleſſed Saint all 
pares her F< e eee the Chur hos 2 
her Chi Offices, and ſum 
ildren to bring in their Praiſes « " 8 
15 


King of H 

3 Ob Heaven himſelf invi 

racio mielt mvſtes u 4 

ee eee , e. 

1 Wo 7 our mean 3 mt | ne 

in the World, to receive the Ne 5 
treating : 


Uu t III. On the Lord's Day. 134 
reating with him. To him we owe all 
he days of our life; let us pay at leaſt this 
ne to his Service; a Service fo ſweet and 
ae in it ſelf, and fo infinitely rich in its 
ternal rewards. Let us chearfully aſcend 
o the Houſe of our Lord, the place he has 
hoſen for our ſakes to dwell in; let us re- 
erently fall down and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker, who comes in Perſon to 
cet our Prayers. 1 „ 
Welcome, bleſt Day, wherein the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs aroſe, and chaſed away the 
Clouds of Fear; welcome thou art to my 
Soul, thou Birth-day of our Hopes; a Day 
of Joy and publick Refreſhment, a Day of 
holineſs and ſolemn Devotion, a Day of 
reſt and univerſal Jubilee. Welcome to us 
and our dark World, for the healing ſaving 
the light thou bringeſt. May thy radiant Name 
be ſhine bright for ever. May all the Earth be 
enlightned with thy beams, and every fro- 
zen heart diſſolve and ſing. 
leit 8 8 
dy This is the Day which our Lord has 
re- made; let us be glad and rejoice therein. 
all This is the Day he has ſanctified to him- 
the ſelf, and called by his own moſt holy Name; 
nd that in it we may meet and adore his Great- 
ce, neſs, and admire the wonders of his infi- 
its nite Power; that we may remember his in- 
of numerable Mercies, and deeply imprint 
ng | . them 
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them in our Hearts; that we may viſit hj d ſeer 
Temple, and humbly preſent our felves i eks nc 
his holy Table, where the Memory of owl"* 22: 


Saviour's Love is continually renewed, an 
his Sufferings always to be had in Remem 
brance, VVV 


Worthy art thou, O Lord, of all on at al 
Time, worthy to receive the Praiſes of al 
thy Creatures; every moment of our LR 
is bound to bleſs thee, ſince every Moment 
ſabſiſts by thy Goodneſs. Shall others la 
bour ſo much for Vanity, and ſhall we not 
reſt for the Service of our God? Shall we 
employ the whole Week on our ſelves, and 
not offer in omen one Day to thee? To 
thee, who beſtoweſt on us all we have, and 
wilt give us hereafter more than we hope? 


O gracious Lord, whoſe Mercy accepts 
ſuch flender Payment as our Poverty af. 
fords, whoſe Bounty grants ſo liberally to 
us, and retains 16 fmall a part for thy ſelf; 
O make us faithfully obſerve our Duty, and 
render ſo exactly the Tribute we owe to 
thee ; that paſſing ſtill thy Days to thy Ho- 
nour, we may end our own in thy Favour: 


For thou haſt created all things, O Lord, 35 
for the uſe of Man, and Man for the En- J 
joyment of thy fare | 3 
When the Harveſt Sun provides 3 Clond, 0 


— 


III. On the Lord's Day. 137 


d ſeems to reſt his wearied Beams, he 


ut only ſpares the Reaper's Head: Much 
6 ſeekeſt thou, O Lord, who madeſt the 


rocure thy own Repoſe. Thou, who crea- 


"ud fultaineſt them in thy Hand without 
i eeling any weight; who governeſt the whole 


1 nd always remaineſt the ſame unchange- 
we 5 3 VII. 5 Ss LE, 
ni Tis not to increaſe thine own Eternity, 
o lat thou thus tak'ſt a portion of our Time. 
na Lis not to receive any advantage to thy 


ſelf, that thou requireſt this Day's Worſhip 


1 the Profit of it; that the wearied Hands 
o may be relieved with Reſt, and enabled 
e, to lift themſelves up to thee; that the ig- 
d (oorant Minds may be taught thy Truth, and 
o learn the way to everlaſting Happineſs ; that 


the loye-prepared Souls may approach thy 


T Table, and feaſt their Hopes with that de- 
„ MW icious Banquet, that all may ſpeak to thee 
I Prayer, and hear thy Voice by the Mouth 


of their Paſtors. 
5 8 VIII. 
O bleſſed Lord, what excellent means 


xcks not to ſave the Journey of his Light, 
un and inſpireſt all Creatures to repreſent 
hy Bounty, by the Reſerve of a Day to 
dſt all things by a Word of thy Mouth, 


World, without perplexing thy Thoughts, 


of us. Thy goodneſs friendly bears the 
Name of the Day, but intends for vs all 


ll | has - 
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has thy Wiſdom choſen to bring us to 6 lty, 5 
ſelf! Thon quickneſt our Affections, off"! 5 
ſtrengthneſt our Faith by thy Word «i ma) 
Sacraments, and improveſt our Chal 8 90 
both to thee, and one towards another, lſh- * 

our publick Aſſemblies; while we all ner. 
together for the ſame bleſt End, and by nM” ih 
tual Requeſts and Praiſes encreaſe our Fe nd] 
vors. Happy, thrice happy are they, Omen 


citul God, whom oy Providence has f thy | 
voured with all theſe Bleſſings; who fred Wh 
may enter thy holy Sanctuary, and {ing 1 ; 2 
loud their Praiſes to thy Name; who eee de 
Day may wait in thy preſence, and the or 


ſecurely adore thy aa * 
Where thou art pleaſed to deny the 
Mercies, refuſe not, O Lord, to extendt 
Grace; that at leaſt we may build a lit 
Chapel in our Hearts, and conſecrate on 
ſelves intirely to thee. Be thou but preſen 
with ns, O gracious God, and fill our Soul 
with thy Love; we ſhall need no farthe 
Motives to draw us to thy ſelf, or othe 
Temple in which to addreſs our Prayer; 
ſince every place where thou art not is ui 
holy, and where thou art, is Joy, al 
Peace, and Bliſs. X / e 


mpty 
eſs U 
0 not 
nay n 
now 
arther 
this 
ay 0 
NOW 
Bliſs « 
KNOW 
tern 


Shew us thy ſelf, 0 glorious Jeſu, in 
thee we ſhall behold all we can wiſh: Orr 
ly ſo much we beg to conceive of thy ay 
” | Jet 
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ty, as may move our Hearts to ſeek thee; 
nly ſo much of thy unapproachable Deity, 


) thou glorious God of Truth, in whom 
je Treaſures of Knowledge are laid up; 


thy Providence. 


red Science, and be buſie in every thing 
ut our own Salvation? Why ſhould we 


now ſo far, that we may long to know 
arther : If we cannot love thee perfectly 


now thee better, and love thee more to all 
ny. „„ 


4 . The 


3 may guide our Souls to find thee. But, 


nleſs thou draw the Curtain from before 
ur Eyes, and drive away the Clouds that 
tercept our Sight; we ſhall never ſee thoſe 
avenly Myſteries, nor diſcern the Beauty 


Why ſhould we thus negle& that ſa- 


rſake the real Subſtance to embrace an 
mpty Shadow ? Has the Almighty Good- 
eſs made all things for us, and ſhall we 
o nothing tor him, or our ſelves ? If we 
nay not know thee clearly now, let us 


this Life, let us love ſo much, that we 
nay defire to love. thee more. So let us 
now and love thee here, O thou ſovereign 
bliſs of our Souls, that we hereafter may 
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0 Moſt glorious God, thon art infinite in i 


that we can deſire, that thou delighteſt to d 
ust good, and that thine Ears are open un 
our Prayers: How juſtly then art thou il 


Creatures know of thee, that we cannot pra 


Bleſſing and Praiſe. 


and in Trath, that I may praiſe thee with 
underſtanding, and recount thine Excellen- 
_ Cies-with that Senſe and Adoration as I ought. 
4 acknowleage it is my Privilege and Happi- bat 


t III 
haties 1 
hong hte, 
hen ſte 
vine 7 
by exce 


The Prayer, 


Perfectious, and it was thine own 


* ſential Goodneſs that inclined thee to creu ad - 

nx, that thou mighteſt communicate thy jt ** 
unto us, and exerciſe thy Grace and Boum ge 
upon us : Thou haſt given us all the aſſuram 8 


out 

hich 

d u 
et al 
race, 
he P. 
hich 
NO 7. 
he eve 


Lor 


deſire and the worſhip of all Nations? B 
alas, O Lord, it is ſo little that we mil 


thee according to thine excellent Greatne 
whoſe glorious Name is exalted above al 


I humbly beg the affiſtance of thy holy Shi 
rit, that 1 __ always worſhip 22 in Toe 


zeſs to have a day of reſt ſet apart for thy Heß. 


Service and the Concerns of my Soul; Lord, and 


grant that in all the Solemnities of Religion, Wor 


1 may approach thy preſence with ſuch awful 


and reverend thoughts of thee ; and with ſuch 


an holy Frame and Temper of mind as thſe 
| ob h Du 
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haties require; gather in my wandring 
oughts, and fix them on thy ſelf, and keep 
bem ſtedfuſt in the Contemplation of thoſe 
mine Truths which repreſent my Duty and 
by exceeding Love and Kindneſs towards me, 
bat by ſerving thee with a religions Reve- 
wall in thy fear 15 * reſt my life. 
Be graciouſly pleaſed, O Lord, to fulfil ib 
| Gn: Drape of thy C Burch, e 
bich | * jhall be] this day of- At Night 
rd unto thee for all Mankind. have been. 
et all thoſe Supplications for 
race, Mercy, and Peace, together with all 


e Praiſes and Thankſgrvings | 
"ic | + ſpall be] rendred f At Night 
e thee for all thy Bleſſings, havebeen. 


je ever acceptable in 75 fight, 
Lord our Sireugth an 
) that thy ways may be known upon Earth, 


% in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death, 
nd guide their Feet into the way of Peace, 
pi. lat we may all become one Fuld under one 
5% hep herd, Jeſus Chriſt, zo whom with thee 
rend the Holy Ghoſt, be Honour and Glory 
on, MW or 1d without end. Amen. 


of „ dBDb 


me this 72 J may be diſpoſed and enabled 


our Redeemer. And, 


by ſaving Health unto all Nations: Let the 
Light of thy Goſpel ſhine upon all thoſe that 


1 Cor. ii. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear hear 


them that love thee: Things which are to 


manner haſt thou revealed thy ſublime Re 
wards, to allure and captivate us with thoſ: 


Love and Duty! What is a drop of Water 


| below, ſhould we compare their moſt pom- 
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MEDITATION. II. lk, 

| SE | eat 
Of the Joys of Heaven. ao 
tual 1 
? by tl 


neither hath it entred into the heart pure 


Man, the things which God hath pre pan ran, 

x for them that love him. . + _ oy 
ns TT es w 
and is oe car L 
133K be thy 5 Wiſdom, O Long ad! 
that prepareſt ſuch great Things fa 58 2 


dount) 


| high an d ſpiritual for our Fleſh and Blool eed: 


to comprehend. Tho' to us it cannot je 
appear what we ſhall be: Vet after thi 


things which of this World are moſt admi 
red. Scepters and Crowns, thou knowelt 
are apt to win the Hearts of us thy Chil 
dren ; Children, alas! we are too truly in 
uſeful Knowledge; O that we were ſo in 


to the boundleſs Occan, or a grain of Dull 
to this vaſt Globe? Such, O my God, and 
infinitely leſs are the richeſt Kingdoms here 


pous ſtate to the leaſt degree of the Joys 
of Heaven. | | FR 
| | 3 II | 


—ů eons 
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55 II. f 
When thou haſt fed us a while with 
ilk, thou inviteſt our Appetite to ſtrong- 
Meat. Thou tell'ſt us of a ſweet delici- 
us Life, in the bleſt Society of Saints and 
ingels, with whom we ſhall dwell in per- 
tual Friendſhip, and be lov'd and eſteem- 
| by them all for ever. Thou telleſt us of 
pure Soul-raviſhing Joy; to behold the 
ible face of Feſus, whoſe gracious 
miles ſhine round about, and fill the Hea- 
ens with holy gladneſs. Thou tell'ſt us, 


arably higher than all theſe. Hearken, O 
y Sonl, and humbly adore thy God, whoſe 
bounty has provided thee large rewards in- 
ed; he intends himſelf to be thy portion 


1 d exceeding great reward. Himſelf he 
Re. vill clearly unveil before us, and openly 

eus that great ſecret ; what it is, glori- 
©" Ws Lord, to behold thy Face, and to know 


ve are known. 
| STE: 


1 O happy ſecret! if once at laſt attain'd; 
in once we can but ſee the Face of our 
od in Glory. To know the immeniity of 
iter WT MO 
by ſelf- ſubſiſting Eſſence, and the infinite 
uit . binden: f 
na eellence of all thy Attributes: Io know 
8 be Power of the eternal Father, and the 
= Viſdom of the uncreated Son, and the 


Goodneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, and the in- 
omprehenſible Glories of the undivided 
Urnity. ; WE: A 


ear Lord, of delights that are (till incom- 


- N Son 0 he — r 
* N r 9 "HR. s e * * 
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tisfied Deſires reach no farther. We ſh 
be filled with overflowing Bliſs, and 0 
utmoſt Capacities hold no more. In oi 


wearied for erer. 


time below thy flight; to thee theſe jo 
belong; ariſe, and advance thy ſelf «i 


_ miſe ; and viſit thoſe heavenly Region 


Take an Evening's walk in that Paradiſe O 
pure delights, among the beatified Spirihetc 


- 
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= LV | 

This, O my Soul, is the Top of Hap O v 
neſs; this is the ſupreme Perfection of ur He 
Nature: This, this alone is worthy to lyſter 
the Aim of our Being, the Hope and Erirnins 
of all our Labours. When we are con Un the 
to this, we ſhall preſently reſt, and our iy w. 
! acitics 
he ric 


| Mem. 
Act of Joy we ſhall be eternally fix'd, ou Moy be 
Wterna) 


laſting Act, which will ſpring freſh and u 

Willy 
ſort o 
hun 


Ariſe, my Soul, and leave mortality an 


high; fly away with the Wings of c 
Spirit; fly to that glorious Land of Pr 


of juſt Men made perfect, who perpetulWi 
ly contemplate the eternal Deity. Thin Ml 
though thy habitation at preſent is in tin 
vale of tears, thou mayſt hope one day 


be advanced to their dignity ; to have 


place and ſing among their holy Choirs 
We may hope to know all things that at 
produced, and to know beſides the all-proi 
ducing Cauſe, | 


VI ö 


a WW 0 what a Fire of Love will it kindle in 
or Hearts, when we ſhall ſee theſe ſhining 


Irming Mirror, ſhall ſtrike his Brightneſs 
In the Eyes of our Soul! O what exceſſive 
oy will that love produce! when our Ca- 
cities ſhall be ſtretched to the utmoſt, and 


fort of a bliſsful Union with our firſt be- 
re ſhall (according to our Capacity) be- 


all his Joys, and ſhare in the Glories of 
En; Henn. „ 
„„ VII. ” 
eo O what divine and raviſhing Words are 
hcl! how gently do they enter and de- 


1 


un Wight my Ear! how do they diffuſe them- 


int Welves over all my Brain, and ſtrongly pe- 
til Whetrate to my very Soul! Methinks they 


urn to Subſtance as they go, and I feet. 


e Jem ſtir and work through all my Powers: 
i Methinks they lie as a rich Cordial at my 


leart and ſend forth Spirits to quicken 
ro und refreſh me: There, O my Soul, we 


hall reſt from all our Labours, Which are 
N „ ſhall 


Ir III. Of the Joys of Heaven. 145 
Uõſteries! When our great God, like 2 


the rich abounding Object fill and overflow. 
em. O what profound Repoſe will that. 
Joy beget! a Joy. ſo infinitely high; and fo. 
Kernally ſecure! When in an amorous lan- 
zuiſnhment, we ſhall ſweetly diſſolve into a 


Finning; when without loſing what we are, 


tome even what he is; we ſhall take. part 


high; fly away with the Wings of ü 
_ miſe ; and viſit thoſe heavenly Region 


pure delights, among the beatified Spiri 


vale of tears, thou mayſt hope one day 1 


place and ſing among their holy Choirs 
We may hope to know all things that at 


* 


144 Of the Foys of Heaven. Part Illi 


This, O my Soul, is the Top of Hag © w 
neſs; this is the ſupreme Perfection of r He 


Nature: This, this alone is worthy to Iyſter 
the Aim of our Being, the Hope and En irning 
of all our Labours. When we are con n the 
to this, we ſhall preſently reſt, and our N wi 
tisfied Deſires reach no farther. We ſueities 
be filled with overflowing Bliſs, and oe ric 
utmoſt Capacities hold no more. In of em. 
AQ of Joy we ſhall be eternally fix d, oy be 
laſting Act, which will ſpring freſh and uf erna! 
_ wearied for ever. N Wiithny 
% dy of = Hort of 
Ariſe, my Soul, and leave mortality an {Winnin 
time below thy flight; to thee theſe jo e th: 


belong; ariſe, and advance thy ſelf «i 
Opirit; fly to that glorious Land of Pro 
Take an Evening's walk in that Paradiſed 
of juſt Men made perfect, who perpetual{Mighi 
ly contemplate the eternal Deity. Thin Helv 
though thy habitation at preſent ' is in ti He 
de advanced to their dignity ; to have 
produced, and to know beſides the all-pro 
ducing Cauſe, 5 e 
3 vii 


II rt III. Of he Joys of Heaven. 145. 


| VI. 3 
O what a Fire of Love will it kindle in 


11 


onen the Eyes of our Soul! O what exceſſive 


y will that love produce! when our Ca- 


ſuuacities ſhall be ſtretched to the utmoſt, and 


Sternal 


$ 


Fort of a bliſsful Union with our firſt be- 


n all his Joys, and. ſhare in the Glories of 
U his Heaven. 


1 


F 


Who! how gently do they enter and de- 


hetrate to my very Soul! Methinks they 


hem ſtir and work through all my Powers: 
Methinks they lie as a rich Cordial at my 


Pat: the way to all that apparel ; there we 


ur Hearts, when we ſhall ſee theſe ſhining 
Iyſteries! When our great God, like 2 
Irning Mirror, ſhall ſtrike his Brightneſs 


the rich abounding Object fill and overflow. 
em. O what profound Repoſe will that. 
Woy beget ! a Joy-ſo, infinitely high, and fo. 

y ſecure! When in an amorous lan- 
uimment, we ſhall ſweetly diſſolve into a 


Finting ; when without loſing what we are, 


Jo Fc ſhall (according to our Capacity) be- 
tome even what he is; we ſhall take. part 


O what divine and raviſhing Words are 


uu ight my Ear ! how do they diffuſe them 
ini WMelves over all my Brain, and ſtrongly pe- 


jurn to Subſtance as they go, and I feel 
Heart and ſend forth Spirits to quicken 


[4 refecſh. me: There, O my Soul, we, 
Fall reſt from 311 our, Labours,. Wich a 
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art III. Of the Joys of Heaven. 147 1 
f Heaven. But alas! How faint and dim, 7 
"Wow ſhort and imperfect are all human Con- 
eis and Deſcriptlous of the Happineſs. of 
hat bleſſed Place? Fe e 


Who will give me the Wings of a Dove, 
at I may fly away and be at reſt; that I 
Why fly away from the Troubles of this 
ite, and be at reſt, dear Lord, with thee? 
eere we, alas! are forced to ſigh, and bear 
ith Grief the Burden of our Miſeries; 


E $ften we encounter Chances that endanger 
hal s, and divert our Progreſs in the way to 
is; often we are aſſaulted with Tempta- 
ns that overcome us, and ſet us back in 
4 the accounts of Eternity. How many times, 


D my Soul, have we plainly concluded that 
arth affords* no real Joys! How many 
Imes have we fully agreed, that Heaven a- 


0 one is the Place of 8 „ 
. 00 theſe fas Allnrememts again do 


Ecive us, and ſteal away our Hearts to doat 
l>on Folly : Yet do unconſtant We forget 
pur beſt reſolves, and wretchedly negle& 


2 bur true Felicity. O thou victorious Con- 
re. Nuerot of Sin and Death, do thou afliſt us 
n this dangerous Warfare: O thou benign 
Refreſher of diſtreſſed Spirits, do thou relieve 
bs in this tedious Pilgrimage. Make us 
till thirſt and ſigh after thee, the living 
Fountain of Litegiving Streams: Make us 


148 3 Prayer. Part III art III 


deſpiſe all other delights, and ſet our A., 7 
fectlons entirely on thy Joys: Since nothinguherit 

can -ſatisfie'our Souls but thee, O let oufferitanc 
Souls ſeck nothing but thee, all is unquieſhWi) 3 
here till we come to thee, and repoſe M 4 
_ laſt in the Kingdom of Peace. Faith 7 

* . | Meet | | WW :t4a7ce 
ad all 
its an 
570 


The Prayer. 
0 Moſt glorious God, who haſt prepared ju 

us the Foys of Heaven, and taught us th 
way to attain them, enable me, I beſeech the, N 
ſtedfaſtly to attend thy divine Inſtruction | 
and aſſiſt my holy Endeavours to withdrawm 
mind more and more from theſe ſenſible thing, 
that it may have aclearer fight of its heaven 
ly Country from whence it came, and to whit 
it deſires to return; that ſo having my Eye 
always fiæ d on that bleſſed recompence of rt 
ward, I may live above this World, and de- 
ſpiſe and trample ge all its Vanities and 
Allurements, which are apt to interrupt my 
Progreſs towards Heaven, © 


Thy bleſſed Son hath told us, that in thy 
Honſs are many Manſions, and that he is gone 
to prepare a place for us; do thou, J beſeech 
thee, for his ſake 7 me for thoſe Man- I. 
frons of Bliſs, and that fulneſs of Foy, which \- 
us in thy Preſence; renew and perfect thine 

_ own Image in me, that being holy as oa (rb 1. 
„ 


— — 


Ula II. On AMeckneſs. 149 
40 


oy, I may he meet to be partaker of the 
nheritance of the Saints in Light, hat In- 


thin 
Iquiet 
fe 3 


way; but is reſerved in Heaven for thoſe 
oho are kept by the Power of God, through 
Faith unto Salvation : to which blefſed Inhe- 
itance, do thou, I beſeech thee, bring me 
d all thy faithful People, through the Me- 
its and Interceſſion of thy dear Son our Sa- 


ror Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. | 


MEDITATION UI. 
+» "On Meekneſs., © 


ſhall inherit the Earth. 


Lr of me, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, 
for I am meek, and lowly of Heart, aud 
v ſhall find reſt to your Souls. Thou, Lord, 


vert wonderfully mcek, a glorious Pattern 


thy of Humility and Patience. And in tha: 


ge Meekneſs and Patience didſt always poſſeſ. 


ech Ia wWell-compoſed Soul: A mind regular in 
zu- Rall its motions, always eaſie to its ſelf, and 


ich always ready to do the Will of him that 


ie ent thee, 


Jeritance incorruptible and that fadeth not 


Math. v. 5. Bleſſed are the Meek, for bey 


EL, 


* 


— — D—•— 
* — —üö— — CO 


2570 Os Meekneſs. Part Il ut II. 
5 We. . . ly ha 
O my Soul, let us meditate upon, 20 hy mer 
imitate the Meckneſs of the humble an hat gle 


patient Jeſus, who was dumb as a Shes ll ade, 
fore the Shearers, and as a Lamb that ¶ heir w 


brought to the Slaughter. He was pref 
and he was afflicted, yet he opened not hi 
Mouth. When he was reviled, he revilMcces. 
not again; when he ſuffered, he threatllccc D 
vort; but committed himſelf to him that ju 
eth righteonfly. Let us labour to tread i 
his ſteps, and to imitate him in this lovely 
Grace. To ſpeak evil of no Man, to be 1 
 brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing all meefneſi 
unto all Men. For we car ſelves alſo ven 
ſometimes fooliſh and diſobedient, and de. 
ceived, &c. 7 „„ | 
III. | 


O thou the Fountain and Pattern of 
Meekneſs, poſſeſs our Souls with this er- 
cellent Virtue, that our minds may ' never 
de diſcompos'd: That aur "Tongues may 
not break out into violent Expreflions, not 
our Hands into any raſh injurious Actions. ( 
Let us be always calm and regular within, I fini 
however irregular and full of confuſion the ¶ ow 
World be without us. | 
Meckneſs of Spirit is indeed the Heaven en 

of this Lite, but the Heaven of Heavens, di 
O Lord, is above with thee. Meekneſs ce 
may qualific our Miſerics here, but . 15 til 


It is 


£7 - 


Il Mt TT; ; On Meekneſs . | Ift 


Ily happy, we muſt ſtay till hereafter ; till 
hy mercy brings us to our laſt great End; 
hat glorious End for which our Souls were 


eir Way. v | 


| . It is not to ſport away our time in Plea- 
1 Jures, that thou, O Lord, halt plac'd us 
2 


Here on Earth. It is not to gain a fair E- 
Mate, that thy kindneſs itill prolongs our 
Pays, but to do good to our ſelves and o- 
thers; and to glorifie thee in a wiſe im- 
provement and regular uſe of thy Creatures: 
y the goo 
be inflamed with greater Longings after 
thee, becauſe thou haſt all that goodneſs in 
thy ſelf: By the defe& and inſufficiency of 
the Creatures, we ſhould increaſe our de- 
fires of thy ſelf, becauſe thou halt all that 
goodneſs which Oy Oe ” 


finite ſweetneſs provokes and ſatisfies all 


delight in thee above all the vain enjoy- 
| ments of the World : Above all Praite and 


ding Pleaſure; above Health, and all de- 
ls ceitful Riches ; above all Power, and ſub- 
FF tileſt Knowledge; above even all that thy 


ade, and all things elſe to ſerve them in 


To encreaſe every day our longing defires 
lof qo, thee in thine own bright ſelf. 
neſs of thy Creatures we ſhould 


EQ glorious and chiefeit Good, whoſe in- 


our Appetites : May my entire Affections 


n empty Honour, above all Beauty and fa- 
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Iz — Prayer. Part I Part 1 


_ own Bounty can give, and whatever is en: 
thy very ſelf. . Mee ln 
3 VII. ny 

O may my wearied Soul repoſe it felf N itatih 
the center of eternal Reſt. May I foro wh: 
my ſelf to think on thee, and fill my Me 40. 


 rmory with the wonders of thy Love: Th 
infinite Love, which when my Though 
.confider, not as they ought, alas! but a 


am able; the Goods or [ls of this Won V 
iofe their Names, and yield not either ri 
1h or diſtaſte. . 
350 VIII. 5 
But the more I ſpeak of thee, the worfen. 


I think of my ſelf; who have ſo little 2 
mired, eſteemed, loved and imitated the, 
who alone art worthy of all the Honou 
Glory and Service, that I and all Creature 

"can: render unto thee. 


t The Prayer, | 


© Bleſſed Jeſt, who waſt led as a Sheep H 
the Slaughter, let, Theſeechihee, that ak 
mirabie Example of Feekneſ;, quench in ni ture 
all ſparks of Anger and Revenge, and won 
in me ſuch a gentleneſs and calinneſs of Spi 
rit as no provecation may ever be able to dr 
ftarb. Lord, grant I may be }» far from offer 
ing the leaſt injury, that I may never returife 
the greateſt, any otherwiſe than with Praveri 
and Kindneſs; ſhewing all Meekneſs unto al us, 


rut III. O the Creation. 173 


is 1h "Mp That putting on Bowels of Merch, 
Meckneſs, Loug-ſuffering, thy Peace may rule 
my Heart, and make it an acceptable Ha- 


felfi 


iiatiun to thee, who art the Prince of Peace, 
forges whom with the Father and the holy Spirit, 
Y Mie / Honor and Glory for ever. Amen. 


dug 
t aß 
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MEDITATION IV. 
On tbe Creation. 


Pen. i. 1. In the beginning Cod created the 
= Heavens and Karth. 


wort 
e a 


ties f . 
nou „„ 5 
tune ET us with Reverence appear before 


the Majeſty of Heaven, and humble 
our ſelves in the preſence of his Glory: 
Let us bring forth our Pfalms of Praiſe, 
and ſing with Joy to our great Creator: 
He made us, not we our ſelves, and free- 
y beſtowed upon us all the reſt of his Crea- 
tures, to engage our Hearts to love his 
Goodneſs, and admire the Riches of his in- 


H. fnite 2 our Bodies he framed of the 
% Duſt of the Earth, and gave us a Soul after 


/erWhis own Likeneſs: A Soul which all crea- 
urn ted Nature cannot fill, nor any thing below 
yer bis own Immenſity. For himſelf he made 
us, and for his glorious. Kingdom; that we 

1 B Tight 


— 


154 On the Creation, Part Il 
might dwell with him in perfect Bliſs, 2 


ſing his Praiſes Hs | 


Too glorious art thou, O Lord, in ti 
ſelf, and thy direct Ray ſhines too brig 
for our Eyes; yet we may venture to praikli 
_ thee in thy Works, and contemplate thee 
at leaſt reflected from thy Creatures: h 
them we may ſafely behold our Almighty 
Maker, and freely admire the Magnificenc 
of our God. Heaven and Earth are full off 
his Greatneſs: Heaven and Earth wen 
created by his Power: From him all the 

Hoſt of Heaven received their Being; fre 
him they have the Honour to worſhip in Hh 
Preſence. 1 


He kindied Warth and Brightne6 lf 


the Sun, and beauteouſly garniſh'd the FH Live 
mament with Stars: He ſpread the Au nal! 


and ſtor'd it with Flocks of Birds: He gr 
thered the Waters and replenjſhed them 
with Shoals of Fiſhes: He eſtabliſhed the 
Earth on a firm Foundation, and richly # 


dorned it with innumerable Vaneties : EveWprail 
ry Element is filled with his Bleffings, andMinfir 
all the World with his liberal Mercies: H Ma 
ſpake the word, and they were made: H Gra 
commands, and they are {till preſerved ; H pro: 
governs all their Motions in perfect order !y 
and diſtributes to each its proper Office: rive 
Tall. 


eontriv ing the whole into one yait Machine 
„ „ 2 ſpaciouſ 


art III. Or the Creation. ryy 


ſpacious Theatre of his own unlimited 
Greatneſs. 


O glorious Architect of univerſal Na- 
ture, who diſpoſeth all things in number, 
Freight, and meaſure: How does thy Wil⸗ 
zom engage us to admire thee! How does 
thy Goodneſs oblige us to love thee! How 
joes thy Greatneſs and ſupreme Excellen- 
ty command us to reverence and ſtand in 
wwe of thee ! Not for themſelves alone, O 


werEracious God, did thy Hand produce the 
1 theWoly Angels; but partly to receive in 
Hog Charge thy little Flock, and watch them in 


this Wilderneſs, till thou gatheredſt them 
to the Folds of Bliſs. Not for themſelves 
at all, O bounteous Lord, were the reſt of 
this huge Creation fram'd ; but to ſuſtain our 
Lives in the way, and carry us on to our eter- 
nal home. f 2 e . 
O may our Souls firſt praiſe thee for 
themſelves, and the excellent Powers which 
thou haſt given them, and employ thoſe 
Powers in thy excellent Service. May we 
Epraiſe thee, O Lord, for all thy Gifts; but 
infinitely above all, ſtill value the Giver. 
May every Bleſſing be a Motive of our 
| Gratitude, and every Creature a ſtep. of Ap- 
proach towards thee. So ſhall we faithful- 
ly obſerve their End, and happily at laſt ar- 


ce, rive at our own, uſing them only to enter- 
ine tam us here, till our Souls be prepared for 
3 — B&G -- ME 


156 On the Creation. Dart Ill 
the Life of Heaven, till they become fil 


ripe for thee, and then fly away to thy hoh 
Preſence. 
VI. 


How ante is thy Name, 0 Lod 
over all the Earth! How wile and raciou 
the Counſels of thy Providence! After tha 
had(t thus prepared the World, as a Hou: 
ready furniſhed for Man to inhabit, tig 
mighty Hand fram'd our Bodies of the Dul, 
and built them in a ſhape of Uſe and Ben. 
ty; thou didſt breathe into us the Spirit d 
Lite, and fit us with Faculties porportion 


DN 1 


ul p. 
ny he 
Tantae 
Ing. 
nels; 
eſs; 
lealt ] 
ut fi 
the n 


ed to our End; thou gaveſt us a Soul , 5c 
govern our Bodies, and endueſt us wiki free! 
| Reaſon to command in our Souls. Tho all. 
revealedſt to us a Law for the improvement and 


ot our Reaſon, and enableſt us Dy thy oy Hes 
10 obſerve that Law. 

VII. e 
Fhou madeſt us Lords over all thy Cres 
tures here below, and but little inferior t 
thy glorious Angels above. Thou cont 
pelledſt whole Nature to ſerve us without] ih 
Reward, and deſignedſt us to love thee to ta! 
our own Happinets. Thou deſignedit wh an 
an Age of pure Delights, in that fweet and m 
truittul Garden; where having led a long us 
and pleaſant Life, thou promiſedſt to tran u 

plant us to thine ow ne? E772: : 
All tis thou didtt, ho glorious- God, 's 8 

W - 


4 
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 fullWult poſſeſſor of univerſal Bliſs: Not for 
holWny need thou hadſt of us, or the leaſt Ad- 
* antage thou could'ſt derive from our Be- 
Ing. All this thou didſt, O infinite Good- 
nets; the liberal beſtower of all that e poſ- 


Lord 


cionleſs ; not for any Merit, alas, of ours, or the 
* thuſMcaſt Motive we could offer to induce thee, 
Hou but from thine own exceflive Charity, and 


„ tit the mere Inclination of thine own rich Na- 
Puli ture; that empty we might receive of thy 
Bea fulneſs, and be partakers of thy over-flow- 
Irit ing Bounty. Li OR, «OY POO t023 Þ 
tion. „%% 240 N 

ul u o ſheds the generous Sun his Beams, and 
with freely ſcatters them on every ſide; gilding 
[ho all the World with his bounteous Light, 


men and kindly - cheriſhing it with his fruitful 


Trag Heat. And ſo doſt thou, and infinitely 


more, O thou God of infinite more Per- 
fections! So we confeſs thou doſt to us. 
rer But we, what return have we made to 
» of Thee? Have we conſidered well the End 


om of our Beings, and faithfully complied with 


hou thy purpoſe to fave us? Ah wretched Crea- 


fi tures that we are, we neglect thy holy Rules, 


t u and govern our Actions by Chance and Hu- 
and mour. We quite forget our God that made 


ons us, and fill our Heads with Thoughts that 


ant undo us. 
Pardon, O gracious Lord, our paſt In- 
the gratitude, and mercifully direct our Time 


LO 


1 78 The Prayer. © Part II art III 
to come; teach every Paſſage of our . b 
remaining Life, to expreſs the Acknom re the 
ledgments due to thee. O make our S ſole 
ſes ſubje& to our Reaſon, and our Rea ba 
entirely obedient to thee: O make Med 0. 
whole Creation conſpire to thine Honom i 
and all that depend on thee, join togee In 
in thy Praiſe: This is the only Praiſe tho n; 
expecteſt from us, and the whole Honouſſ am 
thou requireſt of thy Creatures: That Hg 
obſerving the Orders thou appointeſt here , # 
in this lower Region of Motion and Change Wy? 7 
we may all gow up to be happy hereafter, 10 C 
in that ſtate of Permanency and eternal Reſt. N 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Seal, and all tha's ” 
its within me bleſs his holy Name. Worth bee, 
art thou, O Lord our God, to receive Glory, and 
and Honour, and Power : becauſe thou haj 
created all things, and for thy Will they are, 
and weit cr. 3 
The Prayer. 
. ALL thy works praiſe thee, O Lord, a 
| A thy 3 hcl gs: e thee ö they M 
feu the Glory of thy Kingdoin, and tali 
aby Power; that thy Potder, thy Glory, and 
Mightineſs of thy Kingdom may be known 
 anto Men. Thy Kingdom is an everlaſting 
Kingdom, and thy Dominion endureth through. 
ont all 25 Thou art worthy, O Lord, 1 
receive Glory, and Honour, and Power ; fo 
| 1 5 baun 


13 


xt III. Of the Divine, &c. 7 
oa haſt created all things, and for iy plea- 
re they are, and were created. Thom art 
ee Lord and Proprietor of all things 
Reaſi u haſt made; all things do neeearily de 
end on thee, and it is in thee only we live 

nd move and have our Being; thou made ſt 


the lan for. thy ſelf, and all things viſible for 
: an; A grace I e aber humbly 
ono» 2d1ire aud adore thy infinite fulneſs of be- 
at yg in thy ſelf, aud thy immenſe liberality to 

here , and mercifully carry on the whole Crea- 
ange on to its end; e fo to order alf 
after, /) Creatures about ut, by thy Grace, that 
geſt, A may attain their perfection in duly ſerv- 
tha (ſvg u, and we ours in eternally injoying 
ortly bee, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son 
land our alone Saviour and Redeemer. en. 


N o 
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are, . 5 8 = 1 — 7 25 7 IT iT 
MEDTAPTOIN VC 
On the Divine Perfections. 


2% Matth, v. 48. Be ye therefore perfect, even 
koi our Father which.is in Heaven is 


"—_—_— 


— 


and perfect. 


WH _ = 1. . 1 4 ? 319 
11 Oome let us ſing the Praiſes of our God, 
„C and joyfully recite his di ine PerfeQi- 


ons: His Being is of himſelf alone, and no 
for © Dependence his eternal Eſſence knows. 
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whole Creation conſpire to thine Honour: 


obſerving. the Orders thou appointeſt here 


we may all grow up to be happy hereafter 


art thou, O Lord our God, to receive Glory, 


aud were creates. | 


ont all Ages. Thou art worthy, O Lord, tu © 
receive Gl „and Hynour, and Power 5 fo | 


to come; teach every Paſſage of our 
remaining Life, to expreſs the Acknowl 
ledgments due to thee. O make our $ 
Ks ſubje& to our Reaſon, and our Reaſa i H 
entirely obedient: to thee: O make Med o. 


and all that depend on thee, join togetheM 
in thy Praiſe: This is the only Praiſe tho 
expccteſt from us, and the whole Honoy 
thou requireſt of thy Creatures: That h 


in this lower Region of Motion and Change 


in that ſtate of Permanency and eternal Reſt. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Scul, and all tba 
it within me bleſs his holy Name. I oth 


aud Hoxour, and Power : becauſe thou haſ 
created all things, and for thy Will they are, 


The Prayer. 
AE thy works praiſe thee, O Lord, aul 
Ld th Saut. give thanks -.unto thee M they 
ſhew the Glory of thy King dom, and. talk if 
by Power; that thy P over x thy Glory, and 
Maghtineſs of thy Kingdom may be fn 
anto Men. Thy Kingdom is an everlaſting | 
Kingdom, and thy Dominion endureth through- 
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dur e haſt created all things, and for * plea-- 
0 


knoyWre they are, and were created. a art 
r Sale ſole Lord and Proprietor of all things 
Nea baſs made; all things do N — 
re end on thee, and it is in thee only we live 
ud move and have our Being; thou madeſt 
ſan for thy ſelf, and all things viſible for 
Man ; give me grace ] beſeech thee, humbly 
admire aud adore thy infinite fulneſs of be- 
ug in thy ſelf, and thy immenſe lberality to 


here e, and imercifully carry on the whole Crea- 

ange n to it end; 9 % to order all 

after y Creatures about ut, by thy Grace, that 
eſt. Sh attain their perfection in duly ſerv- 

tha (Wy u, and we ours in eternally injoying 

ort bee, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Sox 

lj, and our alune Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 

ae, 1 28 


MEDITATION V. 
On the Divine Perfection. 


Matth. v. 48. Be ye zherefore perfect, even 
41 your Father which.is in Heaven is 
e. e 88 


5 3; 15 k > 4 AS 

| (Ons let us ſing the Praiſes of our God, 
and joyfully recite his di ine Perfecti- 

ons: His Being is of himſelf alone, and no 

| Dependence his eternal Eſſence. 2 

Hie 


4 


Of the Divine Pat] 
His Knowledge fathoms the extent of 
things, and with his Power he command 
them as he pleaſes. 


His Goodneſs is f 


art n 


nd Ju 
All- ſut 
nd T 


Benefi. 


premely infinite, and all his glorious Ati 
butes tranſcendently adorable. Come 1 
us ſing the Praiſes, of our God, and joyfill 
ly recite his divine Perfections. He is th 
ſource of all Felicity; eternally full of hj 
- own unchangeable Bliſs. - Before Time he. 
gan, He was; and when the Sun mull lat 
ill remain the ſame fo 


* 
— ; 
_ v , reins; car, 


Its light, his day w 


d God, is as wel 
the molt exquiſite beauty, as the only god: 
We admire the light of the Sun, the regu 
larity of its Motions, the efficacy of tt 

Heat, and the juſt and orderly Revolutions 
of all the heavenly Bodies. But thou miſt 
know, O my Soul; that all theſe Excelkn- 
cies are and flow from God, and are indeed 
dut feeble Images of his adorable Majeſty. 

Ie Light of the Sun is but as Darkneſsto 
him, and the moſt excellent exalted Souls, 

if compared to his incomprehenſible Under 

„ are carthly, creeping, wretched 


I great, thĩs 


i ? 
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Beings. For, 


He is a Spirit moſt pure and holy; and 
infinite in all Perfections, in Power, and 
Knowledge, and Goodneſs; He is Eternal, 


Immutable, and Omnipotent, moſt 


ain Of 
Being 
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nd Juſt, moſt Happy and Glorious and 
All- ſufficient, moſt Gracious and Merciful 
nd Tender and Benign and Liberal and 
eneficent: He is the Original and Foun- 
ain of all that is Good or Amiable; He is 
Being it ſelf, and it is in him that we live, 
ode, aud have our Being. Out of him we 


of ie nothing, we can do nothing: He is the 
le bea: her and Prop of our Being, the Conſola- 
t l of our lives, and the fole Arbiter of 
le Mur fate, upon whom our cverlaſting well 


br ill Being depends. 
5 . 


It is therefore highly meet and right, that 
ve ſnould own and acknowledge his di- 
ine Perfections, by a ſuitable exerciſe of 
all our powers and faculties, that we ſhould 
contemplate his ſuperlative Excellence with 
the deepeſt Awe, Reverence and Admira- 
tion; that we ſhould love and deſire him 
Nith the full bent and ſpring of our Souls, 
eſty. that we ſhould fix and concenter upon him 
Sto all our Paſſions and Affections; that we 
uls, ould make him our end and center, the 
der. center of our defires, and the end of our 
hed actions; that we ſhould deſpiſe our ſelves 
and the whole Creation in compariſon of 
him; and that we ſtudy ſo to pleaſe this ab- 
nd ſolutely perfect Being, that we may at laſt 
md be admitted to the glorious Communicati- 
al, ons of his infinite Pertections. .. 


1d | V. 


his Glory, and all created Nature the Sy 


at his Footſtool. It is the lov'd Imploymer 
of thoſe bleſſed Spirits to fing aloud the 


Let us then ſtretch our utmoſt thoughts wi 


how dare we Wretches undertake thy Praiſe 
How dare our fin-polluted Lips pronoun 


according to thine excellent Greatneſs, i 
thy Name is exalted above all bleſſings a 
_ Jpeakable Excellency, all we can think but 


SGervants rejoice, and all the powers of out 
Souls be glad, that thy ſelf alone art thine 


dom, thine own unſpeakable Goodneß 
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The Heaven of Heavens is the Palace 


jects of his Dominions: In his Preſence tj 
brighteſt Seraphim cover their Faces, a 
all the bleſſed Spirits bow down their hea 


minent Perfections of their God and oun 
exalt his divine Greatneſs. 


. W 155 
But O moſt glorious and dreadful Dei 


thy Name, or where ſhall we find expreb 
ſions fit for thee? We cannot praiſe thy 


praiſe; all we can ſay is nothing to thy ur 
a faint ſhadow of thy unconceivable Beauties; 
even the voice of Angels is too low to react 


thy Worth, and their higheſt ſtrains fall in- 
finitely ſhort of thee. Only in this ſhall thy 


own full Praiſe, that thine own incompre 
henftible Power, thine own unlimited Wit 
praiſe thee. 


o 1 


vi 
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Vea, All thy works praiſe thee, O Lord, 


ac 0 
e 8 % Saints give thanls unto thee; for if 
ce H good thing to praiſe God and exalt his 


ame, aud with honour to fhew forth all his 
; therefore be not flack to praiſe bim. 
box art worthy to he praiſed with ail pure 
d holy praiſe; therefore let thy Saints praiſe N 
ee with all thy Creatures, and let thine *n 

gelt, and thine Elect praiſe thee for ever, 


The Prayer. 


? wy glorious Gul, thou art the moſt ex- 

cellent Nature, the Perfection of als 
eanty, and the Fountain of all Graces, Thy 
eing ſtaudeth like the ſtrong Mountains, 
d thy Perfedtions are bike ti - on Deep. 
ou always waſt and ever wilt be happy with. 
t us, or any of the Praiſes that we or any 
her Creatures are ugh 2 1 4 7. 
i we poor beggarly things, that ſtand in 
ed of 25 Ba Ag and love, who 
t the Father of our Spirits, the only hope 
nd ſlay of our Hearts, the joy, and filling, 
ud ſatisfying good, in whom alone our de- 
res can meet with perfect reſt and repoſe. 


When ] conſider all this 1 em amazed at 

by own ſtupidity, that I ſhould not fear thee, 

Wd reverence thee, and = thee, and eek thy 
W 8 eve 


VII 
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5 


The Prayer. Part 
love and favour above all things, by ſtub 
mg to pleaſe thee in nniverſal obedience 


thy bleſſed Will. But I ſee, 0 1. 0 
ed 


the reaſon why I am no better affe 
wards thee, is, becauſe I ſeldom contempl 


ry divine Perfectiuns; my Eyes are wi 


and cannot bear the Splendvrs of thy Lip 


and I do not frequently enough conſider | 


deeply ponder what I confeſs thou art, 4 
in what relation I fland to thy divine I 


FO | 


. 


5 O my God, have pity upon me, and fin | 


without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee thee, 4 
thor, J beſeech thee, purifie, my Soul, m 


enlighten my underſtanding, that I may b 
hold 


thy Face in Righteouſneſs, and be 
tistied with thy Likeneſs. O let thy Bea 


ies ſo attract my thoughts and deſires, thi 

I zzay look for thee in Holineſs, and bt 
hold thy Power and thy Glory. TI can 
nor fee it but iu a Glaſs darkly, but thii 


haſt told us, that thoſe who are pure in hes 


ſpall hereafter fee thee Face to Face; grail 
therefore, O bleſſed God, that I may ſo Love 
Fear and Serve thee here, that I may be 
Hold and enjoy thee, as thou art i thy jr 
uite Self, for ever hereafter, through tit 
Merits and Satisfaction of thy dear Son Jelv 


Chritt our Lord. Amen. 


& II 


rt III. Of the Divine Love. 16 5 
INE DITAT TON vl. 
| Of the Divine Love. 5 


1 John iv. 8. God is Love. - | 


er Mom. viii. 38, 39. For I am perſuaded, that 
7, ally neither death, nor life, nor Angeli, nor prin- 


'e MA cipalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
or tbings b come, nor beight, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, ſhall be able tb ſe- 


n parate us from the Love of God, which is 


ec, . Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 

A an 5 | T2] | 

be | E T us conſider, .O Lord our God, let 

Bea us thankfully remember what. thou art 
to us : Thou art the great beginning of our 

d Nature, and glorious end of all our Acti- 

anWons; thou art the overflowing ſource from 


whence we ſpring, and the immenſe Ocean 
unto which we tend. Thou art the free be- 
tower of all we poſſeſs, and faithful pro- 
miſer of all we Your Joe: Thou art the 
0M itrong ſuſtainer of our Lives, and ready 
ia deliverer from all our Enemies. Thou art 
te merciful ſcourger of our Sins, and 
Jeſuf bounteous rewarder of our Obedience. 
Thou art the only. wiſe God, and the only 
late conductor of this life's Pilgrimage: Thou 
ache ever bleſſed God, and the eternal Reſt 
of our wearied Souls. II. 


ſtralned to uſe, when we endeavour to ſpe 


God; one word of thine expreſſes mu 
than all the eloquence of Men and Ange 


our Souls, thou art our Salvation; but { 


hope by following i, to find out thee. 


dus Face. Suffer us not to go, till that 
haſt given us thy Bleſſing; and then ma 


nels. Po know our felves is the tro 
Wiſdom, and to ſee bur own Poverty the 


Let us no conſſder, O Lord, our God, 
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5 ö 
Such words, alas; our narrowneſs 13 ty 


thy Bounties. Wider a little can ourthoug 
extend, yet infinitely leſs than the leaſt 
thy mercies. Tell us thy ſelf, O gracin 


Tell us thy ſelf, O thou mild Inſtructot of 
the Ignorant, what thou art to us. Say u 


it ſo, that we may hear thee: gladly will, 
we run after the ſound of that voice, all 


IT. 
When we have found thee once, O thy 
Joy of our Hearts! never let; us loſe the 
again; never let us turn our Eyes fron, 
ther ; but ſtedfaſtly fix them on thy glotb 


thy Bleffing bind us faffer to thee: To 


know thee, O Lord, is the higheſt 1carn- hq: 


ing, and to ſee chy Face; the *only Happ. 


let us humbly- remember what we are to 
thee. We, who alas! are hothing in out Ih, 


ſelyes, what can we be to thy Immetifity? 


e 


. ——— 


— 
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ou, Lord, who art all things. in thine 
n rich ſelf, what canſt thou receive from 
r Poverty? This only we are. to thee, O 
at Creator, the unthankful objects of all 
Bounties: This only we are to thee, O 
ar Redeemet, the unworthy cauſe of all. 
) Sufferings. Guilty we committed. the 
ime, and thou with thine Innocency en- 
redſt the Puniſhment : We went aſtray 
bm the Path of Life, and thy Mercy came 
wn from Heaven to ſeek us: to ſeek us 
the Wildernefs where we had loſt our 
lves, and bring us home to the Diſcipline 
f thy Love. - FF , 


Lord, what are we, that thou ſhouldſt 
us regard ſuch poor, vile and inconſide- 
ble Wretches! What can our good- will 


TR 


o fe 
1Wug 
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raciq 
imma 
geh 
95 
Say h | 
ut f. 
7 Wil 


7 


on wooeſt us to love thee? What can our 
nmity prejudice thy Content, that thou 
oft threaten ſo ſeverely, if we love thee 
lot? Is there not miſery enough in living 
eſtitite of thy bliſsful Love? Ves, dear 


ourt our Affections. is 
Thou know?ft, we elſe would caſt away 
dir ſelves by doting on the Follies of this 
deceitfal World; thou'knowelt the danger 
to which by Nature we are expoſed; and. 


ly cauſe which mov'd thy Goodneſs to 
| 55 | . ' 


rail thy Bliſs, that with ſo many Charms 


ord, thou xnow'ſt there is; aud that's the 


therefore 
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4 therefore ſtriveſt, by greateſt fears and hoy 
ff and by all the wiſeſt Arts of Love wy 
4 Bounty, to draw us to thy ſelf, and adyan 
1 us to thy Kingdom. But oh, unhappy w 
1 whoſe forwardneſs requires ſo ſtrange pn 
ceeding, to force upon us our own Sah 
tion. Vet happy we are in this, that ou 
wants have met ſo kind a hand, that ou 
God is good, and that his goodneſs nes 
but our Emptineſs to engage him to fill u 
q. and nothing but our Miſery to move hin 
0 to make us happy. O thou boundleſs au 
1 bottomleſs Love! What Tongue is able i 
[eexpreſs thy Beneficence, that has prepard 
vi and promiſed a Heaven of endleſs Joys, ot 
I y to tempt and btibe thy Creatures, to d 
1 What is good for themſelves ; and without 
any proſpect or ſelfradvantage, has oblige 
As to be our own Benefactors by pn 
to reward us for being ſo, with a moſt glo 
jj rious and bliſsful * 1 
1 Lord, without thee, what's all the World 
| to us, but a flying Dream of buſie -Vani- 
| |} ties? It-promiſes:indeed-a Paradiſe of Bliſs, 
| but all it performs is an empty Cloud; thy 
Joys alone make the only tolid Heaven, 
Lords, without thee, what are we to our 
_ ſelves, but the wretched cauſes, of our ow 
ruin! we, till thou gaveſt us being, were 
purely nothing; more removed from Hap- 
pineſs, than the moſt miſerable of thy Crea 
V | tures. 
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art. III. Of Divine Love. 
res. And now thou haſt made us, we 
holly depend on thee, and periſh immedi- 
ely if thou withdraweſt thy hand. 


169 


VIII. 
Thou, without us, art the fame All-glo- 


ous Eſſence, being full of thy own eter- 
Felicity; without us thy royal Throne 
nds firm for ever; and all the Powers of 


wen obey thy Pleaſure. Pity, O gra- 
ous Lord, our imperfect Nature, whoſe 


ery Circumſtance is ſo contrary to thine. 


hon dwelleſt above in the Manſions of 
lory, and we below ein Houſes of Clay; 
ou art immortal, and thy day out-lives 
time; We arc every moment going down- 
ards to Our Grave. Thou art immenſe, 
d thy Preſence fills the Heavens; but the 

cel of us, alas, how little are we? TWO 
irds of Air contain us while we hve, and 
few ſpans of Earth ſuffice us at our 
eath, Thou art Almighty power, All- 
ficient fulneſs; we are poverty and weak 

SERIE: | > 

. „„ 

When, O my God, ſhall theſe diſtances 
ect together? When ſhall theſe extreams 
brace each other? We know they once 
ere miraculouſly join'd in the ſacred Per- 
n of thy eternal Son, when the King of 
leaven ſtoop'd down to Earth, and gratted 
Ito his own Perſon the Nature of Man. 
e hope they once _ ſhall be happily 
+ united 
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diminiſh at leaſt this uncomfortable dl. 
| tance? There is none but the way of hoh 
Love, which none can attain but by ai 
tree Gift. 


ſhouldſt love us, being infinitely unwor- 
thy to be called thy Servants: Rather le 
us humbly beg thy grace that we may love 
thee, who art ſo many ways worthy of 
more than our hearts. And yet, O dearel 
Lord, unleſs thou firſt love us, and ſweetly 
5 draw us by thy gentle hand, never ſhall we 


yy py unleſs. we love thee. O bountiful God! 


our whole everlaſting delight, and let no-, 
thing elſe be any thing to us. Vanity of, oF 


and the hope of enjoying him. 


Part Ill 
united in the bliſsful Viſion of thy glorioys 


mart 


Self, when we ſhall be like thee by ſeeing 


thee as thou art; when the Children of thy 
Farth ſhall be exalted to Heaven, and made 
partakers of. thy divine Nature. But an 
there no means for us here below? 0 
thou intinitely high and glorious God! |; 
there no way to approach towards thce, to 


x 


Nor muſt we ſinners dare to ask thon 


be ſo happy as to love thee: nor ever hap- 
to all thy Favours, add this one more, of 
making us eſteem Thee above them all. 


Be thou to us our God and all things, and 
make us nothing in our own Eyes. Be thou 


Vanitice, all is Vanity, but the love of God 


" 7 
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ous _ 

. The Prayer. 

thy | 1 

nag j Moſt gracions God, aud moſt kind and 
VB merciful Father, thou art the beſt Friend 
have in all the World, and haſt ſhewed a 
honſand times more love to me than ever 1 
bewed to my ſelf; but vile and ungrateful 
hat I am, I can think of all thy Goodneſs 
ith cold and frozen affedtions, and feel none 

the impreſſions of thy Love. There is 4 
ark cloud of Ignorance ſpread over my Soul, 

hat intercepts thy beams, I cannot fully 

tw how lovely thou art, | 

0 do thou open aud fix my Eyes upon thee, 

ho art Love it ſelf as well as altogether 
ovely ; inſpire me with ſuch clear and live- 
apprehenſions of thy eſſential, Beauties and 
Perfedtioms, and of thy bountiful Love and 
oundleſs Benevolence to all thy Creatures, as 


= may every day more and more raiſe aud im 
ee my lowe to thee. It is the ſole e xcel- 
W Sr ery 
and thee; and it 15 my glorious Privilege, 
thou bat thou art pleaſed to accept ſuch a Worth 
- no- / ing as my Hove. 0 do thou kindle and 
ty of iflame this Divine Fire within my Breaſt, 


God let i melt away all my ſecret Kepugnan- 
Nes and Averſations to iny duty, and mold 
nd temper my Will to thy bleſſed Will, that 
Tee Das may be wo lungen @ Brirthen to me. 
| | 2 rf 


— — — 
. 
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but I may with the ſame Complacency and 
| Delight do the Will of thee my Father 1 


Nor Jove at us, nor Phoebus is arriv'd: 


What may be hop'd for ia a better Age? 


Ilonour and trinmaph to th eternal Ii urd. 


172 07 Divine Love. Part Ill. 


Earth, as it is done by my Brethren in Hes 
ven, and at the laſt be made happy with 
them, in ſerving and adoring thee. for ever 
Amen. Ko | I, 


Ca * —_—_— 
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trail Deities, which firſt the Poets made, 
Aud then inwR'd to give their Fancies aid! 
Tet if they ſtill divert us with their Rage, 


When not from Helicon's imagin'd Spring, 
But ſacred Writ, we borrow what we ſing; 
This with the Fabrick of the World begun, 

Elder than Light, __ hall oat-laſt the Su 


Before this Oracle, (libs Dagon) all 5 
The falſe pretenders, Delphos, Hammon, fal 


Long ſince, deſprs'd, and ſileuce they afford 


HEE: 
As late Philoſophy our Globe has grac'd, 
Jud rowling Earth among the Planets placd 


, IW— 
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So has this Book entitled us to Heav'n, 
| Aud Rules to gnide us to that Manſon giv'n; 
Tells the Conditions, hot our peace was made, 
And is our Bleche for the great Author's aid. 

| His Power in Nature's ampler Book we find, 


But the leſs Volume does expreſs his Mind. 
EE” | TV 


| This light nukuown, bold Epicurus taught, 
| That his bleſt gods vouchſafe us not a thought; 
| But unconcern'd, let all below them ſlide, 

| As Fortune does our human Wiſdom guide. 


| Religion thus remov'd, the ſacred Toke, 

| And band of all Society is brate: 

| What uſe of Oaths, of Promiſe, or of Teſt, 

| Where Mex regard no God but Tatereſt ? 

| What endleſs War would jealous Nations tear, 
If none above did witneſs what they ſwear ? 
Sad Fate of Unbelievers (and yet juſt) 
Among themſelves to find ſo little Truſt! 
Were Scripture ſilent, Nature would proclaim, 


| To know our thoughts, the objedt of his eyes, 
Is the firſt ſtep tow"rds being good or wiſe ; 


ur Mill determines, not our Intelled , 

ork, | Slaves to their Paſſion, Reaſon Men employ 
. | Only to compaſs what they would enjoy; 

| Flis fear, to guard us from our ſelves, we need, 


And ſacred Writ our Keaſon docs exceed. 
8 VII. 


| Without a God, our Falſhood and our Shame. 
| "oh e 


For though with judgment we on things reflect, 
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Ne ſomething ſhines more glorious in his Mori 


N hilt we, inform d by that celeſtial Buok, 


| Love there reveaÞd,uhich never ſpall have en 
Nor had beginning, fhall our Song comment 
Deſcribe it ſelf, and warm us with that flame, 


This mow"d not Nloſes, nor the zealous Paul M 


A greater yet, from Hleav'n to Hell deſcends, 


op * = Weary ern Mt 


Fo make the Region, where Love triumphs, 


1 

4 

_ "0p - 
. - 7 

— 


art! 
5 VII. . 
For tho) Ileav'n fhews the Glory of the Loni 15 15 


His Mercy this (which all his Works excels) 
His tender Kindneſs and Compaſſion tells, 


luto the Bowels of our Mater look. 


RENEE ©» I Aud 


) 


HF h:ch firſt macs to make us haf fi cam. 
| TY. | 


: ; 8 | A 4 . : 2 a | 1 7 
T he fear of Hell, or aiming to be ble, WM - 
| Savoars too much of private Intereſt; | - 


I ho fer thetr Frienis avandoud Soul and all: 


Lo ſuue, and make his Enemies ſuch Friends. 
What line of praiſe can fathom ſuch a love, 
i# hich react d the loweſt Bottom from above ? 
The reyal Prophet that extended Grace, 
From Heawn to Earth, meaſurd but half that 
: 5 Mace; 
'T he Law was reguant and couſiu'd his thought, 
Hel! was not conquer ehen that Poet wrote; 
Hoawn was ſcarce heard of, until he came 
(down, 


the ear.) Love of Creaturet, yet unmade, 
4 frame the world th Almighty did perſuade ! 
g 67 
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Lo Love it was that firſt created Light, 
JJ, Mov'd on the Waters, chas'd away the Night 


els) Ven the rude Chaos, and beſtow'd new grace 
ltr.” n things diſpos d of to their proper place; 
Joop me to reſt here, and ſome to ſhine above, 

FEth, Sea, and Heav'n, were all th' effects 
3 b (of Love. 
de ey And Love would be return'd, but aL was 
—_ = (none 
Fm That to theraſelves or others yet were known. 
„ XI. 1 

— Ihe World a Palace was, without a Gueſt, 

Til one appears that 30. excel the reſt. 
ore lite the Author, whoſe capacious mind 
paul Mig by the glorious work the Maker find; 
% Mb meaſure Heav'n, and give each Star 
2 5 | (a name, 
„ Vith Art and Courage the rough Ocean tame; 
rer the Globe, with ſwelling Sails might go, 
Vid that tis round, by his experience Ruow ; 
dale ſtrongeſt beaſts obedient to his will, 
% And. ſerve his aſe, the fertile earth 20 till. 
why, en by bis Word, God had accompliſh'd all, 
„„ an to create he did a Council call; 
, uploy'd his hand to give the Duſt he took, 
„„ A graceful Figure and majeſtick Look : 
2 eh bis own Breath, convey'd into his Breaſt 
„ .ſe, and a Soul fit to command the reſt ; 


* Hf urthy alone to celebrate his Name, | 
ur ſuch a Gift, and tell from whence it came. 


[ 4 | Birds 


4 
Ta 


Man's great Prerogative; but above all 


Af be be angry, the Creation ſhakes : 


He cara the Earth, but bruis'd the Serpent 


ä — —„—¼—— —— a ee IEC 


a. wt 2 
—— — 
wot —— — —— > + - 


Poor he became, and leſt his glorious Seat, 


um —ä—ñ—64——k— ñ ñꝑ —2—— . — — 
4 
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Birds ſing his Praiſes in a wilder note, 
But not withlaſtiug numbers, and with though 


His grace abounds to his new Favourites fal 
XIII. 


IF he create, it is a World he makes; 
From his juſt Wrath, our guilty Parents fled, 


e (hea 
Amadſt the ſtorm, his Bounty did exceed, 
Ju the rich Promiſe of the Virgin's Seed. 
IH fuſtice Death, as ſaiisfadtioa, craves, 
Lowe finds a way to pluck us from our graves, 
we | 


Nor williag Terror ſhould his Image move, 
He gives a Paitern of eternal Love. 

His Son deſcends to treat a Peace with thoſe, 
I hich were and muſt have ever been his Foes, 


To make us humble, and to make us great. 


His buſtaeſs here, was happineſs to give, WCo 


To thoſe whoſe malice could not let him live: L. 


Legions of Angels which he might have und, H. 

% us reſolv'd 19 periſh, he refus d. N 
I bile they ſtuod ready, to prevent his boſs, LH 
Lowe took hin aß aud nai d him to the Croſs. IF 
linmortal Love, which in his Bowel reign'd, W y 


That we might be by ſuch a Love couſtrain'd l 


Io make return of Love; upon this Pole, 7 


Our Duty” dves, and our Religion rowl. L 


Tv 
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0 love, is to believe; to hope, to know; 


Dit an Eſſay, a taſte of Heav'n below, 
Ve FP. 


rt II 


Ze, 


hough 
ll g 


e 


e to proud Potentates would not be known ; 
Df thoſe that lord him, he was hid from none : 
il Love appear, we live iu anxious doubt; 
But Smoalt will vaniſh, when that Flame 


« fled, (breaks out, 
pen his is the Fire, that would conſume our droſs, 
(Leal Nefine and make us richer by the loſs. 
8 XVI. . 
ed. could we forbear diſputes, and practiſe love, 


Ve ſhould agree as Angels do above, 
here love preſides, not vice alone does find 
No entrance there, but virtues ſtay behind + 


Cc, Both Faith and Hope, and all the meaner train 
Of moral virtues at the door remain; 
ſe, Love only enters as a native tbere: 
Foes er born in Heav'n it does but ſojourn here. 
ar, VVV 15 
at, ie that alone would wiſe and mighty be, 
Commands that others love as well as he. 
ve; ¶ Lore as he loꝛ d, how cau we ſoar ſo high? 
J, He can add Wings when he commands to y; 
Nor ſpould we be with this command diſmay d,, 
%, He that example gives will give his aid: 
5, For he took 0, that where his precepts fail, 
4, =: 17 as a pattern may prevail. 
His love at once,and dread inſtrudts our thought, 


8 4; Man he 4% and as Cod be taught; 
ill for the Deed he takes, we may with eaſe 
(bedient be, for if we love, we pleaſe. 
7 I RES 


— — — — — — - — 
— — —— An a 9_ —— ed 
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Weak tho) we are, to love is no hard tas, 
Lowe, that would all men juſt and temper 


Kind to themſelves, and others for his ſake 


| Unruly paſſions, whoſe ecke are worſe 
Than Thorns and 77 ſpringing from i 


Mithout it, more pernicious than the reſt. 


For greedy Wolves unguarded Sheep de vour 
But while their hunger laſts,and then give o'r, 


And on his Neighbours round about him feeds! 


As great a portion of Mankind deſtroys. 


XVIII. 
And love for love is all that Heav'n does aj 


(nal japet 


Zis with our minds, as with a fertile ground 
Wanting this love, they muſt with weed: 
| nl on (boun 


3 (Gar 
To Glory Man or Miſery is born; , 
Of his proud Foe the Envy or the Scorn: 
Wretched he is, or happy in extream: 
Baſe in himſelf, but great in Heav'#'s eſteen 
With love, of all created things the beſt; 


XX. 


Man's boundleſs avarice his want exceeds, 


His Pride and vain Ambition are ſo vaſt, 
That deluge-like they lay whole Nations waſit: 
Debauches aud exceſs (tho* with leſs noiſe) 


The Beaſts and Monſters Hercules oppreſt, 
Might in that Age ſome. Provinces infeſt: 
Theſe more deſtradtive Monſters are the batt 
Of every Age, aud in all Nations reign: 


F 4 
B 110 
* 


But ſoon would vaniſh, if the World were 


(bleſt 


za, i 
"1th ſacred Love, bv which they are repreſt. 
Sat "* anda 


es a 
n:peris 
(mak, 


pendent Death, and Guilt that threatens 
(Hell, 


ad a vex'd C onſcience, mingliag with their 
.. e 
Thoughts of deſpair, does their whole life 
SN ALTER 1 5 W (anno); 
But love appearing, all thoſe Terrors fly ; 


Ye live contented, and contented die: 
Death as a paſſage 10 their joy embrace. 
Cluuds and thick vapours which obſcure the 


The Sun's vidtorions Beains may chaſe away; 
Thoſe which our life corrupt and darken love, 
The nobler Stars muſt from the Soul remove ; 
Spots are obſeru'd in that which bounds the 
. (year, 
% 7516 brighter Sun moves in a boundleſs Mere 2 
e Of Heaven the joy, the glory and the light, 
Hhines une 1 uo night. 
/t, | This Iron-Age, ſo fraudulent and bold, 
Teuch'd with that love, would be an Age of 
„5 | 5 | Cold 7 
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re dreadful Gueſts, which here with mortals 
= (dwell, 


They in whoſe breaſt this ſacred love hasplace, | 
$5 LT; (day, 


16. Noz 
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None for himſelf would either ſow or rech 


Famine and dearth, confin'd to certain part 
Extended are, by barreuneſs of hearts: 
Sore pine for want, while others ſurfeit now, | 
But then we ſhould the uſe of plenty know; 
Love would betwiæt the rich and needy ſtand, 
And fpread Heav'n's bounty with an equd 


| Who for himſelf no Miracle would make, 
Ile thut long faſting would no wonder ſhow, 
Made Loaves and Fifhes, as they eat them, 


f all his power, which boundleſs was abowe, 
| Here he #5'd none, but to expreſs his love; 
Aud ſuch a love would, make. our joy. exceed, 


part 1 
| / ygers 


Dat mn 


Not as they feigu d, that Oaks fhonld Hong 
55 | (dro 
Or Land neglected bear an unſown Crop k 
Love would make all things eaſie, ſafe, evil. 

5 Sk (.̃c“heq 


No fe 


len, 
Poul, 
Such 
Vultu 


Our ready help, and mutual love would yiel 
A nobler Harveſt, than the richeſt Field: 


oe 
al 
lum 
Sol 


Lov 
Wii 
The 
Wh 


CO CC nds 
As once the givers and receivers bleſs, © 
Encreaſe their joy, and make their ſuff" ring 
20: „, 385.4008 


Diſpeus d with Nature, for the People's ſake, 


70. 


Not when our own, but other Months we feed. 


N.. Ne 

Laus would be uſeleſs, which rude Nature N 

| %%% (aue; RV 

Love changing Nature, would op the B, 

TT 1 85 _ au. 
Tygers 
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Heers and Lions into Dens we thruſt, 


Pit milder Creatures with their freedom 
* F (truſt; 
Devils are chain, and tremble, but the 


OY hep (Spouſe 

No force but Love, nor bond bat Bounty 

£ „ (knows. 

len, whom we now ſo fierce and dangerous ſee, 
Mould -Gaardian Angels to each * 25 be. 


buch wonders can this mighty Love perform, 
alures to Doves, Wolves into Lambs tranſ- 


ode, what Iſaiah propheſy d can do, 

alt the Valleys, lay the Mountains low ; 
lumble the lofty, the dejected raiſe, 
Smooth and mals ſtrait our rough and crook- 


Love ſtrong as death, and like it levels all, 
With that poſſeſt, the great in title fall, 
Themſelves efteem but equal to the leaſt, 
hom Heav'n with that high character has 


This Love, the Center. of our Union, can 


Alone beſtow complete repoſe on Man; 
Tame his wild appetite, make inward peace, 


And foreign ſtrife among the Nations ceaſe. 
r, Pri gong the Nets 
No Martial Trumpet ſpall diſturb our reſt, 

Nor Princes arm, tho' to ſubdue the Eaſt; 


here for the Tomb ſo many Heroes, taught 
By thoſe that guided their Devotion, fought. 


2 OY 


1 . Thrice 


(ed ways: 


1 
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Thrice happy we! could we like ardor hq 


Love as he lov'd, a love ſo unconfin'd, 
| 10 Aug extended. K to einbrace mankinl ll 


All of one Family, in Bluod all tyd, 
His precious Blood, that for our ranſom dy 


Tho the Creation, ſo divinely taught, 


To make his triumph in their memory li, 
Then let our Maſe compoſe a ſacred Cham 
To keep his Blood among us ever warm, 
And 72 


But on ſo vaſt a Subject, who can find 
Words that may reach th Ideas of his mind. 

Our Language fails, or if it could Japply | 
| What mortal thought can raiſe it ſelf ſo hight. 


| Net the deſign, ih endeavour brings reward 
 The.Contemplation does ſuſpend. our woe, | 


To gain his love, as they to win his grave 


Self-love world ceaſe, or be dilated, when 


We ſhould behald as many fſelfs, as Men, 


ſinging as the bleſſed do above, 
Mith our laſt breath dilate this flame of lay. 
PPE „ 


Deſpairing here we might abandon art, PI 
And only hope to have it in our heart; 


But tho we find this ſacred Task too bard, 


i 


Aud makes airace with all the ills we know. 


Þ'y | : i XXX 
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3 - FO | 

„ Saul's aicted Spirit from the ſound 

F David's harp a pleaſant ſolace found; 


kind Ws on this Theme, while we our Miſe engage, 
vhen NY wounds are felt of fortune or of age: 
len, Wn divine Love to meditate is peace, | 


nd makes all care of meaner things to ceaſe. 
ſnaz'd at once and comforted to find 

{ boundleſs pow'r fo infinitely kind ; | 
The Soul contending to that light to fly 
rom her dark Cell, we practiſe how to dye: 
mploying thus the Poets winged Art, 


fu reach this Love, and grave it in our Heart. 
e bie 2 „„ 

I oy ſo compleat, ſo ſolid aud ſevere, 
ite, Miould leave no room for meaner pleaſures 
lite, = 335 Tees 
Y 


Pale they word look, as lars that muſt be gone: 


a, ben from the Eaſt the riſing Sun comes on. 

F Ind 5 — e . | Shs 
MEDITATION VII. 

__ Of God's Benefits. 

, l. ciii. 1. Bleſs zhe Lord, O my Soul, and 
= Forget not all his Benefits. 
al e | FS: 

„ Rom thy Goodneſs, O Lord, we derive 
ow, 1 our Being: and from the fame rich 


e 


Goodneſs our continuance to be. If than 


Grace to relieve our Weakneſs, and dif: 


tains our life, and mercifully allows us ſpa 


thou lendeſt us, we may wi 


adore thy God that preſerves thee. 


Salvation, and may thy Praiſes be ſung by 
thy Servants for ever. When our firſt Pa. 
rents had difobey'd thy Precepts, to the ru 
in of themſelves, and their whole Poſterity, 
thy Mercy immediately provided a Remedy, 


and Death, and cruſh in pieces the Serpent's 
Head, who drew us into miſery. A Re 
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long 


withdraweſt thy Hand but for one ſingature 


Moment, we inſtantly return to our fi 
Nothing. From all our Enemies thy Pn 
vidence defends us, and covers our Heid 
in the day of Danger. Thou ſendeſt in th 


pointeſt the Temptations that threaten 9 
undo us. Here thy Almighty Power ff: 
to repent ; that by well * the tine 

ely provide fr 
Eternity. Thou ſtill poureſt thy Benefiz 
upon us, and ſhall we neglect our duty t 
thee? Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and for- 
get not all, nor any of his Benefits; but ſtil 


Be thou eternally ador'd, O God of on 


and graciouſly promiſed a powerful Redcen: 
er. A Redeemer that ſhould conquer Sin 


deemer that ſhould fully repair the Breaches 
of Mankind, and render our condition bei- 
ter than before; enlightning our Eyes with 
A clearer view of thoſe excellent truths that 
et Sh belong 
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F thay 


þ long to our peace; and ſupporting our 
1Ngk 


ature with a ſtronger Grace, to bear us 
ir tcl up through all Encounters, till we 
Pre at the land of Reſt, and be received 
Hear ever into that glorious Kingdom. 

11 th et, _- | 

din O bleſſed Jeſu, our Strength and our 
en toFWuide, who knoweſt and pitieſt our weak 
r fubWpacities, who in thy tender care haſt con- 
> (paceMWhived ſuch means, that nothing can undo 
> tines but our own perverſeneſs, nothing but 
de fue wilful love of Sin and Death! How eaſie 
nent thou made the way to Heaven: How 
ity webt is the burthen thou layeſt on thy Ser- 
d for-Mants? It is but to believe in thee the God 
at fler Truth, but to love thee, our greateſt Be- 
; cfattor, and we perfectly fulfil every 
ranch of thy Law. It is but deſiring to 
F oute thee, our ſupreme Beatitude, and we 
i e lure to poſſeſs 1 eternity of joy. 

f 


e ru Bleſſed, O my God, be the Wiſdom of 

erty, Wy Providence, that alone knows the way 
nech Wo draw good out of evil: that not only 
cem-Meltores us to our firſt degree, but makes 
r dit Wren our fall rebound us to a greater height. 
ents Lord, as thy goodneſs turns all things to 
Re. Abe advantage of thy Elect, O may the e- 
che ect praiſe thy goodneſs in all things: Ad- 
bet-Wnirable wert thou, O Lord, in thy merci- 
with Wu! promiſe, but infinitely more in thy won- 
that Wicrtul performance. Thou didſt not de- 

long oy, pute 


own bleſt hands work our Redemption. 


Thy ſelf didſt take 
Nature, and vouchſafe to be born oft 
humble Virgin; condeſcending to the wel 
neſs of a Child, a Child whole parents vd 
poor and uneſteemed in the World; n 


declining the mean Entertainment of a $ 
ble: © how unfit for the Birth of the Kin 


of Heaven! But contenting' thy ſelf yi i, 
the Cradle of a Manger, and the unei a6 


lodging on a bed of Straw, refuting thef 


your heads; bow and agore this inconii 
' prehentible Myſtery; The Mord was ma 
fe ſh, and dwelt among us. But moſt of al 
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pute an Angel to ſupply thy Place, not rate 
truſt ſo great a work to the manageny old, 
of a Seraphim; but thy ſelf didſt bow iff 
Heavens and come down, and with þ 


ce upon thee our f 


accommodation of the Rich, to andergot 
Inconvenicncies of a poor ſtranger: oll 
the faithful Foſeph ſtood waiting on the 
and provided as he was able, for his heh 
leſs family; only thy piteous Mother der 
ly embraced thee, and wrapt thy tende 
Limbs in little n . 

Wonder, O Heaven, and be amazed, 
Earth, and every Creature humbly boy 


let us who are moſt concerned, the banii 
ed Children of unfortunate Adam; let ul 
bow down our Faces to the Duſt, and 
N proſtrat 
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ſtrate adore ſo unſpeakable a mercy. 
jold, thus low my Saviour ſtoop'd for 
| to check the Pride of my corrupted 
ture. Behold, thus low he ſtoop'd to 
e me from the Ground, and raiſe me to 
Felicities of his own Kingdom. 


not 6 
agem 
06 
Vith þ 
tion. 


„ VII. 8 | 3 
1 of M.ift up thy voice with joy, O my Soul, 
e wen ting Hoſauna to the new-born Feſxs 2 


| all his bleſſed Angels to celebrate his 


1ts we 5 
h, and repeat afreſh that heavenly An- 


d; n 


f a (Wn, Glory be 0 God on High, on Earth 
he Me, Goodwill towards Men; rejoice all 
If faithful Nations of the Earth, when 


1 hear the ſweet Name of our dear Re- 
mer: Rejoice and with your bended 
es and hearts adore the bleſſed FJeſus. 
is the Son of the everliving God, equal- 
participating the Glories of his Father: 
is that great Meſſias whom the Prophets 
told, and all the antient Saints ſo long 


dected. 

3 
\t length, in the fulneſs of Time, he 
ne in perſon to viſit our miſerable world: 
came with hands full of Miracles, and 
ry Miracle full of Mercy. He made 
crooked become ſtrait, and the lame to 


uneat 
the 
ergoch 
: Ol 
U the 
is help 
er den 
tende 


\ 
ed, ( 
y bon 
CON 
s mat 
of al 
baniil 
let ul 
, and 
Oſtrate 


the deaf, and gave ſight to them that were 
m blind: He looſened the Tongues of 
dumb to ſpeak : O may he govern ours 

| 5 tO 


lk and leap for Joy: He opened the ears 


- 
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to ſing his Praiſe! He cleanſed. the lem : | h 
by the Word of his Mouth, and e. 
ii their Diſcaſes who but touched his Met) 
| | ments. „„ . 
»ẽꝛI Fo 208 
5 To the Poor he reveal'd the Tre | Glo 
i of his Goſpel, and taught the Simple! 
1 Myſteries of his Kingdom. He caſt 
Wt Devils by the command of his Will, 
Ws forced them to confeſs and adore his yl 
1 ſon. He raiſed the Dead from the Gt \ Bl: 
"i to Life, the Dead that was four days bu p. 
1 and corrupted: Nay, even himſelf be fercy 
[| | ſlain for us on the Croſs, and his Tow... 
| ll made faſt and fecured with a Guard, WW A 


and carried up our Nature into the hight 
Heavens. All theſe ſtupendous Signs, 
glorious Feſw! were done by the hand 
00 thy Almighty Mercy, to witneſs thy Tn 
Vith the Seal of Heaven, and endeart 
904 Precepts with obliging Miracles; that tit 
engaged we might believe in thee, and ( 
beying thy Law be ny ſaved. 


| 
[ \ 
| ? a o o . . © bat 
1 raiſed again by his own victorious Pont 
| 
| 


EE A OOO * 
* — 2 


O let not all this Love, dear Lord, 
1 joſt by fo many tokens ſo kindly expte 
[1 One Miracle more we humbly beg, but 0 
lt ads ſtrange and Frome as any of the reſt: 80 
1 


ten our ſtony Hearts into a tender Senſe( 
8 thy goodneſs and their own true Dut 
18h Raiſe our dead Spirits from this heavy Eart 

| | ( 


* * 
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e with thee in the Land of the Liv- 
d 0 hat as we here admire thy bounteous | 
his er, and daily ſing the wonders of thy | 


ace, ſo-we. may hereafter adore thy bleſ- 
elt, and fing eternally the wonders of 
Glory. - , 


The Prayer ll! 


1 1 4 
U = [ wall 
e FI . 


e G Ble God, who daily loadeſt us with MI 

78 bu | ? 8 : - La, | . ES 

e -cncfits, as is thy Majeſty ſo is thy 0 | 
T WMlercy ; for thou art infinitely good to all th I 
Ufer, even to ungrateful and unworthy 

5 ' Wer. {7 is @ wonder, O Lord, that thou | 

t be at ſuch. expence about thoſe, who. | 

hi / %, | : | 

1 d choſen to be any thing rather than ſuch 

1 | thou madeſt them. None but infinite com- 


ion could be ſo tender of. thoſe.:who had 
eſpiſed thy Image, and lot ed to live like the 
beaſts that periſh : None but thou, O merci- 

God, could think of beſtowing greater be- 
efits on ſuch brutiſh Sinners, and nothing 
wt a ſlupid negligence and unaccountable in- 
mſiderateneſs could ever refuſe to be made 


-xpre ariakers of ſuch endleſs Happineſs as thou ih ? 
—_—_—  . 0 
ne 7407 ſendeſt one B leſſiag as ihe earneſt of | 


other; having given thy Son 10 us, that he . 
night geve us thy holy. Spirit, aud give him 
| „ 
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to die for us, that he might give us life: Th 
 granteſt to us thy Grace that we may ren 
and thou giveſt us Repentance that thou ni 
eſt give us Pardon: Thou giveſt us tempy 
Bleſſings, that we may thirſt after ſpirit 
and thou filleſt us with ſpiritual Bleſſing; 
Chriſt, that we may long for the Accompl 
ment of them in immortal Life: Thou alfi 
good before we ast, and giveſt liberally in 
4, that thou mayeſt move us to asR mn 
Thou beſeecheſt us, that we would let HM 
Gblefs us, and not put impediments in the u. 
f our own 8 . 
And O how great, how free is il at goodut, 
which is moſt of all pleaſed when we are hi 
py, aud eſteems our doing our ſelves good will 
thy grace and favour, the return that ut 
ſhould make of vhy bounty ! What ſhall Iren 
der unto the Lord for all the Benefits he 
hath done unto me! My Praiſes and Thank| 
givings conſiſt tov much in words aud tranſ. 
ent admiration; give me, O bountiful Gul, 
_ who art the giver of every good and perfett 
gift, who givelt liberally and upbraideſt not, , 
give me, I beſeech thee, ſuch a ſerious and 
conſiderate heart, as to return unto thee tht 
conſtant, uniform and chearful obedience of a 
godly Life, by which I know I fhall not only 
moſt praiſe aud glorifie thee, but do the great- 
eſt benefit to my ſelf, give me grace ſo to 
ſe the good things thou wonch[afeſt me here, 


that 


8 


rt n III. On the Mercies of God. 191 
> M 1 may be capable of enjoying thoſe richer 
q . ings which thou haſt Prüm ed in the o- 


5% % World to all that love and obey thee, 
em gh Jeſus Chriſt "me Saviour. Amen. 
pirity : „ 8 
Hang! 5 OT 
"MEDITATION VII. 

„ On the Mercies of God. 

et thy f N „ 5 
he a an. ix. 9. To the Lord our God belong Mer- 


belled againſt him. 
Wh 
re haps 
d with 
ar We 


Lin Il clouds of deſpair; for though our God 


infinite in power to puniſh, he is alſo in- 


I I nite i goodneſs to fave. How often have 
n 0 ye broken his divine Commands; yet ſtill 
, Earth ſuſtains and ſerves us? How often 
God we we abus'd our fulneſs of Bread; yet 
_ ill his Clouds ſhower Plenty upon us? He 


Hering; a Go i 
rrefſion aud fin. He ſpares us 1o long, that 


btain his Pardon. 1 
Only the proud apoſtate Angels find no 
„ forgiveneſs, 


ties and Forgiveneſs, though we bade re,; 


Ipe away the tears from thine Eyes; 
Omy Soul, and clear thy heart from 


S merciful and . as well as Iong- 
forgiving iniquity, tranſe 


re may have time to repent, and ſeek and 
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forgiveneſs, becauſe their obſtinacy does y 
fuſe to ſeek it; could thoſe rebel Spin 
diſclaim their Crimes, and turn again to, 
obey their Maker, his Clemency would ſod 
revoke their Sentence, and reſtore them y 
ſhine in their firſt bright Seats. But oh, t 
exceſs of Mercy vouchſafed to Adam, a 
to us duſt and aſhes, his contemptible Poſt 
rity ! For whom the ſovereign King of Her 
ven humbled himſelf to deſcend. upon Eat 
to lead a poor laborious Life, and ſuffer 
painful ignominious Death ©» 
2 MR 

He came to be a Prince and a Saviour t 
give us repentance, and remiſſion of Sins: 
to teach us by an exemplary Life how t 
live acceptable to God; and to expiate ou 
Sins by his Death. Thy Mercies, O Lord, 
gre above all thy works, and this is abort 
all the reſt of thy Mercics. 

Still, my Soul, dwell in the contempls 
tion of the Mercies of our God; it is good 
and pleaſant to be here. When we lay bu- 
ried in the abyſs of nothing, it was his owl 
tree goodneſs that called us into being. He 
faſhioned our Limbs in our Mother's Womb, 
and fil'd our Nurſe's Brett with Milk. 
He enlarged our little ſteps when we began 
to go, and carefully preſerv'd our helplets 
infancy: Commanding even his Angels to 
bear us in their hands, leſt we daſh our feet 
againſt a ſtone, _ 1 Vs 


2 
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CS fe V. | 

ping Conſider, O my Soul, how many dan- 
to, offers have we happily eſcaped, and not one 
(off them but was governed by a divine Pro- 
em Wdence. How many Bleſſings do we daily 
h, tefWeccive,. and there is not one of them but 
„ a(Wocceds from his Bounty? He provided 
PolMW'utors to inſtruct our Youth, and to plant 
He our tender Minds the Seeds of Virtue. 
Eutie appointed Paſtors to feed our Souls, and 


Ife; 
ard his Love with Sacraments of Grace, 


"ur ty. | 
dine b VI. 5 
All this thou haſt done, O merciful Lord, 


W to 
te oute wiſe diſpoſer of Heaven and Earth: All 


Loris thou haſt done, and ſtill thou goeſt on 
about 
hou commandeſt us to ask, and promiſeſt 
grant; thou inviteſt us to ſeek, and aſ- 
Ireſt us we ſhall find. Thou vouchſafeſt 


en thy ſelf to ftand at the door and knock; 


mplä. 
good 


1y bu⸗ 


own Warts with joy. If we forget thee, thou 
. He newelt our Memories; it we fly from 
omb, ee, thou ſtill kindly findeſt ſome means 


Milk. recall us. If we defer our amendment, 
began ou doſt patiently ſtay for us, and never- 
Iplets eleſs when we return we find thy arms 
Is to en to embrace us. „ 
r fee 2 


fely guide them in the way of Bliſs. He 


d breed and nouriſh in us Faith and Cha- 


infinite ways to gain us to thy love. 


id if we open, thou entreſt and filleſt our 


x 3 VI. 
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did condeſcend to ſeek us, and give usq 
effectual call, thou wilt not refuſe us wh 


9 —— 2 — SS. 
— — 9 88 I. 


— I 
<4 cm eter A a act; 5 
d — —— 


O Moſt gracious Lord, whiſe Mercies enia 


ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs, at 


me my Portion with the wicked. But tho 


and in the midſt of wrath haſt thought u 
on mercy. O let me never abuſe thy Mer 


aer the abundance of thy (Goodneſs, but lu 


104 m Prayer. _ Pani 


„ 
If when we had loſt our way and wa 
wandring from thee, thy matchleſs kinda 


art 
th 


ent 


t 


eve 
iſe 


we ſeek after thee. ix 


The Praycy, | in 
: . | 10; 


1. 
2 


4. 


for ever; who haſt revealed thy ſelf 
mankind in Chriſt Jeſus, full of Pity u 
Compaſſion, merciful and gracious, loꝶ 


] 


truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, for 
ing iniquity, tranſgreſſion and ſin ; 1 zby ll 
worthy Creature have had long experience; 
this gracious property of thine ; for notwith * 
e my daily provocations againſt t, 5 
thou ſtill „ mercy and loving kinait - 
pon ne. „ | 


I had forfeited my Soul to thee, and th 
Zhteſt juſtly have cut me off, and gi! 


haſt ſpared me when I deſerved Puniſhment 


cies, nor grow careleſs, wanton or ſecure ul 
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them as Engagements and mighty Argu- 


dents to love, acknowledge and obey thee ; 
thy Patience and Forbearance lead me to 


1 war 
ndne 


0 ehentance, and affiſt me by thy Grace to 
S WIR t and overcome all Temptations to Sin, 

xd diſpoſe me intirely to love thy holy Na- 

re and Will, and-to conform my ſelf unts 

in all things? That as I have hitherto been 

inal inſtance of thy Mercy and Goodneſs, 

G | may be an happy Inſtrument of thy Praiſe 
ntl Erernity. Amen. 
ſelf i J ̃ —. TR WE. 
ity an „ ; | 
"will MEDITATION R. 
8, Al 5 e . 
for On the Cares of this Life. 
e al. cxxvii. 2. It is bat loſt labour, that ve 
77 Wh faſten to riſe up early, and ſo late tate 
ft 7 t, and eat the bread of carefulneſs ; 
inch er y be giveth bis beloved flaep. 
| 3 . 

nd ot T is not ſo much our ſloth that undoes 
a oh us, as an imprudent choice in applying 
4 * ur diligence: Many, alas! take pains enough, 
* any perplex themſelves too much. See 
50 Meſs the buſie Toilers for this World are 
) ed perpetually like Slaves to their Work. 
Ab : „o carly they riſe, and go late to ſleep, 


nd cat the Bread of Care and Sorrow. 


0 3 "Wee. 
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Mariners expole their Lives over ſtormy Se 
into barbarous Nations. And why all thi 


haps a little Fiſh, or Spice? To gain a fe 
pence, or ſome petty Honour; which « 
thers often ſhare in more than themſelys} 


mands! how cheap haſt thou made the pu 
chaſe of Heaven! half this pains would ft 
us for thy kingdom; half theſe Suffering 
bring us to thy Glory; were they devout 
' undertaken for thee, and the higher Enjoj 
ments of thy glorious Promiſes. 


. Happineſs. Thou bidſt us value cven til 


Yup 5 CA | we 

See how the hardy Soldiers follow Mee. 
Prince through a thouſand difficulties Het) 
meet with dangers. See how the venturay 0 


poor ill-adviſed Wretches! but to fetchpe 
III. 


Te) gracious Lord, how caſie are thy Co 


Thou bidſt us not freeze under the Pol 


Star, nor burn in the heats of the Torr 5 
Zone: But propoſeſt a fweet and gent or 
rule, and ſuch as our Nature it ſelf woul tal 
chuſe, did not our Paſſions ſtrangely mille" 
ns, and the World about us diſtract ol 1 
Neon. 1 5 c 

| | 5% Or 

Thou bidſt us but wiſely love our ſfelve bY 


and attend above all things our own tri 


world as much as ir deleryes ; fince ?ris ti 


School that breeds us up to the other; 0! 
4 | 


* 
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we are forbidden to be wilful fools, in 


w Hal reterring a ſhort Vanity before eternal Fes 


Itics Meity. 1 
nturoy 3 1 18 
ny d © the mild Government of the King of 
I leaven. His will we can do, whatever elſe 


tehpue are doing: This we can do, even while 


date fit ſtill; and only move our thoughts 
nich Mowards him. But, then we beſt perform 
ſolves as beſt of works, when all our Affections 


Con t on thee alone. Vet let not this thy 
he pur ,oodneſs, deareſt Lord, be abuſed by us, 
ld oa wanton neglect; but make us love 
fferüg bee ſo much the more, as thou more diſ- 
evo rovereſt the exceſs - my love.. 

Fe And when I ſee with what unwearied 


> Po] 
gent of my N . in te purſuit of better 


would tungs. Make me afhamed to ſee others 


mile more concern'd for the Applauſe of Men, 
& o than J am for the Favour and Approbation 
of thee my God. To ſee others more eager 


n tu de at thy right hand for evermore. 
en thi | | 
18 ti 


0 


| 


Ire moſt withdrawn from this World, and 


Diligence the wretched Adventurers for all 
orts of Vanity do purſue their vain De- 
Tor ens; let this be taken as a juſt Reproach 


for the tranſient Pleaſures of this World, 
ſclyel han 1 for thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure which 


- of © 3: The 


198 Part Ill 
The Prayer. 

Q&: acious Lord, who haſt promiſed the guy 
things of this Life to them that ſeek fi 
thy Kingdom and the Righteouſneſs they 


of, enable nie, I beſecch thee, to diſchargem 
mind of all ſuperſtitioms cares aud immoderat 


dove for the things of this Life; let me new 


entertain ſuch a love te this World, as is in. 


d needfal, give me grace to chuſe that good 
part Which thall not be taken from me; 1 
tet my Affections on things above, that 
where my treaſure is, there my heart may 
be alſo, and to uſe my utmoſt diligence tl 
male my Calling aud Election ſure : that do« 
ing thele things I may never fall, but an en- 
trance may be miniſtred unto me abundant- 
ly into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with thy ſelf and thy 
eternal Spirit be rtndred all Honour, Glory 
end Power, from this time forth and for e- 
Lermore. Amen. : 


 APRAYER, compos'd by an eminent 
Divine of the Church of Eugland for the 
U ſſe of a Perſon of Quality, dubious. wn 
her Opinion. 5 E | 
I 


Lord God of Truth 'I humbly beſeech thee 


to enlighten my mind by thy Holy Spiris, 


Hat 


dart II 
bat 1 


alvatid 


ereſt t. 
ny ſear 
N 
i diſce 
it, 
Fit, 


I pe 
onduc 
Mercy 
mt [% 
and „i 
ly to 


cerns 
. 
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alvation ; free me from all prejudice and 
peſjton, from every corrupt affection and 1. 


$Oereſt that may either blind or ſeduce me in 
/ [earch after it; make me impartial in my 
dere. ury after truth, and ready wheacver it 
ein d:ſcovered to me, to receive it in the love 


of it, to the end of my days. 
F; perfectly reſign my felf O Lord, to thy 


Mercy and Goodneſs is ſuch, that thou wilt 
mt ſuffer. thoſe who rely upon thy guidance, 


ly to miſcarry: And if iu any thing that con- 


do- N cerns the true Worſhip and Service of thee 


en- my Cod, and my everlaſting Happineſs, [ 


int in any error and miſtake, I earneſtly beg 


ord ef thee to convince me of it, to reveal thy 
ty Truth ro me, and to lead me in the way 
ory wherein thou wouldſt have me to g. 
„ f 

But if by thy grace and mercy Tam alrea- 
Ia brought into the way of Truth, I beſeech 
ent ee to confirm and eſtabliſh me in it more 
el and more, to ſettle my duubting and waver- 


wil g mind, and to give me joy and peace in 
believing; and always to preſerve in me a 
great compaſſion, and a ſincere Charity te- 
ee wards thoſe that are in error and ignorauce 
VB thy ruth; and becauſe my bleſſed 3 
EA 


E K 4 


hat I may diſcern the true way to eternal 


f it, and to continue ſtedſaſt in the profeſſion 


Oodon duct and direction, in Confidence that thy 


and jincerely deſire to know the Truth, final- 


cc 
7 a Bae — 
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Hal promiſed that they that Ao h;s Will 
hall know his De@rine, graut, O Lord, tha ave ſo 


| p " | L. 
may neuer knowingly offend thee in a 6 
Bing, or neglect to do a I Rnow to beth lg 
Will aud my Duiy. | ures ha 

„5 Ys hich I 


Grant, O heavenly Father, theſe my mi 
humble and hearty requeſts, for his ſake wh 
i the Way, the Truth, and the Life, my bla. 
fed Saviour aud Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt. Amen 


have | 
he Wor 


Thou 
enteſt ! 
owed t. 
1d my 
hou hd 


1 020 


alled 1 


A Private Prayer. 


J) Lord, who inhabiteſt Eternity, thon art 

e exalted above all Priucipalities and Pow 
ers, Saints and Seraphim are raviſhed with 
zby Glory: Angels aud Archaugels adore thy 

| Greatueſs;, Hikmeſ: aud Honour wait upun 


; . But 
r Throne, the Scepter of thy H iugdom is an 

| f ent, 
everlaſting Scepter, thou loveſt Righteonſueſs, . 
and hateſt Iniquity; and therefore they that il , 4 
come before thee, muſt worſhip: thee iu ſpirit ei 
and in truth, if they wouid be either heard We... 
| MN 2 . From: 
or receiv'd by thee: I confeſs, I am not wor- Wh... 
thy to appear in thy preſence, having nothing Wl, e 
r preſent unto thee, but a ſinfulneſs aud de- FP 
formed Soul, which deſerves uo longer to be my 1 
_ accounted thine, merc 
: II. bang: 


T am not worthy to receive any more ten- elf” 
ders of Mercy, that have ſo often deſpiſed it, 
aor to ſee what is the riches of thy Love, that 
„ „ have 


ſare, 


* 
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— 4 


Vl we ſo #uuworthily preferred the Trifles of . 


92 Life, before the Treaſures of thy Grace. 

n madeſt it the end of my Creation, that 

Vall gloriſie thee; but I of all thy Crea- 
ures have leaſt perform'd it. That time 

% ſhould have employed in thy ſervice, 

a IT ſacrificed to Sin, and the Pleaſures of 

0 World. | 

7 3) 

. Then didſt ſo love the World, that thou 
enteſt thy Son to die for it: But I have ſo 
ved the World, that I have deſpis'd Heaven 

ny Saviour, rejected thy Holy One who 

« 7 haſt ſent, and by may ſinful Life have 


alled thine, and eutituled to thy Kingdom. 
. %%% ñœ V 
But though my ſins cry aloud for puniſh- 
nent, yet the e ws ewn Mercy, 220 
my Saviour's Blood, begs more powerfully for 
pardon. O let his Sufferings be my Recoa- 


bim, be turn'd into the ſweetneſs of thy love 


and the merits of his Paſſion the purchaſe of 
my Peace; and grant, that having obtained 


are, before an eternity of Foy. 


K 5 . 


7 liſhozonred that happy ame whereby I ain 


iliation; his puniſhment for ſiu, my freedom 
from it; let the bitterneſs of thy wrath upon 


fo ne; that his Croſs may be my Triumph, 
mercy, I may walk accordingly, that being 


vought for Heaven, I may no more ſell my 
ſelf to ſin, nor prefer a few moments of Plea- 


e eee Rp Es 
— 1 — 


8 | 
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Male me ts conſider the great obligatin 
thou haſt laid upon me to love and ſery 


thee, the infinite and abundant teſtimonin 
of thy love, which invites my gratitude, al 


zhat 7 which 1s the reward of then 


| that ſeek thee. O let not the motions of jw 
be more powerful in me than the obligatiu 


of thy grace, nor the Pleaſures of this life 


more value to me than the Joys that are 


come : but make me to walk chearfully u 


That way which thou haſt ſet before me, thi 


neither the Croſſes, nor the Pleaſures of thi 
life may be able to divert me from thy Service 


batt in what condition ſoever J am, I may lt 
ſtill found ſtedfaſt in * duty to thee my Gu, 
DO thou infinite Goodneſs, teach dud enal 

me, I beſeech thee, to adore thee with my 
whole Heart, and to conform my Life um 

thy Law with a perfect conſtancy. Mate 
me to conſider that exceeding weight of Gli 
ry, which thou haſt promiſed to thoſe that 
ftrive to conquer the World for thy ſake: 0 
let 21 8 Foys which are ſo mach above n; 
thoughts, be 


o comprehend the Happineſs of thy King 
dom, heighten my deſires after it. 

Male me ſenſible of the vanity of this World, 
that ſo the Pleaſures of it may not ſteal awa) 
my Heart from the contemplations of a better: 


let 


be even in them; let my inabiliyf 
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et my life be a perfect and perpetual Sacri- 
be of Obedience, ever pleaſing in thy Sight. 
aintain in me ſuch chearful thoughts of 
hee, that Religion may be 76 delight, as 
ach as it 1s my duty; that I may always 
proach unto thee with a joyful Heart, be- 
me glad to leave the company of all other 
lings to go to thee, my God, my exceeding 
Moy: Reconcile me ſo 8 to every other 
art of my Chriſtian Duty, that all the acti- 


/ 


ug ef 4 Holy Life may be but ſo many mo- 
ven, of hearty love td thee; and I may ſo 


feel the eaſe and ſatigfaction of well-doing, as 
jo love aud delight the more in thee, whoſe 
ays are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all whoſe 

baths are peace; that ſo leading a holy life 

bere, I may lead a happy and eaverly life 

hereafter ; and being filled with Righteouſ- 

neſs, I may be filled with Glory, and poſſeſs 
Joys unſpeakable for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for HU MILITY. 


1, 
(0 Moft glorious God, with what awe and 
reverence ought I to make mention of thy 
Name, who dwelleſt in Eternity, whoſe 
Throne is ineſtimable, whoſe Glory cannot 
de comprehended, before whom the Hoſts. 
of Angels ſtand with trembling ? With what 
humility of Soul ought I to acknowledge the 
1:vine Grace, that thou who art ſo great and 


bighly 


204 A Prayer for Humility. Part Ill 
highly exalted wilt humble thy ſelf to tale 


notice of ſuch poor things'as we are? 
r=" IH 


„ | il 
Typo art to be admired with our Higbeſt ind, J 
Houg hits: thou art to be loved with all onM all, 4 
Heart, and Soul, and Strength ; we onght wiſh; of 7 
render thee moſt chearful Service, and conſeſ on th! 
that we never ſerve our ſelves more tha Writs 
wher we even loſe all thonghts of our ſchv We De: 
and forget all things here in admiring, In- blef 
7g praiſing aud Sei thanks unto thee. 
O Bleſſed God, give me, I beſeech the, 
that humble Spirit which may deſfiroy in m 
all proud and vain conceits of my ſelf, an, Es 
 inake me fee that I am Miſerable, and Poor, th 


and Blind, and Naked, not only Duſt but Sin, ¶ oe. 
aud utterly unworthy of the aft of all thy 

Mercies; teach me to know thee, and my ſel, 
that the ſenſe of thy incumprehenſible Gli 
and my own vilencſs, may make me humble 
aud lowly, aud never to think of my {I} 
more highly than I _ to think. 


Teach me to tread in the ſteps of my bleſ 
fed Saviour, and enable me to follow him n of t 
his Humility, Meekneſs, and Patience, Com. , 
 tentedueſs, and Peaceableneſs, till I be endu. Neves 
ed with the ſame ſpirit that was in him. Set. Vel 
tle in my heart a ſerious and ſtrong ſenſe of 


the Glory to which he is advanced, by hum. Re 
hy 


bling himſelf even-anto the Death : that 1 
as i 0 


Ill Nr III. 4 Tanbſgiving. 20 
tale ever ſeek great things to my ſelf in 
5 life, nor be ambitions of the praiſe of 
en, but with true modeſty and lowlineſs of 


ee, 1 may ever ſeek the profit and peace 
our all, aud Jing ſenſible of the imperfecti- 
bt wh; if my beſt Adtions, I may rely wholly 
repos thy Mercy for Salvation, through the 
that Merits of him who humbled himſelf unto 
hoc Death of the Croſs, even Jeſus Chriſt 


Vor- y bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 
3 A Thankſgiving. 
* I 


rern God. the 


Wo art the Almighty Fa- 
oor WW ther of the World: I was created by thy 
wer, and am preſerved by thy good Pro- 
ence; in thee I live, and move, and, 
elf, Wave my Being, 20 thy undeſerved Goodneſs. 
mn Wong obliged for all the Good of any 
ble Wind, which ever I enjoyed; to thy Bounty 


eB 2: indebted for all that I now have; and 
muſt depend upon it, for whatever JI can 


hereafter expect. O how precious are thy 


thoughts towards me, how great is the ſum 
„of them! / cannot number all thy Mercies, 
vor ever ſee any end of thy Goodneſs, for 


vew favours from f 5 
I praiſe thee, O God, I thauk thee for all 


even whilſt J am thinking of it, I receive 


thy Mercies, both to my Body, and to my 
ER Soul, 
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 fafed me in my way to Heaven. 


dence for the time to come, that I may it 


_ wholly refign'd to thy moſt bleſſed Will, au 


conditions of Life, which thou ſhalt be plea 
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Soul, for this life, and that which is to cum 
eſpecially I thank thee for thy dear Son eh 
Chriſt, who is the Fountain and Foundati 
of all thy Mercies ; thou haſt ſent him, bl. 
ſed be thy Goodneſs, to die for our Sins, 
thy holy Spirit to ſanctiſy our Hearts, ay 
aſſiſt us in our Duty. 7 than thee fur di 
the gracions Inſpirations, and holy though 


thou haſt at any time put into my M 

and all the pious Deſires and good Reſelui To r 

ons thou haſt ſtirred up in my Heart, will 

all the helps and aſſiſtances thou haſt vouch 4 * 
4 


O Bleſſed God, affect my Mind with ſul 
a ſenſe of thy Bounty pu Beneficence, « 
may make me chearfully rely upon thy Prot: 


Fully ſatisfied under all thy Diſpenſations it 
wards me. Enaue me, good Lord, with al 
thoſe Gifts and Graces that may enable met 
acquit my ſelf as I ought to do, in all th 


ed to call me 1b. Grant that thy Grace m 4 


always prevent and follow me, and make 


me continually to be given to all good Tor 


Works; ſo that in all my Works, begun, | 5 


continued, and ended in thee, I may glorify Not 
thy holy Name, and finally by thy Mercy 4 
obtain everlaſting Life, through Jeſus Crit 
our Lord. Amen. N 

0 | A HYMN 


1 III. 


dati A HYM N. 
; 4 


Or J BLc, Lord, be thy wiſe Grace, 

e 7 bat governs all our Day; 

d to the Night affigns its Place 

%% To reſt us in our voy: | 

Mork the labouring Hands impair, 
r Thoughts the ſtudious Mind, 

Both are conſider d by thy care, 
al Both fit e find, 


„te relieve their preſent ſlate, 
F to prepare the next, 

bile we are taught to mediate 
„708 plain and 1 Text. 
every Night lays down our Head, 
he Aud Morning opes our Eyes; 
„ball the Daft be once our Bed, 
nll And ſo we hope to we: ID 


0. riſe and ſee that beauteous Light 
6 ring from thoſe Eyes of thine ;. 
1% Not 40 be check'd by any Night, 


bat clear for ever ſbiue. 


LY 
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| All Glory 70 the facred Three, 
As at the firſt, Null may he be. | 


— uu — — : * 
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VI. 
That thou may'ſt hope, my Soul, to view, 
That laſting bliſsful Light; 
Take heed thy preſent Work thou do, 
And uſe thy reſt 7 5 1 of 
VII. 


One Ever-l:iving Lord: 
Belov'd, Obey' d, Ador'd. 


ſew-Vears- Gift. 


PART IV. 


MEDITATION I. 
— The Cleanſing of the Heart. 


Hl. li. 10. C reate in me a clean Heart, 0 
od, and renew a right Spirit within me. 


A Ome, let us now prepare our Hearts, 
and humbly offer up this our Sacri- 
ce: When, O my Soul, ſhall thy God 
nd thee alone, free from thoſe buſie 
oughts that fill thy Head? O with what 
adineſs would he then inſtruct thee, and 
t the into his bleſſed Secrets? Himſelf 
'ould become thy familiar Gueſt, and 
well with thee in perpetual Joy; 1 

| 5 : then. 
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neſs. Remember our God is a pure Spit 


cle. He will not entertain a Soul that & 


Memory, but lay afide thy ſwarm of Not 
ons, and forget them all but what concern! 
thy Eternity. Come, my whole Soul, with 


_ adore the eternal Spirit: behold, he is a 
Ways preſent with us, he delights to dell 
in a pure Heart, and is ever ready to t 


He will never forfake us, if we chaſe him 


rence attend and hear what the Lord our 
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then to clear thy Head of all other thong wil 
that fill us at beſt with nothing but empyſe"t an. 
our F 
r ever! 
| for n 
jefly d 
at 11 


and delights to dwell in a clean Taberm 


lights in Sin, nor ſtay where he finds th 
Grace neglected. If he vouchſafes us th 


Bleſſing of a Viſit, (and O how heavenifiſ Que 
ſweet and raviſhing is his Preſence !) let Hunine 
open wide our Boſoms to receive him, and 
ſummon all our Powers to come and ente O the 
tain him. 5 old 
2 | Ny II. | nſhin 
Come, my Underſtanding, and bring al uch t 
thou knoweft, all that enlightens thee int! 
way to Felicity; Come, my Will, and calf tec 
in all thy Loves, and contract them all int jelires 
one, and ſettle it here for erer. Come, Pd; 
Dmet!. 


theſe thy Faculties about thee, and proſtrat 


ceive our Petitions, and give us his Bleſſings: 


not away, but guide and comfort us wit 
his holy inſpirations. _ 

4 Z VF 
Come then, and with deyouteſt Reve 


God 
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od will ſay ; he leads us thus into retire- 
nt and ſilence, and there familiarly ſpeaks 
our Hearts. Tell me, O you deſigned 
everlaſting Happineſs ; tell me now free- 


jefly delight to think on, and what do you 


Queſtion I propoſe; and when you have 
amined your ſelves, give me your anſwer. 

O thou our mercifal, tho? offended God, 
hold thus low we. bow our guilty Heads, 
uſhing for ſhame to ſee our Folly ; and ſo 
uch the more, becauſe we ſee our Duty. 
apy were we, could we {till be thinking 


elires to be with thee. Happy were we, 


metimes thou inſpireſt a little ſpark. Oh 
ere that Spark kindled into a Fire, and 
at Fire blown up into a continual Flame ! 
ut we, alas, are hot and cold by fits, and, 
much is worſe, our cold fit is the longer. 


vine poor, and often throw more away on 
ur Paſſions : ſometimes we deny and mor- 
ty our felves, but oftner obcy our ſenſual 
ye - Nppetites: ſometimes we are drawn by thy 
our Harace to do one good work; but we are 
„ 15 again 


for none ſhall interrupt us; what do you 


at in all thoſe Thoughts? Conſider welt 


n thee, and raiſe all thoſe Thoughts into | 


uld we always feel thoſe fervors, of which 


re-. Some few half hours we ſpend in Pray- 
mak & and many whole days in Idleneſs and 
hin anity ; ſometimes we beſtow a little on 


i tis 2 2 —ů— —— — — 
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again ſeduced by our Nature to a thou 
iniquities, and then we reſiſt and grieve} 


cure us of this aguiſh intermitting Piet 


Virtue as our daily exercife; ſo ſhall ou 
Souls be endued with a perfect Health, an 


ty Lord, to ſpeak once more who are bu 


Holy Spirit. Thus we confeſs to thee, Oy 
our God, who perfectly ſeeſt every com 
of our Hearts; thus we confeſs to thee,n 
that thou mayeſt know us, but that wem 
know our ſelves, and 775 mayſt cure us. 

Cure us, O thou great Phyſician of a 
Souls, cure us of all our ſinful diſtemper 


and fix it in an even and conſtant Holinek 


O make us uſe Religion as our regular ore. 
et, and not only as  fingle Medicine in 


preſſing neceſſity. Make us enter into W 
courſe of hearty repentance, and pradik 


diſpoſed for a long, even an everlaſting li 
of happineſs. V 1 OY 
VII. 


Now we have begun, permit us, O mig u 


duſt and aſhes; let us go on and confeſs , « 
thee, and open before thee all our miſcrisM gn 
Many occations lead us into danger: many Ad 
Temptations lead us into Sin. Our ow In 


infirmities are too ſtrong for us, and our ili tr: 
Cuſtoms prevail againſt us. Every day we 0: 
reſolve to amend, and every day we bre w 
our Reſolutions. Have mercy on us, O Got 8 
of infinite Compaſſion ! Have mercy up? 
55 us 
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1oul$, O thou Comforter of afflicted Minds! 
eve ¶ we mercy on us, and pardon what is paſt; 
Oe mercy on us, and prevent what is to 


CO emé. 5 : | N 
ee, ... 8 Wi | 
vem When e're thou ſeeſt us unhappily engag'd, lt 
us. Mud blindly running on mn the ways ofdeath, | 
ſend thy heavenly Grace to check our || 
desperate ſpeed, and make us ſtay and look 4 
nperWetore us. Shew us the horrid downfal into | 
Piet) at bottomleſs Pit, where impenitent Sin- IN 
liners are ſwallow'd up for ever. Strike our 1 


ir D 
e in 
Nto 4 
I ou 
** 


8 f 


00 regardleſs Souls with fear and trembling, 1 
it the dreadful fight of ſo ſad a Ruin: then tk 

turn our eyes, and kindly ſet before them l. 

he bounteous proſpect of a pions Life: make 14 
us look long and ſteadily upon it; make us | 
look through and ſee beyond it; make us de- 
hoht in the hope it enjoys, but incomparably 
morein the joy it hopes : a joy which none, 


P — 
. . "PIE 


O Lord, but thou canſt give: and none but i 
ug thou thy ſelf canſt make us fit to receive. | 
Dl | 1 | : x | 1 
si Give us, O gracious Lord, thou free be- i | 
ne cinner, and perfect finiſner of all virtuous 15 
mug Actions, give us a right Spirit to guide our 0 
Mug Intentions, that we may directly aim at our f | 
il true end. Give us thy holy Spirit to ſanctify [| 
well our atfections, that what we rightly deſign 0 
carl we may pioutly purſue; give us an heroick * 
700 Spirit to confirm our Hearts, that what we 4 


008 picufly endeayour, we may courageouſſy at- 
Vs chieve; 
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berties? Let the Spirit anſwer, They: 


If the Fleſh alledge, what joy in ſuffer 
ills, or doing contrary to our inclinations 
Let the Spirit reply, That the Croſs of Chr 


_ dictates of the Spirit, Away Fleſh and Blood, 
away deceitful World; you cannot enter ir 


dur Reaſon with the myſteries of thy Grace. 


_ themſelves, how neceſſary and beneficial to 


fit us for that which is to come. 


chieve; ſuffer not the fleſh to deceive yz; 
ny more, but fortify our Spirits againſt 
its aſſaults. = 8 Moſt. 

If the fleſh grow bold, and inſolently & 
mand, how can you live without thoſe þ 


baſe ſlaves that ſerve ſenſual Luſts, and! 
ſervice of God is the only true freedo 


is ſweet. and nothing is ſo glorious as the 
Conqueſt of our ren 
Say then, O my Soul, according to the 


k ten 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. You were cet wnſt 
ted only to ſerve us in the way, and ſet vs Sour 


down at our Journey's end. Away with 
all your fond deluding Dreams, be baniſſ'd 
for ever from our awakened Souls. Come 
thou tous, bleſt Spirit of Faith ! and govern 
our Lives by thy holy Maxims. Subdue our 
Senſe to the dictates of Reaſon, and perfed 


Open thou our Eyes that we may ſee the Beau: 
ty of thy Commands; how wiſe and juſt in 


us, while they improve our Felicity here, and Nor 


The 
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The Prayer. 
. 
Moſt glorious God, thou art of purer Eyes 
than to behold evil, zhoz canſt not look 
Won iniquity, neither ſhall any cvil dwell 
th thee. How ball I a guilty polluted 
reature dare to approach thy Preſence! J 
ſh, O Lord, to lift up mine eyes towards 
leaven; to me belongs nothing but ſhame 
= c0:j/02 of Face, in which 1 ought to lie 
nn before thee, if I reflected only upon the 


loyal Parents, who were Rebels and Trai- 
rs againſt thy Divine Majeſty, with what 
jection of Spirit then ought I to think of, 
ad mention all thoſe offences whereby I 


ade juſtified that firſk Rebellion, and ſtill 


£ en part with the Devil and his Angels, a- 
Yi thee and the motions of thy Holy 


vin 0177 in my Heart. 8 
reiched Man that I am, who ſhall deli- 
mM: ver ae from this body of Death, from this bou- 


= age of Corruption? Thy Grace, I know, 0 
0 is ſuſfict ent for me, and thy Son mighty 
ce. ſave; his office is to ſave his People from 


their Sins ; for this end he gave himſelf for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniqui- 
ty, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar Peo- 


2 ple zcalous of good works. O let the Blood 
vf Chriſt, who through the eternal Hpirit of- 
10 ” . 


ſereſs of my deſcent, being the Offspring of 


r 3 2 - —— * 2 2 os Co A * —— 
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the living God. 4 ze by thy Graz 


I may not only abominate a 
that my whole Spirit, Soul and Body u 


* ” — 


G God, how extremely ingratef 


ble to underſtand and know ours. Even 
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fer'd himſelf without ſpot to God, py 


amce 
eglect 
ucts: 


We 
5, anc 
hall w 
ny D 
ay th 
Raul 
guide. 
ave u 
$ O 


W. 
re et 
nd e 


my Conſcience from dead works to f 


/ filthy vices | 
alſo hate the Garments infected with fin, i 
abſtain from all appearance of evil. An 
thou, O God of Peace, ſanctify me whol 


be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


MEDITATION II. 

Of a negligent Life. 
Pfal. Ixix. 5. O God, thou knoweſt my fool 
neſe, and my fins are not hid from thee, 
are we! how {ſtrangely inſenſible oF 


our manifeſt Duty! Every Creature perform 
its duty but we, who alone are made capt 


thing lives by rule but we; the Sun obſerve 
his conſtant riſing and ſets exactly at his ap 


pointed time. The Sun ſtands itill if thore 
commandeſt, and even goes back to obeyſWnd 
thy Will: and yet the Sun pretends to no 
Reward, nor looks to be placed in a higher F 
Heaven. But we who expect the perfor-· er 
mance 
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1 


Mance of glorious promiſes, we forget and 

s l elect the Law of our God, that only in- 
1 ucts us to perfect * ſelves. 

F We who are bought by the Blood of Fe- 

And} ;, and freely redeemed by his ſacred Croſs : 

* hall we neglect ſo gracious a Saviour, whoſe 


nn nly Deſign is to draw us to his Love? O 


guide. O may thy infinite Goodneſs en- 


5 to enjoy the. 
-HE 


get the Laws of our God + It was too mild 
nd gentle a Reproof for us, who quite 
ontradict thy Laws. What thou forbid- 


andeſt, our frowardneſs ſtill reſiſts. We 
oldly converſe with Temptation and Sin, 
Fhich thy Charity adviſes us to fly like Death. 
Ne timorouſfly dread a Loſs or Frown, 


apa here thou biddeſt us proceed with undaunted 

5 ; 

ve ourage: We govern our Actions by our 
crown wild Fancies, and expect thy Provi- 
s 2-WWence ſhould comply with our Humours ; 
thou ye would have thee relieve us when we liſt, 
Obey nd rain and fhine as we think fit. e 
) No | Ire =" | 


| Pardon, O gracious Lord, this our rude 
herrerſeuels, and incline our Wills to fub- 
| mit 


ay thy holy Will, dear Lord, be our on- 
Rule, and thy gracious Hand our only 
ge us to love thee, and that Love prepare 


What did I fay, O Lord my God? We 


eſt we eagerly poͤrſue, and what thou com- 


— - . 
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mit to thee; make us exactly obſerve why 
thou preſcribeſt, how bitter ſocver it tale 
to our ſenſe: We are ſure thy Wiſdon 
knows our Infirmities; we are fure thy Good: 
neſs delights in our Relief. Little thou knoy- 
eſt, O Lord, is the good we do, and cyen 
grain is deriv'd from thec: Great, we con 

teſs, are the evils we commit, and all tobe 
charged entirely on our ſelves: Thou ar, 


pred 
tient. 
Ives \ 


O Lord, all Goodneſs and Patience, , 7 
we alas, all Sin and Diſobedience. mr 
Tell me, my Soul, when firſt thou hal 8, 


well examined the innumerable circumſta ©, 
ces that concern thy ſtate ; Tell me, and lt j 
not Pride deny the I ruth, nor any thing dt v 
vert thy tree Confeſſion: Could we hav 
{aved our ſelves from any dangerous Tem- 
tations, unleſs our God had powerfully ſul: 
ſtained us? Could we have carried on an 
pious purpoſe, unleſs his Hand had bleſt ou 
1 No; to thy ſelf, O Lorch 
give all the praiſe, if thy Creatures have per 
formed the leaſt good Work: Give to th 
{elf all the Glory, O Lord, if they have not 
committed the Wor of Sins. 

Thy Hand alone directs us to do well; 
and the fame bleſt Hand reſtrains us from 
doing ill. It is not in us to eſteem the Joy! 
above, nor deſpiſe the Flatteries of this de Sti! 
cvitfal World. It is not the Work of cor- e 


| (os 
ruptec. P g 


XX 
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Wüufgded Nature to mortify our Senſes, and 


alyW:ently bear the Croſſes we meet: Of our 
cones we are inclined to none of theſe; but 
00: Grace of God enables us to do all things. 


tant me therefore, O my God, grant in: 
Grace, that I may withdraw my Affecti- 
is from all the vain and empty enjoyments 
this World, and fix them-wholly on thee, 
Lord my God, and my eternal Felici- 
a Teach me ſtill to begin all my Works 
ith Fear, to go on with Obedience, and 
ih them with Love, and after all, fir 
mbly down in Hope, and with a chear 

Confidence a, To (nee; - 


s n was not alone to make the Day, that 
buen, O Lord, didſt make a glorious Sun; 
em to teach us theſe pious Leſſons, and write 
0 Rh plain as its own beams; that ſo ſhould 
! er Light ſhine forth to others, and direct 
ſtoußzem to glorify God: So ſhould our Charity 
Lord farm and quicken them into an active zeal 
* Ir his Honour. So, when they ſay we are 


nder a Cloud of Adverſity, we ſhould, like 
e dun, be really above it: And though 
e appear ſometimes eclips'd, or even ex- 

npuiſh'd in a Night of Sorrow and Af- 


mel tion, ſtill we ſhould ſhine to our ſelves and 
a0, and ſtill go on in the ways of light. 
bs Ml vi. ; 


Still, like the regular Sun, unchangedly 
Ipect the appointed Periods of bright and 
| L'2- 7 a 


— — ” — 
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dark: Only in this we gladly diſagree; ay 


ſet to this dark Earth, we hope to riſe an 
ſet no more; but ſhine perpetually in 


God, for the Goods thou haſt received. 
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M? ST glorions God, the Fountain «f d 
and perfect gift; I beſeech thee aſſiſt me wil 
fully own, moſt merciful Father, that thi 
haſt given me ſufficient Grace, and art net 
Diligence and Carefulneſs endeavoar.towi 
out my own Salvation with ' fear and tren 


me always ready and forward to do it, u 


gence excite me to be fervent in Spirit; al 


bleſt be our God who made the differenc 
not like the Sun that every Night goes dom 
and mult at laſt be quite put out; for wha 
we have finiſhed here our courſe, and -ſcemy 


brighter Heaven. Repent now, my Soul 
for the evils thou haſt done, and bleſs tiy 


e PRE Prayer. 
ni* Perfections, and the giver of every gu 
thy Grace, that according to thy juſt expe 
tion, I may make a ſuitable; improvement 
the Talents I have received from thy Boum 
za thy Glory and the preblick good. I than 


wanting to me in any neceſſary Aſſiſtance. 
may I never be wanting to my ſelf, but wi 


bling ; may the ſenſe of my duty to thee mil 


the ſenſe of my weakneſs make me watch) 
and diligent , and the ſenſe of my paſt negl 


the guodneſs of thy Commands render me mi 
| EY | 4. Fru 


uitful and abundant in the work of the Lord, 
ut ſo faithfully improving the Talents thou 
aft here committed to my Truſt, I may at 
t be received into thoſe Joys which thou 
uſt prepared for all thoſe that ſerve and Inve 
hee; grant this, O gracious God, for the 
e of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 3535 


r 


MEDITATION III. 
Of the Divine Wiſdom. 


ol. ii. 3. In whom are hid all the Trea- 
fares of Wiſdom and Knowledge. 


UR great and ſovereign Lord, the 
abſolute King of Heaven and Earth, 
ſees at- once the whole frame of all things, 
nd throughly comprehends their various 
Natures : to every creature he appoints a 
fit Office, and guides all their inotions iu 
perfect order, till he has wrought his glort 
ous deſign, to finiſh the World in a beau 
teous Cloſe. All theſe he governs with in 
finite Wiſdom, and all for the good of then) 
that love him; his Counſels are deep, and 
beyond our reach; yet all his ways are juſt 
and merciful ; he governs his Enemies with 
a rod of Iron, and punithes their wilfulneſs 
L 3 = wh 
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fully acknowledge the riches of thy Goc 
Neſs; our hearts ſhall continually media 


- Praiſes, Blefled for ever be thy Name, ( 
FJeſu, and bleſſed be the ſweetneſs of th 

Wiſdom, whoſe infinite Charity has voud 
Heaven. 


finding our lives by a generous loſing the 
to follow thee : thou haſt taught us to lon 


ple this World under our feet, and uſe it a 
a ſtep to climb up to the next: from the 


«0. 


art! 


with eternal Miſeries; but his Servants 


bleſſeth with the privilege of Children, ] Ho 


rewards their duty with a rich inheritance 
= : not tl 
Let them negle& thy Praiſes, O Loaf t. 
who never contfider thy Mercies ; let th have 


qere 11 


be filent to thee, O gracious God, Hp or 


mouths are full of themſelyes ; but as fory 
who ſubſiſt by thy bounty, we will than 


e k 
to fc 
tho; 
have 
ſatis 
tho 
and 


on thee, and our lips delight to ſing ti 


ſafed us ſuch excellent rules to guide us ſl \ 


pert 
3 VVqꝓß 5 tert 
Thou haſt taught us that happy skill a atte 
ed 


ar 
to 


our true ſelves beſt, by wiſely hating 0 
miſtaken ſelves: thou haſt taught us to tram 


we learn thoſe glorious Myſteries that exal 
our Faith fo high above Reaſon : from ther 
we derive thoſe heroick Counſels, that raik 
our Souls ſo far above thee alone; and tron. 
thy School of Grace, we learn all that we 
know, and receive Power for all that wa al 
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t RY « | 
How long, alas, might we have wandred 
ere in the midſt of darkneſs and error, hadft 
not thou, O deareſt 7eſu, come down thy 
ſelf to be our Light. Never ſhould we elſe 
have learned to deny our ſelves, and take 
up our Croſs and follow thee : Never ſhould 


e have known that great ſecret of peace, 


to forgive our Enemies, and to do good to 
thoſe who deſpitefully uſe us; we fhould 


have ſet our aſtections wholly 8 the un- 
Earth, hadſt 


ſatisfying things of this low 
thou not told us of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and bid us lay up our Treaſures there. 


We had always choſe the deceitful and 


pernicious ways of Sin, if thou hadit not 
terrified us by declaring the Miſeries that 
attend them; we ſhould ever have neglect- 


ed thy Commands, and loſt the happineſs of 
a religious life, if thou hadſt not invited us 
to obey thy Commands, by promiſing to us 
the Felicities that attend our doing ſo. What 
haft thou promiſed, O gracious Lord, to 


the meek and poor in Spirit? what haſt thou 


promiſed to them that mourn, and to thoſe 
that hunger and thirſt after Holineſs ? How 
many joys has thy bounty prepared for the 
lovers of Mercy and the makers of peace? 
How many bleflings for the pure of Heart, 


ies? 


and thoſe who with patience bear their Crot- 


Ls VI. 
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„ 8 Inks, 
O thon All- ſeeing Wifdom of the eterngiWen tt 
Father, and ſovereign King of Men and Ay. 
gels, who from thy glorious Throne da Tho 
deſcend on our Earth familiarly to teach , 
inc Oracles of Heaven; write thou theſehhn the 
lacred Words in the Tables of our Hecatt Hur fic 
and ſuffer not at any time our paſſions tofffffaycd 
break them: malte us {till imitate the eeded 
our heavenly Maſter, and continually admireFictho 
the beauty of thy Law: A Law that ſoit the 
clearly ſhews us our end, and fo plentitully Won | 
furniſhes means to obtain it: A Law ſo er-. f the 
nàctly contormable to true Reaſon, and ſo ud f: 
highly perfective of human Nature: A ble-Mracti 
led Law, that makes even here our lis Ife, a 
more ſweet, and leads us hereafter to ever · nder 
laſting Felicity. a  —- cavi 
3 $:* . 


[Yd 
Never will we ceaſe to exalt thy Good · ie 
ncſs, O bleſſed Feſz, ſince thou never cea-Ml 
ſeit to oblige us with new Bleſſings; th >Þ 
generous Charity could not be fatisfied, in {Walk 
only ſpeaking to us the word of lite ; it was 
not enough tor thy exceflive love, that thy 
heavenly Sermons told us our duty : but 
thou haſt encouraged our Obedience, by the 
{weet enforcement of thine own example, 
Thou forbad'ſt thy followers to affect ſuper- I 
fluities, and accordingly thine own proviſi- ow 
on was a few Barley-loaves: thou com- e 
mandeſt the Rich to give Alms with chear- NN 
3 fulnels, 
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neſs, and beſtoweſt on the pooreſt wretch 
en thy precious ſelf. 

| VIII. i 
Thou bidſt us not fear them that kill the 


dy, and yieldeſt up thine own to the death 


n the Croſs: Thou enjoineit us to love 


ur ferceſt enemies, and thy dying breath 


ayed for thy Crucifiers. Thy perfect Soul 
eeded not, as our weak Natures do, thoſe 


ethodical forms and diſcipline of Religion; 
get thou vouchſafedſt to obſerve the com- 
jon Feaſts, and aſſiſt at the publick Offices 


f the'['emple ; thou didſt watch, and pray, 
nd faſt, with ſo fervent a zeal, that thy 


actice out-did thine own Precepts. This 


fe, and even death it ſelf, our merciful Lord 
ndertook to mark out for us the way to 


eaven, to beat it plain by his own ſa- 


red ſteps, and render our patlage thither 
ate and ſecure. 


Shall we not then, O my Soul, joyfully 


valk in that Path, which we ſee our Savi- 
ur trod before us? Which we ſee, though 


read all over with thorns, yet carried him 


rectly to the Glories of Paradiſe? Shall 


ve not confidently rely on ſo gracious a 


ader, who promiſes, if we faint, to look 
ack and relieve us? O deareſt Lord, bow 
own thy merciful eyes, and pity the frail- 
es of our imperfect Nature: reach forth 
by Hand, and ſtrengthen us with thy Grace, 


1 5 that 


226 The Prayer. Part I} 
that nothing may obſtruct our advance 1 
_ wards thee : but in this dangerous Labyrin 
of the World, and the whole courſe of 0 
Pilgrimage here, let thy hcavenly DiRat 
be our Map, and thy holy Life our Gui 
till we come to the end of our Race, an 
attain the end of our Hope, even the Sabi 
tion of our Souls. I 
The Prayer. 

a Lord, how manifold are thy Wor; 
in Wiſdom haſt thou made them 1 

and they all wait on thee, that thou maj 

give them their Meat in due Seaſon. ( 
Thou who art the Father of Lights, fro 
whom cometh every good and perfect Gif 
who giveſt to all men liberally and upbraid 
eſt not: Give me, I beſeech thee, that I 
dom which deſcendeth from above, whichi 
pure, penceable, gentle, and eaſie to be i Pu 
treated, full of Mercy and good Works, wil 
our Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. \ 
lend her out of thy holy Heavens, and fro 
the Throne of thy Glory; that being pt 
{ent ſhe may labour with me, that I mi 
know what is pleaſing unto thee. Inn. 
ro me, O my God, I beſeech thee, that hu 
 werly Wiſdom which may diſpoſe me to ſe 
zhy Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſs there 
20 fell all for this one Pearl of great pri 
and to eſteem my ſelf rich in no Treaſure 
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hee. To love and delight in thee alone, te 
e ſatisfaction in all things elſe, in ſuch De- 
res, and in ſubordination to ſuch Parpoſes 
% as thou haſt appointed; and to receive 


very Diſpenſation of thy Providence, with 


< a Spirit and Temper, as becomes my du- 


„ and as may render it ſerviceable to the 


u for which thou ſendeſt it. That I may 
bait to, and do thy Will here on Earth, 


it 1s done in Heaven, with a full aud en- 
Ve, and perfect conſent; grant this, O gra- 
inns God, for thy dear Sou's ſake Jeſus Chriſt 


ur Saviour. Amen. 


_— "a — 
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MEDITATION IW. 
On our Paſſions. 


Pet. it. 9. The Lord knoweth how to deli- 
ver the Godly ont of Temptations, and to 
reſerve the Uniaſt unto the Day of Fudg- 


ment to be puniſhed. 


Hey are miſerably toſſed up and down 
who float on the Waves of their own 
afſions: their wearied Souls ſoon faint 
thin them, when they ſee the Lord has 
vithdrawyn his preſence ; they ſeek him, but 


in ſuch diſtraction and confuſion cannot find 
L 6 „5 him; 


— — —— III 


at laſt. Though he ſometimes may flum- 


—— - ” 
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and range them again in their right order. 
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him; they call upon him, but he gives then 
no anſwer. O ſtill ſeek on, {till call 0 
your God, for his mercy will ſurely awaky 


ber for a while, to try your duty, Or punih 
your diſobedience; though he may ſuffers 
while the fury of the tempeſt, to ſhew yay 
your hopeleſs ſtate, if left to your ſelves; 
yet be aſſur'd hell hear your Prayers at la, 
he'll not permit you 3 for ever. 
And nov, when all their fears were grow 
to the height, and no means appeared to {uf 
ſtain their patience; when the proud Warg 
beat violently againſt them, and covered the 
little Veſſel with deſpair and ruin; beholt 
his bleſſed Voice commands a calm, and 
immediately the Sea and Winds obey him that 
immediately his Sun ariſes in their Heart 
and with its gentle beams revives their Hopes 
and then is their darkneſs turn'd into light 
and the clouds diſperſt into a bright day 
then they recollect their ſcattered thoughts 


e ; h 

Often they look back on the dangers the ſur: 
Have eſcap'd; and as often bleſs the merch} tov 
that delivered them. Often they look tori the 
wards on the courſe they are going, ail the 
as often rejoice in their happy _ S del 
ing, Welcome again the eaſie Yoke co 
Cubriſt, and the light Burthen of loving od no 
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wiour. Welcome the holy Offices of 
reet Devotion, welcome the eaſie, plea- 
ant, moderate Heat of Soul-enflaming Pray- 
Now we diſcern this beauteous truth, 
and O may we print it deeply in our minds) 
at the pleaſures of virtue are pure and con- 
ant, and infinite bleſſings will be its re- 
ward; but the purſuit of Vice is trouble- 
om and intricate, and finiſhes its courſe 
n an abyſs of miſery. | 


Pity, O Lord, thou raiſer of them that 
fall, and ſole ſuſtainer of them that ſtand ; 
pity the weakneſs of thy Servants who look 
ip to thee, and teach us Wiſdom from our 


wn miſcarriages : teach us to obſerve where 


our error was, and fortify our ſelves againſt, 


that defect; to ſuppreſs our temptations in 


their firſt approach, when their power is 
weak, and our choice in its full {ſtrength ; 


to remember how formerly their flatteries 


have abuſed us, and when they counterfeit 
again, be no oped rakes ä 
| 7 25 

Never let us look on the face of Plea- 
lures, as they come dreſt up and ſmiling 
towards us; but always reflect how ſadly 
they go off, and leave nothing behind but 
their venomous ſting: So ſhall we gain the 


beſt of Victories, while we maſter our own 


corrupt Inclinations : So ſhall we be ho- 


noured with the nobleſt of Triumphs, while 
ä 8 | our 


2 — - ay. hs 
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Recovery. 
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our conquer'd Paſſions draw us up int 
Heaven. Thou art, O Lord, the only Ay. 
chor of our Hope, ſave us, O Feſ#, or elt 
we periſh: All our Lots are in thy Hand; 

and all our Safety in the Aſſiſtance of th 


Grace. | 


. . 

Lord, as thy All-wiſe Providence ſeems 
to ſleep ſometimes, and permits the ſtormty 
grow high and loud, yet never faileth to te 
lieve thy Servants who faithfully call on thee 


in their day of Trouble: So let thy fayou: 


Table Hand ſtill bear us up, when thou ſe 
us charged with any ſtrong Aſſault. Len 
us not then to our own infirmities, leſt the 
Enemy of our Souls prevail againit us: for- 


fake not our Miſery when we are fallen, 
leſt we lie for ever groveling on the Earth 


ſuffer not our frailties to become a Cuſtom, 
leſt we die impenitent and periſh without 
VNV 

Deliver us, O Lord, from the occaſions 


of fin, and the importunities of ſuch as de- 
light in Folly: Deliver us from the Snares 
of enticing Company, and the dangerous 


Infection of HI Example; Infection that 


ſpreads in every place its poiſonous Air, and 


where- ever it enters, corrupts and kills 
Once more, my Soul, let us repeat this 


Prayer, and humbly implore again ſo ne- 


ceſfary a Bleſſing. Deliver us, O Lord, 
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inn om the occaſions of Sin, and the impor- 
A uties of ſuch as 8 in Folly. 
T elle | Je VIII. | 


and! Sect a ſtrict Watch continually over our 


f th yes, and diligently keep the door of our 


ips. Govern all our Senſes, that they ſe- 
juce not our Minds, and direct every Mo- 


demon of our Heart and F care to our true 


myMppineſs. Perfect, O dear Redeemer, the 
0 re-Myork thou haſt begun, and make even our 
the pafſions Servants of thy Grace. Change 


vou. 
ſeellelves, and a prudent zeal againſt the fins 
exveMot others. Convert our fear into a timo- 
then rouſneſs to offend, and an awful reverence 
for-MWof thy ſacred Name: Let all our affections 
len, Wbe turned into Charity, that our Hearts may 


—-e —- 


th: deũre nothing but thee, whom we may ſafely 
om love with our whole ſtrength, whoſe Hea- 


ao ven we may covet, and fear no exceſs. 


O thou, whoſe bliſsful Viſion is the Joy 
on; of Angels, and ſovercign Happineſs of all 
de- thy Saints. Oh that our Souls could love 
are; thee without limits, as thou art in thy ſelf 


ous} infinitely amiable : That we could fix all 
that our thoughts on thee, and never take them 
and off from the Memory of thy ſweetneſs. At 
ll leaſt, O thou fountain of eternal. Bounty, 
this} that flows ſo freely with perpetual Bleſſings ! 


ne-M let every day we receive of thee, {till ſet a- 
xd, part ſome portion of it ſelf, ſeriouſly 1 
TI ag ditate 


20 


our rude Anger into a ſeverity againſt our 
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thy holy Spirit, to enable me to ſubdue ani 
mortify all my corrupt affections and viciui 


und hatred, envy and malice, pride ans Us 
and diſcontent; and from whatſoever is ob. 


red by Chriſt Jeſus. O let thy Grace conti. 
wually prevent and follow me, that all the 


The Prayer. Part VN IV 


ditate on thy infinite Mercies, and heat 
rejoice in thy glorious Rewards; Merci 


that give us all we have, and Rewards th E 

exceed all we can deſi re. 1 
The Prayer. 

n | ; FEEDS, | | . 

a r, God, who alone canſt order 1h Dp 

4 unruly wills and affections of ſinful mM.) 

_ wouchſafe me, 1 beſeech thee, the aſſiſtancesj;n4e 


enclinations, that I may abandon every eu 
way, which is inconſiſteut with the enjoymen 
of thy favour, and it may be the very buſineſ 
of my life to purify my ſelf as thou art pure; 
From all inordinate cares and fears, from ſet: 


ſual luſts aud brutiſh paſſions; from anger 
nity, falſencſs and diſſimulation, murmuring 


poſite to thy bleſſed Nature and Will decla- 


thoughts and defigus of my mind, all the af. 
fedtions and paſſions of my Heart, and all the 
ations of my Life and Converſation may be 
ſuch, as thou wilt approve, accept, and re- 
ward, for the fake of thy well-beloved Sou 
Jeſus Chriſt y bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 
LLC. | e 


MEDI 


rt IV. On the Fall of Man. 233 


On the Fall of Man. 11 

3 1 

n. v. 12. Wherefore as by one man fin 11 

£ h eatred into the world, and death by fin; ſo 1 

en eh paſſed upon all men, for that all haue 11 

ce % a 1 | | Wi 

nne. 11 

_ I. = [ 

(0 7 Nhappy Man! at firſt created juſt and 1 

ew righteous, as every Work comes fair 1 
2m the hands of God; at firſt endowed 


nh Dominion over the Earth, and, which 
Leih more, with Dominion over himſelf! 
er an was to have ſpent a few pleaſant years 
i Earth, and then have been tranſlated to | By 
% Wc Heaven of Heavens: But all thoſe pri-. = | 


A hy r 
— 


eges did the fooliſh Creature loſe, by do- 1 
i one guilty and needleſs act; by eating 1 
lte Tree of Knowledge of Good and . 
u, and therein diſobeying the Law of 1 
7 5 juſt Creator. 10 1 1 
rhe Unhappy Man has now forfeited all 8 | 
le Wood, and expoſed himſelf to the invaſſn 
"Wi every Miſery : By this one ſinful act our pi! 


it Parents ruin'd themſelves and all their 


" oſterity with them: From thenceforth our 11 
Podies were doom'd to diſſolution, and 1 
ademned to return to the Duſt from HK 
E N whence 4 
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whence they were taken: From thencenquer 
our Appetites became brutiſh and ſenſyWeath, 
and rebellious againſt the Laws of right Reaildret 
ſon; the mind of Man is now detitute 
its moral. excellency, and the glorions 
mage of God is defac'd. The Apoſty 
Spirit that tempted to the Sin, has infe&: 
our Nature with _ 958 reſemblance, 
Thus are we Wretches become liablet 
all thoſe ſickneſſes and pains that infect o 
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Bodies; and to thoſe violent Paſſions I Cr 
Diſorders which diſtemper and torment ndert: 
Minds: By this one Sin the favour of d how 
God was forfeited, and we are all by Mea 
ture the Children of Wrath. We are «Wy 01 
paſed to the T'yranny of the Devils, whiW'g ou 


we live, and liable to partake in their tor 
ments,. when we die. OO 
But when our great guilt had proyok 
the divine Anger againſt us, then did 0 
Miſery move his Compaſſion ; he pitied ti 
poor Creature, undone by its own folly 
His infinite Goodneſs pitied the many Tho 
fands of Souls, which one raſh act of 0 
firſt Parents had undone; and when thi 
might expect to hear from his Juſtice an 
_ reverſible Sentence of Condemnation, the! 
did his wonderful Mercy condeſcend ti 
comfort them, by making the firſt prom 
of a Mighty Saviour: A Saviour that ſhoul 
conque 
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nquer him who now hath the power of 
heath, and who is become Ruler in the 
nildren of d 0 

For thou, O adorable Son of God, Son 


hou didſt undertake to redeem us by an 


Creature to help us: then didſt thou 
ndertake to ramſom us from our Miſery. 


flow free, how unmerited, how diſin- 
Med was this thy Love! preventing not 


ny our deſires, but our 23 ſurpaſ- 
g our wiſhes, as well as our deſerts. 


In the fulneſs of time, O kind Redeem- 
thou didſt deſcend into this miſerable 
orld. And while here, thou wenteſt a- 
but doing good, and diffuſing the light of 
ſaving inſtructions : by taking the Hu- 


oe Divine, thou didſt put thy ſelf into ſub- 
F onÞ-ction under the Law; and by thy ſpot- 


jed all the demands of the Law for us; 


thy Life, and our Sins are atoned for by 
y precious Death: Thy death upon the 


Ins of the whole World. 5 
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o-eternal and Co-equal with the Father: 


uing way, which will be the eternal won- | 
r of all thy moſt intelligent Creatures. 


gleſſed Son of God, thou didſt undertake 
help, when it was not in the power of 


an Nature into a perſonal Union with 


ls Life and patient Death thou haſt ſatis- 


o that believing in thee we are righteous 


roſs was an All-ſufficient Sacrifice for the 


Gate, and ſtrait the Path to Bliſs, and fe 


the infinite Merits of thy Death? O letu 


-— EY „ wy 
: - — — 
. reer ere. S J 
2 . . . . .. _ . * 


O ſpotleſs Lamb, once ſlain for us d 
the Croſs, have Mercy on us, ungrateft 
Wretches; be thou our powerful Advocatt 


Generations adore his Providence. Fro 
the beginning his Mercy hath {till laid mean 


236 On the Fall of Man. Patt! 

Lord what a happy change has thy cot 
ing wrought ! what glorious Effects has t 
Doctrine produced! Narrow was once th 


IV: 


PI ord: 
amil1cs 
ls to b 
ſpired 


there were that found it. Once in a pon h not 
lous City, not ten Righteous were found ie En. 
and on the whole Earth but eight that wHHing \ 
layed ; But now we ſee many, with a ſtroh ne 630 
and generous Love, endeavour to run afHve 5 
_ thee in the ways of thy Commandment. me 
Whence, O bletled eſs, could this ſtrgfcred 
Improvement come? Whence eould then ar 
Blefſings ſpring, but from thy holy life, ui di 


keep alive in our hearts the Memory of th 
Death, and do thou apply to our Souls: 
the Virtue of thy . . 


But, 
thoſe 
ney! 
erſor 
oice 
s in 
Meth. 
numb 
inſtru 


with thy heavenly Father, and ſolicit 
thy Merits his Mercy for us; offer thy f 
cred Self before his Throne, and turn awa 
the Wrath we deſerve for our Sins. Ma 
every Age ſing Praiſes to our God, and al 


2 „hei 
to raiſe us to thoſe bleſſed Objects whie * 
are above our Nature. At firſt he create ang 


Adam with all neceſſary Knowledge, " 
: the 
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1 ordained the Patriarchs to inform their 
milics: Afterwards he charged the An- 
s to bring us his Commands, and often 
ſpired the Prophets to declare his Will, 
hen he had done all this, and found it 
t enough to guide untoward Man to his 
je End, what did he then to fave the pe- 
ing World? O ſtrange exceſs of the di- 
ne Goodneſs! He ſent even his own be- 
pred Son to dwell among us, and teach 
me way of Salvation: to teach us that 
cred Art of training up our Souls for Hea- 
en, and fitting them for a bliſsful Union 


? * ith himſelf. Wh = 
85 But, O thou King of glorious Sweetneſs, 


rhoſe flowing Tongue dropt Milk and Ho- 
ey! We were alas, not happy to behold thy 
erſon, not our Ears -worthy to hear thy 
'oice! yet e'er we were born, thou hadit 
s in thy Thoughts, and didſt provide a 


inſtructing them in thy heavenly Doctrine, 
thee, and witneſs to all Nations thy ſtupen- 


dous Work. Thou didſt verify their Miſſion 
with the Power of Miracles, and inflame 


and ſealed it with their own Blood. 


Method to ſupply that defect; ſelecting a 
number of choice Diſciples, and throughly 


that they might keep alive the Memory of 


their Hearts with the Fire of thy Spirit; over 
all the World they proclaimed thy. Goſpel, 
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- O 7 glorious God, the Almighty Creu 
manifold are thy Works! O Lord, in Wiſai 


hon haſt made the 1 Inhabitant of ih 
lower World; thou breathe 
breath of Life, and he became a living Sul 
thou madeſt him little lower than the 4 
gels, that thou mighteſk crown him wi 


Lord and chief Good. Thou gaveſt hin | 
Lau which was holy, juſt and good, that ifi 


„ 


from his Innocency and Happineſs, by tum 
ing from thee his God; and by one [Wan Si 
entred into the World, and Death by Sn 
But when we thus forſook our God, the Roc 
of our Salvation, thou didſt not utterly fir 


Sake us; when we had loſt our ſelves, and | 

Siu became thine Enemies, thy Mercy pitied. ©: 
g, and gave us the promiſe of a Redeemer . 
who in the fulneſs of time aſſumed our Nap00 
ture, fulfilled thy Law, and ſuffered fur ourve C 
Sins: Him haſt thou exalted to be a Fray ler 
1 | . 


© V 


The Prayer. 
* 


and wiſe Governor of the World, h 
haſt thou made them all; but it is Man aul 


aſe into his body ii 


lory aud Honour; thou madeſt him in thi 
Image, and gaveſt him all thoſe excelit 
Powers by which he was fitted to know ani 
love, ſerve and enjoy thee, his ſovereig 


obeying. thee he might attain to full, Felicn) 
But fooliſh and ungrateful Man quickly fl 


C 
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PART V. 


MEDITATION I. 
Wedneſday's Weekly Faſt. 
. Luke xviii. 13. And the Publican landing 


licit 
y e afar off, would not lift up ſo much as his 


tur} eyes to Heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, 


4 Sin ſaying, God be merciful te me a ſinner. 
Hir . „„ 

—_— cc v 
; for YOntider, O my Soul, our good God 
ad b created Man, that he might never want 
telſon eternal Subject of his Mercy; that he 
mer ght have a Being to which to impart his 
NaFÞÞoodnels, and diſtinguiſh from the reſt of 


oute Creation, by greater inſtances of that 
rinceſllerey which is over all his works, And 
and | 


when 


r 13 


„ 9 4 
* 


4 = 3 * * oy - E _- 
3 2 n 8 
TC 


eee 


ere e , e 2 e EAR wor 4 * "A 


poſe to be the Saviour of them that we 
_ loſt: and that he might be ſo, has conſtit 


 Repentance. 


that he ſhould turn from his ſin and be [i 


CCC 


_ wed; and can I think thou canſt contradid 


ßperiſh, when thou haſt ſaid, Thou would 
have me return and live? Thou gaveſt th 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhout 


264 Fedneſlays, &c. Pun v 
when Sin had made a breach betwixt Gif 7 
and Man, and his Mercy might have ! 

Place to the ſeverer Attribute of his Jultidcely t 
his Wiſdom and Power were ſet on wo 


to reſtore Sinners to a poſſibility of: c 
Mercy they had 1h forfeited. 


He gave his Son that they might not 3 
rifh ; ſent him from Heaven to preach { 
pentance and Remiſſion of their Sins, af 
was content he ſhould die, to capacia 
them to live; and the bleſſed Jeſus, that 
might be the Image of his Father's Lowe a 
Goodneſs, as well as Glory, came on puſiſſeſign 
ent ! 
erit 
or de 
ut m 
ff; þ 
y lea 
n ing 
ns, 
nccep 


ted an Order of Men, to beſeech Sinn: 
in his ſtead to be reconciled unto God, wt 
with an undiſtinguiſhing Goodneſs has te 
der'd a Pardon to all that return to him 


. 
Thou, O God, haſt told us, That th 
deſireſt not the Death of a Sinner, but rat 


thy ſelf, or believe *tis thy Will I ſhoull 


nd 
uot periſh, but have everlaſting Lite; antes 
Vouldeſt bade all men come to the kitoculed eee 
| 1 


ut V. The Prayer. 2675 


all I diſtruſt that 3 that is thus 
eely tendred to 1 orld? 

'Tis true, I am a Sinner; but 'tis ſuch 
at need, and "tis to ſuch that God has ten- 
red Mercy. I am a notorious offender ;; 
t'tis for ſuch Chriſt has died. IT am wea- 
and heavy laden, and my iniquity is great- 


ial briſt has promiſed 8 5 


de O my God, let me never fruſtrate the 


eſigns of that Mercy which alone is ſuffi- 


erit that is enough to ſave the World, 
or doubt of that Goodneſs which nothing 


f; but let thy ſparing and forbearing Mer- 
n ingenuous ſorrow and grief for all my 


ns, ſuch as thou haſt required and wilt 
icept. „ 


e ſi The Prayer. 
radid | | 
10ull I 


10 God who diaf ſererel puniſh our firfs 
f 1 0 Parents for eating FS. forbidden fruit, 
„0nd haſt recommenged to us the neceſſary Du- 
tres of Abſtinence and 17 Grant, I be- 

i 


an 
/edreeech thee, that by o Tug ligently thy 4's 


thy Truth, that they might be ſaved; and 


than I can bear; but *tis to ſuch that 


ent for me. Let me never queſtion that 


Wut my own Impenitence can deprive me 


y lead me to repentance, and work in me 


Practicr of thy Church, I may correct i 
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ly Diſcipline propoſed to us, in the Laws ol the 


nd the 


Levities, and revenge my Exeeſſes, and ier; ir 

due my irregular e ee nd the 
Temptations: of the Enemy, and ſecure mii thee 

Perſemerance, and daily proceed to new d. ulnels 

grees: of Virtue and Devotion, till in the a a 
of wy Life, 1 recei de the end f my L ahour That > 

the Salvation. of my Soul in thy heavenh aid fo 
Kingdom, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt th * 1 
Ou 1 


Son, to whom with thee ani the Holy Ghi 
be Honour and Glory, World without end 


hy de 
Amen. 


Men; 


111 ͤ —— . 0 
MEDITATION IL fu: 
Fridays Weekly Faſt, © _ 
Matth. xvii..21. This kind goeth not out, but and] 
= by prayer and faſting. onen 
N 3 faith 


F I deſire and am reſolved to be a Chi- Nuco 


ſtian, I muſt in the firtt place renounce ride 


my ſelf, I muſt mortify my carnal Luſts and 00k 


worldly Affections. This I am told by Chriſt thy 
himſelf; and if I do not believe him, why Nen 


do I call him Lord, and profeſs to truſt in I S0. 


him as my Saviour? But if do believe him, “ 
; 2 ; : 217 
why do I not act accordingly? 6b 


I 


bart. IV. Chrift and the Soul. 243 


n thee I find the Providence of a Father, 
nd the tender kindneſs of an indulgent Mo- 
ner; in thee I enjoy the protection of a King, 
nd the rare fidelity of a conſtant Friend ; 
n thee I poſſeſs whatever I want, and thy 
ulneſs exceeds even my utmoſt detires ; 
hou art, O Feſz, my God and all things; 
hat can I defire more? already enough is 
aid for them that love, and know the va- 
que of thoſe precious words: what couldſt 
hou ſay, dear Lord, more ſweet than this! 


Men? 
JK — 
O ſweet and charming words, my God 
and all things ! ſweet in exceſs to thoſe that 
Waſte them; not to the corrupted Palates of 
he World, who reliſh nothing but the food 
ff ſenſe: Words that revive the fainting 


and joy. O may theſe bleſſed words dwell 
on my Tongue, and live for eyer in my 
faithful Memory : Where-c'er I am in this 
inconſtant World, and whatever buſineſs 
Ince Neutertains my hand; {till let my inward eye 


and ook up towards thee, and fix its ſight on 
brit Nthy glorious Face. Still may I with and 


why long for that happy day, which opens to my 

ſt in Soul ſo bleſt a view; where I ſhall ſee and 

im, Ino longer darkly believe, that thou, O Lord, 
ort my God and all things. 
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hy delight is to be with the Children of 


Wind, and fill its darkeſt thoughts with light 
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greater than himſelf, O let us be guilty d 


bend my Knces before the Throne of thy Gract, 


244 De Prayer. Part I at] 


"IX; . 
What ſhould the Captive wiſh but Liber. 


ty? or the weary Pilgrim but to be at ref! Ar 


What ſhould the Sick deſire but Health? aſs. 5 
what can I deſire but to be with my God? 


It is the greateſt Charity that God himſelf chiefs 


can beſtow, ſince God can beſtow nothing 


no more ingratitude to ſo gracious a God, 
nor any more neglect ſo glorious a Majeſt). 
Away falſe pleaſures, Sin and Vanity; forthe 
God of Holineſs hath touch'd my heart; he 
has himſelf gone in, and taken full poſleſſ 
on, and ſeal'd.it up for his own Service, 


The Prayer, : IS 

„ 1 
ATOR wg God, who not only permi. = 
zeſt but doſk encourage, nay command 

us to make our Requeſts known unto thee, and 


Haſt promiſed by thy bleſſed Son, that what 
> Mike asR ir Malle, if it be expedient n 8 
for us, we ſhall receive; aſſiſt me with thy 7 
Grace, ſo to advert to zhe All-ſufficiency andi] ,, 
Almighty Goodneſs of thy divine Nature, and | 
zhe miſerable Indigency of my own, that Imyl , 
have a due value for this iueſtimable Favor ; 


and be ſo much my own Friend, as often 10 


FN 


aud lay my Supplications before thee, 
4 1 


IV; ut IV. Againſt Temptations. 245 
5 Is. - 


if thy holy Spirit, that it may become a Houſe 


of Prayer, and a fit Habitation for thee my 
tions, and mental Breathings towards thee my 


lemn Returns both of publick and private 
Devotion: And may a full Aſſurance of Faith 
uud holy Traportanity always accompany my 
Addreſſes zo thee, that fo 1 may not be ſent 
empty away, but receive a gracious anſwer to 


jelty. 


and the advancement of thy Glory, through 
Jeſus Chriſt y Redeemer. Amen. 


and L Againſt Temptations, 


_ 1 Cor. x. 13. There hath no Temptation ta- 
ſl $22 you but ſuch as is common to man; 
17 But God 1s faithful, who will aot ſuffer 
i 39% to be tempted above that ye are able; 
127 but will with the Temptation alſo make a 
oa, 1 ay to eſcape, that ye may be able 10 bear 
a to 1 . | 


Ome, let us now call off our thoughts 
from ranging abroad, where they but 
II. | M 3 3 loſe 


| Do thon prepare my Soul by the infpiration 


God. O may I be frequent in pions Ejacula- ; 
chiefeſt Good, and conſtant in the more ſo- 


el. [al Petitions, to the relief of ny Neceſſities, 
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2 46 Againſi 7 emptations. Part IV. r IV 


lofe themſebbes, and proſtrate our ſelves U (tain i! 
fore thee, O Lord, freely confeſſing our o or 
milery, and in the loweſt poſture of afffid ruth; 
ed Pilgrims, humbly implore thy mercy. Buſood, 
we alas, thy helpleſs Orphans, how are veHreme 
leit in the midſt of our Enemies? To hoy 


many dangers is our life expoſed? with hon We 
many Temptations are we round beſet? Wh new 
= „ II. e Wreaths 
_ Temptations in meat, Temptations inſſÞ:ves, 
drink, I emptations in converting, TemptaWrial ? 
tions in ſolitude, temptations in buſineſs Wiſpar 
Temptations in leiſure, Temptations in riches It loſe 


f the 
one 
in thi: 


_ Temptations in poverty; all our ways are 
ſtrowed with . ſhares, and even our own 
ſenſes conſpire againit us. Whither, O my 
God, ſhall our poor Souls go, encompaſſed 
with a body ſo trail, and a world ſo cor-MConſ 
rupt? Whither but to thee, O gracious God! Wal N 
whoſe Grace is able 978 ready to aſſiſt us. 
Aſſiſt us with thy Grace, O eternal Wiſ-N skill, 
dom! and direct our ſteps in thy ſafe way; Ncecd 
and {till lcad us on towards our happy end. ble t 
Give us the eye and wing of an Eagle, to I diou 
ſee our danger and fly from it. But if we Cros 
muſt necds engage our Enemy, and no means Ethou 
left to eſcape the Encounter, ſtrengthen vs, my 
O Lord, to perſevere with courage, that we I con 
never be wanting in our fidelity to thee: ¶ tien 
Convince us, O bleſſed Feſws, into this firm N vou 
Belief; And may our memories faithtully N that 
1 ps 3 5 eta cru 


VB TV. Aainſt Temptations. 247 


S be etain it, whatever our ſenſes ſay to deceive 
Owns, or the world to obſcure fo beauteous a 
it rath ; that thy ſelf alone art our chiefeſt 
bu rod, and the enjoyment of thee our fſu- 
© Velreme felicity. 5 75 
how . 

how we have heard perhaps ſome melancho- 
news of ſudden ſickneſſes, or unexpected 
 Weaiths; but do we fear to be ſurpriſed our 
elves, and provide betimes for that day of 
rial? We meet with accidents enough to 
liſparage this world; but do we really feel 
t loſe credit in our hearts? Does our eſteem 


are of the other grow ſtrong and high; and cve- 
Wü xy one faithfully tell his own Soul, it is not 
im in this poor World thou muſt expect content, 
led nor hope to enjoy a perfect reſt; but a good 
ae onſcience is a continual Fealt, and a peace- 
Od! | 


ful Mind the ante-paſt of Heaven? 
1 Order thy whole affairs with the utmoſt 
Vit- Skill, and, which is ſeldom ſeen, let all ſuc- 
ay, Weecd ; {till thou ſhalt find ſomething to trou- 
nd. ble thee, and even thy Pleaſures vill be te- 
to Wdious to thee : where-cver thou goeſt, ſtill 
we ECroſſes will follow thee, ſince wherc-ever 
ans thou gocit thou carricſt thy ſelf. Who then, 
us, my God, is truly happy? Or rather, who 
we comes neareſt Happineſs? He that with pa- 
ee. tience reſolves to ſuffer, whatever his endea- 
im vours are not able to avoid. Happy is he 
Ily Þ that delights to ſuffer, and glories to be like his 
an crucify'd Saviour,  M 4 VX. 
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can afford: and take it as a pledge of 
the Dying, but we hope to ſee the glory d 


ſhall hear him pronounce this Sentence ti 


#740 thy Maſter's Foy. 


| N . 
have met this day, or rather forget ſuch in. 
pertinent things: what have we ſcen, but 
_ diſtracting vanitics? and what brought home, 
wie felt our minds diſturb'd ? how often ei 


we frowardly throw our ſelves down, and 


art IV 


hen tl 
lo W 
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148 Againſt Temptations, Part! 
N 5 
When thou art come to this, my 80 
that thy Croſſes ſeem ſweet for the loye 
Jess, think then thy ſelf ſublimely hapy 
tor {ure thou haſt found a Heaven upq 
Earth; at leaſt, the beſt Heaven this Earl 


better to come. This is, alas, the Land d 


God, in the Land of the Living; where yt 
e fc 
ord 
4Qutec 
withir 
Dncen 
ovide 
eſſed 
d ev 
atienc 


thoſe chat love him, Mell done, thou gu 
and faithful Servani; I gave thee tio Ti 
tents, aud thou haſt gain'd two more, ent 


VII. 
My thoughts, run over the paſſages you 


put unprofitable Fancies? How often har! 
dangcr'd by unhappy Accidents ? Sometime 


like fullen Children, will not ſtand. Some: 
times the tempeſt throws us down, and 
ike weak Children, we cannot ſtand ; yet are 
We venturing ſtill among the ſnares, enticed 
by the appearance of ſome preſent delights. ; 
= L VIII. + ccept 
Ve weary our ſelves with running after el, 
fies, Which are hard to catch, and trifles 
355 5 „„ 


AL 


I art IV. The Prayer. 249 


hen they are caught; this we perſue, and 
low that, but nothing we meet can fill 


Soul 
We ( 
? 


the World we live in, which our own 
perience too evidently proves; the eye is 
ot filled with ſeeing its varieties, nor the 
r with hearing all 3 harmony. 

Remember this truth of the World we 
pe for, made ſure to our Faith by the 
ord of Jeſus; the Eye hath not ſeen ſuch 
auteous Glories, nor has the Ear heard ſuch 
wiſhing Charms, nor can the Heart it ſelf 
dnceive ſuch infinite Joys, as our God has 
ovided for them that love him; as our 

eſſed Feſus has purchaſed for his Servants, 
d even for thee, my Soul, to crown thy 
atience. Wherefore in peace lay down 
"Wy head, and reſt ſecure in the protection of 
nav; God, whoſe mercy ſo graciouſly has 
| "Fngled thee out, and ſo ſtrongly eſtabliſhed 
"Sy hope on himſelf, — . 
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Ge 5 

iced , Lmighty God, the ſtrength of all them 


hte. that put their truſt in thee, mercifully 


cceyt my Prayers, and becauſe through the 
veakneſs of my mortal Nature I can do no 
5 M good 
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good thing without thee, grant me the huh 
of thy Grace, that I may withſtand the Tem 
tations of the Wirld, the Fleſh and the I); 
v1, and with a pare Heart and Mind fi 
tow thee the oaly On Ag 3 
Prevent me, O Lord, with thy moſt gi 
cious Favour, and further me with thy cu 
tiuual Help, that in all my Works begi 
contiuued, and ended in thee, I my glorifyt 
holy Name, and finally by thy mercy obta 
everiaſtiag Life, through Jeſus Chriſt u 
Lord. Amen. re hos 


r 


— 
*— 


MEDITATION VIL 
+1 Of @ good Life. ; 


Pet. ui. 10. For he that will love life mi 
fee good days, let him refrain his tong 
From evil, aud his lips that they ſpeak 1 
guile. 1 1 8 
Hue are they, O Lord, who have | 

much Employment, that there remain 

no room for idle Thoughts. Happy are the 
who have ſo little Buſineſs, that they wal 

not time to attend their Souls: Happy je 

more are they, who in the midſt of the 

Work can think ſometimes of the 1 

e N > a 
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ards above; whom nothing diverts from 
at chief concern of ſeeking to make their 
lection ſure; but while their Backs are 
wed down with Labour, can freely raiſe 
their Minds to Heaven, and while they 
e tied to their Beds with Sickneſs, can yet 
ove on towards _— eternal Reſt. 
Often they rejoice with themſelves alone, 
d filently ſay in their contented Hearts; 
re we, alas! are narrowly contin'd, and 
ir Time entertain'd with trivial affairs; 
vt hereafter we expect an unbounded en- 
gement, and the ſame glorious Office with 
e bleſſed Angels: Here we are ſubject to 
II. thoatand Miteries, and the moſt proſperous 
' Wic is vain and ſhort; but hereafter we ex- 
ct an infinity of Joy, and the ſolid Plea- 
res of Heaven for ever. 5 
VVV . 
We too, O gracious Lord, who now a- 
re thee, and in thy Preſence repeat theſe 
ords : We humbly pray thee guide us in 
e ways of Virtue, that we neyer incline 
d any yicioas extreme; deliver us from 
e ſtormy Sea of buſineſs, and the dead 
Vater of a flothful Life, left we be caſt 
way by forgetting thee, or become Ccor- 
ted by neglecting our ſelves; make us, 
Woinctimes at leaſt, recolle& our Thoughts, 
09 much ſoever our Condition diftracts 
s: Make us look up with Confidence in 
. Ms thee 
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ons depreſs us; make us look up to th 
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thee our God, how low ſoever our Affi 


Manſions of Bliſs, and feed our Souls wit 
this ſweet Hope. The day will come whe 
out of this dark World, we ſhal! joyful 
aſcend to that beauteous Light: The Dy 
will come, and cannot be far off, when 
ſhall reſt for ever in oe Boſom of Bliss. 
Whither, O my God, ſhould we wand 


our Hearts, if not directed by thee? Hon 


great is thy Goodneſs, O Lord, which tha 


haſt laid up for thoſe that love thee ? when 
O thou boundleſs Occan of Charity! wher 


will thy overflowing Streams ſtay the 


Courſe! We and our ingratitude ſtrive tf 
oppoſe thee, but nothing can reſiſt thy A 
mighty Goodneſs. s 2” 
Happy, O Lord, are they whoſe ve 
Buſineſs is thy ſacred Service; who not ol 
ly beſtow an interrupted Glance, but ſteadi 
fix their eyes on thee; who not only vil 
thy Houſe ſometimes, but Night and Dt: 
dwell in thy Preſence : When the Sun riss 
it finds them at their Maſter's Work, alt 
when it lets, it leaves them at the ſame {we 
Task. Every place is a Church to them 
and every day is a holy Sabbath; every 0 
ject an occaſion of Piety, and every act 
dent an exerciſe of Virtue, 
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Do they behold the beauteous Stars? they 

eſently adore their ou Creator. Do they 


ok down on the fruitful Earth? they in- 
intly begin to praiſe his Bounty. Let Wars 


Di a Tumults diſturb the World, they paſs 4 
en rough all as unconcern'd, and ſmoothly 14 
ifs, Jo on in their regular Courſe; looking ſtill 1 


p to that glorious Life above, and enter- 
Mining this preſent in Hope and Solitude, 
What at laſt they may gain what they have ſo 
ng deſir'd, and hve for ever in eternal 


lory.. 

5 „ 

When they depart ſometimes from their 
roper Center, if they leave for a little 
rhile their belov'd Retirement; it is to aſſiſt 
nd give Life to others, and inflame. ſome 
old or lukewarm Heart. While they are 
abroad, they are ſtill with thee, and nothing WT || 
an divide them from thy dear Preſence; Fl! 
hen they return {till devout and innocent 1 
thou receiveſt them as familiar Friends, an 
freely admitteſt them to thy ſecret Sweet- 
nels. Thou giveſt them a taſte from thine 
til own full Board, and overfloweſt their Heart 
„ au with the Wine of Gladneſs. 
ſwe e e | 
then Often they feel a little Beam from Hea- 
y oi ven {trike gently upon their Hearts, and 
acc fill their Breaſts with Light; often that gen- 
tle Light is kindled into a Flame, and 9175 
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ly burns with pure Deſires ; Deſires thatfi ecki, 
mount up, and aim at thee, the Center oi he 
| all their Hopes. O happy ſtate of dera Hab 
4 and pious Souls; who are free from M ee 
1 Cares and 1'umults of this World, free fro ody 
1 the dangerous Allurements of Sin, and pepe 
| tually fe licited with Engagements to Virtue e of 1 
who ſeldom fall, or quickly rife, and mak” << 
ſwift Advances in the way to Heaven; w "17%" 
live in Peace, and die with Confidence; ani bol 
then go to ſing — 2 Choir of Angels. vet 
a ON We 3 $7 N he's 7 | 


earts. 


hee 
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O bleſſed God! who governeſt all thing 
in perfect Wiſdom, and aſſigneſt every on 
his proper Place and Task; if thou art pla 
ſed to diſpoſe our Lives, in circumſtanecs 
leſs favourable than theſe: O let thy pom 
erful Hand ſupply our Wants, and lead us 
on in our low Path; that at leaſt afar of 
we may follow them, who ſtrive to tre 
ſo near thy ſteps; ſo ſhall we arrive at the 
rich inheritance of that holy Land: So ſhall 
we gladly enter thoſe bliſsful Gates, and 
dwell for ever in the City of Peace. ne 1 

| han 
rue 


x 35 1 py | | ii 
0 Lord, thou lower of Souls, for whom they eſs, 
o were made, and in whoin alone they cat 

be happy; there is none I have in Heaven upon 
bee, wor va Berth beſides thee, who art the 


Pee rfectios 


The Prayer. 
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Dain of Wiſdom, Power, aud Goodneſs; 
1 the Fountain of all the Good that is in 
Happy are thoſe holy Souls who have learnt 
thee to live Soberly, Righteouſly, and 
ddly in this preſent World, and whoſe 
arts by that means are full of the bleſſed 
he of Immortality hereafter ; aud of thy ten- 
care of them while they are here. There 
nthing ſo deſirable, as to be holy as thou 
t holy in all manner of Converſation. I 
Y thc perfection of our Nature, the end of 
Being, and the true Satisfaction of our 


lat fl 
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1rtue 
make 
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glreouſueſs and trac Holineſs. 
Vn „ 

ancelify 0 bleed God, give me ſuch a lively ſenſe 
pon eſe things, and ſuch earneſt defires after 
ad 
1 erpetual delight as well as ſtudy, to give 
treue he Honour hat is due unto thy Name; 
it then love thee with all my Heart, and Soul, 
ſhall 
* ee in my Mind; to hope in thy never ail. 
Wi Mercres, and to rejoice evermore in th 


ind and moderate Deſires : Let no covetouſ- 
eſs, no ambition, or love of any pleaſure be- 
ray me to diſhonour Thee, hurt my Neigh- 
bour, or abuſe my Self. Grant this O mer- 
jul Father for thy dear Son's ſake Jeſus 


they 
can 
N but 
+ the 


2 to 


earts, to have thy Image formed in us in 


be attainments of them, that it may be my 


nd Strength; to preſerve au holy Fear of 


Love, and that good Hope, which are better 
han Life ir ſelf. Eudue me, good Lord, with 
rue humility of Spirit, with a contented 


Ctrit our Lord, Amen, MEDI 
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his eternal Counſels: every accident m 


| a ſtep towards our glorious End. If ou 
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MEDITATION IK 
On Contentment. 

1 ; Tim, vi. 6 But Godlineſs with Cont 


ment is great Cain. 


1. T us ſit down in peace, O my Son! 
and reſt ſecure in the boſom of Pronfi 
dence; let us not diſturb the order of tha 
Mercies, which our God has deſigned us 


be turned into a Virtue, and every V irtue\ 


Affairs ſucceed, let us praiſe our great bl 
nefactor, and think what he will give 1g 
hereafter, who does ſo favour us here; ii 
they miſcarry, let us yield to the Will = 
Heaven, and learn by our Croſſes in thi 
World to love the other; whatever happel 
to us, this ought to be our conſtant Rule 
to provide for the other Life, and be coll 
tented with the _ 
Tris not in this poor World thou mult | 
expect thy Happineſs : It is not here we cal 
hope to enjoy a perfect Reſt : Order th 
whole Affairs with utmoſt skill, and which 
is ſeldom ſeen, let all thy deſigns ſucceed; 
till thou ſhalt find lomething to trouble thee, 


and 
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d even thy pleaſures will be tedious to thee: 
hereſoever thou goeſt, {till Croſſes will 
low thee; becauſe where-ever thou goeſt, 
du carrieſt thy Self. Who then, O my 
od, is truly happy in this World? Or, ra- 
x I ſhould ask, who comes neareft to 
pineſs? He that with patience reſolves 
ſuffer, whatever his honeſt endeavours 
Soul not able to Ou. e 
* Many of thoſe. we envy, as thinking 
mm far leſs Sufferers than our ſelves, 
dk with envious Eyes on us, and do but 
ſemble their grievances more handſomly 
n we, not find them more eaſie than 
rs: Shall we not patiently accept a lit- 
evil from him that hath given us ſo 
ach good? Shall the being without ſome 
711 Me thing that we need not, more ſenſibl 
1 id us, than the having all that we need? 
Wotateful Wretches ! The common bene- 
5 that we all enjoy, deſerve tne thankſ- 
ings of a whole Lite; the Air we breathe 
the bright Sun that ſhines upon us, the 
ater of the bounteous Earth, that do 
mull faithfully ferve us; the exerciſe of our 
eculhiſes, and the uſe of our Reaſon, if not 
r thi cellency, at leaſt in ſome good de- 
yhichhee: All theſe things, O Lord, thou ge- 
ceed ally aitordeſt both to the good and to 
there bad; and for the leaſt of theſe none 
and E 
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can praiſe thee enough. What ſhall we ſy 
then? Can we yet with any Juſtice con 
plain, becauſe ſome few perhaps are mor 
proſperous than we? Should we not rathe 
look down on the many below us, and 
thankful to ſee our ſelves more favours 
than they? . „ 
e IV. 


Had we ſome deſperate Canker breeding 
on our Face, or ſome noiſome Leproſ 
ſpreading over our Skin, (theſe we mi 
all confeſs are incident to our Nature, at 
much more than theſe is due to our 9ins 
What would we then give to be as wi 
now are? How gladly would we exchany 
them for a moderate affliction ? Did wi 
conſider the Good we undeſervedly enjo 
and the Evil we ſuffer not, but deſene 
and others groan under, we ſhould rech 
every evil we are free from, as ſo man 
new fayours.! Did we diligently emplo 
our ſelves in reflecting upon God's Mer 
cies, and our own Guilt, we ſhould fi 
little leiſure, and leſs reaſon to condol 
our Afflictions, but ſhould divert our com 
plaints upon our ſelves, and be aſtoniſe 
at God's Goodneſs in continuing his Bie 
fings in deſpight of all our provocation 
and at our own baſeneſs, in continuin 
our provocations in deſpight of thoſe Ble 
lings. pe . : 
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day not in thy heart, had I that fair E- 
te, or were I entruſted with ſo high a 
xce, I ſhould know how to contrive 


takes. Tell me how doſt thou manage 
ne own Employments, and fit the little 
om thou filleſt 'in the World? Do thy 
edinfches make thee more wiſe, and gene- 
prof 
mu 
„ ap 
ins 
5 M 
hang 


verty make thee humble, and faithfully 
our for thy little Family 2 Doft thou in 


ntentedly ſubmit to its ſevereſt decrees ? 
nſt thou rejoicingly ſay to God, O my 


d Mea Creator] I am glad my lot is in thy 
nia d.; Thon art all Wiſdom and ſeeſt my 
ſen rt, thou art all Goodneſs and delighteſt 


eckol 
man 
nplo 
Mer 
1 fil 
Ndol 
com 
nine r ho. willeſt is always leſt. If there- 
Biel if be %% Mill I foould be in darkneſs, 
tion 0 bleed ; and if it be thy will I ſhould 
uin = light, be thou again bleſſed. If thou 
 BlefW*ch/afe/t to comfort me, be thou bleſſed; 


reliede me; under thy Providence I know 
7 * 


my advantage ; if thou wilt have me ob- 
re aud low, thy bleſſed will be done; if 
1 wilt load my back with Croſſes, and 
litter my days with Grief or Sickneſs, ſcill 


4 if thou wilt afiid me, be thou ever e- 


\ uually 


ngs better, and never commit ſuch groſs 


fly aſſiſt the innocent poor? Does thy 


ry ſtate give thanks to Heaven, and 


n ſafe ; whatever befalls me, thou guideſt 


w thy Hefſed Will, O Lord, be dine; 


260 The Prayer. Pan 
qually Bleſſed. Still govern thy Creatm: 


thine own bleſt way. Place where-ever i 
pleaſeſt thy other favours, but ſecure ti; 
Soul a Portion in thy Love: take from! 
what thou pleaſeſt of the things thou | 
lent me; but leave, I beſeech thee, in 
heart the poſſeſſion of thy ſelf: Let other 
prefer'd and me neglected; let their Afi 
ſucceed, and mine if thou pleaſeſt miſcar 
i am willing to endure whatever tho | 
pleaſed to lay wpon me: And defire to re 
the Good and Evil, the Comforts and 
Croſſes of this Life, with the very ſame l 
ſentments of Mind, ”— N 
All that I beg is the eſtabliſhing 

Heart in the way of thy Commandment 
and, ſo long as I ſwerve not from Ti 
and Righteouſneſs, ſecure my Soul, 
for the reſt do thy pleaſure, for thou 
wile, and juſt, and good, and ſuch, I! 
| ſure, are all the methods of thy Pro 
dence. N 
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The Prayer. be 1 


wane 
1. 3 
Y MoPt bleſſed God, the ſupreme Govern” 
0 of the 7 ks art e * 
thy Wiſdom, unſpotted in thy Fuſtice, , yp 
Es 1 ITrre fiigt) 


.. 

ſſtible in thy Power, and whoſe Goodneſs 
* St xf > what thy wiſe and 400 
gives unto it: 1 praiſe and adore thee 
thy infinite Bounty to all the World, and 
all thy Favours vouchſafed to me thy ſin- 
Creature, who am not worthy of the leaſt 
ard from thee, whom I haue ſo much neg · 
fed, and whoſe Love aud Clemency I have 
I often abuſed. 1 . 


Pardon, I beſeech thee, all my neglects of 
6 unthankfulneſs to thee, and ps a= 
nf thee, and ſettle in me an unmoveable 
th in thy infinite Mercies, a conſtant love 
7 chearful affection to my duty, and a 
ineſs of heart to obey thee, and to ſubmit 
thy wiſe appointments in every condition, 


5 


thy infinite Wiſdom and Gooaneſs, that 
may be perfectly ſatisfied under all the 
ents 5 Iſſues of thy Providence; and 
atſoe der thou art pleaſed to order for my 


be the reſult of thine infinite Wiſdom and 
III. 


Aſiſ me, I beſeech thee, with ſuch a 
me my Temper and Conſtitution, and th 


Tens 


eſerve in my mind ſuch an high eſteem 


tion, Lord, help me to be perfectly con- 
med and well pleaſed with it, believing it 


eaſure of thy Grace, that Religion may be- 
M 9/40 my Foy and Pleaſure, my full Ce: 


«B+; . „ 


262 The Prayer. 
tent and juſt Satisfadion ; that I may al 
take upon me and bear the Crofs of (l 
with a pliable ſubmiſſive Frame and Te 
of Spirit, a free, ſincere, entire Obediem 
his Laws, and learn of him to be meeky 
towly of Heart, ht I may find reſt y 

my Soul. Upnro thee, O Lord Jeſus, In 
mend my ſelf, I truſt thee with my He 
my Eſtate, Friends, and all that I have; 
lot what thou pleaſeſt for me, let it ben 
ne according to thy Will. Not my Wil 

thy Will be douve. Amen. = 


Part 


—— 


WP 


rt IV. The Prayer. 239 


| a Saviour, to give us Repentauce and 
niſſion of Sins. O that Men would there- 
e praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, and 


Men! = 
8 | 


«lt Med be God, and bleſſed be that Mercy, 
1 ch hath done ſo great things for us, O be 
ö j 


im me; never ſuffer: me to abuſe thy 
ries, nor to turn thy Grace into Wanton- 


; but give me ſuch a ſenſe of all thy glo- 


4 ſerve. thee with all the powers of my 


blood of thy everlaſting Covenant, make 


ill, working in me that which is pleaſin 
thy ſight, through the ſame Feſws Chrift 


MEDI 


his wonderful Works to the Children 


aſed to work that in me which thou expedt- 


us favours, as may engage me to love thee, 
|: And do thou, O God of Peace, that 
dughteſt again from the Dead our Lord 
45, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro? 


perfect in all good Works to do thy 


whom be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Phil. iv. 13. Tcan do all things through Ch 


1 may find him in the filence of Retireme 
Where the noiſe of this World can no v 


verſe together; that I may unfold befo 
3 gracious Lord, to be happy here? what 


take, I ſeek my wah ow 


inſtruct me, and ſhew my Soul its true Fe 


thy firſt endeavours the Kingdom of Heaven 
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MEDITATION u 


that ſtrengthens me. 
HO will give me this happy faval 
'YV that I may find my God alone: 0 


interrupt us? where my God may ſpeak! 
me, and I to him, as deareſt friends co 


him all my wants, and freely ask the Chili 
rity of his Counſel. - What ſhall I do, On 


do to be happy hereafter ? Nature alreal 
has thus far taught me, that in all I unde 


But I have cauſe to fear I ſhall miſt 
that Good, and ſet up an Idol inſtead ity w 
thee, unleſs thou my God, vouchſafe Mio 


licity. Hearken, O my Soul, how the etet 
nal Wiſdom gives the advice; and let ever] 
word ſink deep into thy Heart. Seek wiſe 


and all things elſe ſhall be added to thetFhe e 


h 


WI God, ad all things elſe ſpall conſpire 


thy happineſs. 
i 


| All theſe, my lips confeſs, are excellent 
ruths, but when, O my God, fhall my 


ercome my Paſſions, and guide them ſo, 
at they may draw me to thy ſelf ? While 


hold, dear Lord, I offer them all to thee, 


thy Grace, leſt they violently carry me 
ray from my duty: Wean thou my Heart 


on things above; that I may hunger and 
rſt perpetually after thee, and thoſe glori- 
Wis promiſes thou haſt made to thy Servants ; 
at my whole Soul may ſeek thee alone, 
nee thou alone art all my Heaven. | 


at fill thy head? O with what ready Cha- 
iy would he then inſtruct thee, and let thee 


ome thy familiar gueſt, and dwell with thee 
perpetual Joy. Lord, thou muſt enter 
Writ, and chaſe thoſe fancies away, and con- 
rate my Soul a Temple to thy ſelf; take 
ou an entire poſſeſſion of it, and ſuffer not 
ne euemies of my peace to return. Do thou 

5 ! rule 


— 
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ve with thy whole affections the enjoyment 


e confeſs them? When ſhall 1 perfectly 


$cy are mine, alas, I cannot govern them; 


d thou direct and govern all their Motions 


om all the Vanities of this World, and fix : 


When, O my Soul, ſhall thy God find 
ee alone, free from all thoſe buſy thoughts 


ito his bleſſed Secrets? Himſelf would be- 
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and abſolute Lord; for thy Government js 
What haſt thou promiſed, gracious Lord, 
in him. O bleſſed words, if once my Soul 
is my Refuge in all Temptations ; He is ny 


Comfort in all Diſtreſſes; He is my Securit 


give greater than it ſelf? And what can an 


unſteady Soul once united to thee, or once 


| how would all other Company ſeem dull 


242: Chriſt and the Soul. Part Iy 
rule and reign in me, as my ſovercign King 


mild, and thy Rewards are infinite. 


to him that receives thee with an humble 
Love? All that's contained in thoſe {ſweet 
and myſtick words, He dwells in me, and 


can ſay, He dwells in me, and I in him; He 


againſt all my Enemies; He dwells in me, 
and I in him; what can an infinite Bounty 


empty Creature po Prone than his God? 
O glorious God, my life, my joy, and 
the only center of all my hopes! were my 


had reliſhed the ſweetneſs of thy Preſence; 


and tedious, and the whole world be bitter 
to my taſte? How would my thoughts cleaye 
faſt to thee, and gladly ſeal this everlaſting 
Covenant? If thou, O Lord, wilt dwell with 
me, my heart ſhall continually attend on thee; 
night and day will I ſing thy praiſes, andall 
my lite long adore = mercies. a 
Thou art my only hope, O bleſſed Feſus, 
and thy favour alone is all things to my 
4 l 
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thappily do I forget that thou art my Maſ- 
and I thy Servant; that my chiefeſt bu- 
jzfs is to do thy Will; and that my great- 
Happineſs as well as Duty, is to obey 


wet] © | 
nd e? Is it not becauſe I alfo forget that: 


du didſt redeem me from a moſt wretched 
wery ? That thou didſt pay an immenſe 
ice for me? That thou becameſt a Ser- 
t for me, before thou requireſt any ſer- 


fore thou didſt intreat my love? : 
DS PS pon TEC SG 1 
But, O my gracious God, I have not only 


my times; ated: contrary uhto them: My 
s I muſt confeſs are both very many and 
ceeding great; frequently repeated; and off 
Ig continuance. TI have abuſed Mercy, 
d may therefore expect Judgment; and 


where ſhalt I have a Peace- offering Which 
aſting 
1 with at is thine already; and I can ſuffer no- 
thee; ing but what I have deſerr TC. 
Tri TR NE "7 | | 

Il am told, nothing is more acceptab} 


* 


+ + 


na broken Heart; but can an Heart pol- 


Jeſu ſd with Guilt, and enflaved to the Pow- 
me: of Sin, be a fit Sacrifice for ſo glorious, 
Ii holy, and pure a God? Can he like that 
l which 


0 my bleſſed Lord, how frequently. ane 


efrom me; and that thou didſt firſt love nie 


rotten my Obligations to thee, but have 


at can I now plead to avert the Sentence, 


ay not be deſpifed J can give nothing but 5 


a. 
— ey 


. 
R 
. 


— 


| which I abhor? Yes, he hath aid it, wi 10 


O my God, enable me, I beſeech thee, 


7:7... PEEL AREA 42S AI ARE Is 


thou wilt receive me into favour again. 


thy Book that I have ſinned, ſo therein 
judge and puniſh my ſelf, and endeait 


the Merits of thy precious Blood; and 
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beſt knows what will pleaſe himſelf; i 
value it, it is worthy ; for the worth of 
thing is to be judged by his eſtimate of 


preſent thee with ſuch a broken and « 
trite Heart, as thou haſt cequired, and \ 
accept. e op 


Sf DO on Ie 
Lord, had J offended any earthly Pri, 
that had Power over me, in that grien 4 by 
manner that I have offended thy divine! 4 oy 
Jeſty ; I ſhould be loaded with Irons, 16% 
caft into a Dungeon, and never be admit 13 

to ſee his Face, or to beg his Pardon. .. 


thou giveſt me liberty, and inviteſt me 
plead for my ſelf; to come and proſu ]“ 
my ſelf at thy Feet, to implore thy Mer 
to retract my Folly, and ſhew how m 
I am grieved for it! And if I am ſincere 
this, I am aſſured of thy Pardon, and 


. — 
Lord, I beſeech thee, as it is written 


it be regiſtred, that I truly repent. TI 


what I can to undo and recall it again. 
the Penance I here perform, my Sighs 
Tears, my Prayers and bitter Sorrows, 9 
lify me for thy Pardon, and entitle me 


|| 
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love to thee be proportionable to my 
ns, and thy great Mercies, that I may hear 
at bleſſed Voice; much is forgiven thee, 


no more. 


The Prayer. 
) Bleſſed Jeſus, who by thy holy Doctrine ha/? 


y Prin taught us to faſt, and watch, and pray, 
prient 4 by thy blefſed example powerfally 8 
ine H 1 to follow thy ſteps; I beſeech thee 
ns, M ichſafe me thy Grace, fo to mortify my bo- 
dm / withdrawing the fewel from my un- 
n. h paſſions, and to reduce my immoderate 
me / to the meaſures of neceſſary refreſhment, 
rolf my mind may the better be diſpoſed fur 
Meurer and Meditation; and T may ſo de- 


thy Church, that I may eternally rejoice 


ncete 
7) thee hereafter in the Kingdom of thy Glo- 
— „ where with the Father and 4 Holy 


hoſt thou liveſt and reigneſt ever one God 
orld without end. Amen.  * 


VS, ( N 3  MEDEF 


auſe thou loveſs much; and I may go and 


utly celebrate here the Faſis and Feſtivals 
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nd Moderation as may better enable me 
or thy Service. But on all Seaſons and 
ccaſions of Faſting preſcribed either by thee 
r by thy Church, make me impartially ſtridt 
nd ſevere to my ſelf, in communion with 
hy Saints, in ſorrow for my Sins, and in 
emory of thy -Sufferings ; denying my ſelt 
ot only pleaſant Bread and palatable Drink, 
ut all manner of Suſtenance, for a time pro- 
portionable to my Frailty, (in conformity to 
ine Example, who in thoſe days gilt eat 
othing) as a juſt acknowledgment how un- 
orthy I am of enjoying the Privilege which 
he firſt Man's unruly Appetite forfeited in 
Paradiſe, and as a fit occaſion to remind me 
e 12gring and thirſtiug after Righteouſneſs, 
hy the ſenſe of my * Wants. 
And whenſoever thou giveſt me Grace or 


Devotion; help me, I beſeech thee, both to 
ſanctify my Retirement by Prayer and Faſt- 


that I be not judged of the Lord; in puniſh- 
Ing my ſelf that thou mayſt ſpare me, in re- 


may be turned b me. 

Grant that by a lively Faith I may ſo me- 

ug ditate on the Myſteries of thy Life and Paſ- 

on, that thoſe Scourges which rent thy ſa- 

Fe cred Body, thoſe Thorns which pierced thy 
ug EO OO precious 


Leiſure to retire my ſelf tor the Exerciſe of 
ing, and to ſpend my time i fudging my ſelf, 


turning from my Sins, that thy Judgments 
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precious Head, may penetrate my hard u 
unrelenting Heart: make me truly penita 
and willing for the love of thee to undey 
All that Mortification and Self-denial whil 
is requiſite for the ſubduing of my Lf 
And whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe thee to inſpi 
me with holy thoughts and reſolutions, incli 
my Heart chearfully to follow the Motion 


of thy bleſſed Spirit, that I may never incu 
the Guilt of reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt. 


O my dear Jeſu, be thou my Company i 


Solitude, my Food in Faſting, and the pre 
Joy of every Feaſt I celebrate: Be thy din 
Graces my choiceſt Viands, and thy Laws u 
Study, thy Works my Praiſes, thy Merci 
my Enjoyments, thy Majeſty my Fear, tif 
Love my Comfort, thy Wiſdom my Inſtruc 
tion, thy Goodneſs my Guide, and thy fact 


\ Preſence my Guard all the Days of my i 


grimage in the Wilderneſs of this World. 


The Prayer. 


O Holy and ever bleſſed Lord God, who hill 


commanded me to wait upon thee in ſt 

cre: : Grant that I may behave my ſelf ſo! 
thy Preſence, that thou, who ſeeſt in ſecre, 
mayſt vouchſafe to reward me openly. Tak 
from me, O Lord, all worldly Thoughts, at 
give me grace ſo to ſet my Aﬀections on tles 


tV. 
d thing 


Tempt 


aw the 


gieſty; 


au 
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4 things above, tha: none of the Charms 
tall 7; yy onhgya of this World may be able t 
mow them downs Nu ä 7; 
Make me ſincere in all my Duties, and let 
not decetve my own Soul: For thou, O Lord, 
ſt not be deceived with a careleſs, and for- 
al, and lifeleſs Performance of them: Thou 
e rireſt truth in the inward parts: O purge 
from all H. poeriſy and Inſiucerity, and 
aut I may make my Approaches to thee witha 
werence ſome way anſwerable to thy awful 
geſty; a Contrition anſwerable to the Great 
and Number of my Sins, and that, while F 
in thy Preſence, I may do nothing which 
oy diſhanour thee, 3 my own Soul. 
Give me Grace to uſe ſuch Abſtinence that 
gy Fleſa my be ſubdued to the Spirit; teach 
' to uſe this Act of 46 3X 5a fo, that it 
ay become an Act of Re (gion, and be a 
ans of improving me in all Piety and Ho- 
jeſs and Virtue : Forgive ail my Frailttes 
Imperſectiuns, and be not ſtrict to mart 
at I have done or ſhall do amiſs, but deal 
th me according to thy Mercy and Loving- 
dueſs, and accept my impenſect Service, 
the ſaxe of Jeſus Chriſt r Bleſſed Lord 


Saviour. Amen. 
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MEDITATION VV. 

C y Bon 
Monday before Eaſter. 

Luke xxii. 2. Aud the chief Priefts and Str 


ried 1 

leaues 7 
ſought how they might kill him, for i 
feared the People. „ 


me 10 
or C 
0 my 
en n. 
Deatt 


| 5 . 

CN Bleſſed Jeſus, who didſt inſpire thy! 
\ J ly Prophets to forete] thy Sorro mere 4+ 
and publiſh them with exact care, by hy; conf 
only {peaking thy words, but the more an, 4 
affect us, ſometimes putting on thy perſaÞ.,zj. . 
O let our Eyes run down with Water, a orn, i, 
our Hearts faint away with Grief, While, 

remember the Sufferings of our Lord, 74 

hear his ſad Complaints. 
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| II. 


pd my Cheeks to thoſe that pluch'd off the 
air: I turned not away my face from ſhame 
d ſpitting : enemies ſpeak evil againſt 
e; they lay, E. n Hall he die, and his 


a cauſe; they have rewarded me evil for 
od, and with hatred they have requited my 
de. „„ 


Bones are out of joynt; my ſtrength 15 
ried up like a Pot ſherd, and my Tongue 


r Comforters, but I found not one. 


0 my God, my God, how far haſt thou for- 
ten me | thou haſt brought me into the duſt 


ot confounded; but I am a worm and u0 
aan, a reproach of Men and deſpiſed of the 
eople ; all they that fee me, laugh me to 


* n, they ſhoot ont the Lip, and ſhake the 


I gave my Back to thoſe that ſcourged me, 


ame periſh? Tea, my familiar Friend, who 
d cat of my Sod” ho hifted up his heel 
rainſk me. They compaſſed me about with 
rds of hatred, and fought againſt me with 


I am poured forth ike water, I am taken 
ay as 4 ſhadow when it dechneth; my 
eart within me is as melted wax, and all 


leaves to the roof of my mouth; I expected 


me to pity me, and there was none; I lo 


Deaths our Fathers cried unto thee, and 
pere delivered, they truſted in thee, aud were 


1 / r 
1 
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Lead, ſaying, He truſted in God that he 
Wold ſave him, let him deliver him if be 
| N delight 


— 

De” > i " 8 * INIT » rn N . — —ͤ OR — 2 — em ea * 
- — ER. a 2 . —_— C — — — 

2 "IB "tr N — , n 


aa. - La * a 
rere 
e — 


— 
— 


3 33% MOVEE. 3 . 


— . — — 


276 Monday before Eaſter. Part Nut V. 
delight in him. Be not far from me, 
Lord my Strength, for Trouble is nigh, al 
there is none to help me. OY 


The Aſſemblies of the wicked have inclſi 
me abunt ;, they pierced my Hands and 
Feet; I may tell all my Bones; they guy 
and ſtare upon me, they part my Garmen 
among them, and on my Veſture they «© 

Lots; they gave me Gall to eat, and in i 
thirſt Vinegar to drink. All theſe ſad thin 
O Lord, thy Prophets foretold, to prepa 
our Faith for ſuch Truths; all theſe inde 
they expreſsly foretold, but could there if 
_ found ſuch wretches 7 would act them? 
Ves, O my God, thine own ſelected Ni 
tion conſpired againſt thee, and after inn 
merable Affronts moſt barbarouſly murthe 
£d thee. This too, even this thy cruel Deal 
thou plainly fore-ſhewedſt ; The inhabit 
of Feruſalem ſhall look on me whom t! 
| pierced. But, O you holy Prophets! Wi 
was the diſmal Cauſe that ſhed the Blood 
this ſpotleſs Lamb? He had (they quick| 
anſwered) done no iniquity, neither was gui 
found in his mouth. He was cut off jri 
the Land of the Living; for the tranſgreſſi 
ef the people was he ftricten. He poured i 
his Soul te Death, and he was numbred wi 
zhe Tranſgrefſors: He bore the ſins of ma) 
amd made Inierceſſion for the Tee 


ol 


All we 
id on h 
wunded 
our e 
as up. 
led. 

) Lord 
thy L 
pon th! 
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irt V. Monday before Laſter. 1277 
. 

All we lite ſneep have gone aſtray, and God 
id on him the Iniquity of us all: He was 
winded for our Toenſe 
r our Sins: The Chaſtiſement of our peace 
as upon him; and by his Stripes we are 
led. O how adorable are thy Counſels, 
Lord, how ſtrangely endearing the ways 
thy Love! O bleſſed Feſz#, who tookeſt 
pon thee our Infirmities, to beſtow on us 
y own perfections! heal us thou great 
hyfician of our Souls; and let us fin no 
ore, leſt a worſe thing befall us. Heal 
5 by the Myſtery of thy holy Incarnation : 
—_— 

ES EE 
Heal and fave us by the precious Blood 


hee the ſweet and- ever bleſſed Name of 
jeſus; a Name ſignifying thy kind defign 
hich was the ſaving of thy People from 
heir Sins. Strengthen our Faith in thee, O 
ord, by thy wondrous Miracles ; confirm 


ell 
Wur hope, and inflame our love by thy kind 


> 


wand meritorious Paſſion. Heal us, O thou 


Treat Phyſician of our Souls, and let us fin 
o more, leſt a worſt thing befal us. 


The 


. - —— EA — 


reſſions, and bruiſed 


ſtruct us by the meekneſs of thy humble 


f thy Circumciſion, when thou tookeſt upon 
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art V 


ord, he 
4 Spir: 


The Prayer. 


| TY | ab 1 
5 0 Lord God, whoſe Power it infinite, Myreſſe- 
8 g's ſuch as canuat endure the beni orig 

ing any thing that is unclean ; How fpalWſpor,. 

ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, preſume to preſent ifffgrance, 
fel before thee! When l loak on the wileWpoe at 
my Nature, and the finfulneſs of my lf! the: 


i Ca nor chufe but cry ous, and ſay, Io« i 
me, I am undone, I am of polluted Lips: 
dery Prayers I make #0 crave pardon for 

Ss, are ſtained in the uttering, aud n 


weeds add to my Tranſgreſſions, if thou | 


Juſtice ſhouldſt — aud examine them. 

But, O Lord, thou art a God of infin 

Compaſſion, who wouldſt not the Death if 
Sinyer, but rather that he ſhould be conven 
ed and live; thou haſt not only allowed Mm. 
but commanded. me bo call pon thee in alli . 
Troubles and Diſtreſſes; thou haſt promi frane 


forgiveneſs to all thoſe that with hearty Rept 
tauce and true Faith turn unto thee ; in ul 


dieuce therefore to thy Command, and encou E 
ged by thy Promiſe, I here proſtrate my | . E 
before thee, renouncing all Merit aud Trig << 

Confidence and Aſfiance in my ſolf,, aud rt P * 
ing only on thy Mercy and the ſuvereign Me us 
diation of my Lord ow 3 Jeſus Chrilt des 
Iuth : 


O Lord, hear thine own Son for * 
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d, hear thine own Spirit in me, that bleſs 
4 Spirit of thine which makes interceſſion 

ne with Sighs and Groans, that caunot be 
preſſed. Pardon and forgive all my Sins, 


ſpon, of Thought, Word and Deed; of g- 
rance, Iufirmity, or Preſumnption, which I 
we at any time committed 77 thee ; 
ul them to the Croſs of Chriſt, th q 
Ver riſe up in Judgment againſt me, either 
ſhame me in this We or ld. or condemu me 
the World to come. Amen. 


— 


—_— 


MEDITATION v. 
Tueſday before Eaſter. 
om. v. 8. But God commendeth his Love 


towards us, in that while we were yet 


* 7 


fianers, Chriſt died for us. 

F 
'Y Paradiſe, and our gracious Lord has 
ccived us into his own Kingdom: He has 


t up a Kingdom of Grace on Earth to pre- 
are us for his Kingdom of Glory: We 


horiginal and actual, of omiſſion aud com> 


at they may. 


— — SY 
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E by diſobedience were | baniſhed from. 


ander*d up and down in the Wilderneſs of 
kor, and he has guided us into the way of 
ruth ; We were by Nature the Children 

VVV ot 
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and he went up himſelf and open'd them t 
all Believers, diſſolving for ever the Terr 
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it V. 
of Wrath, and he has mediated our Peu infinite 
with his offended Father: We were becom Hall out 

the Slaves of Sin, and he has bought our E 
Freedom with his own Blood: We were excel 
bondage to the Dominion of Satan, and! theſe 
has overcome and confin'd his Power: Mrch ov 
were in danger of ſinking into Hell, and hg to 
has ſaved us from that bottomleſs Pit. Me gi 
Gates of Heaven were ſhut up againſt uſe give 


» | 
ory, 2 


() ma 
| ever 
y Serv 
love 
aiſe, n 
2d, m 
Lore 
ember 
iſdom 
comp 
eſt in 
auſe © 


iced ( 
ly Re 


of Death, and rendring it now but a aflat 
into Life. ** . 


O deareſt Lord, who madeſt us firſt « 
nothing, and reſtoredſt us again when v9 
had undone our ſelves ; who wouldlt at i 
ny rate redeem us from Miſery, at any rat 
procure our Felicity; how came we Wretche 
to be ſo confidered ! how came we Sinner 
to obtain ſuch Favour ! that from thy Thron 
of Glory, where Seraphim adored thee, thou 
fhouldft deſcend to our Earth, where Slave 
affronted thee. Dh | 
85 CCC | Roy | 
That thou ſhouldſt lead a Life of Poverty 
and Labour, and die a Death of Shame aur Lo 
Sorrow; that thou ſhouldſt do all things for _ 
ſuch vile Creatures as we are, without the This 
leaſt Concern or Benefit to thy ſelf; only this « 


to raiſe us up from our humble Duſt, ad with 


tet us to ſhing with thy glorious Ange cateſt 


t V. Tueſday before Eaſter. 281 
infinite Goodneſs! the bounteous Author 
[all our Hopes, and ſtrong Deliverer from 
our Fears! What ſhall we ſay to this 
exceſſive Charity? What ſhall we render 
theſe thy unſpeakable Mercies? If we 
rch over all we have, we can find no- 
ng to return thee, but what thy ſelf haſt 
ly given us. If we ſearch over all thou 
given us, we can find nothing thou ex- 
eſt, but that we uſe thy Gifts to thy 
ory, and our own happineſs. a 


O may our Souls perpetually bleſs thee, 
d every minute of our Time be ſpent in 
Service. Let us not live, O Lord, but 
love thee, nor breathe but to ſpeak thy 
aiſe, nor be at all, but to be thine. Pro- 
xd, my Soul, to celebrate the Praiſes of 
Lord; go on with freſh attention to re- 
ember the Mercies of thy God, whoſe. 
Widom has contrived to ſave Mankind by 
compendious a Method, as may be ex- 
eſt in one ſhort word : He ſaw the onl 
auſe of all our Ruin, was our Love miſ- 
ced on this preſent World: He ſaw the 
emily Remedy of all our Miſery, was to fix 
ander Love on the World to come. 
This therefore was his great Intent, and 
this concentred all his Merits, to poſſeſs 
with Love, the end of Faith, and the 
eateſt of all Divine Graces, to hang _ 
| ials 
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terngl Life; that we might firmly bel 
_ thoſe ſacred Truths, which God hin 
_ ample, that we might chearfully imitateth 


came at laſt obedient even to Death, that 
might patiently. ſuffer whatever ſhould be 
us, When God himſelf was fo treated hy. 


and ſtrain our utmoſt force to gain it. 


that he might Gere in us the Life of Ch 
rity, and raviſh our 


rt V. 


Biaſs of our wrong: et Hearts, by eft:n{ſ$", and 
ing in us new Motives of Charity; ſuch more 


| thoſe 
our E 


Dus Je / 
5 found 
hou ar 
d Loy 


[By Lc 
keepi 


might ſtrongly incline our aflections, 4 
eftectually draw us to Love our true God 
ſuch as might gain by degrees upon all M 
Kind, and render Salvation eaſie and unin 
fal: For this he came down from his 
ther's Boſom to teach us the Rules of u 


hath told us. 


3 . 5 aud. 
For this he convers d ſo long on our Rui: God 
to encourage and excite us by his own Heath te 


e fear C 
Heirs 
r that 
red of 
ge ſole. 
In neye 
& WOL 
great 
Wan 


Thus 
reco! 
0 Ca 
toring 
uns o 
s one 
cat v 
dne, 


Virtues which he had practiſed: For thil 
endured ſo' many ſharp Afflictions, and 


Creatures: For this he ſo often preached( 
the Joys of Heaven, and ſet them before! 
in ſo elear a Light; that ſeeing ſo rich a ft 
hang at the End of our Race, we might n 


ar Lees | > 
For this he ordain'd all the means of Grad 
and left the Sacrament of his Body and Bloo 


] earts with the ſwectnd 
of his Preſence : For this he aſſumed tho 
ſtrange endearing Names of Friend, and Br 


the 
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r and Spouſe, to us poor Wretches ; do” 
7 more for us, O wondrous Love! than 
| thoſe Names import, and far more than 
our Hearts could wiſh. Bleſſed, O glo- 
bus Jeſu, be the Wiſdom of thy Me ercy, that 
5 found ſo ſweet and ſhort a way to ſave ns. 


d Love the Wa, 8 Happineſs. 
By Love we fulfil. all thy Commands, and 


ard. Tas ve we are reconciled to thee 


1 to Life 5 we are deliyered from 
e fear of Belt o we are adopted to 
Heirs of Heay ay 12 we are diſpoſed 
r that bliſsful Viſion: Þ Love we are ſe- 


n never deny himſelf to thoſe that love him; 
would their very 0 heb be the cauſe 


great Miſery, unge the 
want of what it es. 


record of thee, in Expreſſions ſuited to our 


toring all things and repairing again the 
uns of Mankind; all is exactly verified by 


Wicat with Joy; Heaven is attained by Love 
nc, and Loye alone by thee. 15 
ne 


hou art, O Lord, the Cauſe of our Love, 


keeping thy Commands there is great re- 


y Love we are tranſlated from 
& of the Enjoyment of our God, who b 
e ſole Pertection of his own — Goodnelſ 85 
ry of a You! is 


IX. | 
1 Lord, whatever thy holy 3 
u Capacities ; whatever they ſay of thy 


is one Line, which may our thankful Hearts 
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= 0 Lora, I confeſs that I am unworthy 70 00 


Nature, I have juſt cauſe to cry out with 


of my Soul; but I have defiled my ſelf yet mu 
ahrſe by my own actual Sins and wicked (ſoy art 


Laws, and a neglecting of that Good wh 


it V. 
Runs 
Spiri 
ft th, 
role c o 


Diſobe 


The Prayer. 
CEE, 


before thee, or to receive any favour fi 
thee; for when I reflett on the Pollution of if I come 
this 7 
„ an, 
iched? 
je Mer 


Leper, I am unclean, Iamunclean ; zz 
by original Corruption, which like a Lei 
hath over-ſpread all the Powers and Faculi 


zoms, which throughout the whole courſe 
my Life I have 9 8 againſt thee, 
O Lord, what has my whole Life been 
4 continual violation of thy juſt and rights 


has been fer unto me? I have commitiWe ſour 
much evil, who might have received niſſe aſh; 
good, finn'd in much preſumption againſt tom p 


in thy Nature, in thy Attributes, in thy NaWomir 


in thy Word, in thy Worſhip ; and againſ: 
Neighbour, in all thoſe Relations wherein! 
haſt placed me. „ 

III. 


O Lord, my Sins have not only been milling m 


plied, but aggravated by theſe Circumfi 
ces of Knowledge, of Love, of Mercy, ani 


Judgment; they have been Sins of a crin 
Dye, becauſe tov often committed againſt 4 
| | wit 
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tons of Conſcience, NN the motions of 
Spirit, againſt the Truth of thy Word, a- 
ft the Wooing of thy Love, againſt the 
rokes of thy Wrath, ſtill hardning my heart 
Diſobedience and * againſt thee. 


I come therefore, O Lord, into thy Preſence 
this Time, diſclatming my own Righteouſ- 
and abhorring my ſelf for all my former 
i ickedneſs ; and only in thy Name, and for 
je Merits, and through the Mediation of my 
ar Redeemer Chriſt Jeſus, in whom alone 
ox art well-pleaſed, I beg thy gracious Par- 
, and I beſeech thee not only to pardon my 
ms, but to afſiſt me with thy Grace, that ! 
4 ſubdue and mortify all my corrupt Af 
ons, and finful Inclinations. Create in 
ea clean Heart, O God, and renew a 
ontrite Spirit in me. Make my Heart to 
: ſound in thy Statutes, that I may never 
e aſhamed; keep back thy Servant alſo 


om preſumptuous Sins, let them not have 
Van Yominiorr over me! Then ſhall I be up- 
Ul ght, and I ſhall be innocent from the great 


ranſprefſion; the Words of my Mouth, 
nd the Meditation of my Heart ſhall be 
ccepted in thy ſight, O Lord, my Strength 
nd my Redeemer. Amen. 


M E D1- 


286 5 „„ 
1 | 


bleſſed Memory! We negligently forget th 


concerned? Thus we again crucify the Lord 
of Glory, and put him afreſh to an open ſhame. 


t V. 
this, O 


t we a 
red M. 
fe the 


MEDITATION VI. 
 Wedneſtay before Eaſter. 


„ t {tran 

John xi. yo. If is expedient for us that u 

ſhould die for the Drtple, aer the wil = 

Nation periſh. 6 Home 

8 how does the World requite . = 
LL Love! how ungrateful are we to th,” 


| alout 


facred Paſſion, or, which is worſe, our di "Pk 
renew thy Sufferings. While we deprive iges“ 
thers of their Right, what do ve elſe but dg = 
veſt thee of thy Cloaths ? While we deligit my 
in Strife and Schiſm, what do we, .elſe buſy. 8 
rend thy ſeamileſs' Coat? If we deſpiſe f. 
leaſt of thy faithful Servants, are we not Belie: 
ſo many Herods that ſcorn'd thee? If we Fer 
for fear proceed againſt our Conſcience. - 
how are we better than Pilate that unjulthſl,.;? 
condemned thee ? wit „ 
_ © By forſaking thy Will to follow our own ws 


) 


| eee fav. 

do we not chuſe a Murtherer before thee? 

by retaining a ſharp and bitter Malice, do 
we not give thee Vinegar and Gall to drink? 


d he: 
nm 


thin 
er ] 
us ? 
lent 


by ſhewing no Mercy to the poor afflicted, 
do we not pals by the Croſs as Strangers un. 


2 15 
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his, O wretched and ungrateful Creatures 
it we are, is this tlie Duty we pay to the 
red Memory of our dear Redeemer? Are 
ſe the Thanks our gratitude returns to 
tr itrange exceſs 1 * Saviour's Love? 
hen we fat in darkneſs, he took us by 
Hand, and kindly led us into his own 
ght: We ſought not him, but he came 
Im far to find us; we look'd not towards 
n, but his Mercy called after us; he cal 
| aloud in the words of melting Tender- 
5, why will you periſh,. O. you Children 
Men? Why will you run after empty. 


WF? Return, O you dear-bought Souls, and 
ill receive you; repent, and tho" youad 
Wy crucified me, I will forgive you. . 


"Wer for thee : Rely on him and he will 
thy ſecurity ; Love him and thou ſhalt 


take of his Satisfaction and Merits : Be. 
mble and he will exalt thee : Repent, and 


"S favour of our God, if we can butieſteem 


fes, as if there were no Joys above with 


Believe in Jeſus, O my Soul, and he will. 


will forgive thy Sins. Never let us doubt; 


d heartily deſire it; he that ſo freely gave 
nimſelf, will he not with himſelf give us 
things elſe? Is not his painful Life and 
er Death a ſufficient Pledge of his Love 


* =_ „ 0 | 
3 us? Is not his infinite Love to us a ſaf- 
7 * 
4 V. 
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d to eternal Death; long fince our guilty 
als had been ſnatch'd away, and hurried 
n to everlaſting Torments ; but thy gra- 
Mus Mercy has reprieved our Lives, and 
eien us ſpace to ſue out our Pardons. Thou 
mit the Propitiation for our Sins; and not 
al ours only, but for the Sins of the whole 
lo orld. e 

1 f | | VIII. | 

lo Now is the time of acceptance, now is 
Day of Salvation: Let us demean our 
ves as the Servants of God, in faſting and 
zying, in watching, patience and charity: 
vidhw is the time of acceptance with thee ; 
Li is che Day of Salvation for us: now 
us mourn for our former Offences, and 


eaWng forth Fruits worthy of Repentance. 


ault = in 
del The Prayer. 
exXall 4 7 7 


bod who ſenteſt down, iu the fulneſs of 


us time, thy Son Chriſt Jeſus to ſave the 
ihrla from Rain, into which Adam's fall 
us N plung' d it; that by dying for Sinners, he 


e bee // redeem us from eternal Death; fill my 
hat / 1 beſeech thee, with a deep admiration 
re NW his thy exceſſive Bounty, and with a fer- 
its. I Love of thy ſelf, whoſe Love hath thus 
unded toward us. 
t will MW. Los 
end grant that this infinite Love of thine 
C 0 may 


N nl wt rms er 22 
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Maſter's Precepts and Example, that I m 


make tt my conſtant endeavour, to obey th 


Holy Ghoſt, liveth and reigneth one Gul 
World without end, Amen. 


Luke xxiii. 21. But they cried, ſaying, Cr 


of Feſws, thoſe painful labours that he free 


to walk with us worms in the Duft; wha 


tYV. 
ir litt! 
ir leaſt 


There. 


may ſo powerfully endear to me my heave 


one and 1:aitate the other, till a perfedt Ing 
of thy San be formed in me; grant this, | 


merciful Father, for the ſake of Jeſus Chill in W 


thy Son, our Saviour and Redeemer, who i 


dur bot 
ous Ca 
tew th 
at ſaw 
d hear 
Irable 8 
ett He 
attern. 

race n 
) thee | 
four! 
ple 0 
Thy : 
peculal 
y Mir 
erſe v 
owed 

d inftr1 
aved ; 
e diſe 
bſolve 


ed upon the Croſs for our Sins, and roſe agu 
for our Juſtification, who with thee and tl 


IS 
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MEDITATION VII. 
Thurſday before Eaſter. 


cifie him, Cruciſie him. 
A A Y God, who can complain of doin 
IVI too much, if they conſider the labou 


ly undertook, and the humble task he ft 
mildly ſtoop'd too? When he might han 
flown on the Wings of Cherubim, he chok 


he might have called for Manna from Ht 
ven, in the ſweat of his brows he would eVorId 
bis Bread; when he might have made td Dri 
Angels his Foot-ſtool, he rather became tif ours 
Servant of his Parents, living with Pond 43 

: 1 _ ther Lo 


1 


4 
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cir little Cottage, and readily obeying even 
ir leaſt e „ 

There, in that humble Privacy he increaſ- 

| in Wiſdom, and grew in Grace and Fa- 
jur both with God and Man; {till by his 
ous Candor gaining the Love of thoſe hap- 
few that ſaw his Lite. Happy they were, 
at ſaw thy holy Life, O glorious Je 
d heard with Joy and Wonder thy incom- 
rable Sayings ; that felt a gentle motion ſtit 
cir Hearts, to love and imitate fo bleſt a 
attern. O that the fume ſweet Spirit of 
race might draw our Minds, dear Lord, 
thee! O that we could in every Paſlage 
f our Life, ſtill actually reflect on the Ex- 
ple of thine! oe” nk 


Thy Retirements were filled with holy 
peculations, and in the midſt of Buſineſs 
y Mind was free for Hcaven : Thy Con- 
aſe with others miſpent no time; but be- 
owed every moment 1n excellent Charity, 
W inftruQ the ignorant, and reduce the de- 
eived; to comfort the afflicted, and heal 
e diſeaſed; to convince the froward, and 
bſolve the penitent, and perſuade all the 
a0\ orld to be truly happy. It was thy Meat 
thFnd Drink to do thy Father's Will; O make 
ours to perform thine. Take up thy 
roſs, my Soul, and follow thy Lord, for 
is Yoke is eaſie, and his Burden light: He 
Q 2 umb led 


| humbled himſelf, and became obedient 


in the Grott of Bethlebem, to his bitter Cro 


of Pain and Grief, and perpetual Afronts 


and left alone among all his Diſcomforts 


in his Words, and enviouſly ſlander his ni 
raculous Deeds: Sometimes they tumult 
ouſly gather about him to gaze at and abuſ: 


ſpire to take away his Life, and condemi 


Rood the Prince of Peace and Innocency 


Mr. V. 
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Death, even the Death of the Croſs, to reſy 
us from eternal Death, aud purchaſe for 
the Joys of 1 10 . 

My God, who can repine at any Suffe 
ings, if they remember the Afflictions 
Feſus? Thoſe many Afflictions he ſo g 
tiently endured, and bore with filence 4 
their weight, even from his humble Crad| 
Say 
ſt Lor 
auſt tl 
hen t 
anſt 
Houſe, 
to lay 
erucif\ 
every ( 
that w 
abide 
ur E 


this Man of Sorrows : Sometimes they furi i 
ouſly ſeize on his Perſon, and hale and drag 110 k 
him along the Streets: At laſt they all come 

W. 


nnreg 


on the Monnt of Calvary. How little d 
we read of glad and proſperous, how mud 


Sometimes abandoned by his neareſt Friend 


ſometimes perſued by his ficrceſt Enemies 
and made the common mark of all thei 
Spite: Sometimes they plot to enſnare hit 


bim to a ſharp and cruel Death. 

8 | Wi. 15 5 ; 1 
Have you not ſeen a harmleſs Lamb ſtand 
filent in the midſt of ravening Wolves? Saf bon 

not © 
pcſieged with a Ring of ſavage eus. When 
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ey blaſphemed him, he replied not again; 
nd when they injuriouſly ſtruck him, he only 
ſerved their Raſhneſs ; when they provo- 
ed him with their utmoſt Malice, he plead- 
d their Excuſe; and when they killed him, 
e earneſtly prayed for their Pardon. O 
range Ingratitude of human Nature, thus. 
arbarouſly to crucify the World's Redeem- 
t! O admirable Love of the World's Re- 
leemer, thus patiently to die for human 
Nature! 1 „„ 
VI. 


Say now, my Soul, for whom thy dear- 
ft Lord endured all this, and infinitely more; 
anſt thou complain of thy little Tronbles, 
hen the King of Glory was thus afflicted ? 
anſt thou complain of a meanly furniſhed 
Houſe, when the Son of God had not where 
to lay his Head? We wear the Badge of a 
erucify'd Lord, and ſhall we ſhrink back ar 
every Croſs we meet? We believe in a God 
that was crow1r'd with Thorns, and ſhall we 
abide to tread on nothing but Roſes ? before 
our Eyes, O Jeſu, we lee thee humble and 
meek, and ſhail thy Servants be proud and 
inſolent? OW Tu ey 
| VII. 


We ſee thee travel up and down poor and 
nnregarded, and ſhall thy Followers ſtrive 
ind to be rich and eſteemed ? Thy charitable La- 
gf pours were maliciouſſy flander'd, and ſhall 
„not Our Faults have the patience to be re- 

N : 
oy 0. -:..prov'd? 


d 
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| Is rt V. 
prov'd? Thou didſt not diſdain to be call! 

though in ſcorn, tae Carpenuter's Son, ai 

cannot our lowneſs bear a little diſparay Many 
ment? O how unlike are we to that Ae, an 
Original, who deſcended from Heaven H »*< 
become our Pattern! How do we go aft It grac 


from that ſacred Path, which the Holy ) 5 
N ſus traced with his own Steps? 05 


„ a ths hough 
Pity, O dear Redeemer, the Infirmities Anh 
thy Children, and ſtrengthen with thy Grad gs 


our fainting Hearts: Arm us, O gloria ag 
Conqueror of Sin and Death, againſt all 7 N 


Fears and Terrors of this World: Arm al . 
_ our Powers with thoſe celeſtial Virtues off: rh 
Faith, Hope, and Charity, that we may fil bogs 
| go on, and reſolutely meet whatever ſtand 4 0 
k in Our way to Heaven. If we mult ſufiſ< Our 
| as Chriſtians, ſince we have deſerved it Wi 
Sinners; Lord, help us to bear it with p 0 5 
tience as becomes thy Servants. a Tr 
1 


| | „„ hon 
Deareſt eſa when I conſider what tho of 8 
haſt done and ſuffered for us, and what WHA 


| have done againſt thee and our ſelves ; Ia ne 
2 LI 4+ 6 * | 0 

| amnaz'd at the Wonders of thy Goodneſs, and. , 

| confounded at the vileneſs of our Miſery: 

| Our ſins were the cauſe of thy cruel death 

yet ſtill we permit them to live in us. We 

, entertain the worſt of thine Enemies, and tre 

cherouſly lodge them in our ownBoſoms,pre E 

0 ferring a petty Intereſt before thy Favour au ;; 

ö Grace, which are better than Life it ſelf X 
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Many, we confeſs, are the Follies of our 
fe, and our Conſciences tremble at their 
vn great Guilt; many are the times thou. 
it graciouſly pardoned us, and ſtil] we re- 
pſe and. abuſe thy Clemency. The Memory 
our Tranſgreſſions is bitter to us, and the 
honghts of our Ingratitude extreamly af- 


foul, which thy precious Blood cannot 
aſh away? Is there any heap of fins ſo vaſt, 
to exceed the number of thy infinite Mer- 
es? No, thou canſt forgive more than we 
an offend : but thou wilt not forgive un- 
ls we fear to offend; unleſs we ſeek to 


le our ſelves in thy 12 Preſence. 

Wherefore behold, O Lord, we humbly 
roſtrate our felves before thee. Open thou 
ur Lips freely to accuſe our ſelves for all 
re Sins we have at any time committed; 
Wd let the conſideration of thy cruel Sut- 
rings brighten our ſorrow for, and con- 
Im our deteſtation of them, that we bluſh 

ot to confeſs what we fear not to do. 


The Prayer. 


Grazinas Lord, who for our ſake di tft give 
thy dear Son ti ſuffer ineæpreſſible Ant wiſh 
| | <3 


& us; but is there, O my Feſz, any ſtain 


ee for Peace and Reconcilement, and hum 


4 aud 
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and Pains, commenſurate to thy own L. 


have contracted by my Sins; and for which 


Saviour, who came to fhed his Blood a Ranju 


for the World; to whom with thy ſelf an 
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and our Miſeries, which were finite, th 
he might redeem us from eternal Death, a 
purchaſe for us an inheritance in Heaven 
Diſpoſe me by love, thankfulneſs, humili 
and obedience to receive all the bemefiis | 
his Paſſton. And grant that I may new 
think any Auſterity or Mortification too nul 
to be undergone for that great Guilt which 


was neceſſary my Redeemer ſhould thus be 
wifhed. And whatſoever all be wanting | 
my Sufferings for the iniquities I have cm 
mitted, heal with the Stripes of my Crucifu 


the Holy Ghoſt, be Honour and Glory nu 
and for ever. Amen. e 


— ë—— 3 ns —Eroſs, 


MEDITATION vil use 
| | Ee ny . Id th 
Good. Friday. © Me 

By e ligk 


Matth. xxvii. Fo. Jeſus, when he had criſind Pre 
again with a loud Voice, yielded up io th 


— 


Ghoſt. 
| . Lor. 


33 my Soul, with devout Medye Ch 
tation, the Sufferings of thy woundetÞe M 
Feſus, which were the Wonder and AſtoÞþ:'4 :/ 
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inmment of Heaven and Earth. Behold 
th what profound Humility and Silence 
e great Lord of the World condeſcends 


old with what Patience this innocent Lamb 


d by mercileſs Infidels. Behold him na- 
ed, helpleſs and unpitied, whilſt the furi- 
us Executioners tear his Skin and tender 


velty of a b Multitude. 


liſery, which ſo lately had cured the Blind 
nd Deaf, cleans'd the Lepers, and loos'd 
em that were bound by Satan. 
oſe adorable Feet pierc'd with Nails, which 
ad gone about doing continual Good. Be- 
od that ſacred Body hanging upon the 
roſs, naked and expos'd to all manner of 
hame and Torment, in which all the Trea- 


old that Face more beautiful than the Sons 


e light of whoſe Countenance the Fathers 
Tit 
tho the Paleneſs and Horror of Death. 
„ 


Lord! how inſatiable was the Malice of 


ede Chief Prieſts and Elders, who per ſuaded 
dee Multitude to cry out at once, Away 
ſoit this Man, andreleaſe unto as Barabbas ? 

3 Ce W hurt 


ent 


d undergo the Puniſhment of Slaves. Be- 


iclds to have his Body plow'd and furrow- 


leſh with forked Scourges, to. ſatisfy the 


Behold thoſe powerful Hands extended in 


Behold 


Ircs of Wiſdom and Power were hid. Be- 
Men, which comforted the Afflicted, and. 


nd Prophets had ſo much deſired, changed 
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cent, and give unto us a Traitor, and a Thic 


raiſed up the Dead before us, and give ut 


bove all Beauties? and how haſt thou & 


Grief? What is it that has laid thee on th 
long ſince declared, that thou fhouldſt po 
out thy Soul to Death, that thou ſhoul 


All for the Tranſgreſſions of the People 
Tbe Lord has laid on thee the Iniquities ( 
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on; to him who for us endured ſo muc 
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What was this but to ſay, deſtroy the Inn 


art \ 


Blood. 
her's 
en an 
lands 
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revail 
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hy ſelf 
0 labc 
or us 
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wants 
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Away with the Prince of Peace and unit 
ſal Charity, and leave unto us the Auth, 
of Sedition. Put him to Death who h 


to us a known Murtherer. 
5 . WES 
But what haſt thou done, O Beauty: 


ſerved this, moſt amiable Love, that thc 
art thus expoſed, vilified, and tormented 
What is thy Crime, and the Cauſe of t 


Altar of the Croſs, naked, bleeding, tortur 
and dying? Is it not, as thy holy Prophet 


be cut off from the Land of the Living, at 


us all. Thou art wounded for our Tra 
greſſions: Thou art bruiſed for our Sins 
The Chaſtiſement of our Peace is upon thee 
and by thy Stripes me are healed. 


Sing then, all you dear-bought Nations Aw: 
the Earth, ſing Hymns of Glory to the hoh ric] 
Feſus ; ſing every one who\pretends to felfwake, 
city, ſing Praiſes to the God of our valvatÞur gr 
ently | 
bet: 


{corn, and patiently received ſo many in 
JS” lies 
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nnoWrcs-; to him, who for us feat drops of 
ood, and drank of the Dregs of his Fa- 
her's Wrath; to the eternal Lord of Hea- 
en and Earth, who for us was ſlain by the 
ands of the wicked; who for us was led 
u way as a Sheep to the ſlaughter, and meek 
$4 Lamb opened = his Mouth, 


Whither, O my God, did thy Compaſſi- 
n carry thee? How did thy Charity ſo far 
revail with thee? Was it not enough to be- 
ome Man for us, but thou muſt expoſe 
hy ſelf to all our Miſeries? Was it not enough 


tur or us even the pains of Death? No, graci- 
dus Lord, thy Mercy ſtill obſerv'd ſome 
ants in our Nature as yet unſupplied : 

Thou ſaweſt our too much fondneſs of Life 


„ iced2d thy parting with it, to. reconcile us 
oplelo Death: Thou ſaweſt our fear of Suffer- 


tbeſPpuilt, that without. ſhedding thy Blood we 
ould have no Remiſſion. 
we ON 
ny Awake, my Sonl, and ſpeedily prepare 
ba richeſt Sacrifice of humble Praiſe: a- 
 ffrake, and ſummon all thy Powers to adore 


IvaÞour great Redeemer : T'o him let us reve- 
mut 1 o, and offer our devont hearts at his 
meet: Let us remember every paſſage of his 
6 96 | Love, 


0 labour all thy Life, but thou muſt ſuffer 


es nos could no way be abated, but by freely 
f ndergoing them in thine own Perſon : thou 
Singgzwelt our Souls. ſo deeply ſtained with 


r 
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Love, and deſire that none may eſcape on 


Thanks. O what exceſs of kindneſs . 
this! what ſtrange extremity: of Love ai 
Pity ! The Lord is ſold that the Slave mg 
be free: The Innocent is condemned, th 
the Guilty may be ſaved; the Phyſicia 
is ſick, that the Patient may be cur'd; 1 
God himſelf dies, that Man may live. Te 


me, my Soul, when firſt thou haſt well co 


ſidered, and looked about among all v 


know; tell,me who ever wiſhed us ſo muc 
good? who ever loved us. with ſo mud 


tenderneſs * | i 
V HE-:-- 5 
What have our neareſt Friends done f 


us, or even our Parents, in compariſon 0 


his Charity? No: leſs than the Son of 60 


came down to redeem us.; no leſs than h 


own dear Life was the price he paid for us 


-_ What can the Favour of the whole Work 


promite us, compared to this. miraculu 
ounty ? No leſs than the Joys of Ange 


are become our Hope, no leſs than the King 


dom of Heaven is made our Inheritance. 
© PEE» 


To thee, O God, we owe our ſelve 


making us aſter thine own Image; to the 


O Lord, we owe more than our ſelves, i 


redeeming us with the Death of thine on 
Son; nor was our ruin ſo ſoon repaired, 1 
at firſt our Being was produced. I'hy Pow 
er to create us laid but one word, and ii 

Fo 


art V. 
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y Son | 
rough! 
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ature. 
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ediately we became a living Soul: But 
willy Son to redeem us both ſpake much, and 


deem us he humbled himſelf, and took up- 


ature. 


TAY He patiently endured hunger and thirſt; 
conf®tmnd the malicious Affronts of enraged Ene- 
ies: How many times did he hazard his 


eaven! How many Tears did he tenderly 
eep, in compaſſion to his blind ingrateful 
ountry! How: many drops of Blood did 


itter Croſs ! The Croſs where after three 
Wong hours. of grief and ſhame and intole- 


p the Ghoſt. 
O bleſſed Jeſus, how much doth thy love 
Linghdiffer from our's! Love brought thee down 
de. from Heaven. to us; but how. few of us 

doth it carry up thither unto thee? Love 
lvegtmade thee die the moſt ſhameful Death; but 


theqFit doth not make us. live the moſt glorious. 
f life. Love made thee endure the ſoreſt pains; 


oni but alas! it doth not make Mankind take 
d, the pleaſure of following thy ſteps to the 
og greateſt. Happineſs. Love made thee think 


rought more, and ſuffered moſt of all: To 


n him all the. infirmities of our miſerable 
ite, to ſuſtain with Courage the Truths of 
je ſhed in that. doleful Garden, and on the 


able pains, he meekly bowed his fainting 
dead, and in the Agony of Prayer yielded 


8 TCC . 7 oo > 2 


my perpetually on ſuch poor wretches as we 
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clines to think upon thee? Tode perſuadt 
| thee to come to us, when there was u his G 


ries; but it doth not bring us all to the 


Canſt thou endure fo. much as to look w 


breathe thy Soul and Life into us, and ove 


on thee all our Miſeries, to impart to 


— ot he <tr — - 2 2 


Duty to thee? Can our cold hearts recount 


ſaved were not worth our pains? Ingratefu [4 
we, how do we light tae Goodneſs of out 


art V. 
prove 
| his J 
an Ou! 
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are; but how ſeldom are our minds fix 
or how ftmall is the number whom love 


thing to call thee, but only our great Mi 
O glc 
nd hut 
Death : 
by blet 
race, 
rom a 
rom a 
ay be 
he fac 
ice; 
ly thy 
ery d 
nories 
both t 
fed an 
thine own Felicities! Can we remember thy praiſe 
Labours for us, and not be convinced of buff done: 


when we are moved by the merits and pr 
cious promiſes of ſo great a love. O den 
eſt Saviour, what wilt thou do with ſud 
vile, ſuch wretched hearts, as theſe of our! 


on ſuch Souls, as are ſo frozen before t 
fires? O Love, ſhed one beam more. upo 
our icy hearts, and melt them into love 


come our Souls with thy Love, thy mighty 
thy wonderful, thy _ ſtupendous Love. 


O my adored Redecmer, who tookeſt up 


thy Sufferings, and not be inflamed with the 
Love that ſuffered ? Can we believe our Sal 
vation coſt thee ſo dear, and live as if to be 
th 
God! how careletly comply with his gr bel 
cious Deſigns! For all his Gifts he require Clou 
no other return, than that we hope fill e 
more, and deſire ſtill greater Bleſſings, and e, 
| . improbe 


rt 
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prove them all to our own Happineſs ? For 
| bis Favours he ſeeks no other Praiſe, 
an our following his fleps till we arrive 
t his Glory. „ 1 

„ il. 


O glorious Jeſu, behold to thee we bow, 
nd humbly kiſs the Duſt in honour of thy 


by bleſſing, and the aſſiſtance of thy ſpecial 
race, that we may wean our. affections 
rom all vain defires, and clear our thoughts 
rom all impertinent fancies ; that our lives. 


he faculties of our Souls to thy holy Ser- 
ice; that our Minds may continually ſtu- 
dy thy Knowledge, and our. Wills grow e- 
ery day ſtronger in thy Love, and our Me- 
nories faithfully lay up thy Mereies, and 


Moth tongue and heart be continually diſpo- 


ſed and often employed to praiſe thee; to 


praiſe thy incomparable Love, which has. 


done and ſuffered ſo much for loſt mankind. 


The Prayer. 


Adore thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, I acknowledge 


thee to be the Sun of God moſt high. 1 
behold thy Glory ſhining through the blackeſt 
Clouds of thy ſhameful Sufferings. Then thou 
ab pearedſt to be the choſen of God, even 
when thou waſt ſcorned and rejected of Men. 


 Crreat 


Death: behold thus low we bow to implore 


ay be entirely dedicated to thee, and all 


— —— — 


? 

# 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


and ſorrow, of thy pain and anguiſh, that 


ments, and look upon every fir, as the mij 


Fearful carſe that can befall me. 


ä The Prayer. 5 Part rt V. 


Great was the Splendour of thy Majeſty, | 


der the Mockery of a Crown of Thorns, ¶ Hi in. 


under the Reproach of the Croſs it ſelf. M Love 


great was thy Love, O thou lover of Sul ere uit. 


w ho wouldſt ſhed thy own moſt precious Blu ins to 
to work and confirm thy Faith in our bea in h 


that believing on thee, we might have |\W"/* If 7 


through thy Name. How infinitely are wenWeekne/ 
debted to thee, who haſt ſo heh purc hai Ene: 
our eternal joy, with thy moſt bitter ſormuſſ ing; fo 
„ a 

I dread to think, that thy precious Bluggy#tente 
ſhould be loft. and ſpilt in vain for me; thi quireſ 
ſo great a Price fhoald be caſt away, bend wa 


with thou haſt _ me. O deareſt Liriſpd ma 


preſerve in me ſuch a lively ſenſe of thy grin * 
10N IC 


may perfectly hate the cauſe of all thy tir 


Cs TIL ET 
Behold, O God, the bleeding Wounds of tly 
well-beloved Son; Remember how his Body 
was broken for us, and his Blood poured oui. 
O hear his dying Groans, regard his Agon 
and bloody Sweat ; by his Croſs and Paſſius, 


let my Sins be blotted out: I have nothing ii tom 
| plead, F he has not done enough, and fulfil roc 
led all thy Will. But ſince he hath laid doo. 
down his Life in Obedience to thee, O leiI. 
me by virtue of this voluntary Sacrifice o- EI 
tain thy gracions Pardon, 
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! ͤ 1 
, Hi my thoughts ſo conftantly upon his dy- 


Love, and affect my Heart ſo mightily 


Sulferewith, that I may chearfully undergo any 
Bing to be make like to him, in his Humili- 


ea in his Obedience, in his Reſignation of 
el 
ven 
hal 


uu 


; Enemies, in his Willingneſs to quit all 
ings for thy Name ſake, and to truſt both 
ul and Body with thee, in well-doing, and 


DInf@ntented ſuffering whatſoever it be that thou 
th 1ireſt of me. Now to him that loved us, 
henWd waſhed us from our Sins in his Blood, 
ard made us Kings and Prieſts to God, even 
rriffÞie Father: To him be Glory and Domi- 
2 | 


jon for ever and ever. Amen. 


MEDITATION IX. 
Eaſter-Even. 


17] as - | 
out. Matth xxvii. 59, 60. Aud when Foſeph had 


7% linen cloth, and laid it in his own new 
tomb, which he had hewn out in the 
roch, and he rolled a great ſtone to the 
aid door of the Pere, aad departed. 


06- | F we rejoiced for our ſelves in the Suf⸗ 
ferings of our Lord, let us now rejoice 


mſelf to thy wiſe Will and Pleaſure, in his 
ſeekneſs, in his Charity, and Forgiveneſs of 


talen the Body, he wrapped it in a clean 


for 
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toa Robe of Light, and the feornful Reed in 


a | | 7 
$08. Eafter-Even. Part nV. 
for him, that his Sufferings are ended: ng 
that the Fowler's Net is broken, and th 
meek and innocent Dove eſcaped ; now thy 
the Cup of bitterneſs is paſt away, never u 

return again. Never again, O deareſt Jef 

_ ſhall thy bleſſed Eyes weep, nor thy hoh 
Soul be ſorrowful to death: Never thallth 
precious Life be ſubje& any more to the 
bloody Malice of Ae Hypocrites. 
Never ſhall thy innocence any more h 
_ expoſed: to the barbarous fury of an un 
_ grateful multitude: But thou ſhalt live an 
reign for ever; and all created Nature per 
petually adore thee. O happy end of wel 
endured Afflictions! O bleffed Fruits that 
ſpring from the . a Feſus! © 

Behold the ragged Purple now turned in 


Bleſſed 
eſſed b. 
ſt caſt 
d deſig 
hen we 
rectly | 
ou app 
r mile 
13 
reign | 
n was 
yercon 
pen th 
8. 


Thor 
e Wo 
y hap 
leſt a 
in th) 
e ſhut 
ce, th 
an L 
ne He 
ladn« 
Ocean 


to a royal Scepter: The Wreath of Thorn 
is grown into a ſparkling Diadem, and all hi 
Scars poliſhed into Brightneſs : His Tear 
are now all changed into Joy, and the Laug 
ter of his Perſecutors into ſad Defpair. He. 
rod long ſince periſhed into miſerable con- 
tempt, and Pilate ſtill trembles with ever- 
laſting fears; the impenitent Fews are ſcat- pra 
tered over the World, to atteſt his Truth, 
and their obdurate Blindneſs: but himſelf 5 3 
crowd with eternal Triumphs; and the ehe 
Souls he has redeem'd ſhall ſing his victo- 
Hey DOr- ever: -- I 
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FEED AQ. 1 
eſſed be thy Name, O holy Jeſu, and 
fed be the Mercy of thy Providence: who 
Wi caſt our lot in theſe times of Grace, 


rectly go on to our glorious end. Till 
ou appearedſt, (O thou Light of the World) 
r miſerable Earth lay covered with dark- 


rcign Lord of Life! the Kingdom of Hea- 
n was cloſe ſhut up: But when thou hadſt 
yercome the ſharpneſs of Death, thou didſt 
den the Kingdom of Heaven to all Belie - 


IS, 
v 


[ 
D 


e World, and diſplay the bright Glories of 


an thy coming: as for the reſt, whoſe eyes 
e ſhut, or turned away by their own ma- 
ce, thy preſence yields them no more Joy, 
an Light to thoſe who will not ſee : But 
Fe Hearts that love thee, thou filleſt with 


on- 5 
re. Pcean of heavenly Delights. 
0 & | t 
cat- VI. 


fiÞlen! Praiſe him as the Author of all your 


thellopes! Praiſe our Lord, O you bleſſed of 


go-Nleavren! Praiſe him as the finiſher of all 
IV. 8 your 


r 
b a 6 1 1 — . — 


d deſigned our Birth in the days of Light; 
hen we may clearly ſee our ready way, and 


ſs; Till thou went'ſt away, O thou ſo- 
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Thou didſt communicate thy Joys to all 


happy Kingdom, to all that eſteemed ſo 
leſt a tight, and ſtood prepared to enters 


ladneſs, and overfloweſt them with an 


Praiſe our Lord, O you Children of 
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bound to praiſe thy Love: How infinity 


thou wouldit ſtill go on, to heal our we 
and wounded Nature, even at the Price 
thy own deareſt Blood thou wouldit finMatth 


IB. We — 
- AM ad wor -- — N - 
y " — * —— 


uin and immortal Saviour, who we 


p bhant upon the Croſs, and wert always pref 


308 The Prayer. Par 
your Joys: Sing, O you reverend Patria V. 
and holy Prophets, ſing Hymns of ) 


to the great Meſſias: Sing and rejoice ¶Hitute 
you antient Saints, who have ſo long 1 Fleck 
poſed in the Boſom of Abraham ; bring fi ales 
your beſt and pureſt Incenſe, and humbyq ties, 7: 
fer it at the Throne of the Lamb! HMickio, 
Lamb that was {lain from the beginning W# «//. 
the World, by the ſprinkling of whoſe Boe 47:9 
you were all ſaved. O ſtill fing on the Praiſe: the 
of the King of Peace, and bleſs for ever 6294: 
victorious Mercy! It was he diſſolved} :by & 
Power of Darkneſs, and brake in ſunderii: /orr: 
bars of Death: He has conquered Deu Pa 
and him that had the Power of it, even ſr, 47 


Devil, that his faithful Followers miſſy Me 
triumph over both. SE ed 
O bleſſed Jeſu, whoſe Grace alone begi 
and perfects all our Hope: How are n M 
obliged to adore thy Goodneſs ! At anyn 


for us the Purchaſe of Heaven. 


The Prayer. 


* vidorins in thy Sufferings, and triu ng 
ith 


weak 


rt 
riar 


G 
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Lb thy Charch, either in thy Perſon or by thy 


ice ¶NMHitute, the Holy Ghoſt; keep and defend 
te Flock from all rg aud Ychij:2 + from 
gf lakes in matters of Faith, and all irregu- 
bly e, in Practice; from deſpondi: under 
icdions, and from careleſueſi in Proſperity; 
ing * all thy Servants with an invincib Cou- 
Ble and Reſolution to live, ind die fines 
Pie the conſideration of thy F afſion engage us 
ver lewail our Sius; but let the conſideration 


edt 
der l 
Den 
W 
mig 


t ſorrow as Men without hope; but that we 
ay paſs the time of our ſojourning here, in 


y Merits aud Interceſſiou, who art our on- 
Mediator aud Advocate. Amen. 


6— 


MEDITATION Xx. 
On Eaſter- Day. 


latth. xxviii. 6. He is not here; for he is ri- 


epi 
en 
Nite 
yr] 
We 
ce ( 


fini 


Lord lay. | 
ING to our Lord a Pſalm of Joy, ſing 


„Frith a glad and thankful Heart; ſay to the 
NMcak of Spirit, be ſtrong ; ſay to the for- 
rowful, 


thy Reſurrection defend us, that we may 


ar, and finiſh our courſe with joy, through 


ſen, as he ſaid: come ſee the place where the 


Praiſes to the God of our Salvation; 
ng with a loud and cheartul voice; fing 


Land. 
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their hearts within them leap to hear it; t 
them, the Lord of Life is riſen again, MI 
hath cloathed himſelf with immortal Glos BA. 


tory, and vouchſafed even himſelf to brin 
us the joyful News. - 


_ accompliſhed, and he hath paſted through th 
| Scorn and Cruelty of Men, the Malice an 
Rage of Devils, the juſt but ſevere Ange Ho 


hall be thy Birth-day alſo, the Nativity oi 


that thou our Redeemer liveſt, for thou thy 


art V 


elf haſt 
/ 4d :* 4 


This 


310 On Eaſter-Day. Part 
rowful, be of good comfort; tell all g 
World this Soul-reviving Truth, and 


He made the Angels Meſſengers of his Vi 


gruer 
ew at 
altes 
aviou 
F ins 
rhroug 
ath 1b; 
VEIRD. 1 
he. 


In. 
O my Soul, adorn thy ſelf with the Gy 
ment of Gladneſs; prepare thy moſt trium 
phant Hymns to go forth to mect this gre 
returning Conqueror His Warfare is noy 


of God, yea the ſhadow of Death, and thi 
Regions of eternal Horror, and after al 
this thy Surety is ſet at liberty; for he hat 
paid thy Debts, and cancelled all thoſe di 


thou 1 
to co 
Belief 
of Ht 


mal Bonds, by which thou wert forfeiteſ men 


to eternal Ruin. 


open 
- Bleſſed be he that cometh in the Namſncy t 


of the Lord; we receive thee, deareſt Sui ing 0 
our, as born to us a ſecond time, and tſiq in th 


thy Empire, thy Reſtoration to a State o 14, 
Immortality. Thy former Birth did ſhew theq them 
to be the Son of Man, but this declares the Rag: 
to be the Son of God; and now we knoWffiner; 


| felt 
\ : 
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elf haſt told us, I am he that liveth, and was 
2 _ behold, I 7 727 alive for evermore. 


This i is the Day which the Lord hath mack; ; 
[ will rejoice.and be glad in it; the Stone which 
be Builders refuſed, is betome the Head of the 
orner. God hath raiſed up Jeſus, whom they 


exalted with his Right hand to be a Prince and 
aviour, for.to give Repentance and Remiſſior 
f Sins. And hath- given us à lively Hope 


ath, 5 Life and Immortality to light, 
|; ring the firſk Hnuits of them that Neps, and 
be ReſurredZion ana the Life. 


How many ways did thy. Mercy invent, 0 
Itou wiſe Contriver - of all our Happineſs! 

to convince thy Followers into this bleſt 
Belief, end ſettle in their Hearts a firm ground 
of Hope. Thou appearcdſt to the holy Wo. 


thou didſt purpoſely overtake in their Jour- 
Iney two of the Diſciples, that were diſcourſ- 
in them to hear thee. 

VI. 


Body ! How didſt thou ſweetly invite the 


ew and hanged on @ Tree. Him hath God 


a, the Reſurrettion.of Chriſt Jeſus, who 


men in their Return from the ſepulehre, and 
openedſt their Eyes to know and adore thee ; 


Ling of thee, and madeſt their Hearts burn with- | 
How didſt thou condeſcend to eat before 
them, and invite them to touch thy ſacred 


ncredulous Thomas to thruſt his Hand into 
thy 
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of the Kingdom of Heaven, and eſtabliſhin 


and the daily Entertainment of our moſt ſe- 


thy Throne of Bliſs, that we may ſee thy: 
Kingdom. 


L thy Warks praiſe thee, O holy Jeſus þ 


and declare thee to be the Lord. How ought 
eur hearts now to overflow with Love to thee, hi 


thy Side, and haſt taken occaſion from hi 
hardneſs to believe, to facilitate the Faith: 
of thy Church in After- ages. How often, ( 
my gracious Lord, in thoſe bleſſed forty day 
did thy Charity caſt to meet with thy Diſc: 
ples, that thou mighteſt teach them ſtill ſome 
excellent Truth, and imprint {till deeper thy 
love in their hearts, diſcourſing perpetuall 


lorify” 


and. 


proper means to _ 4 aher? 

O glorious Jeſu, our ſtrength, and our 
Joy, and the immortal Life of all our Souls 
Be thou the principal ſubject of our Studies 
le ve 
U MA. 
ed; 
with d 
ve, 
bou a 


rious Thoughts. Draw us, O deareſt Lord, 
from the World and our ſelves, that we be 
not entangled with any earthly Deſires. Draw 
us after thee, and the Odours of thy Sweet: 
neſs, that we may run, with delight, the way 
of thy Commands : Draw us up to theeand 


* 


Face, and rejoice with thee for ever in thy 


1 The Prayer. i 
SET 


they all ſhew the greatneſs of thy Power 


the 


V 
he Bleſſings of whoſe Goodneſs ſo overflowed 


„ al, places, that none can tell the number of 
lem! Eſpecially when we remember how by 


he mighty working of the ſame Spirit, which 
the dead, carried to Heaven, ſet at the right 
and of God, and made the Ming of Glory. 
his is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
ah made, we will rej a and be glad in it. 


Be thou honoured, and acknowledged, 0 


ieſed Jeſus, by me and by all mankind, with 
he humbleſt, the moſt hearty, and aſfectionate 
Ferotion to thy Service. Be thou ever praiſed, 


uw much as thou waſt reproached and blaſphe- 
ed; let thy 
with delight and joy throughont all the World. 


ide, O bleſſed Jeſus, in the Glory where © 


hou art enthroned, fit and reign there till all 


bine Enemies be made thy footſtool. I praiſe 


hee, I thank thee for the Redemption which 


hou haſt wrought for us by thy Blood, aud 


rejoice in the victory which thou haſt got 
mer Hell and the Grave by thy Reſurrection 
rom the dead. - „„ 

0 III. 55 


Olive thou for ever in my mind aud heart ; 
d be the daily delightful Subject of my 
[houghts « Aurel and guide me in all my ways, 
and lead me unto thy ſelf: raiſe up my aff ec- 
04s t9 things above, where thou 1 at the 

FT Right - 


313 


lorify'd thee ſo on Earth, thou art raiſed from 


nour Eyes. This is the day which the Lord 


Lame be ſweet, and mentioned + 


— * ER * — 0 Py — 
= — 9 — 
ks 8 _ _ EIA LAS . * 
PP 2 


Glory for ever and Ver. Amen. . 


On Eaſter Monday and Tueſda/ uch 


P our Lord, all you Nations of th | 
Joy and Thankſgiving ; praiſe him with ti 


314 On Eaſter- Monday Parr: V 


Right-hand of God. Lord increaſe my Faiſſſdeen 
that it growing in ſtrength may work by a m graci 


z igorous love. Let me feel the Power of ies h 


Holy Spirit perpetually in my heart; that fitcitu 
ing led by the Spirit, and mortifying thereWrd tl 


the deeds of the Body, He that raiſed theei thir 


From the dead, may alſo quicken my moriWcing 


Body by his Spirit that dwelleth in me. Noſlit: | 


the God of Peace that brought again fron he b 


the dead our Lord Feſws Chriſt, that graf Ref 


Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blod 
of the everlaſting Covenant, make me pe 
fect in every good Work to do his Wil 


Ever 
othe 
aith, « 
re the 
em. 
ding 
ephas, 
ore t. 
Oreo) 


working in me that which is pleaſing in hi 
fight through Feſz#s Chriſt, to whom b. 


ee 


MEDITATION XI 


loud 


Prin 
ns t 
ing 
arth, 
ame 


I 


Earth; praiſe him with the Voice d 


well-tun'd Strings of your Hearts; prai 
him with the ſweeteſt Inſtrument, a cheat 


ful Obedience. Let every one that pretendſreatec 


to Felicity, ſing praiſes to the God of offer: x 
Salvation: He is our full and all-ſufficienpaſe, 
RedeemaFJappi 


rt V. and Tueſday. 315 
deemer: He has perfectly finiſhed what 
raciouſly undertook ; for all our Treſ- 
les he has made Satisfaction, for all our 
orfeitures he has paid the Ranſom. Our 
ord that was dead and buried, roſe again 
third Day, looſing the Pains of Death, 
being impoſſible that he ſhould be holden 
it: He left his Grave, but not our Earth, 
| he had raiſed a Cloud of Witneſles to 
5 Reſurrection. - 11 %%% pods 
Every day of forty he appeared to ſome 
other of his Diſciples, to confirm their 
With, open their underſtandings, and pre- 
Pre their Hearts to bear his Aſcenſion from 
em. Chriſt the third day roſe again ac- 
ding to the Scriptures, and was ſeen of 
—TÞ-phas, after that of the Eleven, then of 
I. Pre than five hundred Brethren together, 
Poreover of James, then of all the Apo- 


% E; who can doubt the truth of theſe things 
d)Fhich are render'd credible by ſo great a 


loud of Witneſſes? 8 Es 
t t Bring to our Lord, all you his Seryants, 
h 0 ing to our Lord the Sacrifice of Praiſe; 
h thi | 


ing to our Lord all you Nations of the 
arth, bring Hymns of Glory to his great 
ame: He is our God, and we his people, 
Wcated by his Goodneſs, to be happy for e- 
F offer: He is our Redeemer, and we his Pur- 
iclelfpaſe, reſtor'd by his: Death to a forfeited 
mel appineſs. e 5 855 IV. 


praik 
heat 
tend: 


316 On Eafter-Monday, &c. Part 


IV. 
Leet us learn of him, and he will tele 
us his ways; let us follow him, and y 
ſhall walk in the Light; for the Law a 
its Types were given by Moſes, but Gra 
and Truth came by Feſ#s Chrift. Co 
let us aſcend to the Houſe of our Loi 
and celebrate this day with a holy Joy, in 
ploring his Mercy for all we need, and bld 
ung his Bounty for * we have. 


Come let us adore our God; that redet 

ed us; and bleſſed be the Mercy of our Go 
who has left no way untried that could po 
tibly recover us; who not only offers f 
Salvation, but lays i in means before-handt 
make us accept it: Bleſs the Lord therefor 


O my Soul, and all that 1 is within me ble 


his holy Name. ” 
VI. | 
Bleſſed be thy holy N. ame, 0 71oriol 
Son of God! And bleſſed be thy N ercyft 


ever: Thou haſt perfectly fulfilled ay 
thy Prophets foretold, and infinitel 
ſcended all the Wonders they adimſired; "to 


haſt done enough to convince us Into Fat = 
and ſuffer'd enough to nflame us Sith 


love. Blefled be thy holy Name, O gl 
ous Son of God, and bleſſed be chy 1 ert 
for evermore. 5 

VII. 


By ſeeking our ſelves in this World 
Vant 


1 


art V 


anity, 
ur OW 


Ind thy 


wn E 
oſſeſſi 
veetei 
e fre: 
he fait 


Ho 
de 
rs of 
uanife 
he Po 


urred 


art V. ö The Prayer. 317 
mity, we loſe both thee, O Lord, and 
ur own Souls; by ſeeking our ſelves in thee 
Ind thy Love, we find both thee and our 
d wn Happineſs ; enjoying already a ſweet 


V WW oflefſion of Hopes, to end ere long in a 


veeter fruition of Glory. Thou art, O Lord, 
Conde free beltower of all we have; thou art 
he faithful Promiſer of all we expect. 


The Prayer. 


deen i Holy and eternal Jeſus, whe a overcome 
I death, and tr inmphed over all the Pow- 


* 


nd be Power of thy Divinity, by thy glorious Re- 
urrection; preſerve me, I 7 
ternal death, and make me riſe from the 
death of Sin, and ſo to live the life of Grace 
Were, that I may Nec of thy Glory hereafter. 


I believe the Virtue of thy Sacrifice to be 
werlaſting, and that when thou hadſt by thy 


e purged our fins, thou didſt fit down, on the 


B gt haud of the Majeſty on high; and ther c- 
Fare 1 look for the Aſſiſtance of thy good Spirit, 
h Mich :hox haſt promiſed to enable me to pu- 


5 nify my ſelf, and to tread in the ſteps of thy 


humble, meek, and patient Charity; that ſo 1 
may be preſented unblameable, aud aureprove- 
gvle ia thy ſight at the day of thy appearing. 

| P 3 i : OW, 


1 pol FS of Darkzeſs, Hin, Hell, and the Grave, 
nanifeſting the truth of thy Promiſes, and 


eech thee, from 
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Power, both now and for ever. Amen. 


318 On Aſcenfion-Day. Paniiirt V 


Now, to him that is able to keep us froſt» ® 


falling, and preſent us blameleſs before Meet 
1 87 of his Glory with exceediag jo ba: 
Lo the only wiſe God and our Savio all gs 
be Glory, and Majeſty, and Dominion, u 5 : 
id ui 
— | — — —— eace 


Luke xxiv. 51. And it came 10 paſs, while 


his Goodneſs undertook for our Redem 
tion; when he had told us, what we ough 


Heaven; when he himſelf had done mon 


MEDITATION XI. E- 
On Aſcenſion-Day. 


5%. 
| bat U. 


Beh 


bleſſed them, he was parted from them, aur 
carried up into Heaven. = Pon 

| ca up, O languiſhing World, lodge" 
up, and ſee how punctually our faith 8 

ful Lord performs his Word. When bf t 
had finiſh'd here that. glorious Work, whit ag 


en!) 
22 
FG. 
hic 
Exta 
of G 
attcr 


Kin 
1 


to do, and what to ſuffer for the Kingdom 


than he required of us, and ſuftered mon 

than our boldeſt hopes could have expe 

from him; when he had wrought our Salve 

tion io far, that he. faw his abſence mon 
expedient for us. „„ 

VV 

He firſt prepares the Hearts of his DI 

| ples 


dart rt V. On Aſcenfion-Day. 319 
5 fies, and comforts their Sorrows with theſe 
ore Neet words: Children, {will not leave you 


rphans; but I will pray the Father, and he 
all give you another Comforter, even the Spi- 
00 ſruth, who fhall teach you all things, aud 
ing to your remembrance whatever I have 

id unto you. Peace I leave with you, my 

eace I give to yon; let not your heart be 

hubled, neither let it be afraid. I go to my 

uber, and 10 your Father, to my God, and 
your God; I go to prepare a place for you, 

bat where I ain, there you may be alſo, 


S 50 
AvVIOU 
N, In 
2. 


ur was content for our ſakes to ſtay here 
pon Earth, when Heaven long'd for his 
Return. For the ſpace of forty Days he 


, to diſpel the Sorrow, and confirm the 
aith of his Diſciples. But now the Day 
whit his Triumph is come, and the holy An- 
lempſW<ls are ſent to wait upon him; the hen 
ougt ſenly Singers that go before, Cry, Open 
mdr ſelves, ye r the King 
mol Clor)y may come in: | | 

mor ich come out to meet him, aniwer in 


ett 
alva 
mon 


of Glory? and all the Chorus that follow 


King of Glory. 5 
Thus didſt thou enter, O glorious Je- 


iſci "IF 2 


ples 


Behold, O my Soul, our merciful Savi- 


lenied himſelf the full Fruition of his Glo- 


o whom the Angels 
Extaſies of Amazement, I ho is the King 


after reply; Eren the Lord of Iloſts, he is the 
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fas, attended with thy bleſſed Angels, ee, t 
the glad 'I'rain of thy new-delivered Caefore 
tives, the Firſt-fruits of thy Victory, ao Hea 
the earneſt of more: Thus didſt thou entaict aſcc 


and repolleſs thy ancient Throne, to reg 
_ eternally at the Right-hand of thy Father Live 


May every Knee bow low at thy exalteliternal 
Name, and every Tongue confeſs thy GloW! thy 
ry; may all created Nature adore thy PowWnd al! 
er, and the Church of thy redcemed cxultiſſhee : | 
in thy Goodneſs, May we all rejoice iu Lor 
thy glorious Triumph, when thou aſcendedlſhe Fe 
up on high, and ledſt Captivity captive, eath 
in thoſe Gifts which thou receivedſt forfore C 


Men, even for the rebellious alfo, that Go Name 
might dwell among them. — 2 


„ | Wi He 

O my ſluggiſh Soul, how canſt thou conſhings 

tinually hover about this Earth, when thyſh: 
deareſt Feſxs is aſcended above the Skies: 
Raiſe up thy Head, O my Soul; look up, 
and behold the Glory of thy crucified Sx 


viour; he that was dead and laid in the) E 
Grave, low enough to prove himſelf Man“ 4 


is riſen again and aſcended into Heaven, »y / 
high enough to prove himſelf God. He is 


|  alcended, and has made the Light his Gar-pleaſc 


ment, and the Clouds the Chariots of bis ur: 
Triumph. O bleſſed Jeſus, whom have I|pard; 
in Heaven but thee, who wenteſt thither to Gir 
Open it to all thy faithful Followers! Whatſve 7 
have I on Earth, but my hope by Ng fs, 

| | | | tec, Ee 


ut Mart V. De Prayer. 5 


» auhec, to arrive at laſt where thou art gone 

CoſWcfore me ? Whither ſhould I look, but un- 
„ ago Heaven, now that thou, my deareſt Lord, 
entaWrt aſcended, to prepare a Place for me? 
rei yet VI 

ther 
LAltel 
Glo 
Pow 
CXu! 
ce | 
dec 
„ and 
t for 
God 


Live, | le Jeſu! Live and reign 
ternally ing of Heaven and Earth; may 
Il thy bleſſed above perpetually adore thee, 
nd all thy Servants here continually praiſe 
nee: And every Tongue confeſs that thou, 
D Lord, art moſt high in the Glory of God, 
e Father. Thou wert for us obedient to 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs ; where- 
ore God has cxaltcd thee, and given thee a 
ame above every Name, that, at the Name 
ff Feſas every Knee ſhould bow, of things 
I Heaven, of things on Earth, and of 
com gings under the Earth. 


thy 5H | 15 
_ | The Prayer. 
Is * 8 


the) Bleſſed Jeſus, who after thy moſt gloriaus 


lan” Reſarreghion, didſt manifeſtly appear t 
ven, oy Apoſtles and in their ſight aſcended/t nip 


le % Heaven te prepare a, place for us; be 
zar-Wleaſed to ſupply, all our wants, to exciſe ail 
bis our infirmities, to pity all our calamities, to 
ve Pardon all our ſins, and feud down thy holy 
t to irie of Grace ini our Hearts, that though 
nate walk appr the, Earth, yet dur converſa- 
ing on may be in Heaven, where, thou {itteſs at 
bee tte Right=hend of G. F 
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322 On Whitſunday. Part A 
„ IL „„ W 
Enable us, we beſeech thee, always to d 

monſtrate our Belief of thy Aſcenſion up i 

high, by our living and walking in the Spin 


and no louger fulfilling the Laſts of the Ft 
and by improving all the Grace thou ſen 
eſt down to ws, till we be fit to be tranſla 
rom hence, and come to ſee what we nd 


believe, and behold and enjoy thee in Gli 
erg. Amen. 


w th 
Defir 
Heav 
q eſce 
ou! 


— —— 


MEDITATION XI 


1 fillin! 
5 e . . in th 
4 | On INV hs SP were 
= | « On | Whit ſunday © E i in. 
| Ads ii. 1. Aud when the Day of Pentedff qu 


was fully come, they were all with one ¶ the & 


cord in One place, &c. | : mira. 


7 and \ 


Bleſſed Jeſus, thou art flow to puni em 
thy Enemies, but ſpeedy to comſq ] © 
thy Servants. For no ſooner was thy Ms tu. 
ſery changed into Glory, but we recep; «1 
the greateſt Demonſtrations of thy Affed We 

on; no ſooner didſt thou put on thy Cron Joy 
in Heaven, but the Earth felt the Bounty con 
thy Diſpenſations; for it was not pofli ſtio 
for thee, ſweeteſt Saviour, to let thy I'll te! 
miſe remain long unperformed, or the H + 
pectation of thy Diſciples unſatify d. 75 


art V. On Whitſunday. 323 
: II. 5 - 
Wherefore when the appointed time was 
ome, (as all the Works of God go forth in 
cir fitteſt Seaſon) when the Diſciples were 
Wathered together in one place, and with 
one accord, and ſo excellently diſpoſed for 
e Viſits of Heaven; when they had long 
ontinued in ardent Prayer, and wrought 
© "Sip their Affections to the utmoſt Point of 
Defire ; ſuddenly there was a ſound from 
Heaven (whence every good and perfect Gift 
deſcends) a vehement Wind filled the whole 
ouſe, inflaming their Hearts with Zeal, and 
filling their Mouths with Anthems indicted 
in the Language of all the World; they 
were all illuminated with a pure Light, and 
all inflam'd with a fervent Love, and to com- 
municate both to every Nation, they were all 
Jendued with the gift of Tongues : Thus were 
the Meſſengers of everlaſting Peace prepared, 
miraculouſly baptiſed with the Holy Ghoſt 
and with Fire, and perfectly qualify'd for their 
great Commiſſion. BY 1 „ 


O wonderful Change! Their Ignorance 
Is turned into Learning, their Miſtakes into 
Infallibility, their Fear into Courage, their 
Weakneſs into Strength, their Sorrows into 
Joy, and they in a moment made able to 
confound the Arts, and conquer the Oppo- 
ſition of the heathen World, and maugre all 

the Devices of Satan, to ſet ” the Kingdom. 

of the Lord Chriſt. ES: Vs 


324 On Whitſunday. Part), 


Les, holy Jeſus, we will, we will alk 
our Neceſſities did require it. It is-enoup 


lelf; wherefore we believe thou wilt not d 
ny us thy Spirit, without which we can han 
no Intereſt in thee, nor Benefit from thee. 


To thee, our Refuge in this place of Bu 
niſnment, and faithful Guide in this vale e 


to thee. 


What do we fay, Othou adorable Spe 


ne OS 
And ſhall we not praiſe thee for the 


miraculous Diſpenſations, by which Mn in 
_ Gofpel was made known even unto us i 


theſe utmoſt Corners, and laſt of Times 


meet with one accord at thy Table, ng 
doubting but thou wouldſt give us the ſam 
Meaſure of thy Spirit there, if our Duty o 


ro us that thon knoweſt our needs; wil 
than will ſupply them we dare not ask, 
thou wilt not give: Thou haſt given us th 


5 * ith. 
Glory be to thee, O bleſſed Spirit, the MUnde 
ternal Love of the Father and the Son; annd 1 
the glorious finifher of our Salvation. That 1 
thee, the quickning Spirit of regencrate Sou do 
in whom they live, and move, and have theiſſhng E 
Being. To thee, the ſovereign Balſam of ou 
Wounds, and only Comfort of our Sorrows 


Miſery. To thee, the ſacred Pledge of ou 

free Adoption, and enſuring Seat of our e. 

ternal. Salvation: All Love, all Glory bt 
„„ 


Fl 


art V. The Prayer. 327 


t of God! What do we ſay, when we ut- 
r ſuch words as theſe! We ſay what we 


h tian in our low Capacity; but alas, how 
us i Hort of thy unſpeakable Excellencies ! Had. 
imeF}rec the Tongues of Saints and Angels; had 


e thine own miraculous Tongues, which 
it flaming on the Heads of the Apoſtles, 
d made them ſpeak thy Wonders in eve- 
Language: Still all our Praiſes would 
lone poor and narrow, ſtill infinitely ſhort of 
y adorable Perfections. O thou, who o- 


c, HPeneſt the Mouths of the Dumb, and ma- 
15 thifkcſt the Tongues of Children eloquent: 
ot denſpire thy Servants, if not with Expreſſions 


| hanuirable to thee, at leaſt with ſuch as are 
.@rofitable to our ſelves. Replenith our Heaxts 
with thy ſacred: Inſpirations ; illuminate out 
nderſtandings, and inflame our Affections, 
; and ſanctify all the Faculties of our Souls; 
Ihat we may know and love, and conſtant- 
ydo the things that belong to our everlaſt- 
theizng Peace. „ 5 


The Prayer. 
5 


Iſtructing ill things neceſjary to their 


we haiably beſeech thee, that our devout com- 


— — — 
* ——— — 


le 0 0 Moſt grarions God, who didſt miraculouſly 
ſend du Holy Ghoſt to ſupply the 
ur eBÞAbſence of H H nd comfort his Diſciples, 


great Work the Converſion of theH orld; grant, 


Wcmorating of theſe ineſtimable iercies may 


fo 
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ſo increaſe the Fervour of our Hearts, ih 
we may nmnifeſt by all the Fruits of Gray 
that the ſame ſpirit 1 * abiding with 1 


rt \ 


And, O thou infinite and eternal Spin 
the Lord and Giver of Life, who works 
All in All: Pardon, I beſeech thee, all 
reſiſting of thy Motions, and quenching il 
Flames, which thou haſt ever enkindled inn 
1 Breaſt; and be pleaſed ſo to enlighten n 
Mind, and purify my Heart, that I may 
i$ always fit to receive aud entertain thee, 
40 the Guide aud Comforter of Souls, And | 
. thou ever preſent with my Spirit to heal n 
F  Diſtempers, and help my Infirmities, an 
1 work mightily upon my Heart; till my Sat 
1 be fitted for that Glory which 1s unſpeabul 
1 aud everlaſting. Amen. 


all 
_ 
155 
en 
ay 
ee, 
ind 
2 al N 
1 
y H. 


aka) 


327 


ew Mears. Gift 


PART VI. 


MEDITATION I 
For the Aſiſance of God's Haly Spirit. 


Rom. viii. 13. For if ye live after the Fleſh, ye 
ſhall die ; but if ye, through the Spirit, 
mortify the deeds 9 the body, ye Halt 1 8 


2 
COME _ us humbly firſt implore his 


Grace to make us worthy to adore. 


our Sanctifier; who from the Father and 
the Son eternally proceeds, and with the 
Father and the Son muſt be equally wor- 
ſhipped and glorified. He infuſes into us 
the Breath of Life, and brings us forth in 


our  Recoud. Birth; a Birth that makes us 
_ Heirs. 
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_ everlaſting Happineſs. 


our whole Souls with the Glory of his At 


firmity of our Prayers; let us not doubt th 
Bounty of his. Goodneſs, but hope he wil 


Conduct docs hy Providence govern th 


putteſt them to learn in the School of Vir 
tue, and diſpoſeſt their Capacities into ſeve 
ral forms. In the firſt Ages, when. theſſſ: 
World was young, thou gaveſt them forſſh 


divine Aſſiſtance helpid them to read ſomeſſſhc 
few plain Leſſons of their Duty to thee: Net 


t V 
pſer 0 
ful tt 
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Heirs of Heaven, and gives us a Title 


5 
Let us prepare our Underſtandings to 2 
ſent to his Truths, and our Wills to folloy 
his divine Inſpirations; let us fill our Me 
mories with his innumerable Mercies, an 


tributes ; let us confidently addreſs to hin 
our Petitions, who promiſes to help the l. 


grant what himſelf infpires us to ask. 
2 8 | III.. | | 
Lord, with how ſweet and natural! 


Children of Men? leading them on from 
one degree to another, till thou haſt - broughtſeans 
them up to their higheſt Perfection: Tho 


their Guide the Book of Nature; there thy 


They faw this [admirable frame-of-' Grea-þrac 
tures ; and as far as theſe could argue, thejſd fo 


could.conclude; _ 
4 3 IV. e 1 
Sure there's a God, the Cauſe of allſÞoly 


things; ſure there's a Providenee; the ao by f 
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ſer of all things. He muſt be very pow- 


ful that made ſo vaſt a World; he muſt. 
exceeding, wiſe that contrived ſuch ex- 


lent Works. He muſt be Goodneſs it- 
If, that did all this for us; and we un- 


ateful Wretches if we'll do nothing for 


n. Thus far ſome could ſay, but very 
w could do with thoſe ſlender Aſſiſtances, 
hich they then enjoy'd. After thou gav- 
thy people a written Rule, which trained 


em up in a ſet form of Diſcipline, which 
ew and ſpread into a publick Religion, 


d was uniformly profeſſed by a whole 
lation. of PE Re 


They had ſome weak Conceits of the 
ingdom of Heaven, and ſome impertect 


eans to bring them thither : But as to 
ole high and ſupernatural Myſteries, that 


gloriouſly exalt the Chriſtian Faith, they 


lh alas, were blind or in the dark, and 


ngeroufly expoſed to the effects of their 


wn Ignorance; wanting thoſe clear In- 


ruclions, to know their End, wanting 

ofe powerful Motives to love their Go 

et this prepared them for the Times of 

Trace, which thy Mercy, O Lord, reſerv- 

d for greater Favours. 
e 


To which thou hadſt promiſed by thy 


oly Prophets an effuſion of Bleſſings from 
h tall Hands. I will pat my law in their 


inward. 


_— 
* W 
. 


inte ard parts, and write ir in their Hearr 


eaſt. O merciful Lord, who halt loved 


bring them forth; but ſend out thy Spit 
O Lord, and they ſhall be created; and fron 
the Death of Sin, be raiſed to the Life 

Holineſs; ſend out thy Spirit, and rene 


to ſeek us when we had loſt our felves. Th 


330 For the Aſſiſtance of Part 


IT will be their God, and they ſhall be my palffeſſin 


ple. Iwill pour out my Spirit upon all Fete G. 


and your Sons and your Daughters ſhall rihmplc 
beh. They Pall ch 70 more 250% ED 
his Neighbour, ſaying, know the Lord: | 


all fhall know me, from the greateſt tv th 


from the beginning, be graciouſly pleaſedt 
love vs to the end. „„ 
. * 

Pity the unhappy State of fallen Mankind 
which neither Nature nor Law could briy 
to perfection. If any riper Souls came for 
ward to the Birth, there wanted Spirit t 


the Face of the Earth, and our Weeds a 
Thorns ſhall be —_ ao a Paradiſe. - 
* Conſider, O my Soul, the Mercies « 
thy God; confider the Wonders he h 
wrought for the Children of Men. T 
eternal Father created us of nothing, a 
fet us in the way to everlaſting Happinel 
The eternal Son came down from Heave 


d th 
hild 
rved 


eternal Spirit ſends his Grace to ſanRity wſloud 


and gives us ſtrength to walk in that hoſſan p 
way. Thus every Perſon of the 5 ude 
5 Trin 


rethr 
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eart;Mrinity has freely contributed his peculiar 
y peiWlcfſing ;* and all together, as one-co-infi- 
fegte Goodneſs, have graciouſly agreed to 
i mdmptere our Felicity. oo n.. 
Bat O ingrateful we! was it not enough 
receive of our God all we have and are? 
Vas it not enough that the Son of God 


dug to make us love? And Love is all 


uin aimed at, and Love was all we needed. 
brit us confeſs to thee, O merciful Lord, let 
e fuß confeſs to thee our miſerable Condition. 
rit tf 


it ach was, alas, the Corruption of our Na- 
Spire 
| fro 
ite ( 
rene! 


Ghoſt to guide and quicken us, we ſhould 


Rue ſtill remained in our old dull place; 

dow to underſtand, ar O'S to obey. 
We ſhould have quite forgotten our God 
at made us; and negleQcd the Service of 
ur Lord that bought us, had not thy Ful- 


„ Als been furniſhed with one Bleſſing more, 
pied thy Goodneſs ready to beſtow it on thy 


hildren; hadſt thou not providentially re- 


louds, and Fatneſs of the Earth; better 
an plenty of Corn and Wine, or the mul- 


facnude of Poſterity, or Dominion over our 
"rini 9 


rethren. XI. 


ould come down, and live to teach us, 
d die to redeem us? Was not all this e- 


re, and fo many and ſtrong the Tempta- 
dns round about us, that without this thy 
ſt miraculous Favour, of ſending the Ho- 
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rved a better Bleſſing than the Dew of the 
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Law, but behold far greater than theſe q 


ven of Heavens; and the rare delicio 


We aſcend to thoſe ſatisfying Joys about 
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1 


e 
Theſe were the great Rewards of the d 


here. Divine Refreſhments from the He 


Fruits of the Holy Ghoſt; Meckneſs aff; Go, 
Peace and Joy diffuſed in our Brea “ 
Strength and undaunted Courage kind 7e 
in our Hearts; a thouſand ſweet embraqe 74 
of the Spouſe of Souls; a thouſand d o 
Pledges of his everlaſting Love; theſe 4 thy 
the great Rewards of the Law of Git, 


and giyen to prepare us for the Kingdom de- 
| XII. 1 


DS bleſſed Spirit, who beſtoweſt thy Powe 
vours as thou pleaſeſt ; and the more th e Sf 


haſt given, ſtill the more thou giveſt! | ,ord 


and diſpoſe thy Servants firſt to entertaſÞ*? 
thee, then graciouſly vouchſafe to deſcu t. 
into our Hearts. Fill us, O Holy Gndl / mie: 
and as thou filleſt us, enlarge our Capaq n 


ties: Make us the more we receive of theps 


ftill grow in delire of receiving more, t 1 
where all our Faculties ſhall be ſtretch'd No 
the utmoſt ; where they ſhall all be filled hy 3 
the Brim, and overflow'd with a torrent. hr 
Pleaſure tor ever. 75 


33 


The Prayer. 
ol) God, who knoweſt that we are ſet in the 


Tres midſt of ſo many and great dangers, that 
einde temptatious of Satan are very prevalent, 
nbrae vanities of the World very deceitful, ant 

id der 07 Corraptions very ſtrong; help me and 
eſe ol thy Servants with the ſuctvurs of thy hots 
Grad irit, give me the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
dom Niderſtanding, to keep me from all error and 


: all difficulties; the Spirit of 
hy F 
Cc tho 
t! | 
itertal 


Wc: the Holy Ghoſt be my. Comforter in my 
leſcer the 


Diſtreſſes, the Aſſiſtant of my Devotions, 


Gh erer of my Conſcience, and let him bear | 
JapaÞoitneſs with my Spirit, that I am one of the 


f the ont of God. 
Le, . | | 3 II. . 5 
abou And, 0 + in Spirit, thou Guide and 
ch'd omforter of | 

led (hy elf from us, but fill every part of the 
rent. hriſtinn Church, that there may ſtill be 


Love to all Mankind, full of ardent De- 
res to fee his Kingdom come, full of Wiſ- 
m io open the Myſteries of Salvation, to 
Ti-#/tr ud? Alen in the Truth as it is in Jeſus, 


fidelity ; the Spirit of Counſel to guide me 
:ght and 
Power to preſerve me from all Apoſtacy; and 
e Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
,ord to keep me from all fin and wickedneſs. 


Souls, do not wholly abſent 


earts full of Faith in the bleſſed Jeſus, full 


and 


nn 


* FE 
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their own Tongues the wonderful 


| ſhall be, World without End. Amen. 


334 On St. Matth. iii. 2. Part . 


and to perſuade them to be obedient t em 
that ſo by the ſame heavenly Power aber eart 
the Faith of Chriſt was planted in the Wir 
it may be graciouſly preſerved and promui Re! 
cave 


and we may ſee it go forward and advann 
till every Nation now on Earth 42 i 
orks 
God, and ſay, Glory be to the Father, e V 
to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt. / 
it was in the beginning, is now, and ex 


— . 2 : —_— — — 


Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven 


Headen is at Hand; when I conſider the 


Work with this Commands Apply thaff 
thoſe ſearching. Words to thy ſelf, and! 


at hand. 


Y God, when I remember thoſe Word 
of thine, Repert, for the Kingdom 


were the choſen Text of the eternal Wi 
dom; I cannot think but they contain a v 
ry important Precept, and that I ought to 
deeply affected with the Power of the Mo 
tive. My Soul, did CHriſt begin his public 


then 


tY Wart VI. On St. Matth. iii. 2. 335 


to em make deep Impreſſions upon thy 
Here cart. | | 5 | = | 
Vorl II. 


Repent, O my Soul, for the Kingdom of 
vnn leaven is at hand; repent, for the Kingdom 
% If Heaven depends on thy Repentance. 


Wive without Sin; but bleſſed be my God, 
hat I may obtain Pardon by my Repentance : 
But I cannot repent without the Grace of 


dentance: Since I am not ſtrong enough to 


Let not our Lord be angry, and I will 


eck, and he has infinite to give. I have 
nuch to ask for my ſelf and all the World, 


any, O Lord, are the Graces we want; 
any are the Sins and Miſeries we are ex- 
Poſed to; and none can deliver us but thy 

elf. Wo to the Day and Hour wherein ] 


ave fooliſhly miſpent. Or rather wo to 


rb; MW nhappy Creature that I am, that I cannot 


od, nor obtain his Grace without his own 
rce Gift. O my deareſt Saviour, who cameſt 
ot to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Re- 
de perfectly innocent; atleaſt make me num 
die enough to be truly penitent: Make me 
cartily forry for what I have done amiſs; 
ind not do again what will make me ſorry. 


peak yet once more; for I have much to 
rho depend entirely on his free Goodneſs. 


ind none can give them but thy Bounty. 


inn'd; wo to the many Days and Hours 1 


ne, who abuſe my Days and Hours, al- 
lowed 


* 


226 On St. Matth. iii. 2. Part Miert 
lowed me by thy Goodneſs to work out n 
Salvation. * . N 


Deliver us, O Lord, from the Puni 
ments we deſerve; and deliver us from th 
Sins that deſerve thoſe Puniſhments. D 
liver us from the Spirit of Prophanend 
and Infidelity; from the Spirit of Erro 
Schiſin and Hereſy : Deliver us from th 
Spirit of Pride and Avarice; from the Sp 
rit of Anger, Sloth and Envy. Deliver u 
from the Spirit of Drunkenneſs and Glut 
tony; from the Spirit of Luſt, Wantonnel nak. 
and Impurity : Deliver us, O gracious GodWope 
from every evil Spirit, and vouchſafe to girink 
us thine own good Spirit. ur C 
„ | V. Preule 
Vouchſafe to give us the Spirit of Fort 

tude; the Spirit of Temperance, Juſtice ani But 
Prudence; the Spirit of Wiſdom, Underſe gu 
ſtanding and Counſel ; the Spirit of KnowFoly 
ledge, Piety, and the Fear of thee ; the Spiriinats 
of Peace, Patience, and Benignity; the Spiſfeſs ; 
rit of Humility, Sobriety and Chaſtity. rut! 
thou who never denieſt thy Favours, unlelFithc 
we firſt deny our Obedience; thou who att}pon 
often near to us, when weare far from thee Yy or 
often ready to grant, when we are unmind i lerc 
ful to ask: Refuſe not, O Lord, to hea 

us, now we call upon thee; and make ug 
 ftill hear thee when thou calleſt to us. 


Fill 
doe ( 
» tt 
nbrac 
) the- 
arroV 
Thich 
zuide 
at v 
eam. 
perf 
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Fill our Underſtandings with the know- 


ee the eternal Verity; inure our Wills to 
brace ſuch Objects, as may unite them 
d thee the ſovereign Good. Shew us the 
arrow way that leads to Life, the way 


uide us ſtill in the Middle Path of Virtue; 
at we never decline to any vicious Ex- 


naked and fruitleſs Trunk: Let not our 
Wrink away into a faint Defpair. Let no 


rence; nor heated into a furious Zeal. 
Ta. 7 
e An 
nder 
now 
Spiri 
e Spifleſs; nor maliciouſly impugn any known 
ruth. Suffer us not to 6 | 
anlelFithout Repentance ; but, O, have Mercy 
10 arſon us in that ſerious Hour. Have Mer- 
thee y on us, and govern us in our Life; have 
** lercy on us, and fave us at our Death. 
hes 9 Pep I 
ce ul 


N 


doe of ſuch Truths as may fix them on 


hich few can find, and fewer follow. 


eam. Let not our Faith grow wild with 
perfluous Branches; nor be ſtripp'd into 


lope ſwell up to a raſh Preſumption ; nor 


ur Charity be cool'd into a careleſs Indif- 


But above all, ſuffer us not, O Lord, to 

 puilty of that unpardonable fin againſt thy 
oly and Bleſſed Spirit: ſuffer us not ob- 
inately to perſiſt in any known Wicked- 


ie in our ſins 
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rigors of thy Juſtice. 
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The Prayer. 
ALmighty God, uuto whom all heart 
open, all defires known, and from whon 
ſecrets are hid; look down in Mercy upon 
thy ſinful Creature, who am here proſtrateh 
fore thee, to confeſs and bewail my Tranſpr 
ions. I confeſs, O Lord, Twas conceived 


born in Sin, and I have lived in Taiqui 


the frailties of my Nature, the corruptin 


f my Will, and the diſorders of my Lift 


my abuſes of thy Mercies, my contempt i 


, = Fadgments, and my repeated violatid 


of thy holy Laws, are more than IT am a 
zo expret: E have broken through all the d 


 ligations of Duty and Intereſt to purſue n 


Luſts and Follies : every little temptationh 


withdrawn me from thy Service; whilſt i 
3 invitation, the Mercy of the Prom 


es, aud aſſiſtance of thy Grace and Spin 
have been all loft upon 25 0 my God, 15 


troubled, I am aſhamed and confoundellf 


What fhall I do, or whither fhall I fly? He 


can I = for Mercy, that have deſerved i 


| hs „ 

But fince it is thy Will that I ſhould r. 
pent and live, ſince thou haſt promiſed fi 
gtiveneſs ſius to all them that with hear 
Kepentance and true Faith turn unto __ 
os beſeet 


t VI. On St. Matth. xi, Sc. 33 0 
tech thee have Mercy upon me, give me 


t Godly Sorrow which worketh Repentance 


contrite heart which thou haſt promiſed 
zo deſpiſe ; let thy Grace aſſiſt me, and 
aids of thy Spirit make my Sorrow ſiu- 


er more miſ-guide me; and then accord 
oy to 7hy Goodneſs let thine anger and thy 
oath be turned away from me. Pardon 
engthen me in all goodneſs, and bring me 


rd, Amen. 


MEDITATION II. 
J Sr. Matthew xi. 28, 29, 30. 


anale unto me all ye that labour and are hea- 


Hoi vy laden, and] will give you Reſt. 


ved ie my Joke upon you, and learn of me, for 


Jani meek, and lowly in Heart, and ye 


all find Reſt unto your Souls. 


hee; Etire Dow, my Soul, from thy common 
beſet]. Thoughts, permitted to entertain ty 
2 lets 


to be repented of; give me that broken 


e, my Reſolutions ſtedfaſt, and ſo change 


conſecrate my affections, that they may 


fd deliver me from all my fins, confirm and 


ſever laſting life, through Jeſus Chriſt var 


1d fy my Yoke is eaſy, and my Burthem is light. 
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340 On St. Matth. xi, Sc. Pan 


Jeſs ſerious Hours. Retire and call | 
wandring Fancies home; and ſpeedily ra 


them into Peace and Order; that fo I. 5* 
mayſt be prepared to hear thy Lord ini 


thee amongſt the reſt, to taſte his Sweetne 
Come unto me, you that labour, and 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. 
Take my Yoke upon yon, and learn of 1 
for I am meek and lowly in Heart; and 
all find Reſt to your Souls. 
For myTikeis eaſy, _ my Burthen is lif b 


Enough, dear Lord, enough is ſaid, 
draw all the World to thy holy Difciplh: 
What can be offered fo agreeable to oF. 
Nature, too much, alas, inclin'd to Pk 
ſure and Profit? What can be offered 
powerfully attractive, as to make our We 
delightful, and then reward it? as top 
. poſe an Employment like the Muſick 
Churches; devout, and ſweet, and paitl 
to the Performers? Whither, O my Gt 
ſhould we go, but to thee? thou haſt | 
Words of eternal 4 ; 

Thou art the free Beſtower of all 1 
have, and faithful Promiſer of all we ho 
Thou kindly call'ſt us, O make us glu 
hear thy Voice, and conſtantly follow 
till we come to thee. Suffer us no lon} 
to go aſtray like loſt Sheep, wandring 
and down in our own By-ways. Sui 


f 


n VI. On St. Matth. xi, c. 341 


no longer to be diſtracted among many 
ings, and neglect the one thing necetlary : 
t gather us up from the World into our 
ves; then take us from our ſelves into 
We; there to be ravifh'd with thy holy Em- 
ices; there to be feaſted with the Ante- 
its of Heaven. N 


TP: 


r thee; which thou haſt partly reyealed 
"BW thoſe that love thee, and keep their Taſtes 


pe oice perpetually before thee, and in that 
J, find all Joys beſides. = | | 
JFC 


O beauteous Truth, ' which known, for- 
Love; and Love begets Felicity. Live 
u for ever in my faithful Memory, and 


— 
VI. 


O how unſpeakable is thy Goodneſs, O 
ord. which thou haft hid for thoſe that 


corrupted with the World? How great 
the Felicity of thofe who ſee thee, and 
that Sight ſee all things elſe? thoſe who 


my conſtant Guide in all iny ways. Still 
haſt me think on thoſe Joys above, and un- 
rvalue all things compared to my Sal- 
tion. Still let me think on my Savi- 
W's Love, that purchaſed for me all thoſe 


O my ador'd Redeemer, be thou the 
Waſter-wifh of my Heart; the ſcope and 
Hof all my time. As ſoon as I awake, 
me look up to thee, and when I ariſe, 
Q 3 _ humbly 


m n — Om 
rr FL ont 
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often in the day let me call in my thong 
to thee; and when I go to reſt cloſe 


ed with thy Glory. 
Subject, let me repeat ſome few lines m 


Senſe; and ſettle them as Principles of! 
Life and Actions. . 


Earth, where ruſt and moth corrupt, 4 
thieves break through and ſteal. | 
But lay up for your ſelves treaſure} 


make me happy. Hearken but to this ( 


en how he kindly tells us this new and g 


342 On St. Matth. xi, &c. Pan 


humbly adore thee on my bended knee 


mine eyes in thee. So ſhall my time be 
vern'd by thy Grace, and my Eternity croy 


Lord, &er I take leave of this delight 


of thoſe kind Inſtructions thou haſt left 
Let me attentively meditate their ſubſtan 


Lay not up for your ſelves treaſure 


Heaven, where neither ruſt nor moth iſ __ 
rupts, nor thieves break through and ſled, 
For where your treaſure is, there u 
your Heart be alſo. CT 


5 
So now, you curious, and ſtudy what ;; 
pleaſe; as for me P11 ſtay, and liſten to ih 


Saviour: he'll teach me high and ſure ii! 
uſeful truths: he'll teach me truths that 


ord more, and you'll ſtay too; if any ſet 
of your eternal Good can hold you; hes 


rious Secret: We ſhall hereafter be /:ke | 
Angels in Heaven. C | 


ant VI. The Prayer. 343 
405 | O ſweet and precious words to thoſe that 


e beg 


ad ſtrong Nouriſhment : We fall hereafter be 


careſt Lord, are thoſe bleſſed Angels, but 


eligh pirits that know, and love, and delight in 


ICS M 
left 
bſtant 
; Of i 


ur Saviour, we ſhall lead that fweet Life, 


en. 3 
ſures X. 


pr, . 


doc and love for ever. No ignorance ſhall 


| (} | 1 

fre rken us, nor error deceive us; no cares 
fed plex us, nor croſſes afflict us; for we 
50 „Fall be /:ke the Angels in Heaven; our joys 


all be like the Angels in Heaven. Cheer 


hat Mee, my Soul, and bleſs thy bounteous Lord; 


A Heaven. Cheer thee and raiſe thy hopes 
chat i higher; we ſhall be like himſelf, for 
this of © wall fee him as he is. 
ny ſem 25 

; hes Ihe Prayer. 

178 io 


like | 
U 


Lord, whither ſhould F go but to thee? 


Q 4 Conſcience 


klin chem, and throughly digeſt them into 
ke the Angels in Heaven; and what, O 
ee for ever? Such, O my Soul, we ſhalt 
e, if we follow now the Inſtructions of 


e ſflall be and live lite the Angels in Hea- 


We ſhall know all that's true, and love 
Ii that's good; and _ in that know- 


all be full and pure and everlaſting, for we 


is by him we ſhall be like the Angels in 


thou haſt the Words of eternal Life. My 
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manudwmaents, I have ſinned in thoughts an 
aud in words more thau I am able to ex: 
_ preſs. I am impure, but thou of purer Eyes 
than to behold iniquity, therefore if than 
ſhoulaſt enter into Judgment with we, | 


thy Fuſbice, to thy tender Bowels of Compa: 


Mercy s ſake, to pardon all my fins paſt, and 
ſtreugiben me e all temptations for the 


what is my duty may be my delight, ani 


344. The Prayer. - Part VI 


Conſcience accuſes me of breaking thy Con: 


art 


* 


words; in thoughts more than I can think 


Id 
can expect nothing but thy wrath and indy 
aation. ES, " 1 5 | 


I know there is no way to fly from thee a 
an angry God, but to fly to thee as a rec 
ciled Father, reconciled in the Blood of ih 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, 20 fly from the ſtrict Bar 


ſion; I therefore humbly beſeech thee for th 
zime to come; awaken my Conſcience, confi 


my Judgmem, enlighten my Underſtanding, 
2 my Will, a my Life, erflame my 


Zeal, and coufirm way Faith, aud increaſe n Pon 
Love to thee, that from henceforth I may live tt 


unto thee, aud ſerve thee, and grant thay, 


that all my ſervice may be acceptable iu th) 


fight through jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Men 
enc 


rt VI 
% MEDITATION IV. 
| On St. Luke xix. 41. 


art VI. 9 347 


0 ex. 
2 
b 
me, | 


ind 


ad when he was come near, he beheld the 
City and wept over it. | 


* 


not afraid; ſay to the Cities of Fadah, 
ehold your God: behold the Lord your 
od is come with a ſtrong hand: his re- 
ard is with him, and his work before him : 
Ne is come to bring Redemption to all the 

orld, and graciouſly offers it firſt to you 
is People. But you refuſed the holy One, 


ranted to you. 
2 

ompaſſion thy kind Redeemer complains 

f thy ingratitude: O Jeruſalem, Feruſalem, 


o are ſent to thee: how often would I 
Wave gathered thy children together, as a 
2 gathers her chickens under her wings, 


and thon wouldſt not? Hearken with how 


ender and charitable a reproof thy Lord 
willingly withdraws from thee his Fa- 
our: ¶ hadſt thou known, even thou, at 
Peaſt in this thy day, = things that belong 


D! 


-< 


76770 


IFT up thy Voice, O Jeraſalem, and be 


nd the juſt; and deſired a Murtherer to be 
Hearken with how ſweet and elegant a 


hou that Rilleſt the Prophets and ſtoneſt them 


** * — 
. 
2 — 8 e 5 
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Dy 346 On St. Luke xix. 41. Part irt 
 anto wy peace! But now they are hid n ae, 
thine Eyes. 15 < —- 


Hearken once more, and if his kindneh 
cannot move thy love, he'll try how his a 
ger can work upon thy fear. Hearken the 
and tremble at thoſe terrible threatning 
with which thy gracious Lord forewary 
thee of thy danger. Gird thee with Sai 
cloth, Jeruſalem, and lie down in aſhes; a 
der thee with mourning, and bitterly lament 
for the days fhall come when thy Enemih 
ſhall befiege thee, and compaſs thee ah 
with a Trench. * — 


They ſhall not leave one Stone upon auotherif 
Zut beat thee to the Ground, and thy ChildraMor 
in thee. Thy people ſhall be flain by the ea 
of the Sword; and led as Slaves into all Coun 
zries. They fhall wander up and down with 
out King or Prince; they ſhall mourn witl 
our Sacrifice or Altar. Aud Jeruſalem ſou 
be trodden under Feet by the Gentiles, i 
zhe fulneſs of ares | be accompliſhed. 


But, O how long, Lord, holy and mer: 
cCiful; how long wilt thou be angry will 
them-for ever? Haſt thou not ſaid, he that 
ſcatters [/rae! will gather them again; and 
keep them as a Shepherd does his Flock! 
Remember thy antient Promiſes, O Lord 


and fave the Remnant of thy once beloved er. 
! Iſrael, 


> about 


art VI. On St. Luke xix. 41. 347 
zael; take away the Veil from before their 
Wycs, that they may ſee thy Truth, and 
brace it; take away the hardneſs from 
cir ſtony Hearts; that they again may be 
y People, and thou * their God. 


Then ſhall they lay aſide the Garment of 
ourning, and put on the Brightneſs which 
omes from thee. They ſhall celebrate the 
abilee of this their greateſt Deliverance, 
nd every one ling in that Day of Joy, Come, 


: us aſcend to the Mountain of our Lord; 


p the Houſe of the God of Facob, and we 
ill walk in his paths. As it was our wick- 


dneſs to go aſtray from our God, ſo being 


aothrſow returned, let us ſeek him ten times 
r . 
he ech 1 VII. . 

Coun Too late have we known thee, O thou 
„ withEantient Truth: too late have we loved thee, 


) thou deſired of all Nations: we were 
led by the Errors of our Fathers; we were 


Wbuſed by our own blind Paſſions. The 
Lingdom we expected deſerves not that 
Name; a ſhort, and vain, and earthly Proſpe- 


ity. Thy Dominion, O Lord, is in Ho- 


ineſs and Peace; and of thy Kingdom there . 


all: be no end. 
3 
Such was the Kingdom tho promiſedſt 

o David, Thy Throne will J eſtabliſh for 


erer. Such is the Kingdom thou giveſt to 
6 


thy 
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348 The Prayer. © Part VI. 
thy Servants ; they ſhall live and reign with 
thee-for ever. O make us love, dear Lord Nies 
this eternal Kingdom, and all things elſe Nea 
ſhall be added to it. O make us love th Non, 
K eternal Kingdom, tho” nothing elſe be ad-, 
died to it. Thou art, O Lord, the true Nan 


it Light of the World; they who follow ther, - 

' {hall not walk in Darkneſs. EE 27 

0 e Pear 

ll The Prayer. 
a | 


"Bat 0 Lord, we beſeech thee, call home thin 
| In. antient $1 the Jews, and bring in th: 
1 fulneſs of the Gentiles, that they may be al 
F% one Sheepfold under one Shepherd. O tha 
| thy ſaving light may ſhine forth upon thiſt 
11 many thouſand Souls, who fit in darkneſs 
3 aud in the ſhadow of Death, before zhey ae 
# bence, aud be no _ enn. 
Reveal thy Son, and his ſaving Goſpel, to al 
zhoſe that never heard of a crucify'd Jeſus. 0 
do good in thy good pleaſure to this our Sion, 
make up the Breaches of this our Jeruſalem rc 
teach us, O Lord, at leaſt in this our day, tl 
know the things that belong to our Peace, be 
fere they come to be " from our Eyes. 
Yet how long, Lord, how long wilt thou bt 
angry, for ever? Shall thy Fealouſy burn lik 
ire? O remember not againſt us the Sins ant 


5 Off enci 


dart VI. In Sickneſs. 349 


fences of our lives paſt; let thy tender Mer- 
es ſpeedily prevent us, for we are brought to 
reat miſery. Help us, O God of our Salva- 
ion, for the Glory of thy Name: O deliver 
r, and be mexciful unto our fins, for thy 
Name-ſake ; hear us, and have mercy upon 
re able to ast or think, for the ſake of thy 


Ledeemer. Amen. 


8 * — a —— i. — » 8 9 


MEDITATION 
In Sickneſs. 
job ix; V. 25,'26,' 27. J know that my Re- 
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V. 


the latter day upon the Earth. © | 


body, yet in my fleſh ſpall I ſee God: 

bow? all ſee 7255 felf, aud mine Eyes 
ſhall behold and not another, though my 
reins be conſumed within mm. 


0 ME ext I. RT! i 

Ome let us praiſe the Goodneſs of our 
God, who orders every thing for the 
veſt to his Servants; whoſe Providence go- 


ys, and do more abundantly for us, than we 


ear Son Jeſus Chriſt our only Saviour and 


 deemer"liveth,, and that he ſhall ſtand at 


Ind though after my skin, worms deſtroy this 


erns us all our life, and at laſt ſends the 
Meſſenger of Death. He caſts us down 
5 e 
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350 
on our Beds of Sickneſs; and draws the 
Curtain betwixt the World and us: There" 
in that quiet Solitude he ſpeaks to our hearts 


to treat with our Souls, and reconcile then 


_ eaſily convinced into wiſer Counſels, when 
our Bodies ſhall be dried up with a burning 


ſumption: When our unruly Senſes ſhall 


made ſober with Fear: When the occaſions 


us a Sickneſs to cure our Infirmities. Thon 


In Sickneſs, Part VI far 


and ſets before us all our life; there he diſ- 
covers to us the Vanities of this World, and 
invites us to prepare for the other. 


Thither he ſends his Meſſengers of Peace 


to Heaven. Thither he ſends even his ho- 
ly Angels to ſecure our Paſſage, and con- 
duct us to himſelf. O how different will 
our thoughts be then, to what they were 
in our careleſs Health? How ſhall we free· Pals 
ly cenſure what we once eſteemed, and ber: 


Fever, or waſted away with a deep Con-. 
be check'd with Pain, and our raſh Minds 


of {in ſhall be removed, and every thing a: 
bout us inclines us S tary 1 | 
Bleſſed for ever be thy Name, O Lord. 
whoſe Mercy ſanctifies even thy Puniſſ- 
ments into Favours. Thou bringeſt us low, 
to perſuade'us to be humble; and preſcribeſt 


commandeſt the Grave to diſpenſe with 
none; but indifferently ſeize on all alike: 
that all may proy ide for that fatal How 
„ 3 l 


t VI 
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There 
earts, 
e dil 
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Deace 
them 
is ho- 

con- 
t will 
were 
> free- 
nd be 
when 
1rning 
Con- 
all 
Minds 
aſion 
ing a. 


Lord, 
uniſh- 
low. 
cribelt 
Thou 
With 
alike: 


Hour 


and 


dart VI. In Sickneſs. 


thou telleſt us plainly, we all muſt die, but 
kindly Goncealeſt the time and place; that 
very where we may ſtand on our guard, 
and every moment expect thy Coming. 
Come let us humble our ſelves in the 
ſight of God, and ſpread before him all our 


omplaints : He is the great Creator of the 
orld, and ſovereign Judge of all Man- 
kind. He fits above on his glorious Throne, 


and in his Hands are the Keys of Life and 


Death. Whatever he pleaſes he brings to 
daſs, and none can reſiſt his Almighry Pow- 
r: Whatever he does is {till the beſt, and 


one can accuſe his all-knowing Good- 
eſs. Let us therefore make our Peace be- 
imes with our God, before the Evening ap- 


proach too near : while it 1s called to Day, 


let us faithfully labour ; for the (ER will 
ome wherein none can work. ct us 
look firſt into our own Breaſt, and ſtrictly 
xamine what paſſes there. Tell me, my 


Poul, how ſtand our great Accounts? Are 


[1 things even between Heaven and us? 
\re we prepared to go to meet our Judge? 
Is there not {till ſome reſtitution to be made, 


hich the love of this World tempts us to 
delay? Is there not ſtill ſome Sin to repent 


of, which our own falſe Hearts abuſe us to 
onnive at? e 1 


V. 


* 


37 
and none be undone by miſtaken Hopes; 
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uin in he 

Forgive, O ſovereign Goodnefs, our indi br 
and merken a fix our whole hennd N 
on nothing but thy ſelf. Why are we th 4% x 
at beſt but good by halves, for whom ther: 5 bes 
is a Heaven prepared with all our labour - Eg 
Why do we mingle till with thy ry g 0 
Grace, ſo much of our own corrupted | ag 


ture? Deliver us, O Lord, from the Ten made 
tations of this World, and mercifully fe of 
us from the wrath to come. Bleſſed re Pleſk t 
thoſe Servants whom our Lord fhall ind God f 
watching; he ſurely will beſtow on temP G0 
all the Mercies of Heaven. [00 p. 
„ VI. . 
ot acut 
batemer 
hou end 
ethod 
he WO 
arneſtly 
Place. 
iſſault, 
think he 
en, tha 
r the 
Rect up 
Vho ar 
be in 2 
eyer in 
power, 
or to i 


Hear our Prayers, O Lord, and let on 
cry come unto thee. Every thing afflicts 
us in this troubleſome World; but nothing 
fo much as our own Iniquities. They like 
a heavy Yoke oppreſs our Necks, and keep 
down our Eyes from looking up to Heaven 
Lord, we confeſs we have followed vani 
ty, and negligently performed the work tho 
gaveſt us: we confeſs we have gone altri 
after the manner of Men, but now our chit 
delires are towards thee. ETON 

Quench not, O God of Mercy, quench 
not the ſmoaking flax, nor break the brui- 
ſed reed. Pardon the fins which daily we 
have committed, and work a true and 1 
hearty Repentance in us. O were we now 


again 


Wt VI. In Sickneſs. 3573 


zin in health, how. gladly would we make 
> of every opportunity? how would we 
nd every minute in Repentance, to purge 


Ing 

each us, O 
rs 
1 


, Patiently. to endure any 


our taſte ; that after this experience, if it 
> thy good pleaſure to reſtore us to our 
mer health, we may amend our lives, and 
made fit for r Kingdom. 


i Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, give thanks 

d God for all his Mercies. If thy pains 

2 not perpetual, thank him for thy Inter- 
Fals of Eaſe and Refreſhment. If they be 
dot acute and extream, thank him for the 
Jpatement and moderation of them. If 
hou endureſt much, conſider this is a good 
ethod of weaning thy Affections from 


0 


g 
p he World, and making thee thirſt more 


think how much rather this is to be cho- 


r the ſudden ſtroak of an Apoplexy. Re- 
Rect upon the condition of thoſe Wretches, 


Frho are ſnatched out of the World, it may 
Fe in an Act of damning Sin; but how- 
Jever in an inſtant, without. ſo much as the 
power, or the leiſure to ſeek pardon or peace; 
or to implore the Mercy of God at 1 ot 
Se. | a p- 


a . the leaſt impurity? 
oſs or Sickneſs which imbitters the World 


Eerneſtly after taſting the joys of a better 
Place. If a tedious. lingering Diſtemper 
fault, and almoſt weary out thy patience, 


en, than the raging Phrenſies of a Fever, 


ee 
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Gaſp. Oh! What would they have given! 
How much more would they have ſuffer 
to purchaſe this long Warning! 'Theſe 1loy 
Approaches of Death, the happy Advanu- 
pes thou now- enjoyeſt, of trimming thy 
amp, and putting thy Soul in readineſs t. 
meet the Bridegroom at his coming! O tho 
dear Redeemer of the World, and ſoy 
_ reign King of Life and Death: Thou, vb 
defdiſett not the Tears of the Penitent, ur 
turneſt away from the Sighs of the afflicted: 
Thou who preſerveſt all that rely on thee, 
and fulfilleſt their Deſires that long to be 
with thee; hear thou our Cries; : and par- 
don our Sins, and graciouſly deliver us from 
all our Afflictions and Fears. 


The Prayer. 


Mmigbiy Cod, and merciful Father, thou 


art the Autbor of my Being; and as my 


life, my health aud ſtrength are from thee, 
fo they are and ought to be wholly at thy diſ- 
poſal; I humbly confeſs, that becauſe of my 
Sinus, it 1s inſt with thee to afflict me with 
Sickneſs and Pain, yea to cut me off from the 
Land of the Living. I acknowledge, O Lord, 
my Sins are many and great, the Faculties of 
my Soul and Members of my Body have been 


made the inſtruments of fin; I have not been 


duly thankful for, nor made a right nſe of the 


manifold 


time ana 
good, w/ 
do there 
dealings. 
dy or ca 
my Sins 


But, 
eſt not it 
unto mn. 
Servant 
ly diſpl. 
Lord u 
our, de 
eternal 


Wire and 3 of doing and receiving 
good, which thou haſt vouchſafed unto me; 1 


dealings, and that the greateſt aſflictions I 


my Sins deſerve. 


eſt not in the Death of a Sinner, be favourable 
unto me, enter not into judgment with th 

Servant ; and though for my fins thou art 52 
ly diſpleaſed, yet, O Lord God moſt holy, 0 
Lord moſt mighty, O holy and merciful Savi- 


eternal Death. OS 
+4 III. 722 


I know, O Lord, that Affliffions riſe uot 


out of the Duſt, but are of thy ſending ; bus 
ſuch is thy Mercy that thou doſt not willing- 
„Ih afflick nor grieve the Children of Men; 
thou deſigneſt not the ruin, but the amend- 


thee, by thy Grace, ſo to ſaudify this correcti- 
f thine unto me, that this ſickneſs of my 


; * may be a means of health to my Soul; 


make me diligent to ſearch my heart, and to 


find ont the accurſed thing that hath brought 
this afflition upon me, and make me ſenſible 


of my manifold Provocations, and ſo ſincerely 


lament, and abhor, and forſake them, that 
this Correction may appear to be the effect of 


thy Love and Pity. IV. 


art VI. The Prayer. 355 
Branifold bleſſings of health and ſtrength, of 


do therefore acknowledge the juſtice of thy 


do or can ſuffer here, are infinitely leſs than 


But, O thou Father of Mercies, who delight- 


our, deliver me not into the bitter Pains of 


ment of thoſe whom thou Jeanne): I beſeech 
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Remember, O Lord, the Safferings of th 
Sow, who himſelf bore the afflietions, and tht 
puniſhment due to our fins. ] believe in hin 
as my alone Saviour, my truſt 1s in his mi 
rits; aud I humlly beg for his ſake, that thy R 
worldſt be reconciled unto me: Heal my Son on 
O Lord, which hath ſiuned againſt thee, ani Yo 
then if it be thy bleſſed Will, heal my Bog T- 
alſo, and reſtore me again to a ſlate of heul 
and ſtreugth, that I may ſtill live to praiſe 
zhee, and bring forth gr” fruits of Repentance, 


Bat if in thy Wiſdom thou haſt otherwiſe 
poſes, if thou haſt determined, that this 
Sickneſs ſhall be unto death, I beſeech thee t1 
fit and prepare me for it; give me that ſincereÞ 
aud hearty Repentance to which thou haſt pro- 
miſed Mercy and Pardon; wean my heart 
from the World and all its ſeduciug Vanities, 
and make me long for thoſe more excellent 
and durable Joys which are at thy right hand 
for ever. Lord, take away the owe of death, 
the guilt of my fins, and then though I walk 
through the Valley of the ſhadow of death, I 
will fear no evil: I will lay me down in 
peace, aud, Lord, when I wake up, let me 
be ſatisfied with thy preſence in thy Glory, 
_ Grant this, O merciful God, for his ſake, whi 
7s both the Redeemer, and Mediator of Sin. 
ners, even Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


N 


MED. 


Part VI. Of Preparation, &c. 


. 
MEDITATION VI. 
Of Preparation for Death. 0 


Revel. xiv. 13. J Heard à voice from heaven, Eh 


ſaying unto me, Write; from henceforth 
bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord: 
Even ſo ſaith the Spirit, for they reſt from 
Eo CW 
FT* HIS Life indeed is the way we muſt 
1 walk; but this alone cannot bring us 
to our End. E'er we arrive at our appoint- 
ed home, we mult be led through the Gates 


of Death; where we ſhall abſolutely be ſtript 


of all we have, and carry nothing with us 
but what we are; where we not only muſt 
quit the whole World, but leave behind us 
even a part of our ſelves. Haſt thou, my 
Soul, ſeen ſome Neighbours die? And doſt 
thou remember thoſe Cireumſtances of Sor- 


| row? We are ſure, the caſe &er long will 
| be our own; and are not ſure but it may 


be very ſoon. The longeſt life is but a Day 
multiplied ; and who can aſſure me which 
will be my laſt? He only, who was God 
as well as Man, could ſay, Mine Hour is 


not yet come. Aﬀaiſt me, O my God, to live 


in a conſtant Expectation of 4 dying Hour, 
which I know is certain, and may be "uy 
near, ” 5 | 1. 
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But, O inſenſible Creatures that we are! * 
we look upon Death as the greateſt of E- Nying 
vils, and yet regard it the leaſt of all things; Khan b 
we know it highly concerns us to makeheſe * 
Preparation for it, by a good Life, and we Hnot c 
know the ſad Conſequence if it ſurpriſe us Nyen te 
nunawares, and we are not ſure we ſhall 
not be ſurpriſed the next Hour or Minute: If 
and for alt this we put the evil Day far from 
us, as if we were reſolved not to avoid, but 
ſuffer what we fear: whereas would we And 
entertain our ſelves more with the thoughts after 
of Death, it would be leſs a Terror to us; 
for in proportion as our Lives amend, our NMisf 
Fears would abate, and a clear Conſcience and 
will enable us to meet Death with an un- Igan 
daunted Courage. that 
It it appointed for all Men once to die, and yet 
after that the Fadgment. So ſays the Spi- I in 
rit of God himſelf; and what is thus ap- Þ He: 
pointed none can reverſe, none can eſcape: i { 
that then which remains for us to do, is 

only to endeavour that we may die as be- | 
comes Men, and Chriſtians; that is, as Per- pac 
ſons who expect to render an Account of Wor 
the things done in the Body, and to receive Nit! 
4 recompence accordingly, whether it be Gi 
good or bad. But who may abide that Day; Þ ter 
or who ſhall ſtand when the Lord appear- Þ th, 
eth? Who indeed, when not only the thing 
I | lt 
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t ſelf, but the very thoughts, and eſpecially 
he Approaches of it are ſo dreadful; for 
are what is more terrible to mortal Man than 
E. Nying? And what more fo to ſinful Man 
85, han being judged ? But yet, my Soul, ſince 
ake theſe will unavoidably come, let us prepare 
Wennot only to bear them contentedly, but e- 
- US ven to meet them gladly. 
hall 5 ĩð ok 
ite: If Death be conſidered in it ſelf, it is no 
on more than what all living Creatures here be- 
but Flow undergo in common with our ſelves. 
And what is dying; it is a ceaſing to live 
after the manner we now do; it is a remo- 
val, or rather an eſcape from a World of 
Misfortunes and Miſeries, of Temptation 
and Sin: I have been dying ever ſince I be- 
gan to live, and am dead to all the time 
that is paſt ; and what remains will quickly 
pals and be gone after the ſame manner; 
nd yet how have 1 over-loved this Body, as if 
Pi- I ſhould never live out of it, and ſet my 
P- EE Heart and Affections on this World, as if 


©: I ſhould never remove to another. 
e But if we conſider Death in another Ca- 


1. pacity, as leading and keeping us cloſe Pri- 
of foners to a juſt and terrible Judgment ; thus 
it hath a ſting indeed, which is the Senſe of 
Quilt and Sin unpardon'd. O Death, how 
terrible art thou to thoſe Perſons, unto whom 
= [thou art the end of their Happineſs, and the 

CD Ol ms beginning 
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beginning of their Sorrow! This is w 
nothing can relieve, but the Comforts « 
true Repentance, of a Saviour ſacrificed 
expiate, and make full ſatisfaction for ou 
Offences, a Title to our part of that Expuſ thou 
tion, and the Favour of a reconciled Ged g th 
And theſe are comforts which I hope beheath 
long to me; for do but hear and obſery lory, 
(my Soul) what reviving Words the Hol have 
Ghoſt hath ſpoken to this purpoſe. f a 
Man fin we have an Advocate with the Fall... 
ther, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, aud be i rec 
the Propitiation for our = Look up then 4; 
| and ſee thy Lord coming in the Clouds ith t 
Thou muſt be judg'd, tis true, but thy Re may 
deemer ſhall be thy Judge. And to whoſq the 
Deciſion wouldit thou chooſe to ſtand, but eper 
to thy beſt Friend's * To him who lovedſn1y 
thee ſo dearly as to die for thee, to be made th 
a Sin and a Curfe for thee, that mighteſtÞja1; 
be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him? 
and he hath promiſed that all who repent 
and believe, and ſerve and love him, ſhall 
be ſaved in that Day, and be where he is, 
and behold his Glory. . | 


O Glorious Day, which (if I duty pre- 
pare my ſelf for it) ſhall bring me to the 
full and inſeparable Enjoyment of my dear 
Saviour, and moſt- merciful God! When 
this Veil of Fleſh ſhall -be done away, and 
ſpiritual Joy and Peace, Rue OY 

15 | ave 


ove 

y N: 
ch a1 
nperfe 
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. oye ſhall for ever abound! Bleſſed be 
©< Sch an infinite Recompence for our ſhort, 
* Wperfe&, and unworthy Labours. And 
| thou haſt decreed withal, that I muſt 
"Ss through the Regions of Darkneſs and 
Death, to come at thoſe Seats of Light and 
Slory, ſhall I grudge this Paſſage? When 
have born the Heat and Burthen of the 
ay, ſhall I mourn becauſe the Even is 
© i4Þme, and ſhrink back when I am called 
receive my Wages? I know the Paſſage 
ſtrait and difficult; O do thou aſſiſt me 


may be prepared for a dying Hour, and 
che repeated Exerciſes of Faith, and 
epentance, of Truſt, and Love, and hea- 
d&nly mindedneſs; I may cheariully under- 

d the Terrors and Struggles of my laſt 
rials, 35 


The Prayer. 
) Moſt great and glorious God, I am now 


| pre- preſenting my Soul and Body to thee, 
> theſe cannot 72% ee 1 fhall ig the wexe 


dear Noment, or whether I ſhall live to breathe 
V hens: the Deſires of my Soul once more unio 


andſſee; for in thy Hand is the Breath of our 


tarued 


y Name, O God, who haſt ordained 


ith thy bleſſed Spirit, that by an holy Life 


and Woſtrils, and when 25 Pleaſeſt we are 
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zurned to Deſtruction. I ſee, O Lord, 10 
that I think of my Departure, how unproſ 
table my too many Cares are for the thing 
of this Life; how trifling all my Pleaſure Co: 
and that there is no ſolid Happineſs, but 1 

_ thy Love, and a ane a of Immortality 


5 . 79 
Make me ſo wiſe as to underſtaud au w 
conſider my latter End, to remember i as 
ſhortneſs of my time: And teach me ſo 1 Er 


number my Days, that I may apply my Hear d 
Ando Wit bins Let me Pkg Pay ſel 0 
any courſe of living, wherein I ſhall be lul 
20 be found when I come to die. Help n 
Jo to live, as at the Hour of Death I ſha $ 
wiſh I had lived, and ſo to make ready fi 
Death all my Days, that at my laſt Day 
may have nothing to do but to die. Conti 
nuue in my mind theſe holy thoughts and ii 
clinations, that my love to this World mi 
always be ſuch as is conſiſtent with my hi 
of Heaven; and grant that the nearer I conſt. 
zo that eternal World, the clearer fight roll 
may have of my happineſs, and attain t 
greater * of thy Love, and be fuller I B 
Fey in hope of thy Glory. Amen. they 
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pro MEDITATION VI. 
2 „ Ns 73 

fore Comforts againſt the Lofs of Friends. 


tali Theſ. iv. 13, 14. But I would not have you 

e be gui ant, Brethren, concerning hen | 
an which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not even 
rat others which have no hope, 
ſo Fr if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe a- 
Heal gain, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Fe- 
zy ſelf #5 will God bring with him. 


Ip m ts 33 
of ET us wipe our Eyes with the com- 
ay fi fort of hope, and change our grief in- 
Da to a charitable joy; the friends we mourn 
Con for are deliyered from this World, and all 
Fthe miſeries we ſo juſtly deplore; their Bo- 
dies tremble no more with the Palſy, nor 
bura with the flames of a ſcorching Fever ; 
they cry out no more for want of fleep, nor 
roll up and down w_ uneaſy Beds. 
But quietly reſt in the ſilent Grave, till 
FWthey riſe again to immortal Glory; which 
© while they there expect in peace, their Souls 
are enlarged to a ſpacious liberty; no lon- 
ger confin'd to this priſon of the body, but 
gone to dwell in the regen of Spirits; no 
ED longer expoſed to theſe ſtormy Seas, but 
Ne gladly arrived at _ fate Harbour. 2 


364 Comforts againſt the Part ViPart \ 
. 20h - 1 5 

O praiſe our Lord all you Nations 9 
the Earth, whom his Providence yet fi 
tains alive; whom he fo long forbears t 
ttrike, though our Sins have often provoke 
his Wrath; whom he fo graciouſly calls ti 
repent, though our Paſſions have hithertif 
_ neglected his Voice; teaching us by th 
Death of others, timely to prepare for ou 
OW. Rs i, Op | here 
Know, O my Soul, that we alſo muſt dieÞ'”<* 

and ſtrictly account for every idle Word elf, 
we mult appear before a juſt Tribunal, an 
there receive our everlaſting Doom. Seems 1 % 
it ſo hard a Fate to tread the Path in which 
all our Anceſtors have gone before us? 4- 
dam the firſt of Men, and Abraham the Friend 
of God; David the Man after God's own 


A 


heart, and Daniel the Prophet of the Lord. ; Ys 
All theſe have paid their Debt to Nature, wo 
and ſubſcribed the Law of univerſal Morta 


lity. Yea Jeſus himſelf, the eternal Son off. 
God, expired on the Croſs, and went to his 
Glory through the Gates of Death; and fhal 
Our fond ſelf- love ſo blindly flatter us as to 
make us with an Exemption from this com- 
mon fate? 'Tis not for us, O Lord, to [fie 
chuſe our own Conditions, but chearfully to 
ſubmit to thy wife and juſt Diſpenſations 
who haft promiſed that all things ſhall work Fa 
together for good to them that love thee on. 


— 


rt ViPart VI. 
The Prayer. 


Ons 0 


et ſift Act of Reſignation when a Friend is dead. 
ars ti | | 50 | 8 
woke I. 


Its fl Lmigbiy God, be pleaſed 20 take pity on 
OY th Slifreſſed Servant grieving for the 


oy toſs of my Friend. Thou knoweſt, Lord, how 


r Oearly our hearts were Ruit in affection, and 


herefore how juſtly I lament my Loſs. But 

iſt de Mnce it was ” pleaſure to receive him to thy 
elf, be pleaſed alſo to haſten my journey to 
him: give me patience to endure this rule 


f thy ſcourge, and thankfully to acknowledge 


cy goodneſs in his happineſs. Him thou haſt 


ſpoken from the evil to come; O deliver me 


"ricnd$#1o from this body W 


Erding thy divine Majeſty. O be thou a Fa- 


7 0 let my treaſure be laid up with thee in 
eaven, that where my treaſure is, there my 


beart may be alſo; and when it ſhall be thy 


Saints, whereof I doubt not but my Friend is 
on joyful Member. Grant this, O heavenly 
orb Father, for thy Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, my 
e. Wovly Lord and Saviour. Amen. - 
The N 3 „„ 
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Cie me, O Cod, a ſight of my Sins, and 
turn all my tears into a godly Sorrow for of- 


Jer, Brother, Friend, and all to me, that all - 
my wants may be ſupplied by thy All ſufficien- 


Mpleaſure to free me from this Tabernacle of 
fleſh, let me be received into that Choir of 


_ 


[4 
| 
| \ 
; 

F 
F 


| 
| 


Heb. ix. 27. It is appointed for all Men on 


_ praiſe his Almighty power that gave you 
your Being, and ftill preſerves you from 
relapſing into nothing: praiſe his All. 
ſeeing Wiſdom, that here directs your 


Wildom ſhall guide that laſt univerſ 
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On the Day of Judgment. 5 "Bk 
W „ s 
Jud 
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imm 


to die, and after that the Judgment. 


I _ [xai 


CN Praiſe our Lord, all you his Works Chil 


bleſs him and magnify him for ever fron 
youſjot t 
ttel 
ata] 


Steps, and leads you on to your eternalſÞ T 
end: praiſe above all his boundleſs GoodCor 
neſs, that pours into every thing as muchſſrezo 


as it can hold. And though our ſhort fightÞWor 


now reach not ſo far, but often miſtakeſſis. 


and repine at his Government, yet at thſhoic 
laſt great Day we ſhall clearly diſcern mae 


erfect Concord in the harſheſt Note. fal 
Then our adored Redeemer ſhall comeſfor 
in the Clouds, and fummon all Mankindffcon 


to appear before him; there to receive each Co 


their proper part te heh to therfof 


beſt capacity; there to Feheld the wholeWigh 


Creation ſtrive to expreſs it ſelf the per the 
fections of its Maker, whoſe admirablqÞbcti 


Sen 
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Scene, and finiſh the whole Act in a beau- 
teous Cloſe. i e 


When the Arch-Angel ſhould ſound his 
Trumpet, and proclaim aloud this univer- 
fal Summons, Arsfe, you Dead, and come to 
Judgment; ariſe and appear before the Fhrone 
of God: Then ſnall the little Heaps of Duſt 
immediately awake, and every Soul put on 
again her proper Body. Immediately all the 
"orks, Children of Adam ſhall be gathered together 
ever from Heaven and Hell, and every Corner 
youfof the Earth. Then they muſt all ſtand and 
fromſattend their Doom ; but, O with how ſad and 
All Fatal a difference! „„ Ee 
„% 75 1 
ternalſy The Juſt ſhall look up with a chearful 
xood-Confidence; and in their new white Robes 
muchſfrejoice and ſing; Alleluja! let us rejoice, 
 fightWor the Marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
1{takeſhis Bride has prepared her ſelf; let us re- 
t theſhoice, for the Kingdom of the World is 
2M amade our Lord's and his CHriſt's, and he 
Note. shall reign for ever and ever; let us rejoice, 
comeſfor now our Redeemer is nigh : behold he 
nkindcomes quickly, and his Reward is with him. 
each Come, come, Lord Jeſu, thou long deſire 
thergot our Hearts; come quickly, thou full de- 
vholeEight of our Souls; come and declare to al! 
perthe World thy Glory; come and reward 
irableÞſÞctore all the World thy Servants. 
ver{allf © „„ fs 
R 4 „„ 


cene 


II. 


— 
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Behold, he comes in Power and Majeſty, 
attended with a Train of innumerable An- 
gels. Behold, he fits enthroned on the 
Wings of Cherubims, and takes at once x4 
view of all Mankind. He commands his; 
Angels to ſever his Sheep from the Goats; 
and gather them together on his Right-hand, 
Firſt then, to them he turns his gloriou; 
Face, and ſays theſe raviſhing Words: Come 
ye bleſſed of my Father, 12 55 the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the beginning of th 
World. O the joys their Souls ſhall then 
feel, when thoſe heavenly Words ſound in 
their Ears! Joys, that the wit of Man can- 
not conceive: Joys, that the Tongues of 
Angels cannot expreſs : let it ſuffice, them. 
| felves ſhall taſte their own felicity, and feed 
on its ſweetneſs for * . 
But O, with what dejected Eyes and trem- 
dling hearts ſhall the wicked ſtand expecting 
their Judge? What ſhall they do then! 
Where-ever they look their Eyes can meth 
with nothing but what will cauſe Deſpair 
Above, the offended Judge ready to con- 
demn them; below the bottomleſs Pit ga 


ping to devour them; within, the Wornfitic 


of Conſcience gnawing upon their Bowrro, 
els; and round about them all the Worldive 


mou 
VIM hi: 


m Flames. 
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5 r | 
jelly, What ſhall they do, when that terrible 
A. N oice ſhall ſtrike them ſuddenly down to 
he bottom of Hell? Go you accurſed into 
verlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
IS nis Angels. The Day of Man is paſt, when 
rOAtS,. Winners did what they pleaſed; and God 
hand. eemed to hold his peace: Tis now the 
YriouwDay of God, when his Wrath ſhall ſpeak 

Come thunder, and Sinners ſuffer what their 
don rickedneſs deſerves. Then ſhall they fink 
F tbelmmediately into the Pit of Sorrow, and 
then well in Darkneſs and Torments for ever. 
nd inflVhile the juſt ſhall go up in joy and tri- 
cam mph, and reign with our Lord in his King- 
es Offfkom for ever.. e bo 
them. | VV 

d feeds Thus ſhall the whole Creation be finally 
Niſpoſed, and Mercy and Juſtice divide 

he World. O my Soul! who now art 
ete below, and readeſt theſe dreadful 
raths as things afar off: Know thou 
halt then be preſent, and ſee them with 
aine Eyes, and be thy ſelf concerned for 
eſpair Bl! Eternity. Know as thou liveſt thou art 
| COllFure to die: and as thou dieſt, thou art 
it gaſſſurc to be judged. Think what a fad con- 
Vormpition it will be, to find thy ſelf on the 
BowJrrong hand: think what thou then wouldſt 


1 the 
Ice 4 
Is his 


trem» 
eCting 
then! 
meet 


Vorldgive to have repented in time: think what 
ou wouldit give for a little time to repent. 
VI hink on theſe things, and now heartily re- 

. pent, 
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pent, while yet a moment of time is le 
thee. Now watch and pray continually B. 
for we know not the Hour when the Seh 
of Man will come. P be 
i e 

O Son of God and Man! who came 
in Mercy to fave us, bring the ſame Mer 
with thee, when thou comeſt to judge u 
In the mean while aſſiſt us with thy he 
venly Grace, to ſtand perpetually with ouff 
accounts prepared, that we may die 1n th 

Peace of God, and Communion of 


Church, and go to live with him, in thy G 
part of his holy Church which is triunþy/ 
8 253 

| e CC 


The Prayer: 


| 1. | 
0 Bleſſed Jeſus, thou moſt righteous Fun 11 
eternal, ordained by thy Father to be il 
Judge both of the quick and dead, wherl$; 
he hath given us Aſſurance in that he ha ing 
raiſed thee from the dead; raiſe me (I e 
feech thee) from the Death of Sin, 0 th 
Life , Righteouſneſs, and thereby fit a 
prepare me for the Day of Judgment. Cas 
me ſo a to think on that dreadful Di 
at preſent, that I may not fear its Terri 
| hereafter, but may be juſtified by thy ſentent 
and cleared when I am judged. 


1 


5 The Pra. Part vl 
fortable Hope, meet it with an humble as 


Number of thoſe happy Souls, who then ſhal 


; you from the F oundation of the World. 
Amen. So come, Lord Jeſus. 3 
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well. grounded Aſſurance, and be found in ui 


Hear theſe joyful words of our Saviour pro 
noumced to them: Come, ye bleſſed of: my ©? 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared fo: 


— — 
- 
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_ fortable Hope, meet it with an humble 5 
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well grounded Aſſurance,” and be found in th 
Number of thoſe happy Souls, who then ſhal 
hear. theſe joyful wordt of our Saviour 0 
#ounced to them : Come, ye bleſſed of m 


= inherit the Kingdom prepared fa 


you from the Foundation of the: Wort 
Amen. 80 come, Lord Jelus. ; 
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